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TMENT OF HEALTH

April J'2' L95O

Conm:ission of the City of Biruinghan
Planning Board, City of Birnlngha:n
Housing .A,uthority of the Birninghan District

Oentlenen:

There is subnultted, hereTj:lthr for your con$ideratj'on
(f) a basie study on ttllealth as an Indlcation of Housi:rg Seeds in
finningtrane AlabrmPn, together u"ith (2) Recomendations for Slum
Clearance and Redevelopment and for Public llousing.

Se realize that the several agencies receiving thj's
report have dj-fferent interests in the two distinctly separate
p"'og""rs of (1) slun clearance and red.evelopnent, and (2) public
i.oosing; nevertheless, the basic study is perti-nent to bothr and,
for thii reason, the iane naterial is subnitted to all concerreedo

trHealth as an lndicaiion of Housing Needsn is a ten
year study eorrelating housing condition6r as established by the
19lrO census, rith inportant nortality figures for the period
19h0-19b9, inclusive" All data are related to census tracts"
Maps and supporting data point up those census tracts in which
both honsing and health conditioas are the nost deplorable.

The llealth Departnent i.s et your disposal for any
assistance we can render in belping you develOp a nMaster Plan
for Birmingham. rr

RespectfullY subnitted,

--Q*---p-:-,*"-'- Iiealth Officer

Munlclprlitles ln Area



colmENTS

Health as an Indication of Houping Seeds in
Binninghane AJ.abe'na

Wtrite Problem Areas

Negro Probles Areas

Changes During Peri-od of Study

Reconmendations

With Reference to the trtedical Center

Cooperative Planning

Page

1

3

6

9

10

t2

13



HEAITH AS AI{ INDISATION OF HOUSING NSDS
IN

BIRMTNGHA]', ALA,BAMA

So study has ever been made of the exact relati.on of housing per se to
illness. It wou1d, in fact, be alnost iryossible to separate the houslng factor
from closely related health factors such as income, nutrition, educationr medical
care and recreati.on"

However, it, is l<nosn that eertain nininum housing essentia3.s are d.esirable,
often essential, for health: as pure water supply, sanitary.sewage disposalr heatt
light, ventllation, sereening, adjacent play space and sunshi-ne for children"
Psychological needs, sueh as adequate pri.vacy for the individual, prwisi-on of
opportunities for nornal fernilJr life, estheiic and social satisfactions are also
irqportant health eonsiderati-onso ilealth is far more than mere absence of actual
disease, and healttr conceived as the nentalo physical and enotional processes at
their highest effieiency is possi}le only rrnder satisfactory housi:rg conditions'

Stud.ies eonducted in recent years have shown that people vrho live in good
housing are, in the nain, healthier than those ryho live in substandard dwell-ings.
For certain diseases, notably the enteric infeetions and tuberculosis, norbidity and
nortality rates for those who l-ive ln sound, sanitary struetures are signiJieantly
lower than for fanilies and lndividuaLs living in substandard housing" $harp
differences in respiratory disease rates have been denonstrated as being related to
the degree of room crowding.

' Britten I fras shonn that tbe coenon comnrnieable diseases of childhood
occur nore frequently and at an earller age in crorrded households than in r:ncrowded
ones; that the nseeondaryn attack rate for tubereulosis is about 200 percent greater
for rellef fanilies j.n overcrowd.ed households than for all income grorrps llving rith
less than one person per roo&, and that as the rental or value of the house goeg
donn, the rate of hone accidents goes up"

On the basis of Nati6nal Health Surwey findings, the percentage of
persons disabled for a week or longer was higher i-n households rrith nore than one
and a half persons per roon than j.n homes Eith one or less persons per roQILo The
pneumon5.a case rate for erowded households (nore than one and one-balf persons
per roonr) was 68 percent higher than for homes with one person or less per roop"

Other statistical studies of tbe relationship of housing to health
night be cited, but a search of the lj-terature feveals nothing that denonstrates
the preeise effect of bad or good housing on the occupants. There are several
reasons why it has not been possible to relate healtb speci.fically to housing"
Substandard housing is never the only factor rorking to the detrinent of health.
Attention has repeatedly been drarn to the faci that the slun is but a syrptom of
los econonic status" Wherever poor housing erJ"sts, there also is to be found
poverty and its attendant j-lls - crowding, ill-iteracy, poor nutritionr ed
delinquency"

I nritten, B.Ho: New llght on the relation of houslng to health, An"JoPub"
Health, 322L93 (February, 19lf)
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It nay be stated that, to whatever extent excess illness and death
rates are or are not due to inadequate housing, all studj.es agree that such
excessive rates are $pical of the populations with 1ow standards of living
in general, and least able to bear the burdens of dlseases or to do anything
about them" This ls of comnunity concern because in such areas perpetual
reservoirs of infection are harbored, and epidenics incubated, endangering the
entire cownunity.

fn a soclal breakdoun study of 101010 fauiU.es who had for one
reason or another come to the attention of some official agency in Birminghan
during the year I9Lli, the najority were from areas shere health and housing
standards are Iow. In this study, four sgsrrsm:i-g levels were differentiated - the
population residing in census tracts witb nedian rentals of r:nder $10 a nonth
constituti.ng Area I; those ranging fron $10 lo L9"99t colprlsing Area fI; $20 to
29"99t Area flf; ad $30" and over, Area IV" In the two areas of lorest rent (under
$20" per rnonth) sere found 82% of the unerryloyability, 86fi of the illegitioacy, 7BS
of the juvenile delinquency, and 72% of the adult erime.

Other local studies have shown that these deteriorated areas contribute an
excesslve number of relief eases to Birningharnr and that ttthe City spends on then
three times the amount received fron the&tt, Yet these more obvious costs represeat
but a fraction of the costs of undeveloped hunan wealth"

DISEASE AND DEATH RATES, THEREFORE, AR$ RELrA,BIE I$DICE9 OF SUB-SfAND43D
CONDIT]ONS FAN BROADEE THAN HOU$INO AI,ONfi. COMSUNTTY ASSISTANCS IN CONRECTING THESE
CONDITION's SHOUI,D I'NDOUBTfiDI,Y PROVE IESS EXPENSTYE THAN THE COI{DITTONS THEUSM.VES"

Iisusing and Health In Birninghan

Ir an effort to study the local si.tuation, health and housing d.ata have
been tabulated for eaeh of the fifty-two census tracts corprising the City of
Bi-rminghan.

Census tracts are snall areas, having an averege populatlon of 5'OOO,
into which the City has been subdivided for statistical and administrative put?osese
The tracts are permanently established so that coryarioons &ay be nade from year to
year and from census to census"

r
The study has been based upon infant nortality, stillbirth and tuberculosis

death rateso Tbese selections ryere nade beeause i-nfant raortality rates are widely
considered rtthe best jndex of civilizationn; and the tuberculosis death rate
notoriously reflects the standard of 1lving" These events on a snall area basis
lnvolve snal)- frequeneies rrith shar? variations fron year to year" For statistical
stability, therefore, all vital statistics rates as used in this report sre averages
for the ten year period, 191+0-f9l+go

Population and housing statistics, includ:lng average nonthly rentaln repair
needs, crowding, privat,e bath and private flush toilet facilities, and tenant occupa-
tj.on are as of the 19110 Censuso

The study has been oade separately fsr rhites and negroes, as tlre well-
knornr racial differentlals would otherrrise 'nake coryarisons iryossible. In eactr
case, the study has been confined tq traets where the respective racial populations
fora a significant percentage of the tqtal tract population.
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Problem areas have been <ieterm'ineci as having: (t) infant nortality rates
above the ci-ty average, and (2) rates above the city average in one or more of
three other selected faciors - stillbirth rates, tuberculosis death rates, and per*
cent of housing units needing maJor repair.

Shite Problen Areas

The study of white population (Table 1) tnus designates eight Census
Tracts (l'los" B, 11, J.2, L7, 2\, 25, 27 an<i 3b) as proble$ areas" Tbese tracts
represent white populations var;ring from Lr395 in tract 25 Lo 61279 in tract B;
'inrith comesponding occupled drhelhng units 3l*7 and LtrB9,

fhe statistical picture of the whj-te problem areas 1s more consistent than
was to be e:cpected n'hen measured by thi.s conplex correlation of factors. All the
tracts involvied have infant nortality rates and stlllbirth rates higher than the
city average" The tuberculosis death rates, with two exceptions are higher than the
eity average. It shoulci be remembered that the city average itself is nuch above the
low rates prevailing in most iraets"

fhe housing situation, i-n turn, coruelates with the poor health situation
with alqost equal consi-steney, With two excepti.ons the pereent of housing units
needing maJor repair is above the city average. kcept for two tracts, nonthly
rentals are below the city average" The degree of crowding, without exeeption, is
above the city average - in one case fi-ye times the city average, Percent of tromes

vrith no private bath is above city average for each of these tracts' Percent of
homes with no private flush toi-Let with a single exception is above the city averaget
and the percent of tenant-oequpied homes, wj.th three exceptions, is above city
averageo

Recormendations

White Tracts" Of the eight white census tracts under consideration,
because ofTE6EdeGriation in rates, rre find some difficulty in selecting
particular areas in greatest need from the standpcint of health and housing"

However, after analyzing all the factors involved, it is reconmended
that census tracts 11, and 17 and 2l+ combined be given special consideration for
slum clearance w"ith rehousi-ng of displaced persons j.n new deveLopcents j-n these or
other eensus tracts.

Census Tract 2J, whi-Ie having high nortality rates, has not been included
due to the location of a white housing project in thls area sinee the 19h0 housing
statistics rrere coupiled"

ft wiL1 be obserwed from the following table, that each of these traets
has excessive infant mortali-ty, still-birih and tuberculosi.s rates i.n coEparison
with the average for the entire City; ihe number of dwelling units needing major
repair is B8 percent in excess ol the city average in traet 11, and [J percent
higher in tralts 1? and 2l+ conbined. The number of hones with 1"51 or more
persons per room (connronly used. as an index of overcronding) is 22 percent above



City average in tract 11 and I6J percent higher
2l+ combined. Signifieantly high percentages in
also be noted for hones without private bath in

h"

than average in tracts 17 and
excess of City Average riIL
both of these tracts.

Infant Mortality Hate
Stillbirth Bate
?uberculosis Death Rate

Percent of Dwelliags Needi-ng
Major Bepair

Average Monthly Bental

Percent of llomes w"ith 1.51 or
More Persols Per Room

Percent of l{ones rith no Private Bath

Pereent of Homes s'ith no Private
Elush toilet

Percent of l{omes ?enant Occupied

PM,CENTAGE trCESS

Tract IL

32,1 percent
1l+.0 rl

17h"b n

BB"2 o

h3"B* n

22"2 n

39 "2 tt

10.1* ll
g"Sx n

OF CITY AVEAAOE

?racts U and 2L

55.6 percent
80.9 rl

r.3 n

Jr3.3 il
lrlr'1* n

166.6 n

72'2 n

6r.6 n

27.6 r

* less than City Average

The econo:nic status of the
by average nonthly rental, rhieh in
and lri+ percent under City Average in

residents of these tracts is
tract 11 was fu,[ percent below
tracts 17 and 2l+ conbined.

low as measured
City Average,
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Negro Problen Areas

The Negro study (fable 2) designates thirteen census tracts as havitg
higher than City Average infant rnortality and excessive rates in at 1east one other
:f tl: eategorles under consideratlon. ih*se tracts are 11, L3, 2\ and 25 combj.ned
?61 28t 32, bzt I+3 ana l,rl+ conbined, lr5, h6 and 51. ?bese ar"rs-represent Negropopulations varying froq.2rL3L i.n_tract 5t to g196:- in tract 28; vrith corresionding
occupied housj.ng units 5L0 ana 21605. the statistical healttr picture ls not so
eonsistent as in the case of whites"

The infant nortality rate in these tracts is above the City Average. Witbfive exceptions, the stillbirth rate is higher in all tracts" In six out of thethirteen traets the tuberculosis death rates are belos the City.Average. ?hi.s 1atter
circumstance is due, at least i.n part,, to the almost universally hi.gh average
tubereulosis death rate araong negroes" (ft nrill be noted that all death rates
average higher for negroes than for rrhites,)

ft is hardly necessary to search for blighted housing areas among the
lSegro population. An inspection of fable 2 rill sion that Negio hoaes n""Iiognajor repai.r, range ftom 25 percent j-n traet 5t to 62 pereent :n tracts lr3 and-l+!
conbined; .(e) tfrat the percentage of homes oitl, oo private bath varies fron 59-percentin tract 5t to 16 percent in traet b6; (l) that homes n:ith no private flush toiletvary from 16 percent in rract 5l to 86 iercent in tracts !6, "ira-tt*j 

-d;;;";"rrt.g"
of tenllt-occupied dwelling units is lowest (53il in tract ir *a'irieiresf rgi"iri'atraet ,116.

. . Negfg Traets" Practi.ca"lly every section of the city which is heavilypopulated by the Negro raee rnight be considered as blighted areas on the basis ofthe criteria used i.n this study for substsndard housing,

Sone of-the algaPl however, are particularly bad, and it is reeonmend.ed
that- traets 2Bt 32 and l+3-l+l+ conbined be given preference in the establishnent of
new housing for the negro population sith cLearance of sluns in tbese tracts; newdevelopnents for rebousing displaced persons need not neeessarily be placed. inthe sa^ne tracts"

Tract 28.has over 9rlO0.negroes living rithin its boundartes, lraet )Zhas a negro population_of nearly 51000 and tracis l+3-L! conbiaed has a-negropopulatiol^o! IrB57" The percentages of negro population to total tract i"oprrfa-ti-on are BB"7 in tract 2B; B0"l in tract 32J anir bt"T ir, tracts l+j,Lt.

As shown by the follouing table, trect 2B has rates itr excess of thecity average for all categories mder coniideration. The sane is trtre of traet
32, $:ith the exception of the stillbirth rate, and in tracts lr3.'lrl+ rith the
exception of the tuberculosis death rate.

All of these tracts are alnost tholly tenant occupied, the percentageof hone or{ners being only two percent in tractl 28 and in l+3-h!'combined, and.-slightly over ten percent in tract 32"
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?ract 28

7"

H(CESS OF CITY AVM,AGS

Tract 32 Tract h3-l+h

2B.J Percent llr"3 pereent
3"5* n ilr.5 R

18.3 fr O.|x R

fnfant Mortality Bate
Stillbirth Rate
Tuberculosis Death Rate

Percent of Dwellings Needing Major
Bepair

Average Monthly Rental
Percent of Hones rith 1.51 or More
Persons Per Room

rith no private

rith no Prlvate

Tenant 0eeupied

2.9 Percent
11.r rl

l+.3 rt

3,1 n

7"7 rf

0.8 n

3.3

LB,g
15.L

n
n

n

n

Pereent
Bath

Percent
Flush

Percent

of }Iones

of Homes
Toil9t
of fiones

n

fl

2b.2
10"0

].6.3

11.5

3l+.t
5.8

1$ "5
13"3

11.7

7"8

l+0,2
l'5.2

Tbese tracts have abnornally high tubereulosis death rates - 118.8 and
lll*'1 per 1001000 population in tracti Z8"and 32, respectively" rn tracis-if-t*,
the tuberculosis death rate (113.3) rhile slightiy below City-Average is exelsslvely
high in relation to the white tuberculosis raie oi 26.6 for ihe entire City.

Eighty-seven percent of drelling units in tract 28, 9b pereent i.n tract
32 and 91 percent in tracts l+3-bl+ have no private bath.

Over half-the dwelling units (5I.1+ percent) in tract 32, bZ"7 percentin tract 28 and 61.9 p"""ent in tract b3-Lb nLed rnajor repairo
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Changpjr_:Dur:Fg*lhe __Pe r I o g_gllFtqdy

During the past two and a half years the Healttt
Department has worked persistently to enforce health regu*
lations pertaining to housing" The program has been pushed
as rapidly as sourees of rsaterial and Labor would pernit.

ltork has been directed systenatically from census
tract to census tract and, so far, has been confined to the
area within one nile of the City I1a11.

Sore than 1e20O Negro dwelling units have been eon-
demned and vacated" Tl'ithin census tracts 28, )+3 and l+Lp

three hundred fifty-five (355) houses have been demolished
(the najority of thenr dup3-ex units), representing six hundred
twenty (620) dwelling units and the displacement of approxi-
nately one thousand seven hundred eighty*five (11785) people"

lfithin this sa:ne period there has been very little
building of Rew dwellings for Negroes to alleviate an increas-
ing and acute shortage" Thereforeo it is reconnbnded that
ttre tirst l{egro housing project of five hundred (5001 units,
or more, be constructed on open ground to replaee the already
dernolished. units j.n the friage area of downtown Birniaghano
This project should be loeated in the souttrwestern section
of the city, probably w'ithin the area bounded by the Ir. & lio
Railroad on the East and $outh, the A" G. 5o Railroad on the
North, and !&ontevaLLo Road on the West.

There are stiLl areas within Tract lil+ (in shich the
Medical Center is loeated) where houses should. be denoli.shed
beeause of strueturaL deficieneieso
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RECOM{ENDATION$

Insofar as health 1s concerned it nakes no difference
whether the rsorst slun areas in the eity are cl-eared and (1)
the trand used for parksu relocation of publj-c sehool-s, develop-
ed for business, 5-ndustry or housing by private enterprise, or
(2) tfre land used f,or i*rrediate eonstruction of publie housing'

FROU THE STANDPO]NT OF PUBI,IC i'EALTH IT TS ]MPORTANT

ONLY ?HI,T THE WORST SI,UM ARI]AS BS ETIMINATED. IN CACh j:TSIANCC

we reco$lmend that replaeement with standard housing be nade in
the sase OR OTH$,R eensus tracto Detaj-I of replacement, reloca-
iion or clearance and redevelopment j.nvolve problems more
<iirectly related io agencJ-es other than tbe Health Department,
prineipllly the Board of Education, Park Board, tibrary Board
and City &rgineer" Qbviously, the Planning Board should sersre

sith ful1 authority as eoordinator"

Sith one exception (traet 28) we reconnend that pub-
1i-c Lrousing (und.er Title fII) not, be replaced in the nfringe
areatt of dorrntown Birnri-ngharn" The fringe area includes census
tracts 28e 26e \6, \50 and hh" A13- except traet b6 imediately
ad.joi.n tract 2J, whieh lnel-udes the dorcntown loop areao

The pj-eture of health and housing i-n the fringe area
is extremely bad" fn nany places there is najor developnent
of buslness and industry on the streets and avenues but there
is a clutter5-ng of nnany obsolete Negro dwellings on al}eys.

The fringe area uust eventually be eleared of all.
sluns and most standard duellings to provide expansi-on for busi-
ness and industry, ThJ.s progrann can be greatly aecelerated by
slum clearance and redeveloprnent by private enterprise as pro-
vided for il Title 1 of the Federal Housing Aet of 191+9" Se

have specifically reconmended slgm clearance and redevelopment
(mtfe f) in census traets lr! and 28" However, there is no
question but, that the same progran should be applied ts the
entire fringe area as far as finanees pernit" New housing
developments for whites are found firrther and further removed
fron dovmtown Birningham. Ney hcggr.4g deveLopm?nts g S3""*
(whether S private enterpri_se 9r U goveE4lnqn!) must l-ollerw
the sa,Ble pattern"
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$pecifically we reconslend that for tlie thirteen Negro
problem areas (see nap):

L First consideration be glven to the current acute
houslng shortage on the Southside (p.ge p) ql9 other areas by
eonstrietion oi the first Negro p"oi"ct of 500 units on open gror:nd

to replace, at least in partl tfrl f reOO units -demol-ished 
within the

past iwo "iA " half yeari" 'ihi" pro;ect.could well be located in the
southwestern sectioriof the city wit[i" the area borrnded by tbe L" & N"

RaiLroad on the south and East, the A, s, $n Rallroad on the NOrth and

Montevallo Eoad on the West"

2o SIum clearance in tract 32 (Tuxedo) and imediate con-

struciion of tuo 5OO-unit lrlegro projects in the sane or adjaeent tracts
(under Tiile III)"

There are 11619 occupied dwe1lings in this traet asa 51"1r

per cent are in need of najor "*pai", rwo prg{ects are suggested in erder
io give relief to the adjaient area in tract 33, wtrich is merely a coo-

tinuation of Tuxedo, and to give relief to slum areas in tracti 11 (Pratt
Cityl" As a natter of fact these developments could well serve to replace
substandard l{egro housing loeated anlmhere i-n the city"

3. Slun clearance in tract 28 and. insediate constraction of
one 500-unit Negro project (under Title III)"

?his is a large area having a Negro populaij.on of 9,96L
housed in 216O$ dwelling units of which 1*"7 percent need najor repair"
Ilowever, nuch of the tract lies on the llfringetf of the dovrntown business

"t"* *nd,should be redeveloped for other use; therefore, our recowenda-
tion number l+"

L, $Iurn clearance in tract 28 srith redevelopment (under Title 1)

by private enterprise for business and industry"

5o Slun
than drelling uset
areas immediatelY
$any of the houses
deficieneies.

We recomnrend for the ej.ght white problem areas (see sap);

6o $h:m clearance in tracts 1? and 2l+ (conbined), with rehousing
of displaced persons in one 500-unit wbite project in this or other traet
(under Title fII)"

clearance anc redevelopnent (under Title I), f,or other
j-n census tracts h3 anb hlr, especially in tract l+L in

adjaeent to the Medieal Center on the $outh and west"
ii uotn tracts should be demolished because of structural

7. SIun elearance in tract 11 (Pratt
displaeed persons in one 500-unit white project
(under Title Iff)'

Ci-ty) with rebousing of
in this or other eensus tracts

WE gISH TO R$ITSBATE THAT, FR0M TliE StAl,{DP0It{g 0F FUBTIC I{EAITH'

I1r IS ]HPORTA$T ONI,T TTT,IT THI; WORST STIIM A'IEA$ BE EIMTNATtrD" IOCATTON OF

BEPI,ACTTSNT UNIT$ INVOTVE TACTON$ U$IIhIAT$D ?O liEALTil"

f
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Uedical Center*lgvelopnen! fgggl Title I, Hauslng Aet gf 191!

Reference has been ur,ade in Eecorunendation number 5 to sli:m elearance
and redevel.opment for areas iranedj-ate1y to the South and West of the Medieal
0enter"

Plans for e:cpansion, as presented hereine are recomnended by the
Jefferson County Eoard of Health for the eonsicieratlon of the Planning Board"
They are in no sense ori-ginal aad have been discussed with Hr, James F" $ulzbysJro2
Chainnarr of the Planning Board, Mr. George 8yrum, Chairman of the Zoning Board,
Mr. ltill Ferguson, Mernber of the Board of Equalization, i)r" Roy R" Kracke, Dean of
the Medica-l College of Alabama, Co1" Harold Harper, Exeeutive Direetor, Birninghan
Housing Authorityp ffid Mr. Guy H" Tate, Director of the Bureau of $anitatj"on for
the l{ealth Department.

The nap (folLow"ing page) shows (f) tfre Medical Center as presently con-
stituted, (2) areas recoromend.ed for irmedj-ate acquisition, (3) areas reconnended
for early aequisition,

Developments aLready established are shown'in black outl-ine" Anticipated
developnents which have definite possibilities of fruition are sbornr in outline.
?lacement of the latter on the nap is intended to indicate the amount of space that
nay be required" l$e make no recosmendations for speclfic locations, though the
arrangement appears 3.ogiea1"

In redeveloping l"8th an<i 19th Streets between Bth and 9th Avenues, Southt
provi-sion should be made to widen streets to meet both traffie needs and to provide
angle parking" Curbs for tbe entire periphery of block 77,l+ should be set back far
enough to provide angle parking"

ft is reeornnended thatc

1o ?he la| additional blocks (see nap) be zoned and publ"iely declared
as sites for future Medical Center expansion.

Sush a declaration oa the part of the Planning Board sould
serve to warn property holders in the area that their property
is subject to purchase by eondemnatlon proceedings for Medical
Center use" ff this is not done, the area nay be so developed
rc'ith tbe erecti-on of substanti-al buildings as to nake its ulti-
mate puretrase expeasive and ilropraetical, In such case the
Medicel Center sould eease to grow"

Further justification for this action l-ies not only in pride of
developing a Sedical Center of outstanding service to the people
of Alabasa but of bringing to Birninghara institutions t'hat wiJl
materially add to our growbh and developnent. As an exaryIe,
the Yetera.ns l{ospital alone with a payroll of approximatetry 11000
eqployees will be nblg businessso

2, The City of Birrningham acqulre the addi-tional h| blocks,.or as much
of it as ls possible under a slum elearance and redevelopnent progra"B (Title I)
for resale to appropriate pri,vate, voh:nteer and government instituti-ons itr
development sf the Medical Center.

/
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Cooperatlvg Plannlng

ft is our understandi-ng that the Planni.::g Board for the
Clty of Birmirghan is authorized by the City Conn:ission to develop
a tMaster Plantt for Birningham" In doing so the Plannlng Board would
agt as a eleari.ng house for all interested, agencies participating in
planning, and would, in the end, fornulate those plans to be subnitted
to the Federal Ageniy as providlA :.:: Title I of the Housi-ng Act of L9b9"
This sa"ne Act (Title f) provides ttrat exeeutlon of the master plan, in
so far as 1t pertains to slum clearance and redevqlopnent sha11 be by the
Birninghan llousing Authority.

Under Title IIf the Birminghan l{ousing Authority, working with the
City Connission, plans and exequtes public bousi-ng progralaso &ech agency
hae a dlfferent center of interest but the responsibilities of each are
so interloeked that close eoordination and cooperatlon i-n plarrning is of
the first inportance"

The Board qf Health wishes for these two agencies the full working
assistance and. cooperation of the nany groups who ean and shorrl.d assist
in evolving the best possible ttMaster Plantt.


