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The 2011 American Housing Survey (AHS) included supplementary samples of 29 metropolitan 
areas.  The 2011 AHS  public use file (PUF) is the first to integrate metropolitan and national 
records in the same dataset.  This, and the need to protect respondent confidentiality in the AHS’ 
longitudinal panel, leads to some anomalies in the coding of the SMSA variable and in the way 
that analysts must select cases in order to include all of the records in each supplemented 
metropolitan area.  The table below was prepared by the Census Bureau and lists the selection 
condition to identify the records in each metro area.  For most areas, all that one needs to do is 
select records with a specified SMSA code.  However, in a few areas, one must also include 
records with a specified CMSA code or with more than one SMSA value. 

Note that if you wish to distinguish cases in the core national sample from those in the 
metropolitan supplemental sample, you should use the variable NATLFLAG, which takes the 
value of ‘1’ for national cases and “2” for metropolitan cases.  This variable was introduced in 
version 1.1 of the 2011 PUF. 
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AHS Area Name in American FactFinder Selection Condition 
Anaheim-Santa Ana, CA AHS Area (SMSA = 0360) 
Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Marietta, GA AHS Area (SMSA = 0520) 
Birmingham-Hoover, AL AHS Area (SMSA = 1000) 
Buffalo-Niagara Falls, NY AHS Area (SMSA = 1280 or CMSA = 10) 
Charlotte-Gastonia-Concord, NC-SC AHS Area (SMSA = 1520) 
Cincinnati-Middletown, OH-KY-IN AHS Area (SMSA = 1640) 
Cleveland-Elyria-Mentor, OH AHS Area (SMSA = 1680) 
Columbus, OH AHS Area (SMSA = 1840) 
Dallas-Plano-Irving, TX AHS Area (SMSA = 1920) 
Denver, CO AHS Area (SMSA = 2080) [CMSA codes of 34 are not 

used because some of those are in 
Boulder, CO, which is not part of the 
Denver MSA] 

Fort Worth-Arlington, TX AHS Area (SMSA = 2800) 
Indianapolis-Carmel, IN AHS Area (SMSA = 3480) 
Kansas City, MO-KS AHS Area (SMSA = 3760) 
Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA AHS Area (SMSA = 4480) 
Memphis, TN-MS-AR AHS Area (SMSA = 4920) 
Milwaukee-Waukesha-West Allis, WI AHS Area (SMSA = 5080) 
New Orleans-Metairie-Kenner, LA AHS Area (SMSA = 5560) 
Oakland-Fremont-Hayward, CA AHS Area (SMSA = 5775) 
Phoenix-Mesa-Glendale, AZ AHS Area (SMSA = 6200) 
Pittsburgh, PA AHS Area (SMSA = 0845 or SMSA = 6280) 
Portland-Vancouver-Beaverton, OR-WA AHS Area (SMSA = 6440 or CMSA = 79) 
Providence, RI AHS Area (SMSA = 6480 or CMSA = 80) 
Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario, CA AHS Area (SMSA = 6780) 
Sacramento--Arden-Arcade--Roseville, CA AHS Area (SMSA = 6920) 
San Diego-Carlsbad-San Marcos AHS Area (SMSA = 7320) 
San Francisco-San Mateo-Redwood City, CA AHS Area (SMSA = 7360) 
San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA AHS Area (SMSA = 7400) 
St. Louis, MO-IL AHS Area (SMSA = 0275 or SMSA = 2285 or SMSA = 

7040 or CMSA = 82) 
Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Newport News, VA-NC AHS Area (SMSA = 5720) 
 


