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NAIIO}IAt ASSOCIAIIOI{ OT HOUSIilG AND RTDEVTTOPIITENT OTTICIATS
'I 413 K STRE ET, N.w. o \{ASHINGTON 5, D.C.

TO HELP IN THE PLANNINC OF

LOCAL CELEBRATIONS OF THE

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

UNITED STATES HOUSiNG ACT OF 1937

here is arrkit" fu1l of ideas. The materials were put together as a joint service
of NAHRO's Housing Division and of the Pubiic Relations Cornmittee. with the
assistance of the Public Housing Administration.

It is recognized that there js no singLe sure-fire forrnula for conducting a
successful 1oca1 observance of the Z5th anniversary of the 1937 acL. But it
is definite that the flesh-and-blood significance of a quarter of a century of
p[Uti. housing can best be dram aLtzed 1oca1 Ly, focusir-rg on homes that are
up and occupied--or on the way--as a result of Congressional aclion 25 years
ago. No matter how old--or young--a 1ocal prograrn is, it's sti1l ,religiblel
for a Z5-year celebration.

Ideas for getting the spotlight on loca1 programs during this silver anniversary
year are carried in the eighl kit sections specified belorn'. If you put any of these
ideas to work, be sure to 1et us know. And donrt overlook this 25th anniversary
celebration as a special opportunity to relate the public housing, the slum clear-
ance, the neighborhood conservation, and the codes enforcement program.

I -- Public Housing AdminisLration facl sheet

Z -- Sample proclamati,on for mayor or 1oca1 governing body

3 -- Chronology of 1ow-rent housing and slum clearance progress

4 -- Local fact sheet for Z5th annjversa'ry distribution

5 -- Suggestions for 25th anniversary news releases

6 -- Suggestions for open houses or tours observin g Z5tirr anniversary

7 -- Additional ideas for 25th anniversary observance

I -- Z5th anniversary emblem, for reproduction on
letlerheads, etc.

pamphlets, reports,

4"A-
A. J. Harmon,
NAHRO President

The Right Reverend Monsignor
Leo A Geary, Vice-presjdent
NAHRO Housing Division

Charles L. Farri s,
Chai.rman, NAHRO Pubiic
Relat,ions Comm ittee
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0
PUBLIC ITOUSING AIHINI.STRAITON PAG'T SHEEf,

In the epriirg of 196?o the Loqr-Rent PubLlC Houslng Frogran data werc

as follo'trg t

!. SLze of the ProgEan

Under reseavatl'on

In pre-conatmetlon

Under conatructfon

Under oanagement

Total Acttvc

2. Senlor Cltlzens ln Rrbllc
Lo&r-Rent Houslng

Prograna under reaenratfon

In pre-constructlon

Under constructlon

Ilnder uanageunnl -' HA e !6

0ther

lttunber o!
Ifnltg.

4Lr72t+

7A.23'+

47 )206

504r433

621 r873

17.277

8r967

4r860

97o000

Pro{ecte*_

a3 Iaeal Authortttes wt th PllA
Prograne

Ae of Deeeraber 31' 1,961

l{arch 31, 1957

llareh 31, 1962

(trLve-year Lncrease

L,2r+1

909

lr27l

362, or 40%)

f*al, AuthorLtleq wl_th. gptts Tgtal
mt@ """e 

Plaeer

ll87

286

21924

3r719

223

108

84

N.A"

969

N.A.

988

1,639

l)236

N.A.

There are no$ 2r5OOrOO0 persons livlng ln lmr-rent publLc houetng Projectt

uader the JurLsdLcttou of the RrblLc f,oucl.ng AduLnlstratlon" 75S of ell

fanllles lncluda mtnorc, averegfng 3.13 per fanllyo

4
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Smple Proclometlon
f,or llryor or Local Governlng Uody

tJhereas I

Septerber t. Lg62 uarhs the trrenty-f tfth annLverse.ry of the

algnlng of the Unlted Stetes tloueing Act of tg37, whlch becans the

baelg for eooperatlon between local commrnitles 8nd the Federal

gorrcrnment l.n publl.e houai,ng and slum eleararrce progrenrr erdr

l{hereaa !

In the twenty-g1ve years enouLng our NatLon has uede greet gtrldes

ln the fl,ght agaLnet sluu housLng condLtlone and Ln the provleton

of decent, safe and ganitary homea f,or fanllLes of lou Lneoe, to

the polnt thet earll.er thle year, the 500r000tb home -- eo[atructod

under the Lar-Rent program o srES opened for oecupancy, andl

llhereaa r

rn the 
--Jearg 

sl.nce the Howlqg Authorlty(Bgnewal AEenev)of

(clty or countvl wag creeted by the (f,overning body) of (place)

It has provLded S"+ homes and./o-r, has undertaken the redevelopent

of llgr.l acrea for the Lmproveuent of ltvirg conditlons of, ill the

cl,tLzeng of lglg).
Non, Therefore, Be It Proclated: That,

Saturdayr Septenber lr 1962 be deslgnated as ("Hou.g[ng and Redevelop-

uEnt.Day' ?- or whatever ig apprggrittgl Ln (plgge), and all agenclee,

organLzatl.ons and citlaens take all appropriate steps to honor the

accoopllahuents of the past and redouble thel.r support and ef,forte

for the futurc.



Chronology of Lor-Rent Hourlng
and Slun Clearance Progreee

July 20, f892
(5Zna Congresa)

Uarch 1, 1918
(65th Congreee)

May 16, 1918
June 4, 1918
(65th Congreae)

June 16, 1921
(67th Congreea)

Juty 21, 1932
(72nd Congreae)

July 22, 1932
(7Zna Congreae)

June 13, 1933
(73rd Congress)

Publlc ResolutLon 22 provlded $20r000 for
lnveatlgglLion of atung in cltleg over
2001000 and report by Connlasloner of labor.

Ptrbllc Law 102 authorlzed U.S. ShLpptng Board
to provide houstng for shlpygrd_e$ployeea.
Produced 101000 hones, 19 dorua and I hotela.

Publlc Laws 149 and 164 provtded funde f,or
bouelng.fg-or wsr workere to U.S. Houelng
Corporation,

Publlc Law 18 created Dtvlelon of Bulldins
&.Houei.lg in n

Public Law 302 authorlzed Reconetructlon Ftnanec
Corporatton to Eahe loang to cgrporatlons forued
to- provlde housing f;Fffiffi;Ae fanitics or
to reconstruct elum treas. (Knickerbocker Vlllagc,
NYC; Pord Co.r Kansaa rural horneg).

Public Law 304 authorlzed creatl.on of Federal
Home toan Bank Board whtch rcaulted ln preeent
Hone Loan Bank sygtc[l

3 a

a

Public Law 43 authorized creatlon of ltooe
Orlnere
of dis

Ioan Corpor ation to reflnance mort[atreB
ssed home

June 16, 1933
(73rd Congreea)

Juns 27, 1934
(73rd Congreea)

Aprll 8, 1935
(74th Congrcee)

.ruly 22 | 1937
(75th Congress)

Pr.rblic Law 67. National Induetrlal Recovery Act,
I t authori of

Feder Sav ngs & Loan As

funde to finance low-construc
housing and subsLstence homes

includin

and the chartering of
sociati.ons.

t on and glum-clearance
teadg.

Public Law 479. Nltional Houaing Act created
Federal HousinE Adminlstretlon to i.nsure rortgages
on ncw homes and hone repalrs and renodeltng.

Publlc Resolution l1 approprLated funds for
ML for hou ln a

publle
WPA

and DepartDent of Comcaer ce undertook f et extenalve
urben property lnventory Ln 203 area8.

Public Law 210 authorlzed 40-year 3% loane lor
famr housins-



Chronology of Lonr-Rent Houelng
and Slum Clearancc Progrear

SGptelhr I r 1937
(75tt Congreae)

June 7, 1939
(76th Congreaa)

June ll, 1940
June 13, 1940
(76th Congreea)

June 28, 1940
(76th Congreaa)

Oetober 14, 1940
(76th Congresa)

June 22, 1944
(78th Congreee)

June "23, 1945
(79th Congreae)

July 27, 1947
(80th Congrcae)

July 15, 1949
(81st Congrees)

August 8, 1949
(8lst Congresa)

PublLe Law 412 created U.S. Houstng Autborlty
to provlde loans and annual contrlbutlons to
local publlc houelng agencl.ea tor lor-rent
houelng and alun clearancc proJcctc.

Rrblic Reaolutton 20, Plen No. 1r puttlng SC,
FNMA' HLBB, HOLC, FSLI.C AI\D PHA lnto Federal
Ipane Agency and transferrlng U.S.HA to Federal
l{orke Agency.

PrlblLc Lewg 588 and 611 appropriated war
emergency funda for Presldent, partlally ueed
to establish Defense Honea corporatfon to provLdc
defense houcing,

Publi.e Law 671 anended HA r37 to authorfze uae
of lor-rent program authorlty to Eeet defenae
houslng needs during the euergency.

Publle Law 849. Lanharn Act, as cubsequcntly
anended, becane baeic war houglng law, provldLng
945r000 accosrmodati.ons, l.ncludlng veteranst
energency houalng after l,ltl II.

Publlc Law 346. Servicements ReadJustnent Act
authorlzed, among other things, the guaranty ard
inourance by Veterane Adninlctratlon of GI
houeing loana.

Publle Law 87 added to Lanhan Act, the Tltlc V
program for uee of publle war houslng and
construction of temporary houslng for gervlce-
nen and veterans.

Reorganlzation Plan No. 3 eetabliehed lloualng
and Home Finance Agency to succeed ltatlonal
Houelng Agency ln coordtnatlng Fcderal houalng
prograr[8.

Publtc Law 171 estebllshed Natlonal houclng
obJectlvee and polieles, enlarged HA t37 program,
expanded FllA programsr €stablished Slum Clearance
and Urban Redevelopment progrem.

Pnblic Law 211. Added "l.lherry Act'r rental houalng
lneurancc to provide houaing at nllltary and
defenee i.nstallat Long.

2



Chroaology o! t"ftRent Eouelng
end 81rm Clearencc Progreaa

Aprll 20, l95O
(8lrt Congreaa)

Scptclbcr 1r l95l
(tt2nd Congreea)

Auguot 2, 1954
(83rd Gongreaa)

Augult 7, 1956
(84th Congrcaa)

JUne 30, 1961
(87tb Gongrcar)

Pr'rbllc Law 475 provl.ded for dLaposltl.on of
t{ar and Energency ltousLng (Ianhan Act ) r
lncludLng transfer of peruancnt ProJectt
to local authorltle! and publlc bodlce for
lorrrent.houelng uae, 8nd deuolltl'on or
ealc of remalnder.

Pnbtic taw 1,39, Defenee Houslng and Comualty
FacilitLce and Servlcee Act of 1951r lncluded
provlrlon for conetnrctlon of defenec houctng
ln crltlcal defanse ereas durlng a llni.ted
perlod.

Prrrbtic Law 560, Roueing Act of 1954' provLded
Stic. 220 and 221 progran for prl'vate lotr-cost
houslng to facllltate urban renewal, created
the l{orkable Progro requi.rementr expanded
the urban redevelopurent @ncept to "urban
renewal' and establlghcd a concept of self-
ltquldation f,or publi.c housLng whan poealblo.

Rrbltc Lew 1020 redeflned nlow-rent fanLlyn
to tnclude alngle elderly PerEon! and authorlzcd
prloritl.cs and speclal congtruetfon featuree
for elderly occupancy of lan-rent proJects.
Rclocatlon pElnoenta authorlzed for farnlllee
and businesses dlslocated by urban renewat.
Urban Renewal Planning Advancee and General
Neighborhood Renewal Plan features added to
Urban Renewal Program.

Publlc Law 70, Eouslni Act of 1961 authorLzed
the conpletlon of the Lor-Rent progran ot
up to 8l0r000 untts enacted by HA t49, provLder
$f20 addLtional annual payuent, rhen needed, on
unita occupied by elderly, gavo LllArl grectcr
eutonory in rental and occupancT prorzltl,cnat
attacked "upper lor tncoae" houefng problea by
authori.zlng below-tbe-narket loans Lnaured by
FS, llberallzed FHA home inprovement losre to
lld renewal, provlded funde for experlnentatLon
ln lor-coat houeLng, authorlzed the'condomfnfrni
concept for uultlplo-houalng onnerahl.p.

t



tocal Fact Sheet or PamPhlet
for 25th Anniverear:y Distrtbution 4,
rf your authority or egency does not already have such a publlcation,

the 25th Anniversary observance- offers a good opportunlty to distrtbute

a &!, S[eeL or brte-{ pqgphl-e-t givtng baslc faeta about your program.

Thls does not need to be elaborate or expeneive. Moet Lmportant, Lt

should be brlef and factual.

It should i.ncluder

rnformatton about your authorlty or ageney. when created, ortgi.nal

members and execrrtlve direetor, important people involvecl ln ita
establi.shment;

War Housing Record, if applleable3

Informatlon about the physical aspeets of your projects. llhen built,
eost, number of uni.ts, averege rent;

operarions: Average rents, including uti.lities; average income of

tenants; number of elderly, ntrober of children, number of famtlLes

housed since ineeption. Facts shorrld be briefly stated and organi.zed

for quick aulnmary by reporters, apeakers appearlng before c6rumunity

organtzations on a 25th Anniversary theme, to be passed out at open.

houses or in meetings. A basie information piece sueh as thls erill
have many use', everr after the 25th AnnLver'ery l_a well past.

Several formats may be eonsidered. A straightforward fact sheet rrith
llttle but the well-cr8anl-zed nanes, dates anrl fi.gureg has rauch to conmend

tt. A slmple one or two-fcl'J, probably mimeographed or multilLthed,
slzed to fi.t a bueiness envelope, might give more opportunlty for bri.ef
paragraphs aborrt the history, purpose and objecttves of your program.



SuggertLmr fer
25th Atrnt\nerret? Newr Raleriss - for Newspaperg, Redl.o, TII

A nunber of supplementary stattetics and facts which local authorltleg and

agenctee can assemble in connectlon plth 25th AnnLvereary observance wLll.

have usefulnegs in Annlversary publlcity and probably l-n uany other weyo

[n the future.

Theee would include ldentlfieatlon of the faully or pe.roon who hae ll.ved

longest on the project, the oldest person, the Largest famtlyr any other

aspecta of the tenent body which hane human interest. You may have persons

of note who are Itgraduates" of your program whom you can recognlze -- out-

atandlng students, sports ftgures, even rrfemous, people wtro wilL be of

intereet to the public as former residents.

There are facts concerning the operation of the program wtrtch ean be

interpreted [n i.nteresting weyB to the public -- the anount spent annually

ln operati.on and maintenance, the savings to tenant farilies below rents

they would be paying other.wlae, vhieh ean then be spent for food, clothlng,

medical care and other Living essentials; and, of course, the figuree on

Peyments in Lleu of Taxes -- ennually, cumulati.vely, compered to normal taxes

on the site before development, and so on.

For Urban Renewal Projects, simil,arly interesting statisti-cs can be assembled

for a review which will keep in the publie mind the importance of the program

to the comunlty: Value of the redeveloped projeet, the. comparison of tax

revenues before and after redevelopment, va.lue of the areas devoted to publlc

PurPoses in terms of reereation opportunities, improved publlc faci.lities,
number of substandard units eliminated or rehabiliteted, etc.

5"



Suggeationg for Open Houees or Toura
Obeervlng 25th ArrnLversent 6.
The September I annLvergary date of the etgnlng of the Houalng Act.of 1937

Preeents excellent opportunltlea for Local Housing Authorlttes and Local

Publlc Agencies to shq! their conmunitLes what they are dol.ng. Septenber I
falls on a Saturday;- or another dey such ag the ArurLnerlary of thc authorLt,

or egency mtght be used with a tle-ln to the annLveraary lf lt Ls more

advantageous locally.

Whlle ealling attention to the 25 years of the program'e operatlon and to the
acconpllshments of the local authorlty or egency (or both) fron lneeptl.on,
the local authority and/oc agency can fnvite the publLe to rfeome end seerr
what ia bei.ng done currently.

If the Anntvereary can be tled to a dedLeati.on of a new proJect, e ground-
breaklng, or another elgniftcant local event, so much the better, but the
observance could be ln tenns of publi.c lnspeetion of work eurrently under-
eray or proJeeta which heve been in oper:atlon for some ttme, a eentral offlee
open house, toure by sqhool students, local ageney representatives, servLce
and civie clubs, etc.

Of eourge the event would present- an opportunlty for participatlon by the
local neurspapers, televiaion stations, etc. Feature stories and prograns
could either pre-cede the event to publtclze it, or follorrr to review lt for
those who did not attend.

If no other observance were planned, a ti.me might be eet aslde in the course
o[ the open house for recognition of clvl.c leadere who had a part i.n
the local programg, for "oldegt'r tenants, 'toldestrt employees, etc.

If unlts in a low-rent project are being shown, this givee an opportuni.ty for
local merchants to cooperate by provlding approprlate furnlahingeror other-
wise participattng.

Refreshnenta mlght be aerved by membera of a senlor citizens group or sorne
other group ide.ntlfied with the progran. A guest book mi.ght be manned by
other courmunity representattves, while parking, directLng vlsltors along
a router etc., could be supervised by memberg of etlll other organizatione
sho would want to have a pert in the oeeasion.

Coples ol the Faet Shcet or Infomation Pauplrlct euggected Ln Itcn 4 of thle
"klt' uLght rrll be prcaented to vi.aLtorr to uakc a rccord ol tbolr vtelt
and to hclp then cxplal.n whrt they hrve recn to frlaudr end netghborr.



Additional Ideas for
25th Anniveraary Observance 7.
Annual Reports -- Include resume of the progress and accompllahrents of

loeal program slnce lte lnception, with reference to ite baslc beglnnlnge

ln the passage of the Horrsing Act of 1937. A paragraph on the Natlonal

progran might be included.

Annual Meetinga -. These present opportunities for summary of your progremra

development and stock-taking for the future. If no other oeeasion is planned,

your annual meeting mi.ght be the time to honor persons and organizations who

have figured in the origin and development of your progrem. Ihe 25 yeare of

tlte Nati.onal progrem ean be used as a backdrop for the story of the locel

agency.

Anniversarv Editlon. or Page. of Newgoaoer sDee ial Docunentarv TV Shor

t{lth the interest and cooperation of your Local newg medi-a, e round-up of

news and feature material would capit-allze on the 25th Anniversary and point

up the story of your agency, with emphaeia on its current program and the

plana for the future. Here nould be a natural opportunity to feature the

,oldegt ori.ginal tenantfr, oldest employee, original cormlaslonera, public

offl.ciala, and others important to the local progran.

some authorities and agencies have 10-year-and-oveF recognitLon programlt

for euployee8 -- others might want to conelder starting aornethlng of thie
kind -- perhape a 'llousing and Slum Clearance Ploneere Club" or other

ealrtte to long service with norale effect as lrell as pubticity value.

Posta(e lE,ter Indicla If you use a postage meter, it ia poasible to obtaln

a design for lneertlon ln your machine which might lncorporate elements of the

25th Anniversary emblem, or otherwise call attenti.on to the event locally or

nat lonal ly.



Addltional Ideas for
25th lnniversary Observance

SpeakLng Opportunities Your Faet Sheet and other materials reeulti.ng

from thle mkftrr wi1[ provlde exeellent materiale to supply to eooniesi.oners

and agency nembers, publie officiala and others lrho may have opportunlti-es

to make speeehes about the Netional and Locel program, before eervlce and

eivlc clrrbs, Ln radio and TV appearancea and wherever houslng and redenelop-

uent wlll flnd a reeponsive audience. Since Sunttay directly follows the

September I anniveraary of the aetuel aigni.ng of the 1937 llouelng Actr you

nay find your Loeal Minieterial Allianee lnterested Ln cooper:ating by

auggestlng seroon re.ferenees to the soeial and humanitartan aspects of the

progran.

Baste Htstorieal surunary PllA is prepartng an officlal pauphlet

reeountlng the story of the passa.ge of the Houeing Act of 1937 and what

has happened sinee. Several NAITRO Regions are undertaki.ng eiullar sumariea

for their areas, to be publiahed in mimeogrephed or even printed form.

such a story, reviewing in faetual, probably ehronologi.cal, form the

de.velopment of the programs withLn yortr eumounity from the creation of the

euthority and/or agency, night well be undertaken at the outset of, any

program to capitalize on the 25th Anniversary theme. As sueh a "hletor7"
ts put together, it will suggest many angles which will.be.i.nteresting

to the public and well worth developrrent froo the suthority or egency

point of vlew.


