HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR . Washington 25, D. C.

Enclosed is a copy of a record of the proceedings and conclusions
reached by the group at your Table during the Women's Congress on
Housing, as prepared from the architect's check list and the stenog-
rapher's notes.

This record has been organized along the lines of discussion. It
shows the conclusions of the group, expressed as a consensus or
majority, and sets forth the minority opinions, supported where
possible by a record of votes. Reasons and comments of the various
delegates on which decisions were based have been included to the
extent of the record.

In some cases the record is incomplete, either because time was not
available for full discussions and action, or because of gaps in the
record kept.

The record is organized in the following manner:

1. The record of the Congress organized along the lines
of discussion, following the General Qutline of the
agenda. '

2. A list of items which would be eliminated or changed
because of considerations of economy.

3. A summary, representing the conclusions which the
Housing and Home Finance Agency believes can be
drawn from the record of the choices which the group
would make, based on various levels of income.
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I would greatly appreciate it if you would review this record and advise
me if, in your opinion, it represents a correct expression of the intent
of your group. I am particularly interested in being certain that the
record of your group's conclusion is correct. Your own preferences
may be included in the minority opinions. These too should be checked
and any omissions indicated.

- Where information is indicated as being incomplete it would be helpful
if you would send to me your "remembrance" of what transpired at the
Congress, or supply data not given during the Congress.

Will you kindly send your comments to us not later than July 12th?

I take this opportunity to express to you again my sincere gratitude
for the splendid work that you did in helping to make the Congress a
success and for giving your Government the benefit of your knowledge
and experience.

Sincerely yours,

nabelle Heath @

Assistant Administrator
(Administrator's Office)

. Enclosure
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WOMEN'S CONGRESS ON HOUSING
Table #1
New England States

} and
Upper New York 8tate

I INTERIOR PLANNING

A BASIC COMPONENTS

1.

2.

3o

L.

Kitchen plus Dining (Informal)

c¢. Space for table and six chairs,

All agreed that the kitchen should be separated from other areas, bui
with a table large enough to seat at least six,

Reasons given by delegatess

(1) Separate kitchen keeps odors out of rest of house.

“(2) So that children may dine in the kitchen when there is company.

(3) 8it down table so you can work comfortably instead of having to
~~ stand up. Eating table should double for working purposes,
(b) Against bar-type area with stools for children., Children are better
- mannered if they eat at table. Should have enough table space for
six in kitchen, ,

;I.aundry in Separate Utility Room

All agreed that there should be a separate utility room adjacent to the
kitchen with an entrance through a small foyer from the rear door.

The utility rcom should have good light, single laundry tub for soaking
clothes, space for ironing where board can always be up when not in use
but can be readily used, bins for dirty clothes, counter for sorting
clothes and for cutting out patterns, shelf space for mending, tennis
rackets, baseball things, etc., Space should be provided for a washing
machine and dryer,

Rear Entrance

A1l agreed on a small foyer, comnecting kitchen, laundry-utility room and
stairs to basement,

‘Half-Bath at Kitchen Entry

All sgreed on half-bath in the utility room.

This was a logical outgrowth on discussion of need for space for children
to wash, prepare flowers, outside drinking fountain, etoc.
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1 INTERIOR PLANNING

A BASIC COMPONENTS

Se

6e

To

Basement

All agreed that a full basement was essential, It should have an
exterior entrance,

Reasons given by delegatess

(1) Cheapest space to buy.
(2) Provides space for heating and cooling equipment.,
(3) Provides space for water heating equipment,
(L) Provides space for work bench and tools,
(5) Provides space for maintenance supplies,
{6) Provides storage for: screen and storm sash

lawnmower and garden tools

garden and terrace furniture

; bikes, trikes, and other wheel toys.
) Storeroom for storage of trunks, etc,
) Flace to put such things as bicycles that have to be repaired.
) Half basement closed off for storage.
) Inside stairway so part can be storage and other side recreation roor'
) Recreation room for teenagers. :
} Meeting and recreation room for teenagers.
13) Second living room so teenagers can use.
(1L) Good area for recreation because of noise of children if on same
floor level, , ,
(15) Area in basement for workshop for son and husband,
(16) Basement half way up for easy access,
(17) Hot and cold water in basement even though laundry is not done there -
should have separate entrance.

(18) Basement as shelter in event of tornado.

Attie

All agreed that attic was not essential if provisions were made for keeping
the house cool, and adequate storage was provided elsewhere for off-season
clothing and items periodically used, as baby carriage, holiday ornaments,
etc. The attic should be used for ventilation only and not for storage.

Dining Room (Separate)

A1l agreed they would like to have a separate dining room, but if the
kitchen had to be smaller because of having dining room, then they would
prefer sacrificing it,

Reasons given by delegétess

(1) Separate dining room i‘or nicer entertainment,



’ INTERTOR PLANNING
A BASIC COMPONENTS

7« Dining Room (Separate) - continued

(2) Dining room can be used for a lot of dlfferent thlngs, such as
couch for guests,

(3) Prefer separate dining room. Now has to sacrifice dining room for

. other space in kitchen, That space can be used again as a dining

- room when children are grown and away from home, If have to

sacrifice anything should be dining room.

(L) Had to sacrifice dining room so put up table in living room when
have company. Prefer dining room, but would rather have large
kitchen if there is to be a sacrifice,

8. Parlor Living Room

reed ~ revert to old-fashioned parlor type living room for adult
soci .y gracious entertaining; divorced more or less from the TV center.

Reasons given by delegates:

(1) Living room for a quiet place after the tiring day. There should
. not be a television or telephone in the living room.

(2) Living room for grownups, not to be used by children as other rooms
in house,

(3) Living room with high windows for putting books, etc., under some
of the windows,

(4) Iiving room should be placed so that there will not be a view of
the bathroom.

9. Front Entrance Foyer

agreed that there should be a foyer at front door sc that you do
no enter directly into the living room.

10, Guest Coat Closet

All agreed that a guest coat closet was essential in the front entrance
Toyer. .

11, Den - Guest Room

All agreed that a separate den-guest room was desirable,

- Reasons given by delegates:

(1) Separate room for television, hide-a-bed to be used for guest room,
and for children when ill,
-(2) Separate room for children and TV,




INTERIOR PLANNING
A BASIC COMFONENTS

12, Bedrooms (Exclusive of Den-Guest Room)

All agreed that three bedrooms were ‘éésential.

- ALl agreed that it is desirable to economize on bedroom area by small
-~ rooms with built-in desks, chests, storage, large closets with as much
built-in furniture as possible,

Reasons given by delegatess

(1) Separate small bedrooms with storage walls,

(2) Bedrooms should be as much built-in to make as functional as possible,

(3) High enough ceilings for bunk beds. Separate closet space for privacy
for each youngster, Should have built-in study table,

(L) High windows in bedroom for storage space underneath,

(5) Should have shelves along wall for toys, etc.

(6) Children should have shelves for all sorts of things along the whole
side of wall, :

(7) One delegate suggested areas for beds, chests, etc., sc rooms could
be closed off for sleeping, and opened during day for play area, .

13. Bedroom Closets

All agreed that there should be a minimum of two closets in the parents!
Pedroom and one closet in each other bedroom, minimm size 2'=6% x 5tuOW,

Reasons given by delegatess

(1) Children need hanging and storage space. Separate closet for each
child, '

(2) Would like adjustable rods for children's clothes. ‘

(3) One delegate suggested that in master bedroom there should be two
closets that are walk-in with lights. (The consensus was for
216" depth,)

'1h. Bathrooms
All agreed on 1-1/2 baths, One-half bath to be located near rear entry,
All agreed that main bath to have 18% x 21m lavatory with 36® high counter,

The group felt that the bathroom needed to ‘be modernized like the kitchens
have been in recent years,

Bathroom should ha#e water closet that hangs on wall, lavatory should be
higher and deeper with a counter top, and with shelves underneath for ‘
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INTERIOR PLANNING

A

BASIC COMPONENTS
1k. Bathrooms - continued

storage, Bathtub should be completely separate from shower stall, with
storage shelf for soap, etc., and a light over it for reading, The
bathtub should have some sort of railing for getting in and out of the
tub so as to avoid accident,

Comments of delegates:

(l) Bathroom should have oversized sink with recessed fixtures to keep
. from punching into the baby's ribs when you bathe him, you need this
if you have four babies like I do, and six like Mrs. has,

“+ Don't want to go to the kitchen to bathe baby as he would get chilled
taking him that far from the bedroom after you have him ready for a
bath. Bathinet is not sanitary enough to bathe the baby in.

€2; The 31" type now in use is too low,
8ink should be high enough so I can wash my hair m.’ohout stooping

over too far,

(4) The sink should not have exposed pipes so you don't have to get on
hands and knees to wash them,
. (5) .Tub should be raised so you won't have to break back to bathe
children, Could have about three steps to get into it.
"{6) Do not think tub should be raised as it would be dangerous for older
- -people to ¢limb steps to get in tub, In some cases they are not
able to get into the present type, :
(7) Tub arranged so older people can get into it without an accident.
(8) If tub has a hand grip on 11; you can get someone older in the tub
without accident,
(9) A reading light over the tub for those people with arthritis, or
iogeone ill where they are required to sit for long periods in the
Do

. (10) Medicine cabinet that locks so small children cannot get into it.

15, Other Storage

F‘ was indicated that storage for the following items should be provided
or:

gl) Sheets, pillow cases, etc,

2) Blankets, bed covers, etc,

(3) Bath towels, mats, face clothes, etc,

(4) Bath supplies, soap, tissues, etc.

(5) Medicinal supplies, :

-(6) 0ff-season clothing,

(7) ‘Sports equipments golf, temnis, skis, etce

No special locations were indicated for these items to be stored,



I INTERIOR PLANNING
A BASIC COMPONENTS
15, QOther Storage - continued

TO BE CHECKED BY DELEGATES: (Comments and suggestions of the delegates
are invited on the followings)

Suggestion: It is suggested that sheets, pillow cases, bMets and bed
covers be stored overhead on shelves in bedroom closets, or
in furniture in the room.

Suggestions Bath tbwels, mats and face clothes be “stored‘ in hall linen
closel near bath,

Suggéstion: Bath supplies, soap, tissues, etc., be stored in undercounter
: closets in bathroom,

‘Suggestions Medicinal supplies in closet over lavatory mirror out of
children's reach, or in locked section of medicine cabinet,

Suggestiom That off-season clothing and séasonally ugsed sports equipw
ment be stored in a separate closet in bedroom section of
house,

16, Qarage

Consensus: Minimum size garage 20' x 20' for two cars, with enough room

ack of garage for lawnmower, garden equipment, baby carriages,
bicycles, etc., with door in middle of back of garage and concrete curb
8o car would not be driven into storage space,

Comments of delegatess

él; Two-car carport with storage space on one end,

2) Garage large enough for bicycles, baby carriage, tricycles. Need
oversized one-car garage, :

(3) Separate entrance for storage space, Need two~car garage, Suggest
rumning water and drain for washing car in garage, ‘

T b




® T

I  INTERIOR PLANNING e
A BASIC COMPONENTS e

 17. Homemaking Appliances
o All agreed that ‘éppliances rated as follows in order of importances

Builder Provide - Leave Space For

Split range (built~in wall

ovem and counter burers) 1

Refrigerator (builtein) 1
i Laundry tray , . , 2
~ Automatic washer | ; 3

‘ Kitchen vent fan
Automatic dishwasher 5

18, Movable Appliances

" 'All agreed that storage should be provided for an automatic mixer,
: m&e iron and vacuum cleaner, '

The room sweeper could be kept in the utility room.
The toaster and coffee maker should be left out available for ready use.

B MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES OF COMPONENTS

Minimum k » Desirable

l. Kitchen - Dining 12 x 14
2+ Laundry - Utility 8 x8
3. Rear Entrance As part of utility
L. Half-bath at Rear Entry , " 3x3 :
5. Basement ‘ , Full size
6. Attic . Vo
7« Dining Room 10 x 1
8. Parlor Living Room 1k x 18
9. Front Entrance Foyer hix 6
10, Guest Coat Closet 2.5.x5
‘11l. Den-Guest Room ﬁ 10x 12
‘ 12, Parents! Bedroom ‘ 10 x 12
. '13. Seécond Bedroom ' 10x 12

14, Third Bedroom 8x11



1 INTERIOR PLANNING

B MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES OF COMPONENTS

15,

16.
17.
18.
19,

Minimum © S Desirable

Bedroom Closetss

a, -Parents' = 2@ 2,5 x5

b. Children's = le 2.5x5

¢+ Den-Guest Closet - le 2.5x5

Bathroom (Main) . , 5x9

Other Storage o e

Garage (Two-car) 20 x 20

Garage Storage Lx?20

NOTE: There is no record of any desirable sizes having been indicated,
Was the intent that minimum sizes are also desirable? Or, if
more money was available would it be desirable to increase the
8sizes shown?

C IOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

1.

2,

3.

Kitchen and Laundry-Utility

Consensus: Kitchen should face back yard and also be with the laundry- .
‘utility room, Preferred orientation is toward the south or southeast.

Reasons given by delegatess

gl) Most important to see back yard. ,

2) Kitchen sink should be adjacent to the back door with a window
above in order to see children in back yard.

(3) Back door should go from kitchen to back yard, Need to see
children's play area, ,

(k) I picture kitchen and utility room with one outside door with a foyer,

~(5) Want bright kitchen, Particularly important when you are expecting

visit from stork.

Dining Room (Formal)

There was no particular preference expressed for dining robxi facing
rear, side yard or street, but the majority expressing a preference
would like it to face east,

Dne delegate ﬁi?eferred it to face west,

Parlor LivingﬁRoéﬂ .

All the delegates agreed they would not like the living room facing souths
one delegate expressed a preference Tor the living room on the north, .
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I . INTERIOR PLANNING

C LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

3e

b

Parlor Living Room - continued

Reasons given by delegates:

 Sun fades draperies in south-facing room. The one delegate preferring

northern exposure stated that she was not able to enjoy the living room
until evening anyway,

Bedrooms

Location and orientation of bedrooms with regard to lot outlook and sun
was considered of lesser importance than major rooms.

consensua: lLiving room should be next to dining roomj dining room next
chen; makes no difference where bedrooms are locat-ed.

D CONNECTIONS AND DIVISIONS BEIWEEN SPACES

1.

2.

3.

Lo

Kitchen

‘There should be partitions with doors between the kitchen-dining room

and laundry-utllz.ty, dining room and living room if there is a dining
roonm.

Consensus: The majority would prefer a sliding door between kitchen
and dining room. A minority of two would prefer swinging doors; one of
the two would prefer a shutter type swinging door.

A majority of eight would not 1ike a swinging door between the kitchen

- and utility TOOM.

Reasons: Too many doors to open when coming into house with groceries, etce

mninggoom - Living Room

There should be a partition and hinged door between the livmg and dining
rooms,

Front Mtram:e Foyer

The foyer should be separated from an access hall to living room, bedroom,
etc., by a partition and door.

Doors ’
There v}as unanimous agreement on hinged doors for bedrooms and sliding doors

on bedroom closets, The sliding door, however, must have slides both top and
bottom,
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INTERIOR PLANNING

E

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

1, Ceilg‘ g Heights

2,

3.

All agreed to at least eight feet ceilings in all moms, but would accept
& seven loot ceiling in the hall between bedrooms, Basement ceiling could
be a minimum of 6'-10", ,

Reason would 1ike‘f1at ceilings in all rooms is they are easier to clean.

Kitchen ;
(1) Upper Cabinets

(a) Maximum height of top shelf should be adjustable to six feet,
There should be at least 36 feet of shelf space for cabinets,
Minimum width of shelving at 10 inches, No open shelving as
it is too hard to keep clean, ; B

One delegate disliked open space from top of cabinets to ceiling.

Too hard to keep clean, Preferred cabinets to ceiling for extra

storage. Second choice - built up with soffit. ' ’

NOTE: There was no indication of the desires of other delegates for
cabinets to ceiling for storage of infrequently used items,
Would this be desirable at no extra cost?

(2) Lower Cabinets and Counter

(a) Total length of work counter, excluding sink, should be at least
10 feet, Cabinets should be 36 inches high with cabinets narrower
(18 inches) than counter tops (24 inches), so as to make it easier
to use bottom cabinets, With a dishwasher only one compartment
sink is needed; otherwise a two compartment sink is preferred,

Electrical

(1) Service

All agreed that wiring in the house should be adequate to take care
of additional electrical appliances such as dishwashers, air :
conditioners, deep freezers, etc.,, that may be added in the future,

(2) Ceiling Fixtures
Should be provided in kitchen, laundry-utility, entrance halls,

dining room and closets, No ceiling lights in living room or bedrooms.
Bracket lights should be provided on wall of bathrooms, ‘
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I‘ INTERIOR PLANNING

II

E

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS
3. Electrical - continued

(3) Convenience Qutlets

Minimum of six outlets in kitchen-dining room, six in laundry-

~ “utility, two duplex outlets in dining room, a duplex outlet every
eight feet in living room and a duplex outlet on each wall of
bedrooms.,

‘Majority agreed that outlets should be in baseboard or six inches
from floor, : \ ‘ s

Lo Interior Weather Conditioning

(1) A1l agreed ceiling and wall insulation should be provided when house
- 18 built and provisions made, to the extent possible, for future
air conditioning. '

5. Sound Deadening Materials

The majority expressed a desire for sound deadening in ceilings of
~laundry-utili’cy and bathrooms, o ’

EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

A

WINDOWS :
All agreed that floor to ceiling glass was not desirable and that
picture windows were only acceptable if there was a vista and privacy.
Picture windows should be used in living room only, No window sills
should be over three feet above floor. Four delegates preferred double
hung windows and five open-out casements, ‘

Comments of delegatess

(1) Do not like floor to ceiling glass because you lose a lot of heat
in winter, ‘

(2) Do not like picture window - too hard to wash.

(3) Do not like casement windows, especially without storm sash because
too much air comes in around them. o

- (4) Do not like jalousy windows because they leak, Prefer double hung

windows, S /

(5) Would like double hung windows if they are a little wider to do away
with boxy feeling.

(6) Do not want window sills because they gather too mch dust.
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EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

A

B

c

D

E .

WINDOWS

Comments of delegates: (continued)

(7) Room 10 x 10 should have at least two windows, Want more than one
window in a room -- otherwise it's too gloomy.

(8) Do not like high windows because they are too dangerous in event
of fire,

(9) Do not like high windows as children cannot see out.

Consensus:s All agreed that builder should furnish screens. Also all
ows should have storm sash, Would like exterior shutters as
ornaments, V ~

NATURAL VENTILATION

Rooms with fixed glass should have ventilating windows at least 6% of

. floor area,

ACCESSORIES BUILDER SHOULD FROVIDE

All agreed builder should provide screens and storm sash for windows and
screen and storm doors for door openings. Builder should not provide .
venetian blinds, but exterior shutters which operate, are desirable,

where they are in keeping with design of house.

TYPE OF HOUSE

There was agreement that houses should be designed to fit the lot, but
requirements of a growing family could be met with either a one or
one-and-one-half story house,

. Individual preferences, hcwever, ranged considerably.

Two delegates preferred a two-story house w:.th basanent.
One - split level,

Iwo - story and one-half with basement.

One - one story plus one~half unfinished.

One -~ one story plus basement plus attice

One - one story plus basement and attic equivalent,

. APPEARANCE OF HOUSE
- All agreed that the house should be traditional in design, using

customary materials and established construction methods in the area,

ALl agreed on a medium pitched roof-sbout 7 to 12.



I. EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

G

EAVES

All agre that roofs should overhang to provide sunlight control.

One want.ad roof overhang to keep rain from coming in house and one
wanted a cornice because houses look bare without one,

III IOT REQUIREMENTS

A

10T SIZE

1.
2.

Consensus - mninmm 1ot should be 75' x 100! - 7500 8qe fte

There was agreement that with five to six feet privacy screens, the

o “minimum distancc between houses could be 15 feet.

3e
he
2
107

1.

2,

3.
b

Se

There was a division on privacy screens, one wanted them eight feet
high, another would like builder to provide if she could make own
selection.

There was agreement that the minimum distance between houses aci'osbs
street, if principal living rooms face street, could be 75 feet, -

Minimum distance between rear of houses, if principal living rooms face
rear, could be 100 feet,

At the same cost, a lot depth of 1-1/2 times width was proferrod to one »

- two t.imes the width.

USAGE

It was agreed that minimum distance from street sidewalk to house front
could be 20 feet, if principal living rooms did or did not face the
street,

All preferred staggered set-backs of houses from street, ranging
from 20 to LO feet,

AL would like an outside living area ~ paved patio 10 feet x 15 feet,

All would like attached two-car garage with storage. Two delegates would
like a small paved area for guests? parking off street. ‘

All want builder to preserve existing trees.
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III IOT REQUIREMENTS

B

10T USAGE (continued)

9o

Majority want builder to plant shade trees if none exist and t.o prepare
and seed entire lot area, But they want to plant their own shrubbery.

Majority did not think it necessary to control by covenant fences on
front yards, but it was necessary for rear yards.

Majority want outside steps with 6" rise and 12® tread,

A handrail should be provided if flight of steps is more than 2% feet,
All want platforms at door large enough to open door all the way with
children following or when carrying a baby, and so you will not have
to back down steps to open door, '

All agreed ﬁha'b power lines are preferred to be underground because of
hurricane area, If that is impossible want them along rear lot line.

IV NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

A

STREET LAYOUT - ; ~ .

1.

2

Preferred Street Patterns

All preferred curvilineal streets,

One delegate did not like dead-end streets as they cannot get snow plough
through and if there is a fire you are better off if not on a dead-end
street,

Sidewalks

All agreed that sidewalks were necessary only on main streets,

3. Shade Trees
The majority felt shade trees should be planted along public streets as
& necessity,
he Housing on heavily trafficked streets was deemed satisfactory if access
or service roads are provided parallel to main streets,
FACILITIES
Walking Bus
l. Maximum distance to: Distance Time
(Miles) (din.)
(1) Primary school 3/k 30 .
(2) Secondary school 2 L5

(3) High school 3 60
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I‘. NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING
B FACILITIES _
Walking Bus
1., Maximum distance to: (continued) Distance Time
: ‘ (Miles) (Min.)
h; Shopping 5
Place of employment 60

6) Church Walking Distance

(7) Commercial recreation Not significant
2. "Gomer Grocery Store" «

Considered an asset- to neighborhood, but special planm.ng and zoning o

are necessary to make it a good neighbor to abutting homes.
3. Greatest Dis‘balnce to Corner Grocery - should not be more than 5 blocks,
k. There is no need for ”Someth:.ng—in—Between" the Corner Grocery Store and

~ the large shopping center,

5‘. »Other COmzmmity Facilit:.es - desirable within neighborhood of homes:

(1) Churches .

(2) Well-supervised baseball play area; Not more"t;han one~half mile

. - (3) ‘Well-supemsed swimming pool distant,

6a Plazground

Not considered necessary for small children (L4=8 years). Pre~school
children should stay at home and be looked after by mother, If provided,
they should not be more than 5 blocks distant,

c CONSIDERATION OF ECONOMY

The majority agreed that best eliminations that could be made in the
interests Qf cost reductions were as followss

(1) Garage
(2) Dining Room
(3) Den
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TABLE #1

SUMMARY

by
HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE AGENCY
On the basis of an analysis of the precéding report, it may be concluded that

the Delegates at Table #1 would agree that the Basic Components of a house for a
growing family would be as followss

1. KitvChen"Dining ‘ 12% x m’ 168 8Q. fte
2. Laundry-Utility : 8t x 8¢ 6y v =
3+ Rear Entry (With laundry) -
L, Half-Bath at Rear Entry 3t x 3t 9 u =
5. Basement Full Size C
6. Attic (For ventilation only ~ no storage)
T« . Parlor Living Room It x 18t . 252 # w
8. Front Entrance Foyer by x 61 2y o w
9. Guest Coat Closet 2.,5' x 5! 12 » =
10, Parents! Bedroonm 10t x 12t 120 # =
11, Second Bedroom 10! x 12! 120 # = o
12, Third Bedroom 81 x 11t 88 » =
13. Bedroom Closets Le 2,51 x 51 . =
1.  Bathroom (Main) 51 x 91 s = =
15. Other Storage , A
955 9" ”
16, Halls and Possible Stairs £ 15% 143
o9« =

. 1f additional money was available, there would be included, successively,
the followings o

l. Den-Guest Room and Closet
2. Dining Room

3+ One-Car Garage with Storage
. Two~Car Garage with Storage
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N :

- UNRESCLVED ITEMS

If more moziey was available would it be desirable 'to increase the sizes
of any rooms? If so, which?

If it is~désirable to increase room sizes, would it be desirable to do this
before the Den-Guest Room, Dining Room and Garage are included? Or would

rooms be increased in size only after the desirable additional spaces are
added,

If money was available would it be desirable to include Homemaking Appliances ’
washer, dryer, etc., at time of house purchase?

“If money was not a factor would it be preferred to have the house on one

floo’r only?- Would a basement be deemed desirable? ‘
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Expressions of Delegates on things that impressed them the most about the

conclusions reached in the Congress and the Congress itselfs

1.

2.

3¢

ke
5
é

Te

8.

I would say that we have been looking at houses as frameworks for an
individual family rather than as places or buildings without thought
to what goes on in them, We-are emphasizing the significance of the
individual members of the family, and our rights to privacy and
operation of our lives with dignity and intelligence of what gees on
rather than what looks or appears good. L '

I think we have tried to put across to.the builders and architecta»’that
most important should be the sufficient planning of the home which is
above the decorative value of home, Further, I believe most important is
family living area with entertaining places for the children.

I see two trends - one toward a desire for strong family living, and a
trend away from the picture book to the more realistic,

I liked the idea that we are getting more permanent homes., I don't like
the houses that are being shown in the grocery store magazines, but I
think it is important that we get things we use more regularly where we
have them on the first floor and cut out running to the basement.

I feel that we were in anﬁzing agreement on what we wanted in a house,
but we gave up too easily at the final basic house.

I think we all agreed to add the space but leave off the gadgets,

I think the most delightful thing is that everyone wants mostly the
same things I want, and I thought I was a crackpote. Like utility
room particularly, This is a house where living goes on rather than
&8 department store window,

In my own social group all the women have much the same ideas as mine,
and I have been surprised to find that almost no one here had the same
ideas I have,
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T’following is a Summary made after Tuesday's session, which was read to the group
Wednesday morning., )
This is an interesting house we have been talking about, It has been
decided that it should be designed according to the site, It should not
have a low-pitched roof, but a medium-pitched roof, Working area should
be preferably to the south or southeast, It should be a three~bedroom
house, plus a den-guest-room combination, with a utility-laundry-sewing-
room, incorporated--decontaminated area, or whatever you choose to call it——
mud room, if you prefer,

It was the feeling that the bathroom in the present-day house is archaic,
going back to the prehistoric days, and the most neglected part of the modem-day
house, The house should have a wall-hung water closet, with lavatories larger
and higher, with some sort of safety device for ingress and egress to bathtub,

It should have a separate dining room with a kitchen large enough to facilitate
informal dining, but adequate for all necessary homemaking functions, except
laundry and sewing, Should have large living room reverted to old quiet
parlor-type which is more or less divorced from the TV center, which is
located in the combination guest room, and should be a retreat for the adults,

We dislike presently popular high windows, and also dislike picture
windows that serve no picture, and with no ventilation, Strong desire to
create as much privacy as possible through use of privacy screens,

. Kitchen details bit unique in that work space should be wider than the
counter they cover, and there should be open space under work space to provide
storage for garbage pail, etc. Counter top should be of varied height, and
built to the homeowner's dimensions, rather than to a standard dimension,

| . '

i There was no desire for the builder to provide any foundation planting,
| however entire area should be prepared and seeded, Prefer doing own planting.
|

As far as the community is concerned curvilineal streets are far the
best liked, and sidewalks are not necessary, except on main streets. There
was strong opposition to cul-de-sac and dead-end streets, Any facility within
walking distance should be not more than a mile round-trip, and there was
strong recommendation for underground electrical service at all properties,
because of high winds and hurricanes.

Minimum lot should be 7500 square feet — and that is a bare minimum.




=20 .

SUMMARY
by
Mrs, Balridge

After Working Session
WEDNESDAY

Our table was representative of the New England States and Upper New York
State and designed a traditional house which is to be about 1225 square feet,
The actual model of the house we would like designed to fit the lot could be
either one or one-and-one-half stories, We would like full basement under this
house, The height would depend upon the terrain, but should be with medium-
pitched roof. Would like exposure of house to allow for working area on south
or southeast, The working area would include the kitchen and utility room,

In this house we would like three bedrooms s Plus den-guest-room combination,
and would like laundry-utility-room to include sewing and mud room. Would like
separate dining room, with kitchen large enough for informal eating, but basic
working area, Living room should be big enough to allow for quiet living., We
have divorced from the living room the TV, which has been moved into the den,
Our table found the bathroom to be the most archaic room in the house, We want
it streamlined for maintenance as well as for convenience, Our sink we want a .
more convenient height with shelves on each side s and enclosed for storage,

The bathtub should be completely separate from the shower stall, with storage

on either end for soap, etc., and a light over it so that we can read, We would
like a railing for safety for getting in and out of the bathtub, and the most
important thing is our wall-hung water closet, This bathroom I think is beconing
streamlined like our kitchens have in the last few years, with rounded cormices,
and making surface areas more usable with less things sticking out,

The windows in our house are going to be traditional, We do not like picture
windows if we have nothing to look out on, neither do we like high windows, we
like lots of ventilation however,

We very painfully eliminated some of our rooms this morning from our house,
In the order we eliminated them was the garage, next the dining room, and finally
the den, One lady felt we could not eliminate anything, she would prefer to go
and live with family, ' '

In this minimum house we would settle for better arrangement of existing
space, and we felt that we had divided this house into two distinct areas -- the
quiet and the noisy,:

We want to do our landscaping ourselves, aside from the loan, We don't like
what the builders put in, We have put our house on a curvilineal street with shade
trees, but sidewalks are not necessary except on main streets, All facilities such
as schools and churches we want within walking distance, We favor strongly under- .
ground power lines because we are in a hurricane area, The minimum lot for our
house is 7500 square feet,

¥ ¥ % 3% ¥ %



WOMEN'S CONGEESS ON HOUSING
Table #2
Lower New York State

~and
New Jersey

I  INTERIOR PLANNING'

A.  BASIC COMPONENTS

1.

2.

3.

Kitchenra Family Room Combination

For following activitiesé

(2)
(3
(h)
(5)

(1) Food. preparahlon and service work.
(2) Family dining.
(3) Play area for babies.
(L) Game room and "messy" work area for youngsters.
(5) Hobbies for young and, adults. . .
(6)" Informal adult. guegt meals.
(Réé@@ﬁ% given by delegatessz
'(l) 'Center of activit¥....facilities for dining....laundry facilities....

a "family living room" as focal point . of. house.

Like to eat. in. Idtchen....center. of. activity....have community
meetlngs in kitchen,. -

To "save unnecessary steps. and motiann...want it functionale..s
eating space geparate, .

Work area separate but. combinahlon‘k;tchenpfamlly room with
laundry facilities.. .. .

No gadgets but _space to be able to teach my. chlldren to cook.

P@ntry

££&4agreadmonwawsmallfpantrymﬁarmatorage of canned goods; etce.

.Léundry = Utility Room

Consensus: Separate area and near kitchen.

With space fors:

(1)
(2)

PN PN N N N
o o= OVLE W
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Automatic washer.

Automatic dryer.

Free-standing ironing board.

Sewing machine.

Deep freeszer,

Maintenance work bench and tools.

Removal and storage of galoshes, rubbers; etc.
Space for heat and cobl equipment.

Water heat equipment.



. INTERIOR PLANNING

3.

ho

5.

7.

A.  BASIC COMPONENTS

Laundry = Utility Room - continued

Comments by delegatess

(1) A separate washer and dryer because servicing is a problem and
when one breaks down, the other can still be used.

(2) A free standing 1roning bcard ‘because it can be moved from room
to room, . i

Rear Entrance

Consensu3° Should not open dzrectly into kltchen, but off to one side;
rough laundry-utility room.

Half-Bath at Kitchen

Consensus: Shoﬁld be/a half-bath located near the kitchen entry.
Basement o | ' ' |
ﬁajority: Should definitely be a bagement because:

(1) It is the "cheapest!. space to buy. |

(2) Keeps the house warm. D

(3) Reduces cost of heatinge.

(4) Provides meeting and recreation room for teenagers.

Comments by delegates:

(1) Can't live without iteceel have teenagers so have space for dancing
and for "whing~d1ngs"

(2) For recreation purposes where kitchen could not "tolerate" it.

(3) I want a basement for storage space prlmarlly. .

Minority objections to basement:»” ‘
(1) Definitely no basement. My husband doesn't like it for health
reasons. '

(2) No basement. There are stairs to climb and too much maintenance.

Attic

Majority: Attic for additional storage and periodical and seasonal
storag °




' I. INTERIOR PLANNING

A.  BASIC COMPONENTS

Te

‘l' 8.

9.

Attic = continued

Advantages attributed to attic:

(1) Cheapest storage space.

(2) Keeps house codl.

(3) Space for off-seasonal clothing.

(4) Space for periodically used items.

Minority favored an attic for later expansion of living areas.

Comments by delegates:

(l) Cuts down on heating bills; also for re-sale value.
2

( ) Would like it for storage space but should be easily accessible.

(3) Disadvantage in having attic, that you had tendency to "hoard."

(4) Definitely no, if storage is provided elsewhere.

(5) For expansion later,

(6) Additional guest room, husband's den, apartment for married
children. .

Dining Room

Majority: Dining area in living room, preferably as an "ell."

Minority: Would acgept larger space in kitchen for dining.
Comments by delegates:

(1) Dining area for privacy from kitchen mess.
(2) If kitchen is large enough no space for separate dining needed,

Living Room

Consensus: Space should be provided for living room but for what
purpose it is to be used would be determined by individual family
needs, |

Comments by delegatess

(1) Enough space to adapt to own needs.

(2) Not a parlor. Use it for a music room, for meetings, where
children can gather to ask mother a question.

(3) Use living room for bridge parties....have a baby grand piano
o s o ohugband watches TV there,

(L) Keep children's activities out of living room....a room where
there will be no stains on upholstery, no spots on floor.




@ 1. INTERIOR PLANNING

10.

11.

® 12,

13,

1k,

Front Entrance

| A.- BASIC COMPONENTS
|
|
\
\
|
\
|

Gonsenéﬁs: Should be a separate entry and not direct into living
room.

Comments by delegatess

(1) Entrance hall in center with direct entry into kitchen, bedroom
area and living room,

(2) Small foyer to handle traffic.

(3) To be able to greet friends.

(4) Outside wearing apparel can be taken off.

Den

Consensus: Should be a room for serious work,; to be used as a guest

rQQmo

Impression of discussions: Den acceptable but not important. Dele-
gates did not attach too much importance to space provided only as

a "den,"

Guest Bédroom

Consensus: If room is large enough, the "den" would serve as guest
Io0m.

Bedroons

‘ébnsensus: Flexible space permitting children to have individual
areas. .

Comments by delegates:

(1) As children grow older, should have a room of their own for
retreat.

(2) space so it could be opened and used for play area. Should pro-
vide immediate necessities and' for those later on.,

(3) Would like a bedroom for each child,

Bedroom Closets

Consensus: Enough space provided so each person in famlly would

have own closet. One for each adult and child.
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INTERIOR PLANNING

A.

BASIC COMPONENTS

15. Baﬁﬁiboms

16,

17.

18.

Consdhsus: Minimum — 1} baths with double lavatory in main bath,
Comtients by delégdﬁész

(1) Bathtub necessaty for children to get them clean and they like

to dawdle.
(2) Bathtub essential for "good soak,"

~ "

Other Storage

Genefally take care of by attic, basement, garage, etc.

Garage or Carport

Consensus: Garage, because of climate, Two-car garage desirable;,

but for sake of economy, one-car acceptable.

Individual comments:

(1) Car is an investment and we would like to take care of it.
Excessive depreciation when left in open.

Think in terms of re-sale valus.

Terms of re-sale value,

Don't intend to buy two cars, but still would like it for extra
storage space,

For storage.

For extra storage space.

Eotn Y o o e T any

2
3
b
5
6

N N’ Mo s N

Homemaking Appliances

Consensus: Space should be provided by builder for home=owner to

purchase own appliances, with exception of exhaust fan in kitchen

and attic, which they felt the builder should install,

The delegates, generally, felt that the following appliances were
not desired:

(1) split range (wall oven and counter burners)
(2) Garbage disposal,

(3) Laundry tray.
(k) Automatic washer.

They preferred:
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INTERIOR PLANNING

A.

BASIC COMPONENTS

18.

19.

Homemaking Appliances - continued

(1) Floor type rénge.

(2) Refrigerator (free standing) or (built-in),
(3) Electrical spinner-type washing machine and an automatic dryer

or an automatic washer-dryer.
(4) Automatic dishwasher,

One delegate preferred a separate automatic washer and automatic
dryer, because servicing is a problem and when one breaks down the

other can still be used.

One delegate expressed interest in initial installation by builder

of extensive equipment, including air conditioning.

The other delegates did not show a great interest in air-condition-
ing. This has been interpreted to mean that they did not believe

it to be necessary.

Movable Appliances

Consensus: Provide enough shelves and counter space and the home-
maker will be able to take care of storing mixer, waffle iron,

vacuum, etce

INTERIOR PLANNING

B.

MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES OF COMPONENTS

Kitchen = family room
Pantry

Laundry - Utility

Rear Entrance

Half-bath at Kitchen
Basement

Dining "ell" of living room
Living Room (exclusive of "ell)
Front Entrance Foyer

Guest Coat Closet

Den-Guest Room

Bedrooms

Bedroom Closets

Main Bathroom

Minimum

14 x 18¢
2t x 3t

Wt x 5

Desirable

14 x 20t
2t x L!

‘Total Main House Area




. I. INTERIOR PLANNING

B.  MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES OF COMPONENTS - continued

Minimum Desirable
15, Other Storage. V
16, Garage: One-Car .
Two-Car I "

Note: There is no record of any minimum or desirable 31zes having
been indicated except for those shown.

If delegates have any opinions on these which they would like to give
it would be helpful for the success of the Congress if these could be
furnished.

Other items which are not clear from the record made are:

(1) Guest Closet at Front Entry: Yes No

(2) Number of bedrooms which it may be heCessary to arrange in a
flexible area, assuming there is no Den-Guest Rooms
.2 3

1. Kitchen - Family Room

. C. LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

\ Consensns: Ideal location would be in the southwest corner, pre-
ferable looking onto back yard. Range from south to southwest

| acceptable.

There should be access to the laundry-utility, basement, dining

| area; front entrance and bedrooms without going through the living-

dining room; outdoor dining area and garage.

Comments by Delegatest

(1) Kitchen should look out on a garden area for pleasant viewing
while performlng duties.

(2) Kitchen in the back and should have two exposures. Family ate
there, so it should be a sunny corner with lots of windows.

(3) Couldn't be answered categorically as regards, north, south,
east, west. This depended on orientation of lot, but
definitely wanted sun in kitchen. In dream house might like
it in the front, but for now, kitchen was in back, it suited her
fine and was accessible to the yard.

(L) Kitchen in the center with bedrooms on one side and living or
"quiet" room on the other.
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INTERIOR PLANNING

C.

D.

LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

1. Kitchen - Family Room

Comments‘by'Délegates: (continued)

(5) It should be open between dining area and kitchen and with lots
of windows. Wasn't sure she would like a kitchen that had bed-
rooms off to one gide.

(6) During discussion of kitchen accessability to other rooms, one
delegate made a rough sketch of the first floor plan of her
house. This had the center hall with approach directly to the
kitchen without having to pass through any of the other rooms
to reach it. It was agreed this plan was basically a good one
since it also allowed access from the garage to the kitchen,
and also. there was access to the basement and recreation room.

2, Laundry - Utility Room.

The location is controlled by kitchen location; and its orientation
is not too important.

3. Living Room

There was an expressed preference for the living room on the garden
side,

Lo  Bedrooms
farent's and children's bedrooms looking on to side yards were pre-
ferred.

CONNECTIONS AND DIVISIONS BETWEEN SPACES

It was agreed that the kitchen should be open to the family room.

There should be a door to the pantry,

The laundry-utility room should have a partition with door separating it
from the kitchen.

There should be a partition with door width opening (but no door) between
kitchen and dining ®"ell" of living room.

The living room should have a partition with door width opening (but no
door) between it and access hall to front foyer and bedrooms.



. I. INTERIOR PLANNING
D. CONNECTIONS AND DIVISIONS BETWEEN SPACES - continued

" There was no preference expressed for hinged, sliding, folding or other
type doors.

E. SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

1, ___&glmg Heights

C[’sensu3° Eight feat ceilings generally, with 7'-6" ceilings
a(wapta Le in hallwayse .

Sloping ceilings plaste®#d were &lso acceptable,

2. Kitchen
2. Upper Gabinets

(1) Maximum height of upper shelf should not be over 7 feet.
The top shelf should be adjustable.

(2) There should be L2 feet of upper cabinet shelving, a
minimum of 12 inches in width.

| . (3) oOpen shelving was not acceptable.

| (L), Upper cabinets should have hinged doors.

b ﬁoﬁer Cabinets
(1) There should be as much lower counter and cabinet space as
possible,

(2) Work counters should be 27 inches wide.
(3) Sink should be a large single compartment one.

3. Special Rooms

a, An interior kitchen, borrowing light from the famlly room, was
considered desirable,

bs 4An all-purpose children's play area with small bedrooms opening
into it was considered a desirable luxury.

C. An interior bath, if provided with an exhaust fan, operated by
the closing of the door, or turning on of 11ght switch, was
deemed satlsfactory in a two~bathroom house,

do A shower stall in place of a tub in a house with one bath only
was not acceptable,
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o INTERIOR PLANNING

E.  SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

4o Electrical

a;'
be

Co

d.

Service should be 100 amperes.

Ceiling fixtures should be provided in: kitchen, family room,
entrance halls, dining area and closets. They should not be
providqd in living room; bedrooms nor baths.

Convenience outlets, Duplex outlets should be provided on each
wall of kitchen, family room, 1anndry—ut111ty, dining area,
living room and bedrooms.

Convenience outlets should be located six inches above floor,

5. Interior Weather Condi tioning

Celllngs and walls should be insulated.

\
| Provisions should be made for future air conditioning ingtallation.
\
|

6. Sound Deadening Material

Should be provided in celllngs of family room, kitchen and laundry-

utllity r'com,

II. EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

A. FLOOR TO CEILING GLASS

Consensus: Hot acceptable

B.  PICTURE WINDOWS

Consensus: Only acceptable in family, living or dining areas and
then only if there is a view and privacy,

Comments of Delegates:

(1)

o~~~
£\ N
NN

(5)
(6)

There is no privacy. You cover them with drapes and its purpose
is defeated. Picture window only if there is a picture to look
at,

They are terribly expensive to cover.

I'd like them if I could get a view,

I'd like picture windows too if I was on a mountain top, or had
Mt. Everest to look at,.

I'm definitely in favor of picture windows., You can create a
view by planting a garden.

I'11 take the conventional windows in my house.
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C.

D,

E.

F.

Go

H.

ALL WINDOW SILLS IN RDOM’h TO 5 FEET HIGH

Consensus: At least one low (horﬁal 24" sill) window in each room.

»Comments of Delegates:

(1) Most of the houses I have seen all have high windows, especially
in the bedroom. It seems ideal for furniture placement. ‘

(2) It's very upsetting though to live with those windows. Suppose

- - you have have.a child that's sick and must stay in bed. They
like to look out of the windows. q

(3) I don't like them. You can't have any ventilation.

TYPES OF WINDOWS

Consensus: Awning type window because they are easy to clean, allow
for more ventilation, could be left open while raining and present

a nice appearance from the street. Louver type window voted out
because too difficult to clean.

Comments of Delegates:

(1) I like steel double-hung windows. There is no distortion, easy
to open and close, won't warp and stick, and easy to clean,

(2) I hate casement windows., It's frustrating to try and clean them,
You've almost got to call in.a professional window cleaner.

(3) I have the awning-type window in my house and they are very
satisfactory,

NATURAL VENTILATION

When fixed glass is used there should be ventilating windows approxi-
mately 54 of floor area. '

ACCESSORIES

Buillder should provide screens and storm sash for windows and sereen
and storm doors at door openings.

TYPE OF HOUSE

Consensus: If cost no object, then one-story house with basement
and attic equivalent would be desirable.

APPEARANCE OF HOUSE

Consensus: The exterior should conform to the homes in the general
area of any given community. Do not make a uniform house where many
are placed in one denuded piece of property. We want houses to be
ipdividual homes expressing individual tastes and individual ways

of life,
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‘I'II. EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

ngmeﬁts of Delegates:

H.  APPEARANCE OF HOUSE - continued
(l)w“I would say traditional. Remember your house is community
|

N planned,
(2) I would still want traditional even if the community isn't
pl anned °
(3) Wanted traditional but combined with modern plannlng in the
interior.

(4) I want informal type of architecture with sqme versatlllty —
not strictly traditional, or all modern either. Somewhere
in between the two.

(5) I like good design -- not especially late General Grant. I
want a house that's easy to live in, has good design, and I
want a house where Grandma's highboy will look equally as good
as more modern furnishings.

(6) I would like it to look good. It doesn't have to have a tra-
ditional look, but I would want it highly individual with the
inside; modern and open.

(7) No radical designs. I would love to have mine with that open
feeling.

(8) Two delegates would like contemporary because of movable

. storage walls or partitions where two rooms could be made
into one large room.

(9) One wanted "flexibility" in her rooms, but felt certain rooms
in the house should have “fixed" walls. No matter how much a
family grows, the kitchen will remain as the kitchen. Whether
the homemaker makes these flexible rooms a “jive room," or
parlor, she will decide what the rooms will be used for, but
definitely fixed permanency for bathrooms, sleeping rooms,
Suggested building only a shell without any embellishments of
any definite design and letting the home-maker choose her own

.. design and furnishings,.

(10) Because of her teen-agers, felt there should be privacy of rooms
with fixed walls and doors so those teen-agers could have their
"secrets® and enjoy complete privacy; the traditional with its
fixed walls and doors was her choice. Also, what about climate
in_a _contemporary house? 8She slept with windows open in her

bedroame With the temperature at 10 degrees outside, having
flexible walls ‘would mean more space to heat, and she has to pay
. “Ehat tmi} “¥ilen you hear ‘the word "contemporary, you jump to

the cnnc}nsxoﬂ that it's modern. ;

(11) Floor pl*ns shouldn't dictate the néeds of the famlly. It didn't
make much difference whether there was a definite space allotted
for a mus&c rqom, or a parlor, so lgng as space is allowed for
the famlyw to do what they wanted tgi doe
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‘II. EXTERICR APPEARANCE
H., APPEARANCE (OF HOUSE
Comménts of Delegates: (comtinued)

(12) I like the idea of flexibility. I would keep an open mind
vhen personally buying & home.

I. ROOF TYPE

Consgensus: A high-pitched roof with eaves overheng to pro-
vide sunlight control in summer and winter is desirable.

III,  LOT AND NEIGHBCRHOOD REQUIREMENTS

Time did not allow an adequate discussion of these aspects.

CONSIDERATIONS OF ECONOMY

The elimimation of the laundry utility room and placing equipment in same
’ room with kitchen counters was discussed as ope possible cost reduction. No

’ agreement was reached. '

|

. There was unanimous agreement that there should be a fireplace.
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HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE AGENCY

On the basis of an analysis of the &bove report, it may be determined that
the delegates at Table #2 concluded that the Basic Components of a house for a
groving family would be as follows:

1.
2.

3e
L,

5.

6.

Te
8.

Kitchen-Family Room.

Laundry-Utility Room with Rear Entry and Half-Bath
Living Room with Dining "ell".

Front Entrance Foyer

Flexible space for Parentts and Pfour children's sleeping
area that may be divided by movable closet storage units.
Planned moveble storage unit for each mem’ber of family.
Bathroom (Main).

Storage in Attic or Basement.

If additional money was availeble, there would be included successively

‘the following:

Le
2.
3.
b,

Uncertain Items

1.

2.

3.

Den-Guest Room and Closet.
Fireplsace.

One-Car Garage with Storage Space.
Two-Car Garage.

It would be helpful to the work of the Congress to have some
indication of minimum areas for Parent's and Children's Bed-
rooms. Also desirable sizes.

If the money was available, would it be desirable to include
homemaking appliances, washers, dryers, etc. at the time of
house purchase?

Depending on money availability, would it be desirable to
increase the sizes of basic rooms, Living Room, Family Room,
Bedrooms, etc. before adding Den-Guest Room, Garage, ete.?
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SUMMARY BY DISCUSSION LEADER
Wednesday, April 25, 1956
Miss Jenet Shair:

Our report is very different, I think, and I guess you will find them
all individual as the groups are. I guess you know that someone said that
& sallor's life is not a happy one and yetymany contimue to go down to the
sea in ships; & mother's life is not a happy one and yet, many women con-
timue to be wonderful mothers; and a discussion leader's life is not =
heppy one and yet, I always accept the opporiunity to become a discussion
leader, especially with the types of people that you are.

~ Our group is articulate and our group decided to do it a little
differently. We feel that for the most part you will have all the measure-
ments and all the room spaces and all that sort of thing sent to you, and
we hope that you aren't disappointed. We just want to sound off at =&
different angle. I will read it because I will read it in their own words
and not mine,

Precepts have been presented, discoursed, discussed and just plain
cussed, and then smoothed down into norms which we feel would be accepteble
to all age levels and all interests. A new freedom, a new leisure, should
free the homemaker from drudgery and allow her more energy and capacity to
contribute to the emotional as well as the physical needs of her family.

Our home with the foecal point arcund the kitchen-family room area pro-

vides for this to a great extent. We agree that for dollars spent, we should
spend it on space rather than accessories » because we will put them in when we
want them and when we can afford them, and they will be of our own choosing.
We are really not against deep freezes, wall ovens and air-conditioning as
we zppeared to be in our first quick run-down, but we want them when we want
them and when we can afford them. We want storage space all over the house,
because families live actively and we must have room on hand to store sports
equipment, hobby materials, family heirlooms, and one wonderful space that

is a corner for the Salvation Army. Our home must be our own expreasion of
modern living as we live it. We must aim for a simple way of life within
our own budgets. And we must budget our time too, so that we can devote

it not only to our own families, but to all the demands of good community
living. The exterior of the home should conform to the homes in the general
area of eamy given community. We want to go on record as saying that what-
ever the concensus is in our deliberations here, please do not make it into
a uwniform home where many are placed in one denuded piece of property. We
want lamdscapes to keep to their own natural beauty and we want houses to

be individual homes expressing individual tagtes and individual ways of

life.
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Group II expresses its gratitude for the opportunity to express our
views bere and we appreciate, in other words, a way of speeking up. We pro-
mise that we will not stop now, but will continue in our own commmities
back home to speak up. You have given this group, Gentlemen and Miss Heath,
an opportunity to discourse, discuss and cuss if you will, end they have,
when they are home, done this kind of thing in the darkness. But you have given
us a chance to light the candle and, as we all know, it is better to light a
candle than to curse the darknmess.

t # #



WOMEN' S CQNGRESS ON HOUSING
fable #3

Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia
and District of Columbia

I. INTERIOR PLANNING

A. BASIC COMPONENTS

1.

20

Kitchen—Family Room

Consensusr There was a definite consensus that kitchen and family
room should be adjacent--with a working area in one section of the
room in a strip or "Leshape", and the so-called family room adjacent
without any dividing wall, or with a dividing bar to separate the
two areas,

Consensus: High stools at counter not desirable. Not good for
children to swing their feet; not comfortable for older persons.

Reasons given by Delegates:

So that mother can supervise children at play, doing homework,
watching TV, so that the husband can sit and read newspaper,
watch TV, or talk-~generally so the family may be together while
meals are being prepared, etc.

Individual Opinions:

(I)  Start with two areas not divided and as children grow older,

put in the division. ‘

Separation by furniture--doubling for a dining room,

Thinks a bar or counter should divide.

Would not demand the division of working area and play area.

Would like a separate room for kitchen,

An L-shaped kitchen is excellent, a bar or counter should

divide from play area. BReason: gives children place to play

without being under foot.

(7) Too many appliances--would sacrifice for additional space.
Reason: Young families would rather do without some of the
gadgets and conveniences and have more space, adding these
things later as children grow older and they have more money
to spend.

NN
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Minority: One delegate likes idea of separate kitchen because of

‘cooking odors, kitchen not always very presentable when preparing

meals, etc., Would like bar or counter; but on advice of experts
thinks it should be only table height, not high,.

Laundry-Utility Roon

Consensus: Laundry room should be on first floor with back en-
trance combined for use of children and grown-ups in removing
muddy boots, ete. Also that wiring and plumbing should be roughed
in for future additions, and space left for additional appliances.
Much cheaper if roughed in at time of building than it would be

to wire and install plumbing later. "
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o INTERIOR PLANNING

A.  BASIC COMPONENTS

2.

3.

5.

-

Laundry-Utility Rogm - continued

Reasons given by delegates:

(1) Does not want laundry equipment in kitchen.
(2) 1In basement, with clothes chute. Reason: soiled clothes

out of the way, no soiled clothes around upstairs.
(3) Combine laundry room and back entrance, so the children

and anyone working in the yard may remove rubbers, boots, etc.
(L) Adjoining family room. Reason: can watch children at play.
(5) Not in the family room. ~Adjoining bathroom. Reasons

soiled clothes removed there,
(6) Close to bedrooms. Reason: removal of linen from beds.

Rear Entrance

Consensus: Back entrance combined with utility room. Back
entrance should be made as attractive as possible with some
type of covering. Should give a warm feeling to the family
and others using it.

HalfaBath‘at Kitchen Entry

Consensus: Important that half-bath or one-bath be easily
accessible to children coming in from outdoors; near utility
room and rear entrance,

. Basement
bl Al i

The group recognized that a basement was related to economy,
In an initial effort to try to achieve a $10,000 house, it
was decided to develop a house without a basement.

However, there was a strong support among the delegates for
a basement,

Comments of delegates:

For a basements ‘

TT) Think basement necessary., Like recreational facilities
and laundry facilities in basement. Family room all
right for small children =« need recreation in basement
when they grow older,
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INTERIOR PLANNING

A.

BASIC COMPONENTS

56

Basement = continued

(2)

(3)

(k)

(5)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(L)

Comments of delegates: (continued)

Recreation room should be in basement. Can utilize base-
ment for recreation and add bedrooms. Cheaper to add
rooms in basement.,

Like basement -~ for recreational purpose for grownups
when children are small —- can have parties away from their
bedrooms so they won't be disturbed by noise, etc. And,
use for teen-age entertaining when they grow up.

Like basement for hobbies, scouts, camping equipment,
storing trains; thinks basement stairs are important --
should be located where easily accessible for children to
come and go. Basement should be part of the house.
Recreation room should be under living room to keep noise
of parties, etc. away from bedrooms. Houses tend to be
damp and hard to heat without a basement.

Idea of protection in case of enemy attack -- are we to
consider use of basements as suggested by Civil Defense --
not much protection hiding under furniture and the like,

Against a basement:

Do not like a basement -~ would add more livability up-
stairs and eliminate basement, put money into room upstairs.
Reason: does not like the feel or idea of being in a base-
ment. Her children do not like it, do not like to entertain
in basement. Prefers play or family room upstairs == makes -
for more gracious living.

Do not like basement because of stairs. Inconvenient and
difficult for older people. Teen-agers can take over family
room for entertaining while olderpeoplg retire to living
room,

Would rather have extra room on first flocor than basement,
This could be used as a guest room =- cannot put guests in
basement. No bagement, unless heating is a problem. Would
rather spread house out,

Cheaper to build a two=story house.

Later, when the question was asked as to how the delegates thought
the house should be expanded, discussion centered around a choice
between a basement and a garage.
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INTERIOR PLANNING

A.

BASIC COMPONENTS

5e

Te

8.

Basément - continued

Majority (7 out of 10) voted to have a basement.

Minori (3 out of 10) were for a garage. However,; one delegate
who preferred a garage thought that re-sale value would be better
with basement. A second delegate not in favor of a basement
suggested that on sloping land it would be more practical to have
garage built into basement level; on level land it would be better
to put extra money into a garage rather than a basement.

Attic

Consensus: First floor space too valuable to use for storage,
cannot store clothes and the like in basement, An attic with
disappearing stairs should be provided for permanent storage.

Dining Room (Separate)

Consensus: A separate dining room is desirable, but in a $10,000
house it would not be probable, so dining space would have to be
provided in kitchen-family room. According to the needs and wishes
of the family, the family room could be used as a "company" dining
room for more gracious living, . .

Comments: Young people with children (small) should have dining
space in kitchen and do away with dining room if they can't afford
to have both, Reason: For convenience and opportunity to watch
and supervise small children.

fLiving‘Room

Conéensus* Living Room should be kept as a room for receiving
and entertaining guests and a quiet place, not a play area or
study area.

Comments by delegates:

(1) Kitchen-family room desired, but living room should be com-
_pletely separate. Reason: more gracious entertaining and
living,
(2) Living room not to be used as a thoroughfare from kitchen to
bedrooms. Living room a quiet place, not a play area or study
area,



.I. INTERIOR PLANNING
A.  PBASIC COMPONENTS

9. Front Entrance

Consehsus: A front entrance hall or endry wall separate from
Tiving room.

10. Guest Coat Closet
Consensus§ A guest coat closet located in enfcrari“’ hall,
11, Bedrooms

Consensus: Three bedrooms were considered minimum., More

~ important to have a small space for each child and a separate
bed, even if room curtained off, or divided in some way,
than to have one large room without much privacy. Bedrooms
should have privacy —— especially for teenagers -- a place to
study and really call his own, Should have built-in shelves,
Can be used for toys and later for books and as a desk. Would
not accept FHA minimum sizes but willing to sacrifice space in
bedroom to have family room.

' Minoritys Two delegates preferred larger bedrooms than others.

12, Bedroom Closets

Consenéﬁs: HMaster bedroom should have two closets or one large
one; each bedroom should have one closet. There should be a
closet for each person.

13, Bathrooms

Génsensu5° For three=bedroom house there should be a mlnlmum
baths; two baths desirable.,

1. Other Storage

Consensus: There should be extra space for storage in addition
to adequate closet space in each bedroom. For examples attic

and tops of closets. Cannot store clothes and the like in base-
ment. First floor space too valuable to use for storage. Should
be separate storage space.
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A.  BASIC COMPONENTS

1k,

15,

16.

Other Storagg = continued

Qommentémhy,delegates:

(1) Should use top of closets and attic for permanent storage.
(2) storage walls and closet in each bedroom,

(3) Wide closets take away space from bedroom.

(4) Not walk-in closets. Wasted space.

(5) Do not want closets too narrow,

(6) Cosets can be used for sound proofing.

Nt

age

:

Consensus: Garage not essential. Too expensive, keeping car
in garage does not increase re-sale or trade-in value. If cars
keep increasing in length, garages will not be big enough., If
garage is built, build in basement. This does not increase
cost so much and is more accessible. Plan for a possible
garage to be added later,

Comments by delegatess

(1) Garage valuable as a workshop, but most husbands don't
bother to put the car in garage anyway. :

Homemaking Appliances

Consensusz: The only item the builder should install is the
ventilating fan. Others; such as, washers,. refrlgerators,
stoves, dishwashers; etc., would prefer to purchase themselves.

All agreed after discussion, that; where income was limited,
they would prefer the builder to give more space in the basic
house, leave out some of the gadgets, but to install as much
as feasible the type of wiring, plumbing (roughed in) that
would allow the installation of conveniences as the family
can afford to add them.

Comments by delegates:z

(1) We don't want the fluff; give us the basic house and the
privilege of selecting the appliances we want. Leave
the room for adding these.

(2) A house should be capable of growth, that a young couple
staming out should plan so that as they have more money
to spend;, family grows, children become older; they may
add new appliances such as dishwashers, garbage dis-
posals, etc.;, or add another room, since young children
may play in bedrpoms, family rooms, but teenagers, for
example, need more privacy for study and entertaining.
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I. INTERIOR PLANNING

B.  MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES OF COMPONENTS

15,

Kitchen-Family Room
Laundry-Utility Room

Rear Entrance

Half-Bath at Rear Entrance
Dining Roonm

Iiving Room
. Front_Entrance Foyer )

Guest Coat Closet )
Parent's Bedroom
Second Bedroom

Third Bedroom

Bedroom Closets

Bath (Main)

Other Storage

Garage or Carport

Minimam Desirable
Pt e el

12t x 19°
6' x 12°

2,5 x 6!
12" x 15!

6! x 8

10" x 12°
10" x 11°
9! x 11°

5€ x 8¢

15" x 15!

120 x 14!

C.  LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

1.

Summary by Discussion Leader after second day of Congress =
"This group does not wish to attempt to place these {component

parts of the house).

They want to say as strongly as they can
that they do not want here to design a standard house.

They

feel the best expression of the individual needs of a family

that can be achieved on the given topogra
They do not want to say as a grbup that they like a
They have defined needs and functions in meaning-

desirable,
special type.

ty is the most

ful groups which must be related to each other in certain ways.
They feel this placing is the job of one specially qualified to
do it and they are interested in as beautiful a placing as
possible and as beautiful use of structural materials in this

basic space as can be afforded.

One lady felt that the architect

had not interested himself in this minimum builders house and
that his services were seriously needed by the builder."

Kitchen

Majority (5 out of 10) preferred kitchen at front.
Minority (2 out of 10) preferred kitchen at rear and three had

no fixed opinion,
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C.

LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

1.

20

Kitchen -kcontinued

Comments by delegates:

,yajoritz:

(1) Kitchen in front. Reason: deliveries and callers come
- to front of house = don't have to go all the way to the
front from the back to see who is calling, Children like
to play in front. Saves many steps.

(2) In front because of children.

(3) Pront — can't visualize a house without a driveway.

" Driveway should be kept away from bedroom side. Drive=-
way to kitchen door with partially covered doorway.,

(L) Kitchen to front. Never had one, but would like it.

(5) Living room in back -- kitchen in front, family room in
front so can enter family room from front also. Watch
Childreno

Minoritys

(1) Kitchen in back. Reason: informal living away from street.
Work area should not be in front. Living room is the room
you show off and should be on front., Children encouraged
to come in side or rear entrance. Friends and neighbors
come to front. .Kitchen is for the family,

(2) 1In back. Children all come to back to play; can watch

children.

No‘Eixad“Opinion:

(1) Wants living and dining room on garden side of house, and
kitchen in relation to them wherever it might be. House
near street. Reasons: for view of garden and watching

: children. Keep children away from street.

(2) No set opinion on exact location. Personally like the

~ living room on the back,

(3) Kitchen should be easily accessible to where the groceries
are being brought in,

Family Room

No Consensus: One delegate expressed a preference for family

room at front,.
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INTERIOR PLANNING

Cs

E.

LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

3.

)4.

5e

Laundry-Utility Room

Should be on first floor close to kitchen and bedrooms.

Living Roon.and. -Dinigg Room

No Consensust Qnebexpreased preference for living room at front.
Two expressed preference for 1iv1ng room at rear and one ex-
pressed a preference for living and dining room at rear.

It was agreed tﬁét thé living room should not be a thoroughfare
from the kitchen to the bedrooms. Should not have to cross
living room to get to bedrooms.

‘BedrOOms

Bedrooms should be accessible from Kitchen<Family Room without
going through Living Room.

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

1.

2¢

Electrical

All wanted lots of base plugs -- five in each room, one on each
wall and one extra.

All wanted lights in closets; even in small closets; two want
overhead lights in bedrooms.

Comments by delegatess

(1) Lots of wiring so can add dishwashers, automatic washers and
the like without so much additional cost. lLots of circuits.

(2) Suggest electrostrip, thinking of future additions.

(3) Like wall brackets; base plugs on a switch.

Heating

Comments by delegatess

(1) Gas.

(2) ©as-hot air heat - very uneven.

(3) Architegt: present day market, have to have hot air for air
conditiqning. ’ '

(4) Don't want air-conditioning. Is radiant heating expensive?
Architect: would be competitive, a little more expensive.
Have to have masonary construgtion-floor,
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I. INTERIOR PLANNING

2. H ating

Comments by delegates: (continued)

(5)

(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

(10)
(11)

(12)
(13)

E.  SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

What happens in summer with concrete slab? Architects
If you have weatherstat outside, it could cut off if

too hot, '

Concrete slab is a problem. Rug never stays put, hard
on legs. Like hot water,

Steam or hot water,

Panel heating.

Best type -- baseboard because of placement of furniture
and evenness of heat.

~Architect: hot water is more expensive than hot.air,

Would it not lower cost if you cowld get more people to
use hot water?

TIwo delegates felt hot air is all right but too dry and
one stated that it also leaves dirty streaks on wall,
Architects hot air with slow fan is all right; but with
fast-moving fan its drafty. FHA thinks hot air vents
should be near the floor.

Do not like hot aip.

Two delegates felt hot air, if properly constructed, would
be all right,

II. EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

A. FLOOR TO CEILING GLASS

B, PICTURE WINDOWS

Consensus: Large glass areas should never be used looking out
on the street. They want the back door to invite indoor-outdoor
living, but whole ‘glass walls are not desirable and privacy is

lost,

Picture windows properly oriented are desirable.

Comments by delegatess

1)

(2)

Have to consider possible hazards of high windows (meaning
floor to ceiling and the like) hurricanes., House is harder
to heat with lots of glass.

Depends on view. Don't think ventilation should be sacri-
ficed for glass; thinks some kind of sliding glass would

be all right. As to picture window, not unless there is a
pleasant view,
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QI. .EXTERIOR APPEARANCE
B, PICTURE WINDOWS
Comments by delegates: {continued)

(3) Large windows to encourage indoor-outdoor living where there is
privacy and smaller windows facing the street. No picture window
facing street. _

(4) Picture windows are pretty, but not practical -- make house
hard to heat. Doesn't like floor to ceiling., Picture windows
not too bad, but deflnltely not a whole wall,

(5) 1If you have a view and privacy, a picture window in living
room lends aesthetic value. Should not be in any other room
but living room.

(6) Not pretty with drapes closed all the time. Dangerous for
small children —- can walk or fall through. Not practical
or pretty —- with either blinds closed or if not, outsiders
can see every pliece of furniture inside.

(7) Definitely against picture window, Likes privacy and pulled
draperies takes something away from the house.

(8) Does not object to small-paned windows. Likes them, they are
more homey-cozy, . :

® C. ALL WINDOW SILLS IN ROOM 4 TO 5 FEET HIGH

~ Consensussg Dd'not add anything in terms of space. Furniture is
r no higher than 40 inches.

Comments by delegatess

! (1) No. They don't give good ventilation. Fire exits important,
A Thinks can have decent size windows in the type of house dis-
| cussed. One low window in a bedroom would be absolutely
necegsary.

(2) Would not have to be shoulder-high to make rqom for furnitureo
Furniture is no higher than L0 inches. Could be lower ﬁhan
shoulder high and still accommodate furniture,
Should stick to conservative type windows.
Thinks they are necessary in some neighborhoods and some types
of houses,

PN
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D. TYPES OF WINDOWS

Consensus: No matter what type, they should not be so cheap that
they will go to pieces and should be easy to keep up.
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EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

E. ACCESSORIES BUILDERS SHOULD PROVIDE

Consensus: Builders should put in some type of screen. Storm
windows and other types of screens they prefer to buy later as
they can afford them,

Storm windows are a luxury.

F.  TYPE AND APPEARANCE OF HOUSE

& Go
Consensus: The group was not willing to say as a group whether
it 1iked, as a group, traditional or contemporary. Contemporary
materials they, of course, are interested in. Agreed on a good
indoor=-outdoor relationship, using an open plan with utmost
efficiency. The group felt that individuality in exterior
appearance is important but it must be balanced by a strong urge
for neighborhood compatibility.

(1) One-story with a basement and probably an attic -- attic
handy for Christmas decorations and clothes. Does not
like steps.

(2) No stairsg —=- everything convenient. Absolutely do not want
neighbar's house to be in any way like hers. Does not like
bagsement. But for re-gale value in her neighborhood is
forced to have a basement; because everyone in that area
likes basements. Would not care for an attic at all, except
for a small space for permanent storage.

(3) One-story house desirable in her neighborhood if storage
space in garage., Thinks house styles in area should be com-
patible -— would not want a Spanish house beside a Colonial
one. Individuality should not go %too far. Thinks incom-
patibility could be overcome by more strict zoning laws,

(L) should be a stricter code to keep builders from putting up
houses that spoils appearangs of neifhborhood or community.
Personally prefers a rambler; but tHifks 13 story is best
for more bedrooms if more than four &Hildren for instance.

(5) Prefers Cape Cod types ~~ more homey. Have more storage
space., Contemporaries are too showy, just a fad, will go out.

(6) Contemporaries can be done well. ;g story with two bedrooms
and bath downstairs with space left upstairs for two bedrooms
and bath,

(7) Likes two-story house, most practical, but wants a downstairs
bedroom and bath in case of sickness or older people such as
parents living with the family,

(8) Two-story house with basement, cheaper;, easier to heat, Not
too fussy about style., One bedroom downstairs,
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QL EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

F.
& G.

TYPE AND APPEARANCE OF HOUSE - continued

(9)

(10)

Likes a split-level -~ likes slight Yivision between sleeping
and living, but doesn't like long stails, so split level is a
happy medium,

Likes an individual house -~ basement and upstairs bedrooms,
but wants her neighbor to have the kind she wants, each family
to express its own individuality and personality. Love to be
upstairs and feel the whole house below. '

Three preferred two-story houses, three preferred l% gtories,
one a split level and three preferred one-story units.

Color and Texture

Exterior colors of houses do have definite relationship to neighbor-
hood feeling, Colors should blend.

Comments by delegatess

(1)
2
(3)
(L)
(5)
(6)

(7)
(8)

Color creates moods. Yelldw is sunny, green —— cool, etc,
Can set tone of house by coloring used.

Prefer builder to leave house as is and buyer pick colors.
Agree; builders are doing that to a great extent.

Against all the bright colors on outside of houses.,

Its regional == in Florida it's beautiful, but not in this

area,

Should use nature's colors —— blend into landscape. Keep
colors muted, don't risk good taste to get color.

Likes a stone house.

Use of native materials would help in keeping colors right.

Comments on Architectss

Builders should listen more to architects.

Architects are sometimes too aloof,

Architects sometimes become carried away with their ideas.
They should be.

Architects should be more interested in designing the $10,000
house rather than being only proud to design something in the
$50,000 class.
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QI. EXTERIOR APPEARANCE
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& G.

H.
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TYPE

AND APPEABANCE OF HOUSE - continued

Comments on Zonings

(1) should be stricter zoning.

(2) Should be more careful in rezoning commercial in resi-
dential areas,

(3) There should be no commercial activity inside gates of a
housing project. Only way to protect homes and property
is for people to stick together.

(L) Only basis for rezoning in Pennsylvania is a matter of

~ health,

(5) Biggest problem on Mainline, Philadelphia, is Zoning Board--
allowing commercial to come in gradually. This is an
estate area--and its business thinking to zone downward
in steps.

(6) Better zoning in our communities by neighbors banding to-
gether—-that's what you really have to do.

(7) If zoning wanted, going to have to fight for it. Thinks
all right to have $1,0,000 and $10,000 homes in same area—-
depends on taste., A family might start in $10,000 home
and build it up to a $40,000 home, Would be glad to do
this because expects income to increase,

ROOF TYPE
Consensus: Definitely well-pitched roof with storage space
in attic. ‘
The group agreed that in a small house, a higher ceiling in
living room would be desirable to give an effect of more
spaciousness. Flat roofs were found unsatisfactory because
rain stays on top and they begin to leak. Also, disliked
because of poor appearance. Low-pitched roofs--wind beats
in under the shingles.

EAVES

All agreed that the roof should have an overhang=~don“t stop
at the house.
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21. LOT REQUIREMENTS

A.

B.

LOT SIZES

Consensus: Minimum -- 60 to 65 feet frontage by 100 feet.
Three delegates expressed preference for a deep narrow lot.
“Minimbm distance between houses at rear should be 100 feet.

Comments by deiegates:

(1)

Would prefer a wider frontage (perhaps 70-80 feet) and

not so deep.

In a new area -- would like to see the lot less deep and
wider in front,.

Agreed with above =~ more livable and more prlvacy.

Worth the emtra cost.

It has been found in mass produced places, even with curved
street arrangement, people are practically sitting in each
others back yards. Even if had to spend $100 more for a
wider lot; it would be worth it. .

Relative to the question as to what the delegates thought if a
builder had a wooded area and placed the houses closer together
and left a space for recreational purposes for the chlldren,
the comments were as follows:

1)

(2)

LOT USAGE

Wishes builder would retain an area for communal playing,
especially in areas where there are no sidewalks = would
keep children from playing in street.

Would not want to sacrifice space on lot for a community
area.

Wants her children where she can keep an eye on them,

A builder is not going to give space on which he can build
houses to leave a play area. He is in to make as much
money as he cap and will not leave land undeveloped,
Would not want her children playing in a wooded area, if
such a community space is leftj it should be developed
with swings, etc. and should belong and be kept up by the
community.

1. Minimum distance from street sidewalk tovfront of house

25 feet.
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B. LOT USAGE

20 House Setbacks

Consensus: There should be some slight staggering of houses in re-
Tation to each other, but not alternating. This is a serious matter
of planning to give a pleasing overall effect. On small lots the
placing of the houses in an individual way might destroy bedroom
and backyard privacy. However, if this could be done to break the
uniformity, it would be good.

Comments by delegatess

(1) should he placed so as to be pleasing to the eye and to get

the most value from the space, Just as in cutting out a garment to sew.

(2) Should be variances of a few feet, 2 or 3 feet.

(3) Would not liké houses to alternate; one forward, one back.
Not a good appearance. Also second house looking into back
yard of third and so on. ‘

) Wants privacy on four sides instead of just on three.

) With alternatlng houses, you look into neighbor's back yard,
hear noises from living room windows, look out on laundry

. dryinga etce

(6) Put hoqses on a diagonal,
(7) If you'have your own individual lot and want to recess your
house, ‘it should be individual rather than standard,
(8) Thinks should have a right to put house where you want it.
(9) There is to0o much regimentation.
(10) Community very poorly planned, because of physical plan.
Side living room window looks into neighbor's back yard,
~ Has to keep blinds closed on bedroom side all the time.
(11) The different families should express individuality in their
°  house and yard, but it should be planned to have some rela-
tionship to the rest of the neighborhood so as to be pleasing
to the eye, as well as expression of individuality.

3e Outdpor Activities

Consensus: Minimum rear yard should be 50 feet., This would allow
100 feet between houses at rear, ' '
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B. LOT USAGE
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~0utdoor Activities - continued

The group felt the opportunity to develop the land by the in-
dividual family for its own use was very important. The fol-
lowing activities take. place in back yards —- sand box, small
children equipment, basket-ball, outdoor cockv:xg9 airing or
drying of clothes; casual visiting, more formal visiting,
gardening — each family's needs served differently. Yards
should be planned as our houses are planned. There might be
a quiet adult terrace; flowers, then a drying space, then a
children's areay; play, cooking.

Comments by delegatesa

(1) A surfaced area and a garden area, clothes line not in
the middle of the yard, HReason: keep part of yard for
beauty and entertaining and part for chlldren to feel
free to play.

(2) Front for formal yard or garden, back for pool, all
activities to the rear. Possibly terrace in back. Would
like a sheltered area in back for 31tting out on a rainy
night when it is warm in the house.

(3) Front should be kept formal and pretty, back should be all

- for the children,

(L) Back yard should be a place for children to gather, All
children are welcome, does not restrict them very muach as
to "don't step on this or that," etc,

Play area not around laundry.

up by using evergreens and shrubbery.

(8) Children shbuld have play area, but should be taught to
have respect for gardens, lawns at home, in turn will
respect their neighbors' garden and lawn,

(9) By all means a barbecue pit. Wants to hang clothes outsides.
(10) Doesn't especially care to eat outside, but children do,

Outdoor Drying Space

Consensus: Outdoor drying of clothes necessary; all want to hang
some clothes out; even though they may have dryers.

Garages and Carports

Consensus: Garage in basement if on sloping site; otherwise

attached to the house, Not on bedroom side but near kitchen

-

doore

Play area and other area could be screened off by shrubbery.

Yards are important for children to play but should be kept
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91. LOT REQUIREMENTS

B.

LOT USAGE

6.

To

Parking Space for Family Car on Lot and Off Street

Consensus: Desirable, but cars should not'enter the rear yard
area of the house. ;

Comments by‘delegates:

(1) Would not like to give up yard space for car, but would
like a driveway, We do not include in basic $10,000
house, ‘

(2) Desirable —- proper orientation of driveway to house.
Should not be on bedroom side., Should be close to
kitchen door, for groceries, etc.

(3) If have a carport, would like entrance into family room,
Should be planned ahead if carport not added when house
is built. ‘

(4) Family entrance should be for children, groceries and
the like. Plans should be left for door but don't want
car to come into children's entrance and play area.

-Planting

Consensus: Group felt that the opportunity to develop the land
by the individual family for its own use was very important.
Would like the whole lot seeded but it should be done at the
proper time; instead of the builder doing it when he finishes,
no matter what time of year,

The one who does not go out and plant, ruins the neighborhood,
Outside should be started off on the upgrade as well as inside,

Comments by delegates:

(1) Grading is also important in the beginning,

(2) Builder should not leave debris around houge covered by
thin layer of soil; trees die, shrubbery dies, flowers
won't grow. Spoils contour and looks of lawn.

(3) Should have choice of shrubbery and plants; things of
right size; etc, Time of planting important to their
growth and life; Grass seeding and grading should be done
at the proper time, instead of builder doing it when he
finishes house, no matter what time of year.

(4) Would personally rather plant first or second year at least
for some good appearance, and then consult a nursery man
later. Builder is building to make a profit and doesn't
take very much personal interest.
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7. Planting - continued

&

Comments by‘delegates: (continued)

(5) Would like to do own planting as well as interior decorating.

(6) Outside should be kept attractive, ‘but can be done and
enlarged upon gradually or later on.

(7) Definitely should plan and develop outside as well as in-
side from the beginning because if you don't, you have a
tendency to let the outside go., If a few trees are put in,
in the very beginning, it is much better for shade and more
attractive appearance, : '

(8) Put in trees in the beginning. Suggested honey locust.
They spent $50 in beginning-~ in five years, looked like
$200. Honey locust highly recommended,

(9) Could $200 be set aside and used as you wish?

Architect: it would have to be put in the contract. FHA
will insure with or without shrubbery. If in contract, we
expect it to be done,

' (10) The -amateur will plant too close to foundation, and
shrubbery too large and too close together. Need some form
of informational material,.

(11). Educationgl material should be gvailable as to kind of
trees; eta, ]

(12) Should be some commnity planning.

Fences

Magoritz: There should be no fences, Six out of 10 felt that
training was more important to children than fences.

Comments by delegatess

(1)

(2)

(6)

‘Does not favor fences. Cannot keep children in fenced

area. They should be trained to stay within boundaries.
If used to fences, won't know how to act when he does
get outside. o
Prefers to stay with children in yard, Teach children
boundaries without restrictions such as fences. Fences
cut down neighborliness,

Fence will make land look smaller.

Fences when children are little. Hedges are okay if no
small children, o ‘

Likes fences in back. Keep dogs out and toddlers need
fences to keep them in., More than pays for itself. Does
not believe in fence in front,

Should not be included in house~-later, matter of personal

preferences,
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8. Fences - continued

9.

10.

Summary by Discussion Leader

They felt learning to respect the possessions of others was
learned outside as well as inside through family living,
Fences prevent neighborliness, friendly dropping in at the
back, Fences do not keep a child in, it is better to train
him as the door gets left open and he can get out pretty
quickly if he wants.,

Outside Steps

It wés agreed that outside steps should be wide and low; low
rise, wide tread and not more than two rises without ‘a hand-
rgil° Reason: children fall off; older people need'handarailo
There shou;d be landing platform for more than five steps.

Delegates preferred grading and doing away with so many steps;
it is less dangerous and gives a better appearance.

Power Polesvand Qverhead Lines

Majoritys Pféféi at‘fear; one delegate preferred them in front
8o as 1o keep the garden view free of poles and she is used to
seeing them in front.

IV.  NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

A.

B.

STREET LAYOUT

Consensys: Streets should curve to fit the terrain. A.gide-
walk on one side of street only would be acceptable,

FACILITIES

1.

Maximum Distances To:

(a) Primary School -- 1/2 t6 1 mjle from subdivision

Consensus: The first child pickedwup should not be on bus more

than one~half hour. If school more than one-half mile, school

bus should take care of small childran.

(b) High'School, - could be 1/2 to 3/l of an hour from the -
time the f;rst child entered the bus to the time he
arrives at school,
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A.  STREET LAYOUT

2.

3.

Comments by delegates:

(l) One-half mile okay for elementary school children, but
high or junior high can be two miles.

2) Child should not be on a school bus as much as an hour.
3) A two-mile limit for elementary school child,

4) Have to have more schools as well as school buses.

5) Make buildings interchangeable according to need —-
Junior high and senior high.

Corner Grocery Store

Consensus@ Hbst newly planned areas will use the big shopping

centers, but would like a small fringe shopping area, not in

the residential area,

Comments by delegatess

(1) No grocery store in residential district. Should be near;
grouped together, but not in residential area,

(2) Bread and milk can be delivered to door. No need for
small corner store.

(3) Not in‘d’residential community.’

(4) Can be undesirable if wrong people run it — put in pin-
ball machines and the like.

(5) Trend to large shopping areas will eliminate small stores.

- More parking space. Free parking.

(6) Shopping areas going out hard on downtown businessmen.

(7) As shopping areas move out, people can move out farther.
Opens more land to residential,

Churghes‘and Schoo;g

Consensus: ?Builders should leave space for churches and schools.
Comments by delegates:

(1) New building group; bringingin lots of children; causes

friction between old and new families. A lot of the bond-
ing power in the community has already been used.

(2) When new people move iny, bonding power goes up. However,
takes time to solve this problem.
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L.

Nursery Schools

Consensus:r Taxpayer should not have to pay for something that
is not compulsory.

Recreation

Consensusr If builder creates a new community, space should be

IeTt for recreation area.

Comments by delegates:

(1) When a builder comes in, he should have to get permission
from township or local government as to how many families,
children; now or five years from now, Definitely builder
should be required to work with township. ‘

(2) Definitely a local government problem.

V. CONSIDERATIONS OF ECONOMY

It was indicated that the minimum requirements established Wy the
group could be arranged in a 26' x L6' house =— 1196 square feet,
The question was asked where further costs reductions could be
achieved; if necessary.

Consensus: Don't want to cut down on areas; hope the building

industry will find some way to give more space,

Comments by delegatessz

t
(1) Take it off the utility room and make storage walls,
(2) Do not cut utility room or mud room, Cut hallway, that
is wasted space. Builder never goes over minimum anyway.
(3) Cut hallway,
(4) Center hall is a luxury.
(5) Does not like strangers or guests to come right into living
© room. Would like to keep entrance hall, '
(6) Try to have effect of entrance hall but not actually a hall,
put in planter area instead of a hall, use tile for front
area where it gets wet.
(7) Cut down on decorations. FHA has given us minimum standards,
but they don't have to live in the houses,

(8) FHA minimum (72 sq. ft. in bedroom) makes a nice nursery but

too small for anything else. When children are eight or
nine;, you can expand your house, but if you need more room
when they are two or three, you just don't expand.
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.V. CONSIDERATIONS OF ECONOMY

Comments by delegates: (continued)

(9)
(10)

(11)
(12)

(13)

11 x 9, can get two beds and dresser; or two cribs.

That is the minimum where you could stay sane;, but if you
have to cut, that is the place to cut.

Won't back down on bedrooms.

Suggestion: have basement under half of house and crawl
space under bedrooms. j

Father can putter in the utility room.



by
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~ On the basis of an analysis of the above report, it may be concluded that the
delégates at Table #3 would agree that the Basic Components of a house for a grow-
ing family would be as followss

9a
10.
11,
12,
13.

Minimum Desirable
—Size ~Size

Kitchen 9 x 12

Family Roon 10'x 12

Utility Room (including laundry 6 x 12

entrance and storage)

Half-Bath at Rear Entry 2,5x 6 .

Living Room 12 x 15 15 x 15

Front Entrance ) 6 x 8

Guest Coat Closet ) ”

Parentfs Bedroom 10 x 12

Second Beédroom 10 x 11

Third Bedroon 9 x 11

Bedroom Closets L@ 2.5 x 5

Bathroom (Maifi) 5x8

Other Storagd; Halls, Stairs, etc.

If additional money was available there would be included successively the

following:

Dining Room -

Inocfease areas of Family and Living Rooms.
Increase areas of Bedrooms.

Carport with outdoor storage.

Single car garage with storage.

Double garage.

Unresolved Items

1.

2,

If money was available would it be desirable to include home-
making appliances -~ washers, dryers, etc. at time of house
purchase? ‘ '

If money was not a factor would it be preferable to have the
house on one floor only? Would a basement be deemed desirable?



TABLE #3

SUMMARY BY DISCUSSION LEADER
Wednesday, April 25, 1956

Mrs. Edmmd Bacon:

This group tried to continue, to accept the assignment, apd talk about
the lower-middle-income house. Always they say more basic space, provision
for easily-added space as the family and income grows. They weighed the
component parts of the house, mentioning the space amnd the activities that
these would take wp -- that would take place in these parts.

One would be the area with three bedrooms and & bath, this connected
directly with the kitchen-family room which will have multiple use -- &
full dining space, room for children to do homework right nesr the kitchen,
sewing, cutting out, gemes, and all kinds of things for good family living
with spaces to store the equipment used for it. A living room that is for
quiet adult living, for books, for dining sometimes, if it cam be large
enough, but it must be out of the traffic lane of the house. A friendly
back door, major-family-coming-snd-going wtility area, where the laundry
will be, a place to put the children's coats s boots, a half-bath to get
washed up, and also storage of equipment like toys, amd baseball bats, amd
the other things the children have. '

This group does not wish to attempt to place these things. They want
to say as strongly as they can that they do not want its design a standard
house., They feel the best expression of the individual needs of a family
that can be achieved on a given topography are most desirable, They do not
want to say as a group that they like a special kind of house. They have
defined needs and functions in meaningful groups which must be related %o
each other in certain ways in order to work. They feel that this placing
is a job for ome who is especially qualified to do it and they are in-
terested in as beautiful a placing as possible and as beautiful a use of
fine structural material as can be afforded. Onme lady felt that the
architect is not interested himself enough in the minimum builder's house
and that his services were seriously needed by the builder.

This group feels that individuwality in exterior appearances is im-
portant, but it must be balanced by a strong urge for neighborhood com-
patibility. On small lots the placing of houses in an individusl way
might destroy the bedroom and backyard privacy, However, if this could
be done to break the uniformity that we now have, it would be good.
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They felt that this is an srea in which the builder also needs specialized
advice to plan for a fine feeling om the block. We said compatibility
without uniformity. The group felt the opportunity to develop the lamd by
the individual family for its own use was very importent. The following
activities take place in the backyard -- sandbox, small children's equip-
ment; basketball, outdoor cooking, ares for drying clothes; casual visit-
ing, formal visiting, gardening, and each family needs to be served
differently. Our yards should be planned as our houses are plammed.

There might be a quiet terrace, flowers, and & drying bin, another drying
area and a childrent's area. There would be cooking ,and playing of games.
They felt lesrning to respect the possessioms of others was learned out-
glde as well as inside through sharing of family living space. Fences
prevent neighborliness we felt. You couldn't go and drop in on & friemd
if' there was a great big fence between you. Fences do not keep children
in. They are mach too clever. Someone leaves the door open and the best
way is to teach them to be where they are supposed to be -- out of danger,
Planning of any kind is fine snd vherever the family wants it. Cars should
not enter this back ares we felt. There might be a carport off the street
and side or basement gerage. The polescould be in the back cormer.

The group is not willing to say as a group whether it likes traditional
or contemporary houses, They felt flat roofs had not worked successfully.
They bad all leaked, they felt. They were not good om small houses and
were not very pretty. A pitched roof was practical for weather conditions
and also, gave extra storage and locked nicer. Large glass areas should
never be made looking out on the street. They want the back wall to im-
vite outdoor and indoor living., But a whole glass wall is not necessarily
desirable, especially on a small lot where houses sre close together.

They did like a picture window if you had something 4o look out on, They
wanted the house to be at least 25 feet away from the street for privacy

and protection from fumes and noise and for a beasutiful street entrsoce.

They care that the house looks beautiful from the street,

They were interested in a lot with greater frombtage on the street and
would sacrifice gladly the depth for a wider street fromtage. They spoke
of a 65-foot by 100-foot lot which would give a 25-foot fromt, 26 some-
thing or other for the house, and then a 50-foot space in the back to be
used for family living. They feel that the value of this minimum house
to the family will greatly increase with the development of the outdoor
space. Where the development of this outdoor extension of family living
has been undertaken by a neighborhood, there has been a feeling of con-
fidence in the basic lomg-term livability of the house, its usesbility

- and the quality of the land. In other words, if the owner discovers

after buying it that the house doesn't work, that there is water in the
basement, that under a very thin covering in the backyard you will find
old pieces of the building mater.als s Pieces of concrete, nails, tin,
that nothing will grow and the tree dies right away, they are not going
to put their energies into this development of this backysrd area which
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we feel will raise the whole real value to the family of this piece of
land., The great potential of using the outdoors to increase the size of
the house is just going to be lost. If the house itself doesn't work amd
the land is no good underneath, we felt that educational materials on
dsveloping these backyards should be made available in space planning and
also materials in each particular locality that would really work.

The table wants to go on record that they do not think that it is
right to build houses on bad land withoult adequate plapning imside and
out and everything should be done to see that this is not possible., The
members feel that we here have the responsibility to the imexperienced
buyer to protect him from the family tragedy of a costly move into some-
thing that looks good amd which one quickly finds out does not work as
promised. Zoning is a very important necessity also to protect families.
Without zoming they will build a house and something will come up right
near it which will ruin their house. They feel this is iwmportant. We
also made a list -- and I won't read them -- of what we call femily
tragedies, because we feel that it is important that other home buyers
should be saved from the problems which those of us who are here have felt
existed in buying a new house.

I think we want to say something else. We want to tell the HHFA
that we had a wonderful time, that we have liked meeting the women from
all over the country and we have loved talking zbout bouses. We have
been very interested in discovering the differences that exist in our
areas. Someone sald &3 we talked about these houses that are all spotted
brilliapt colors all over the place, that maybe color designers should
take their clues from what nature does with that particulsr place.

Mazybe they Just don't look very well where we are, They might lock
better somewhere else. But we have enjoyed finding oubt how much we ars
alike in the way we feel gbout living values for owr families.

We want to say thank you for this opportunity and we are very glad
to have had it. But we want to say something else and this has besn
sald not only at our table Tult also at the others. We fesl s little
differently sbout Governmment, and when we get back home we sre surely
going to get all the letters tangled up and we won't know if it was
HHFA or what it was, and the other combimations that will also continue
to confuse ws, Bubt we will remember that am Agency has taken a great
deal of time and emergy to amass all this material which was sent in
by everybody and to put it into & shape so that we could handle it,
and talk and work together on it and we think that it is wonderful.

We are going to take this feeling back to our commwmities snd I am sure
none of us are going to combinue to feel that it is all something that
basn't much comnection with us. We feel the Government feels that our
problems sre all very real. And now we know it. In fact; you might
say we reslly Just feel like citizens.
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WOMEKN 'S CONGRESS ON HOUSING
| Tabie #h

Alebama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina,
South Carolins, Tennessee , and Kentucky

I. INTERIOR PLANNING

. A.  BASIC COMPONENTS

1'

Kitchen plus Dining

Vote on type of kitchen:

a. Kitchen plus dining 8
b. Kitchen-Family Room b
¢. Kitchen plus dining plus laundry 2

Comments by Delggg:be.s:
1 - - N *

(1) Kitchen to cook in. Nothing else
(2). Small kitchen to use as working area only. Safety factor,
danger of children being burned. No laundry facilities, not
sanitary to have ‘dirty clothes in kitchen. Counter bar and
stool.
Efficiency cooking area, no laundry facilities. Large
enough for children to be in. '
) Kitchen and breakfast room -- convenience.
(5) Kitchen and breskfast space, laundry off kitchen, large
. enough for family to esat.
(6) Large kitchen-breakfast space. Arranged so can talk wi‘bh
person in den. ’
(7) Dihing area in kitchen -- Kitchen-Family room large enough
to have children with you.
(8) Large kitchen and den combined. See children playing in den
while in kitchen. No Alaundry equipment.,
(9) Large family type kitchen with outside door. Built-in
‘ dining area for six.

 (10) Open plan, living kitchen, laundry facilities. Kitchen

always gathering place for family.. ,
(11) Working unit with laundry room and utility’ roou, Diniz;g
a;rea separste. ‘

Votes for in.formal' dining:

a. Bullt-in nook i
b. -Countér or bar and stools 2
¢. Space for table and six chairs 5

Majority: Prefer kitchen with spa,ce for informsl dining at table
with six-chairs.

Minority (strong): Prefer built-in nook.
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:z. INTERICR PLANNING
A, BASIC COMPONENTS

1. Kitchen plus Dining - continued

Consensus: If no basement is provided then a Family Room should
be provided adjacent to the kitchen.

2.

Pantry
Mejority: Pantry not essential.
Votes: 7 against; 4 for.

3. Laundry

Majority: Leundry in separate room on first floor.
Votes: 7 for first floor; 4 in basement

In the laundry room there should be space for:

élg Amtomatic washer
2) Automatic dryer
(3; Free-standing ironing board

(%) Bemovel and storage of galoshes, rubbers, wet and
b dry play and work clothes -- area 3! x 5¢,

4, Rear Entrance

Majority: Rear door into Laundry-Utility area.
Votes: 8 in lsundry-utility; 3 direct imto kitchen.

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Back door for children to come in, maintenance man, easier
to wash kitchen floor than to vacuwum rug.

(2) Need place to take off rain gear and heavy coats so need
entrance and storage space at back.

(3) Back door and bath so children don't have to go through

house dirty and muddy.
i Back entrance into basement, children, dirty clothes, mud.
tr
childrents clothes.
- children's bicycles.

() Back door leading to basement, children come in, the dirt

( taken to basement.

5

6) Back porch has storage space on it.

Side door from carport into kitchen with storage for

(8% Rear entrance into kitchen and basement -- comvenient.

(9) Double garage with rear entrance, laundry room, store
' (10) No back door, Prefer hallwsy.
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INTERIOR PLANNING

A L] ‘

BASIC COMPONENTS

5.

~Half-‘-B'ath ‘at Kitchen Entry
Tﬁe. majority felt that & half-bath near Rear Entry is mandatory.

Votes: Nine at Rear Entry,
"One at Front.
One in Basement.

Basement
Majority for Basement under main area of the house.

Votes: Eight for
Four against

The deep Scuth was against basements.

Interest in a basement was primarily centered around the need for
space for recreation and hobbies.

In the interest of ecomomy it was agreed the basement could be
eliminated with a Family Room and Storage provided on first floor.

These delegates in favor of s basement felt it essentisl for:

(1) Cheapest space to buy
(2) Keeps house warm
(3) Provides space for:
(a) work bench and tools
(b) Hobby space for family
(¢) Rainy day play for children
(4) Meeting and recrestion room for teenagers
(e) Recreation room for. adults

’Coments by Delegates:

(1) Basement for play room especially when raining, work shop for
husband; storage space.

(2) Basement to keep the noise of children out of main house.
Husband starts project, can leave material out without house
being messed up. Entertain friends.and no mess in main part
of house. Want to cut down work in house, keep mess in base-
ment. Fix up basement after children grow up and remnt room.



I. INTERIOR PLANNING

A. BASIC COMPONENTS

6.

Basement - continued .

Comments by Delegates: (continued)

(3) Basement for children's play. .

(k) Children can play and know not in danger of getting hurt.

(5) “Think basement necessary for husband’s work shop; children's
play room.  Wo basement, find husband mixing paint in kitchen
when_trylng to fix dinner. Less reason for divorce.,

(6) Definitely want basement, but question the steps involved.

(7) Would like basement but problem of carrying clothes up and
down steps to yard.

(8) Rather bulld on to house because of dempness, steps. Have
utility and storege space on first floor. Play room on
first floor to be sble to see children.

(9) Open space preferred, screened in summer, glassed-in in
winter, can see children playing rather than going up and
down steps.

(10) Rather have split-level with extra room for play than go to

- expense of having basement, ) ’

(11) 1In South you can’t afford basement, contractors too expensive,

Attic

Majority: Only if needed for later expsnsion.
Minority: Wanted an expandsble house with unfinished attic;
notably the Northern delegates. ‘

Comments by:'D‘elve.gates:
(}1) Depending on cost s not cut dowm on something more important.
(2) The expandsble attic ideal for young couple who expect to

have family. If can be used as additional bedrooms in future,
yes; Jjust storage space, no; basement can handle., ‘

Dining Room

All: Would accept an "ell" of living room, with a movable separation.
Ma;jqri_ty would prefer separate dining room, if it could be afforded.

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Full dining room--not have to make-shift when company present.
(2) Dining room if didn't cost too much.



I. INTERIOR PLANNING

A. BASIC COMPONENTS

8.

10.

11.

Dining Room - continued

Comments by Delegates: (continued)

(3) With children, need dining room separate from living room
" 80 don't carry food into living room which would happen if
all in one room. Also learn better manners eating in more
formal atmosphere.
(4) Least used room unless you do lots of formal entertaining.
- Dining area sufficient. '

Living Room

Consensus: 12' x 14' living room accepted

14* x 18* would be desirsble
Comments by Delegates:
(1) Would prefer living room smaller than 14' x 18' and use
extra space as den for the children to do their studies in,
(2) Prefer living room wider than longer so that furniture can’
be arranged better. '

Front Entrance and Guest Coat Closet

Majority: Front F’oyé:; with Guest Coat Closet preferred, but would

accept some type screen that provided a defined separation.
Minority: Onme delegate wanted no foyer or closet.

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Foyer preferred with entrance into all rooms.

(2) Foyer so you don't enter into living room-~wear on rug.
(3). No foyer or hall, rather have extra footage for rooms.

Bedrooms
Majority: Accepted three bedrooms as a minimum, with a preference

that one be paneled as a den;, and for use as a guest and sewing
room. ’

Minority: One delegate voted for +wo bedrooms s but with expandable
attic. '
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A, BASIC COMPONENTS

11.

S 13,

1k,

15.

‘Bedrooms = goxr’hinued

Comments f by Delegates:

(1) Three bedrooms--use one as sew.ing_vroam or gﬁest room.,
(2) Three if not too small. Walking space.

(3) Two bedrooms with expandsble attic in event family grows.

Plan on bedrooms for future. Can't buy a house each time
family grows. Use attic and basement for additional bedroons.

Bedroom Closets

Consensus: There should be a minimum of two closets in parent’s
bedroom and one in other bedrooms. Use sliding doors on closets,

:-A&l agreed that closets should go to ceiling for storage of extra

bla:ake*bs , ete,
Bathrpoms

Majority: Accepted 1% baths as a minimum, but wa.nted two
lavatories in the main bath.

Other Storage

All ag_z;ee that storage should be provided for sheets, pillow
eases » etc., blankets, bed covers, ete. and cleaning equipment,
as, vacuum, brooms, mops, etc.

A linen closet is preferred outside of bathroom, but there should

be storage in the bath for items and articles used there.

Garage and Carport

All agree that initially the cost of a carport should be used
%o ; provide house space.

A double carport is d.esirable, but a single one is ascceptable,

If there is no basement, a single carport, at least, should be
provided with outdoor storage space.
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I. INTERIOR PLANNING
A.  BASIC COMPONENTS

16. Homemaking Appliances

Consensus: Include cost in room space and allow owner to acquire
own appliances. In order of importance, appliances are voted as
follows:

(1) Split-range (wall-oven and counter burners)
Refrigerator (built-in)

(2) Automatic washer

(3) Automatic dryer

(4) Air conditiong
(a) install initially, if money available
(b) rough-in for later installation

(5) Deep Freezer

(6) Automatic dishwasher

(7) Garbage disposal

Movable Appliances

(1) Waffle iron

. (2) Automatic mixer
(3) Toaster
(k) Vacuum cleaner
(5) Electric coffee maker
(6) Automatic fruit Jjuicer
(7) Sewing machine

I. INTERIOR PLANNING

,B.  MINIMUM AND DESIRABIE SIZES OF COMPONENTS

Minimam Desirsble
1. Kitchen plus Dining 8+ x 18¢ 10° x 18¢
2.  Kitchen-Family Room (if no basement) .
3. Laundry-Utility Room 8" x 10° _ 8+ x 10°
k. Storage Area off Utility Room 3'x 5° - 3'x 5°
3. One-Half Bath at Rear Entry b x 5 hr x 5
6. Basement (if money available) Full area of main house .
T. Attic (only if expansion required) '
8. Dining Room ' x 12 x 14t S1kt x 16°
9. Dining "ell" of Living Room 10' x 10¢ 12 x 12°¢
10.  Parlor Living Room 127 x 14 14t x 18!
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IE‘]ERIOR 'PLANNING
B. MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES OF COMPONENTS - continued

Minimm Desirsble
11. Entrance Foyer 61 wide 6 wide
12. Guest Coat Closet 2 x 3 2' x 3¢
13. Parent's Bedroom 12 x 14 12 x 16°
14, Second Bedroom 10t x 12¢ 127 x 12¢
15. Third Bedroom (paneled as Den) .. 10t x 12°7 12 x 12°
16. Bedroom Closets he 2' x 67 3'x 6
17. Bathroom (Main) T 616" x 80" 66" x 80"
18. Other Storage (Linem Closet) 2' x 2,5%°

19. Carport
Comments by Delega_t?fs on Room Sizes:
i
1. Pront Foyer -- Consensus: 6'0" wide

(1) Large enough to decorate.
- as they come in and should be attractive.

People come to door and is as f’ar“

(2) At least five feet so when two people are standing in it, can

stand side by side.

(3) At least six feet » glass wall to give light, enough space for

teble with flowers to make it look nicer,
2. Guest Closet ~-- Comsensus: 2' x 3t

Minority: One delegate felt closet not needed in hall.

are damp from rain; should be hung out; provide enough o

space.
3. Bedrooms (Parents)

Magoritx:

Minority: Minlmum 12' x 16' -- 5 delegates

Minimum 12' x 14' -~ 7 delegates

Clothes
ther closet

(1) Large enough to have a rocking chair so that when you havg &

baby that needs to be rocked.

(2) Large enough to have a comfortable chair for a man.

(3) Large enough to have two chest of drawers so husband and wife's
clothes can be separate. Also a lady's desk-~there are quite a
few things a woman has to do and likes to get off where she
won't be bothered while doing them. Children can be downstairs,
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I. INTERICR PLANNING

B. MINIMUM AND DESIRABIE SIZES OF COMPONENTS

Comments by Delegates on Room Sizes: (continued)

hO

Children's Bedrooms -~ Consensus: Minimm 10°' x 12°¢

(1) Want children's room large enough to accommodate twin beds
80' when being shared by two children they have own beds in
case of sickness, )

(2) At least 113' x 124' in order to have twin beds separated,
room to move around. :

(3) Twin bed size rooms so children can sleep separately for
health sake, also children like to have the same as other
child has. ' ‘

(%) Each person should have something that is theirs, If large
enough, can separate with screen and have privacy. -

(5) Would like bedrooms on rectangle arrangement. Makes easier
to arrange furniture. ’ o

(6) Would like one bedroom large enough to be used as study.

Bedroom Closets -~ Cogsensus: 2' deep. Vote: 11 to 1

(1) Two feet. Any bigger, lose wall space for arranging
furniture, . .

(2) Would like whole length of room so you can see in.

(3) At least three feet so can walk in and have shelves on each
end for storage.

() Larger closets in children's room so can keep toys and things

. they collect like children will. ‘

(5) Large closets. Children have more clothes than grownups.,
Also little girl's dresses take time to stand up and iron,
and don't want them mussed when time to put on.

Parént's Bedroom: 12 feet long (two closets)
Children's Bedrooms: 6 feet long -~ T delegates
- longer than 6 feet -- 5 delegates

Bathroom

Ma.goriti " Separated bath -~ vote of 9 to 3 over combined bath.
- Double lavatories -- vote 10 to 2 over single lavatory.

Majority: Minimum 6'6" x 8'10", including spsce for linen closet.

Half Bath: All agree on minimum size of 4' x 37,
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INTERIOR PLAHHING

C.

LOCATION AND RELAEEIOH OF BASIC COMPONENTS
Consensus: Living aveas to be separated from sleeping aress., :
Comments by Delegates:

(lg Want bedrooms completely separate from rest of house.
(2) 'Do not want children's bedroom wall next to living rcom where you
. entertain, because some children are disturbed by ’t;alkingy ete.
(3) Want bedrocms (children) arranged so children can come in from
play area and not go through living room in order to change clothes.
(4) Want center hall in order to separate living from sleeping quarters.

1. Kitchen

Agorﬁsx - Prefei kitchen at rear or side. Preferred orientation
toward - east or southeast, with access to:

(1) Family Room (if no basement)

(2) Laundry-Utili‘by ~

(3) Dining Area

(4) Front Entrance -- without goinmg through living and
dining room.

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Want kitchen in back so you don't hear all the noise of the
streets, since you spend a good time there. Also, if you
are having dinner ocutside, it's easier to carry things from
the kitchen to yard. Would want kitchen situated so you can
see the back and also look through to the front, Would want
kitchen situated so as to have access to dining room and
laundry room.

(2) Would prefer kitchen to the side back in order %o be able to
see front and back, and children playing out of doors.

(3) Prefer kitchen on east side of ‘house so you can bave the sun.

(4) Prefer west kitchen 80 bedrooms would be cool in evening.

(5) Depending on which house faces » north or south, in order to
decide whether bedrooms or kitchen should be cool. ’

(6) Prefer to have professional person decide which *way as he
would know better.

2. Family Room

First choice: Recreation snd hobby activities in basement with
outside entrance and windows on three sides, none on fromt.
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INTERICOR PLANNING

C.

LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

2.

3.

Family Room ~ ﬁontiﬁued

If no basement, then dining space of kitchen to be expanded in
size ~-- loocking onto rear yard, with access to:

Kitchen

Dining Area .
- Qutdoor Terrace

Front Entrance without going through living-dining ares

-r:-w N
Nt s’ S ot

(
(
(
(L

Laundry-Utility Room

Looking .on'to side yard -- for future carport -- with access to:

(1) Kitchen
(2) Outdoors

Rear Entrance
To have access to:

(1) Balf-Bath
(2) Laundry-Utility

Dining Room

No particular preference was expressed for the location of the
formal dining sares.

L:Lving Room

The delegates were equally divided -- six to six -- for locating
the living room, looking onto a side yard and looking tmiard the
street. Preferred orientation is North,

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Front. If on back see evex:y’oody’s clothes lines, garbage cans,
trash cans, ete.

Want living room in front. Can't have guests come in back.
Front., I enjoy seeing the activity going on in front.

Living room on rear where it is quiet. You can comtrol noise
in your own backyard, but you cannot control noise on front.

2
3
4

Lo Yoo W ¥
Vet St S



I. INTERICOR PLANNING

C.

LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

7.

Bedrooms
Consensus: Bedrooms away from living area.
Comments by Delegates:

(1) Living room and dining room for entértaining, have children
. away from living area, prefer children in fromnt.
(2) North side, so bedrooms will be cool to sleep in.
(3) North side, so there will not be too much light to wake you
in the morning. .
(4) You can cool rooms off in one half-hour, so prefer kitchen
to be cool.

D. CONNECTIONS AND DIVISIONS BETWEEN SPACES

E.

L.

It was agreed that partitions with doors should be provided between
the kitchen and o

(1) Loundry-Utility

(2) Dining Area

(3) Living Room :
(4)- Access hall to bedrooms

a.nd_xbe;tween‘ the Family Room (when provided) and

(1) Dining Ares
(2) Access hall to bedrooms, front door, ete,

The living room and dining "ell" should be separated by a moveble
partition. There should be & partition with door between living
room and access hall to bedrooms, front door, etc.

The front entrance foyer may be open to an access hall to living
roous ;bedrooms, ete., or to the living rocm.

Hinged doors between rooms were preferred by eight delegates and
sliding doors by four. Four delegates preferred & folding door
between dining area snd kitchen.

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

Celling Heights

Magoﬁtz: Agreed on 8 feet high ceilings, with a lower ceiling in
basement. '
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INIERTOR PLANNING

E,

SIGNIFICANT DETATLS

1.

(%}
L]

Celling Heights - continued

Comments by Delegates:

(1) ~ Not higher than 8 feet. Can clean easier.

(2)

Can heat a lot easier if ceilings are not too high.

(3) If ceilings are too low, and-some pecple have furniture

turned over from Grandmother, like & secretary which is
very high, will not fit in if ceilings too low.

Low-sslope combination roof-ceiling was acceptable to 9 delegates
and exposed beams and planks to 3.

Kitchen

(a) Upper Cabinets. It was agreed that upper ca‘binéta should be

()

- carried to celling for storage of periodically used items.
The top accessible shelf (sbout 6'0" from floor) should be
adjustable.

There was no length determined for required shelving in upper
cabinets. The minimum width desired was 14 inches, The

ma jority preferred hinged doors on cabinets, th.cmgh there was
some favorable eamen‘bs on sliding doors.

Comments by Delegates:

(1) When top shelf of cabinet too high, can't be reached.

(2) Mot too high, in order to use top shelves and be able

: to reach conveniently.

(3) Sliding doors cannot be opened for access to whole
cabinet,

(%) Sliding doors. No chance of bumping head, like on hinge
doors. When you have open ‘and want to reach something
under work table, forget and raise up.

(5) Cabinets deep enough not to chip dishes when putting away.

Lower Cabinets and Counters., No length af work counber was
determined. A fwo-compartment, 42"-long,sink was preferred.
Width of work counters at 24" was acceptsble. Height of work
counters should be uniform, but some delegates requested that
heights be adjustable.

Enough room should be left between counter top and bottom of
upper cabinet for tallest electrical applisnces, plus one~-inch
clearance,
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I. INTERIOR PLANNING
E. SIGNIFICANT DETATLS

3. Specié.l Rooms

An interior bath in a two-bathroom house would not be acceptable
to 6 delegates. Five would accept if a ventilating skylight ie
provided. A shower stall only in a one-bathroom house would be
acceptable to the majority of delegates.

k., Electrical
(a) sService, it was agreed, should be 100 amperes.
(b) Ceiling lights should be provided in:
(1) Kitchen
(2) Ileundry-Utility
(3) Entrance Halls
(%) Dining Area
(5) Bedrooms (preferred by 10 out of 12)
‘ iigh‘bs in closets were not deemed necessar:y“. Five out of 12
preferred ceiling light in living room and 6 out of 12 wanted
ceiling light in bedroom in addition to wall brackets.

(c) Convenience Outlets

(1) Kitchen -- 4 plus strip at counter height
2) Laundry-Utility -- 4 plus power
(3) Dining Area -- 2 duplex

(k) Living Room -~ 5 duplex
(5) Bedrooms -~ 3 duplex
(6) Wall convenience outlet in Bath

i

(d) Height of Outlets

Counter height in kitchen and laundry-utility, 18" elsewhere.
Comments by Delegates:

(1) Ceiling light in living room because someone cuts switch off
from lamp and have to come into living room in dark, ‘

(2) Light in ceiling for children taking music lessons, Better
light, o

(3) Light in living room ceiling because husband has visual problem.
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I. INTERIOR PLANNING
E. SIGNIFICANT DETATLS

L, Electrical - continued

b

Comments by Delegates (continmed):

(4) Ceiling light in bedroom for children. Easier for them than
. walking into derk room and finding lamp. ’
) Makes it easier to see in closet with ceiling light.
) Turn light on directly entering room. Will not trip over
things.
) Ceiling light in bathroom and small bulb as night light.
) Light over basin, plus ceiling, in bathroom for husband to
shave by. .
) Light in closet also to dry out damp clothes.
) No lights in closet, unless automatic with closing of door.
) Fluorescent lights because give same effect as daylight.
Mzkes you feel better and look better. Direct lighting is
harsh.
(12) No daylight bulb (blue). Mekes you look green.
(13) Do not prefer fluorescent lights. Have a hissing sound
that you keep waiting to explode.
‘ (14) Fluorescent lights,if they are not the kind that are
' Pboisonous when broken. L
‘ (15) Convenient outlets. Two on each kitchen wall.
" (16) Strip type. Do not have to have in one spot.
‘ (17) Four outlets in kitchen to handle toaster, radio and other
| accessories used in kitchen regularly.
| (18) Outlet in breakfast nook for toaster for convenience.
(19) Outlet over counter space so no danger of children pulling
- off electrical appliances,
(20) Four outlets as basic requirement in laundry room.
(21) More outlets than four in laundry room, as you don't know
| : . what appliance they will invent next.,
‘ (22) Height of outlets waist height in utility room for iro;ning
" 80 that cord is even with ironing board.
(23) Have cutlets Placed so children cannot stick things in and
get hurt.
(2h) At least 18" so you do not have to get down on knees to plug
in lamps, ete. .

5.. Interior Weather-Conditioning

The majority wanted provisions made for fubture installstion of
alr conditioning. There was an evenly-split vote on whether
air conditioning should be installed now, if money available.
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INTERIOR PLANNING
SIGNIFICANT DETATLS

Interior Weather-Conditioning -~ continued

All lwanted ceilings and walls insulated.
Comments by Delegates:

(1) Makes it easier to conceal if put in when house is built

(2)  Would not want to s because in next ten years will have it
~ for all priced homes,

(3) Would not want it because of noise it makes.

Sound Deasdening

Consensus was that sound-deadening materials were not necessary
in amy rooms. Also, that money should not be spent for a ceiling
in basement.

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Not when built, perhaps at later date.

(2) Would not want it, because it would kill the sownd of

© 7 children playing in basement and they could hurt themselves
and not hear them cry out.

(3) Would not want it, because when pipes freeze it would have to
be removed and cannot be fixed back and not show,

EXTERIOR APPEARANCE
FLOOR TO CETLING GLASS

All agreed théy did not like all glass walls,
PICTURE WINDOWS |

Majority: Would accept picture windows in Dining or Living Rooms s
but only if there was a view. A minority would ace:ep'b picture
windows in a living room facing the street.

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Would. not like glass from ceiling to floor beca,use of chance
of being broken and someone getting hurt,

(2) Would not want picture window for fear children would fall
and break glass and hurt selves.



II, EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

B, PICTURE WINDOWS (continued)

Comments by Delegates: (con‘cinued)

(3)
(4)

Would not want either, because of heating problem.
Would not want either, unless you had scenery to br'ing in.

Co ALLWIRDW SILIS IN ROOM L TO 5 FEET ABOVE FLOCR

Consensus was that standard height sills should be used. This
is interpreted to mean sbout three feet.

Coxmnents ‘by Delega’bes.

(1)

WO O W
St S e ek S L ML N

—~
b
O,

Sorani®

Windows low enough for one to see children out of doerm but
at same time high enough for privacy.

Two feet up with wide sills.

High enough so children cannot lean out and fall.

Three feet high so children can see out.

High enough to place 4 piece of furniture under,

Four feet from floor so you can see out to check children.
‘Have them for convenience, but at same time, sppearance
important on outside of house,

One side higher for privacy on street side and others lower,
Have all heights of windows uniform so dra,pes are inter-
changesable,

Only see one side of house at time, so do not need to be all
same height.

D. TYPES OF WINDOWS
Consensus: Double-hung windows with removable sash.

Would prefer awning type if sash were removable.

Comments by Delegates:

(1)
(2)

(3)

Would not want casement windows ; too irconvenient.

Normal size window so easy to clean, . Possibility of fan going
in one. -

Double~hung windows so you never Worry abcut upper part fa‘llimg

on you when cleaning,

E. NATURAL VENTILATION

Should be provided under fixed glass.
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EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

F.

G

ACCESSORIES BUIIDER TO PROVIDE

Consensus: Window screens and screen doors.

Four delegates from the deep South wanted operative exterior

blinds on windows.

TYPE % HOUSE

Congsensusd was for one-story with basement.

APPEARANCE OF HOUSE

Consensus: A traditional house, but with modern approach.

ROOF TYFE

Consensus was for low-pitched roof with wide overhang for
solar control, so you get winter sun, but not summer sun.

EAVES

' Consensus was for wide eaves.

LOT REQUIREMENTS

&,

Ut W I

LOT SIZES (House -~ 48 Feet Wide)

1.

°

.

Minimum Lot Size

Minipmm Lot Width

Minimam Lot Depth

Minimum Side Yards v
Minimum distance between houses acrosh street

No data was given, but with a 25-foot
front yard from sidewalk and allowing
50 feet for street and sidewalks, this could be

Minimum distance between houses at rear
No data was given, but with 25-foot set-back

and 26 feet for house, on a 140-foot deep lot,
this could be

10,500 sq. fr.
75 feet
140 feet
12 feet

100 feet

180 feet




IIl. LOT REQUIREMENTS

A,

LOT SIZES (Continued)
T. Preferred lot shape and area at same cost
Consensus was for depth two times the width,
iexample ~= 60 x 120 or 72 00 sq. f£t.)
preference to 13 times width (65 x 1005
8. Preferred lot depth with same width
Consensus was for a 75' x 150' lot at base
price, in preference to: . 100 feet depth at $380 less, or
125 feet depth at $190 less
Corner lots were found undesirsble.
Comments by Delegates:
(1) Ideal lot would be 100' x 140'. Enough room on side.

Depending on neighborhood, if convenient to playground,
would not need too large a lot.

: (2) Depending on locality of city. In our area, open country.

.. You can buy an acre reasonsble. Where subdivisions, are re-
 stricted to 80 x 100 feet, which is requirement. Rather have
house closer to front. Have privacy in back for eating and
children's play. TIwenty or 30 feet in front from street. On
gide, far enough away from neighbor not to be sble to hear
one another talking.
(3) Sixteen feet minimm on side for driveway, going to back so

you can use carport or garage for storage and will not be seen.

(k) Twenty-five or 30 feet in fromt. Ten feet on each side.
(5) Small front yard, easier to keep.
{6) As much in back as possible. Easier for small children to play.
(7) A 100" x 150' lot. A%t least 40 Peet set-back becsuse city
- might come in later and widen street. Ten feet on each side

of house.
(8) Seventy-five feet wide and 100 feet deep. Eleven or 12 feet

on side.

(9) Seventy-five x 150 feet -- bedroom side s 5 fee‘b with carport.
We have requirements in Florida that house next door be built
on same line. -

(10) Twenty-five or 30 feet in front. Ten feet on each side.
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III, LOT REQUIREMENTS

A. LOT SIZES (Comtinued)

Consensus:
12 to 14 feet on side
T5 feet wide
25 feet in front

Back Yard Depth )

60 feet - North Carolina Lo feet - Kentucky
60 feet - Tennessee Lo feet - Kentucky
100 feet - South Carolina Lo feet - Kentucky
100 feet - Mississippi 100 feet - Tennessee
100 feet - Alabama 40 feet - Kentucky
70 feet - Mississippi 60 feet - Florida

Consensus: No corner lots.

Consensus: Lot size -- 75' x 140°.

‘ B, ’LGTUSAGE

lo

2.

Minimum distance from street sidewalk to 25 feet
front of house,

House set-back from street should be varied;
not equal.,

Children's play, outdoor dining, flower garden
and vegetable garden were considered important
outdoor activities which provisions should be

made for in planning house and lot.

An outdoor drying space was considered necessary
even with use of automatic laundries s particularly
in the South.

Space should be provided for a garage or carport attached
to the house at the rear. ’ '

Parking space for family car off the street was deemed
necessary. It should be to the rear of the house,

Builder should preserve existing trees and sod fromt lawn,

Power poles _’and‘overhead lines shou;].d be along rear lot line,
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| IV. NEIGHBOREOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING
\
|

D] -

STREET LAYOUT

1. Curw}ed streets were preferred.

2, Sidewalks were deemed necessary on both sides of streets by
10 delegates. One delegate felt none were necessary.

3. Delegates divided 6 to 6 on the need for shade trees along
public streets. -

k., It was agreed that houses facing heavily trafficked streets
were satisfactory if set-back from street is greater than
normal. '

FACILITIES

l. Meximum distance to: .

' Miles ‘Minutes
(a) Primary school 1/2
(b) Secondary school 1/2
(c) High school 3
(a) Shopping 2/3
(e) Place of employment 30
(f) Church 2/3 ,
(g) Recreation not important

2. A "corner grocery store" was deemed an asset to the neighborhood,
provided there was special site planning and zoning to make
"good neighbors" to abutting homes. It should not be more than
three to four block from homes. There was also expressed the
need for shopping facilities, somewhere between the corner
grocery and the large shopping center. '

3. Other community facilities deemed desirable within a neighbor-

hood of homes were:

(a) Churches, with adequate parking space

(b) Supervised swimming pools

(c) Small playgrounds for young children (4-8) at a
maximum distance of four blocks
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IV. NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

B, FACILITIES

Comments by Delegates:

(1)
(2)
(3)

b
p)
6

(7)

S N Seppe? |

Want church close enough in case you do not have car,
you can walk, - > '

You will go to church no matter how far. Important to
have youth organizations, etec. for teemage groups.
One-half mile from residence s because of activities you
might be active in; easier to get %o. However, far
enough that music does not penetrate into community.
Church within the community where there is parking space.

~ Ten minutes drive to church.

Not necessary to have near you. You can find time to go
to church.. You do need your immediate needs like shopping
center during week. Do not think movies has to be close.
Church in community, but not necessary for movies,

bowling alleys, etc. :

C.  CONSIDERATION OF ECONOMY

. When the question was raised as to how cost reductions could be
- made, a majority of 6 voted to eliminate the basemeunt., A strong
minority of 4 voted to eliminate the utility room amd place
facilities in the basement. Other proposals were to eliminate
the front foyer and reduce the closet space.



TABLE #
SUMMARY
'by‘
 HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE AGENCY

On the basis of an'enalysis of the above report, it may be concluded that the
delegates at Table #11- would agreed that the Basic Components of & house for a
growing family would be as follows:

1. Kitchen for cooking only
2. Family Room
To iAclude space for family and informal dining,
and recreation and hobby activites that would be
provided in a basement
3. Laundry-Utility Room
k., Half-Bath at Rear Entry
5. Dining "E11" of Living Room
6. Parlor Living Room
7. Entrance Foyer
| 8. (Guest Coat Closet
| 9. Parent's Bedroom
| 10. Second Bedroom
| 11. Third Bedroom Paneled as Den
| 12. Bedroom Closets: two in Parent's Bedroom
| one in other Bedrooms
‘ 13. Main Bathroom: two lavatories
14,  Other Storage, Linen Closet

If additional funds were availsble, a basement would be provided and the
Family Room, adjacent to ‘the kitchen, would be eliminated and dining space for
a table and six chairs would be provided in an enlarged kitchen., In the deep
South, where a basement would not be desirable, the Family Room arrangement would
be retained, :

The next choice, with funds availeble, would be to provide a separate dining
room in plece of a dining "ell" off the living room.

The third choice would be a single carport with storage; followed by a
double carport.

Next,would be an increase in size of rooms from minimum to ‘desira‘blea

Next, the baths would be increased from 15 to two or 2%, and air condition-
.ing installed, ‘ ‘

Finally, a Den-Guest Room would be added.
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Uhresclved Itens

1.

2D

No sizes, minimum or desirable, were indicated for the Family Room,
where basement is omitted.

If money was availsble, should the bulilder provide automatic equip-
ment,- washers, dryers, etc., before adding additional rooms or in~-
c¢reasing room sizes?

What would be the rank of importance of air-conditioning? Should it
be the first choice after the basic omponents, or should additional
or enlarged spaces be provided before air-conditioning is acquired?



TABLE #4

SUMMARY BY DISCUSSION LEADER
Wedhesday, April 25, 1956

Miss Heath:

Mrs. Meyers had to leave -- the discussion leader at Teble #4 -- she had

_ another engagement and Mrs. William Clency from Jackson, Mississippi, is
going to speak for her this morning. Table #4 is Alabama, Florida, Mississippi,

North and South Carolina, Temnessee and Kentucky.
Mrs. William Clancy:

I would like to say Just a brief thank you, first to Miss Heath for
not introducing me as being from the same town as Dr. McFarland's dog --
as you know yesterday he said he had a Dalmatiap from Jackson, Mississippi,
as so am I. I hope the dog is &s proud of it as I am.

I want to thank Miss Heath, and Mr. Cole, and all of you who have made our
stay here such an unforgettable experience. We want to tell you how much we
appreciate all that you have all done to make it just a perfectly wonderful
thing.

If I had a map, I could show you the distance that we have had to cover
in this group that we have had. If we could have had a second experimental
teble, this would have been the onme, for we go from Jackson, Mississipp, to
Louisville, Kentucky, to Miami, Florida, & distance of 1500 miles. So we
discussed pro and con such things as number of rooms and open areas to storm
windows. So you can see that we have had diverse opinions, but we have come
to reconcile our views and get something which we hope is worthy of the con-
fidence that you have shown in us.

We have endeavored to come up with a concensus of opinion om this home
in the $10,000 to $15,000 bracket. We say home, because we have lived in
it so much in the last few days that we have converted it from a house to
e home. In point of climaste differences ocur group varies almost as much as
I said as the so-called experimental table. So we have had to reconcile all
of these opinioms into a good sound basic house which includes the following
things. We have had, I might say, to cut out a lot of dear desires. We
started out to cut out our pet peeves. With Mr. Van Buren's patient listen-
ing and Mrs. Meyer's guidence, we aired our peeves at the begimning and
then we go down to our dear desires. And this house does include many of
the latter.
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It is approximately 1500 squere feet, It has living room, dining room,
three bedrooms, a bath and a half, and a family room. We have cut out --
I'm telling you what we have cut out so that you can see that we sterted
out with an entirely different kind of house. We originally bullt two. We
started with the basement and gave that up in order to save momey and stay
within our budget which has been one of the primary aims of this group.

We have tried to take the objective view and keep our house within our budget
so that we might meet immediete needs of this family. We have cut out &
garage in the hope that that can be inecluded in future expansion. We have
living room, dining room, three bedrooms and bath and a half, a utility room,
all of these rooms having ample storage space and a -- I hope you will stay
with me because we have had to change this right at the last mimute apd
meke a great deal of notes -- this living-dining room will take care of in-
formaly family --. I mean this family room will take care of informal family
dining. Our kitchen will have cabinets which utilize every foot, every inch
of space., They will go the ceiling. Our living room and dining room will
be in an ell shape, if possible. We will have folding type partitions be-
tween these two rooms for flexible use. Our master bedroom is to be 12 x 1k
feet, Our two smaller bedrooms will be 10 x 12 feet. These two small rooms
to accommodate study desks for our children, and one of these, if possible,
paneled for fubture use as a den. We want to separate our children's bed-
rooms &s much as possible from the living area and generally separate our
living and sleeping quarters. Our minimum half bath is 4 x 5 feet., Our
full bath has no extras with the exception of two lavatories. That is a
minimum. As I said we want full height kitchenm wall cabinets and clothes
closets in the bedrooms. Go completely to the ceiling. We want at least

12 linear feet of hanging space in the master bedroom closet and at least

2 in any of the other closets. Our storage in the bathroom to accommodste
linen storage and such is 2 and 2% feet., We also would like cabinets under
our lavatories and over the water closet., We, as the other tables, want a
picture window only if we have a pichture.

And most of you kmow who have travelled in the South or visited there,
the Southerners live a great deal out of doors. Our childrem, some of them,
have never seen smow. If they do see it, they are allowed out of school
s0 they can feel it on their hands. So we wish to turn our house toward
our backyard, and if we have & picture window, it will be incorporated into
the living room so we can create something there for our family to look oub
upon. All other windows will be double hung of standard height, removeble
for easy washing and of aluminum to eliminate painting costs. We want our
ceilings 8 feet high. We have taken ocut of this house all gadgets in order
that we can give the maximum living space and meet immediate needs. We
want the plamning to take care of orientation with regard to light, breezes,
sun and cold. We feel that this should be done for us by an architect. We
do not want to be fenced in with inside baths and kitchens. We want the
light and air to come in and give us also an opportunity to watch our
children who are out-of-doors and to see the things that are going on out-
doors.
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This group has given a great deal of thought to our commmity plamning.
We have very definite ideas and in this one thing we just all seem %o be
unanimous in what we wished for our neighborhaod and our community. Here
is our lot size -~ we agreed om &m mof 75 x 140 feet. We wish our
house set back & minimm of 25 feet from the street., We do wanmt gidewalks
on both sides of the street and I heve been warned that that is going to make
us most unpopulsr with the builders, but I have to give you what has truth-
fully been plammed by this group. Iii the deep South -- and I°d say we are
from the South, deep South and the deep, deep South. People ask me if I am
from the deep South. Yes, I'M from the deep South, but someone above me from
Kentucky is from the Soath and that is the only way I can tell you. Bubt from
all aress of the South we want more space behind our hewse ag I said. For the
winter activities, we are sble t6.do mamy of most of the timé which is hard for
you from other sections of the country to understiwd, I am dure. Owr children

are seldom indoors; I suppose maybe a week or two out of the winter they have

to play indoors. So, are concentrating on what we have outside our house
asy mich as what is imid@ the house. We ask that the builder be required to
god  the front ysrd. We do mot wish him to plapt trees. We want to plan
drives and such as that so as to circumvent any existing trees. We want our
driveway -- although, as you heard me say, we have no garage or carport --
pecanse we don't know it but it ism®t very likely that we will have a car
vefore we get through building this house. If we do -- if things happen and
our children get their teeth braced and we get them in college -- we will
want to have this house possibly. So we would like our fubure garage or
carport to be well to the rear of the house and give ws privacy on one slde

- so our driveway which we will wish installed now will go to the resr of the
~ house. We do not like cormer lots.

In our commenity plamming, from our primsry school {this is based on a
500-home comminity where there is no school bus), we do not wish to be more
than six or eight blocks or ome-half mile from owr primary school. Three
miles from our high school. We would like to be mesr a planned shopping center.
A beaubiful, attractive shopping center -~ gbout five blocks from home. From

our husband's place of work, we had such diverse opinions -- "in five minates,"”
*I want to keep the car", and others of us agreed on different other things.

‘But I think we have come to 30 minutes each way travelinmg time for our hus-

bands, snd heaven help him if be wants to stop for a packsage of cigarettes.
We didn't allow for that.

We like our churches within our commmity. I live close to a church and
I feel like I'm in & little New England town when I look out and see thatb
church steeple with that beautiful cross 1it up at night; so I have had the
pleasure of living in that type of community. We agreed unanimously that we
think that living in a commmity where there is & church does enhance the
value of property. We would prefer the curvalineal type of street plan.
We believe that if we can get our housie plammed, we are not so much concerned
with whether it's contemporary or traditional in exterior appearance, because
there sre many views om that. The main thing that we want to do is plan for
our money snd for the here-and-now needs of our family the soundest thing
that we can get. Then, later, we will go in for little amniversary presents
and give each other gar‘bage disposals and all the other gaﬂgets,
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Comments of delegatesy

(1) Thinks children should not play in the kitchen because it isn*t
safe for them to be near stove, etc., and that the cooking and
eating area should be divided.

(2) Prefers separate space in kitchen because there was too much
activity when she had TV, dining, washing and playing in the
same area,

Conclusion: Desire table with chairs in the kitchen for the

children's sake, with a minimum seating capacity of 5, Prefer to

have eating and working area in the kitchen separated with a bar
or something, Do not wani family room in conjunction with the

‘kitchen. Want laundry separated from the kitchen,

Utility Room

Conclusion: Desire utility room, first floor, in addition to

basement, for a little better than minimum requirements, with

entrance from ocutsids, to be used for washer, dryer, ironer, sewing
and storage,

Utility room should not be used as service entry, Too difficult to
keep clean for purpose served if used as entry.

Service Entrance Hall

Conclusions Desire separate entrance hall (service entrance).

Reasons For removal of galoshes and prevent carrying dirt through
e house., A place to remove wet clothes and clean dirty shoes in
inclement weather,

Half-Bath

Conclusion: Desire half-bath downstairs near the kitchen., (If

have only one bath in the house, prefer it downstairs,)

Reasons Makes it convenient for children and housewife without having

To go through the rest of the house to get to the facility. Also
convenient to basement,
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I. INTERIGR PLANNING
A, BASIC COMPOMENTS
5. Bagement

Conclusion: DBasement desired under entire area of house.
Proper provisions should be made for future division of
basement area, proper heating and lighting of these spaces.

Reasons: Space needed for various activities and this space
is the cheapest space ome cay buy for these activities. These
activities include: play srea, recreation area, washing,
storage, ironing, sewing, or whatever want to use it for.

Some of these activities create excessive moisture in the

air. Basement most essentiasl in this part of the country.

(See Comments of Delegates - page two)
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Basement - continued
Comments of delegatess

(1) Keeps floors of first floor warm, '

(2) Has 20'x 2l sq. ft. living space in basement and it would cost
more to have the space elsewhere,

(3) with present-day living costs, feels basement is essential for
storage if you have a small house,

(k) Needs basement for storing summer and winter equipment and
clothes when not in use,

(5) Thinks should incorporate living in the basement also, Has

- children and needs space in the basement for their hobbies,

(6) Children can entertain their friends there and the noise is

away from the upstairs and yet they are supervised,

é']g Children can play hard in the basement.

8) Children can take off dirty clothes in the basement.,
(9) Thinks a heating system should be in the basement.

(10) If heating for basement rooms were available at the time the

~_ house is built it would be less expensive.

(11) Would rather have upstairs than basement if she had her choice
because the basement is a nuisance to clean and also she has a
tendency to hoard things there, but has a lot of laundry and
needs to do it in the basement, Could have an outdoor storage
space attached to house or garage, Wants heating in the floor
of the basement, but not much,

Attic

Conclusion: Not necessary if there is adequate storage space else=
where, Would be nice to have to build on to later.

Dining Room
Comments of delegates:

(1) If going to teach the children the social graces need a dining
room because can't teach them in the kitchen,

(2) Thipks a dining room opening into living room is better because
you get more use out of your dining area,

(3) Doesn't think living room and dining room should be together
because you will be watching TV while eating and camnot teach
social graces that way,

Conclusions Separate dining room essential,
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Dining Room = continued

Reason: For privacy in setting table, etc., and to have the
cluttered table apart from the guests after eating, Can teach
the social graces to the children better when it is separate,

Minority: Dining and living room combination. To have more
space so can entertain larger groups, There is room for ex-
pansion and can get more use out of dining room,

Can use space in dining room as part of living room when area
is not in use,

Creates feeling of spaciousness especially where living rooms
are small,

Living Room

Comments of delegatessg

(1) Living room should be large enough to entertain in, read in,
watch TV in and generally live in,
(2) Living room should be large enough to have 5 activities going
" on at one time, FPrimarily an adult area,
(3) Living room is for children when they do not have a play room,
" -Should not exclude children from the living room,
(4) Living oom should be removed from activity and work area.
Wants quiet living room apart from the rest of the house,

Conclusions Should have large living room rather than parlor
Type so there will be room to accommodate the whole family in
small groups if necessary for variation in activities,

Living Room Entrance

Conclusion: Want separate entrance hall with closet to living
Toom, (Would sacrifice some space in living room or some other
room for this hall,) Hall or foyer need not be enclosed by a
door into living room, Prefer without door.

Reasons Do not like to enter directly into living roome. Provides

a place for galoshes s keeps dirt from living room, and provides a

place for hanging wraps,

‘Den or Guest Room

Conclusions Desire guest room combined with den rather than sacrifice’
er room, This room would be excellent to use when someone is sick.
This room could also serve as third bedroom,
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1l. Bedrooms
Comments of delegatess

(1) Thinks children should have a place to get off to themselves and
be alone if they wish, Would rather have smaller rooms than
sacrifice privacy of children having their own rooms,

(2) Thinks ¢hildren should have room in their bedrooms for their
hobbies, such as storage space for dolls, etc,

(3) Could have more private rooms for the children by putting
in sliding partitions or walls that can be removed later,

Conclusions Three bedrooms are desired, At least the master
bedroom should provide room for twin beds, A1l if possible,

Reason: For resale value even if don't need them for the family,
Think need to get alome in bedroom at times, Hard to sell a two-
bedroon home,

12, Closets
Comment of delegates:
(1) Would give up other things to have adequate closet space.
Conclusion: Two closets in master bedroom and one closet in each
of the other bedrooms., Would like to have two shelves in each
closet in lieu of the one ordinarily provided. (This is extra
storage at very reasonable cost,)

13. Bath

Comments of delegatess

(1) House is a commodity and to some an inside bath would be satis-
factory, but for resale value some would be adverse to such a
thing, '

(2) Inside bath is a trend and needs consumer education., 1Is more

" economical,

(3) Have to consider additional window space that might be used to
better advantage somewhere else,

(4) Window in bath is used very little.

Conclusions Desire 1-1/2 baths, Do not want a substitution of shower
‘8tall in lieu of a bath tub, One lavatory in bath is sufficient if have

. 1-1/2 baths, Desire a shower over tub but is not absolutely necessary.
Would not object to inside bath (no windows) if space could be used to
greater advantage elsewhere in the house,
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1h. Other Storage

(Previously discussed use of basement, utility room; built-in
drawers in bedroom,)

Comments of delegatess

(1) Old=-fashioned shed~type of storage attached to house or garage--'
no heat necessary, Place to store skates, golf equipment, tools,
bicycles, etec, Want storage space apart or partitioned off
from garage so it won't look so messy. ’

(2) Want to make a plea for unassigned storage space ~ for children's
new hobbies, etc,

23) Should be storage room in each room. ; '

{L4) Double shelf for hats, etc., so won't have to stack hat boxes,

(5) Doesn't want too much preplammed storage space as it eliminates
individual ability to decorate rooms as you want to. '

(6) Walls of storage are fine but in small rooms may need the space
for divans, etc. T

(7) In some of the smaller houses the linen closets are too small,

. Like drawers in cupboards for blankets, etc,

(8) Donit like linen in different places cause you can't keep account
of how much have on hand, One linen closet would be more efficient
and less costly. )

(9) There is usually extra space in closets for storing linens,

(10) Towels, etc., available nearby where you need them. ,
(11) Need extra space in bedroom for blankets for changeable weather,
(12) For safety no child should have access to medicine cabinet, and
under six years should not ever be alone in bath, basement or
i tehen, i bablls qe O
(13) Vanity-type cabinet would give each child a drawer of his own
~ in bath,
(1) Recommend a broom closet on second floor., ILike a separate drawer
or large shelf (low one for children) in bath for each person,

|

|

|

i |

| Conclusiéns Want more storage space and shelf space than have had in

i Bedrooms, closets, garage and kitchen - want shallow as well as deep

| shelves in kitchen cabinets for small stacks of dishes and shallow .

| articles of china and glassware, Desire separate drawers in bathroom

| for children to have a separate one each, Desire separate broom closet
| on second floor to save steps, and a broom closet on first floor im back
| hall if have room for it without increasing size of house - if not,

; then one somewhere near the kitchen.

|

\

\

Reason: There isn't enough storage space in present homes for bath
. suppﬂes; blankets, oyt-of<-gseason ¢lothing and equipment, cleaning
supplies, sports equipment, periodic items, china, etce
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16.

Carport and Garage

Comments of delegates:

(1) Feel garage is not necessary considering the amount of money you
put into it and the good you get out of it,

(2) The climate in this part of country is so damp at nights which
causes so much wear and tear on your car, Think should have a
garage and take care of your car since price is so high and since
it lasts such a short time in comparison to your house or garage,

(3) Biggest object is resale value of your house if you don't have a
garage, .

ghg Garage provides some storage space,

Like garage for storage space in upper part of it.

(6) Like garage with front and back door then you can take your garden
tools and stored items out the extra door. Also, in the summer
can put screens over doors and use as a porche ) "

(7) Need a two-car garage in this part of country, for storage, etc,

(8) Like storage space on side of garage with storage area partitioned
off,

(9) Getting so a carport is no longer a carport but is a screened in
area for additional house space,

(10) Overhead sliding door is an improvement in this part of country
where there is a lot of snow,

Conclusion: Minimup - desire one car garage with storage space,
Prelerred - two car garage, Prefer garage to carport.

Homemaking Appliances

(Builder provide or leave space for)

Comments of delegatess

(1) Would rather do without some of the things for awhile and put
money into house, and buy things as can afford them, They make
it too easy for people to have everything at beginning of married

(2) Think FHA is promoting providing appliances, and they think people
need everything, Can do without some things for awhile.

(3) In giving you all appliances they give you nothing to work for in
the future,

(h) Against having built-in appliances because of such extreme

- preferences as to brands,

(5) Want to choose own brands. Advantage to having them builtein
for elimination of grease and dust.
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16,

17,

Homemaking Appliances - continued

(6) Designs change too rapidly to have them builtin, Must consider
for resale purposes also,

(7) Would consider having built-in in view of cost because in project
building sometimes these things are provided at less cost,

(8) Think kitchen vent fan should be built-in cause would be a
saving while building,

(9) Built-in stove and over should be a cabinet that could be shifted
to another wall if desired, Gas appliances are a saving,

(10) iﬁfér'incinerator to garbage disposal, Can dispose of more :

ngse ’

(11) Wants some way to regulate humidity - too much dampness in summer,
and too dry in the winter,

(12) Wonder if built-in appliances are here to stay for transient
pecple,

(13) Think restlessness and constant moving is because of poor homes,
People will hear of a new job and they think the new job will
bring them better living conditions. =~~~ 7

(1) Money that is saved by omitting built-ins can be used to a better
advantage in the home,

Conclusions Only garbage disposal, laundry trays and kitchen vent fan
should be provided by builder, (Some expressed desire for incinerator
rather than garbage disposal,)

Reason: Desire to choose own brands in other appliances and save money
by not having these appliances included in the mortgage and paying
high interest rates, Can do without some of these things till have the
money for them,

Movable Appliances

One delegate felt space should be provided for these appliances because
she has to put these on the bottom shelf of cupboard and has to get on
knees to get them, Thinks storage with a sliding door at end of counter
would be convenient and thinks people would use these items more often
if they were handy to get to.

The majority voted against this because not used enough and because this
kind o% storage space would be costly.

Conclusion: Storage space should not be provided for movable appliances
because certain ones are not used by everybody,
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B MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES

Minimum © Desirable
1. Kitchen and Dining 10 x 14 12 x 16
2, Laundry-Utility 10 x 10 10 x 10
3. Rear Entry 3xh ‘3x6
L. One-Half Bath 3.5x L 35x h
5« Dining Room 11x 12 12 x
6, Living Room - 13x 16 3x2A
7. Front Foyer 3.5x5 3.5x5
8. Den 10 x 12 12 x 13
9. Parents! Bedroom 10 x 12 12 x 14
10, Second Bedroom 10x 11 10 x 11
l1l. Third Bedroom 10 x 11 10x 11
12, Bedroom Closetss L @ 2x5 2x5
13, Bath 5 x 8 6 x 8
1, Other Storage — —
15, Garage plus Storage 15 x 21

@ ¢  wocATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS
1, Kitchen

Conclusion: Prefer kitchen facing the back yard or side yard.
Want 1t 1n the rear of the house,

Reason: Can keep an eye on the children., Greater privacy for
chen activities,

Kitchen Access

Comments of délegates 3

(1) Work section should be apart from bedrooms, living room, ete,

(2) Need back entrance to take clothes out to dry, Utility room
separate from Kitchen; near rear entry hall, KXeep kitchen free
from mess, - .

(3) To remove traffic from living room, a separate door from kitchen
going through hall to bedrooms and bath, ‘

. Conclusion: Does not matter whether enter kitchen from back or side.
‘Want back door to lead to basement w;.thout- going through any rooms,
Kitchen should be near dining room for step saving service,
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c IOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

2,

3.

be

Dining Room

Conclusion: Not too important whéere dining room is located but want
easily accessible from kitchen,

Liv Room
Comments of delegatess

(1) Living room should not face west,

(2) Most expensive furniture goes into living room so should face
‘north or west so won't have the sun on your drapes and furniture,

(3) Living room should not face west because you are more apt to be
in living room in afternoons and the reflection of the snow creates
a blindness, i

(4) Living room in west so can see the sun sete

Conclusion: Front or side (slight preference)., Second choices Rear or

side, Final orientation of living room should be de¢cided by type of lot,

considering privacy, view, set-back from street, etc,

B’edx_ppins

Comments of delegates:

(I) six delegates expressed no preference, ’

(2) Four delégates preferred rear location for childrent's bedrooms s for
solitude; more quiet and children can get their sleep.

(3) One delegate preferred in front so she can supervice children in
daytime,

Conclusion: No preference on location of parents' and children's
edIooms e

II EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

A - E WINDOWS

Comments of delegatess

(1) Have to decide windows on type of home and architectural structure.
In Colonial homes picture windows are out of place,

(2) In area where have lot of bad weather and snow, would feel like you
were out in it, Thermopane is expensive,

(3) Don't give you enough privacy when drapes are open, and also drapes
are expensive,
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EXTERIOR APPEARANCE
A - E WINDOWS

Comments of delegates: - continued,

(L) Upkeep of them is expensive, Too much work to washing them,

(5) They are used in such poor taste.

(6) Ceiling to floor glass wall effects are beautiful in picture
books but would be dangerous.

(7) Think picture windows is rich man's answer to haveing a view,

(8) Don't think they belong in small houses, Can't open them for

* ventilation, T

(9) Like casement windows in kitchen above sink,

(10) Get more ventilation when can open windows from the top, Like
double hung window but design of house calls for certain type window,

Conclusion: Definitely feel that floor to ceiling type of window is
not most practical thing in average home. Would like picture window only

~with the proper view and privacy. Iike thermopane because of saving on

heat costs,

Feel bedroom window which is 3 or lj feet above the floor is very
practical, Very high bedroom windows are impractical because children
and sick people cannot look out them,

Want all window sills at same level in room rather than some high and
some low,

Up and down windows - desire cross ventilation,

ACCESSORIES BUILDER SHOULD PROVIDE

Comments of delegatess

(1) Venetian blinds are too hard to keep clean.
(2) Inside wooden shutters let in light, ventilation and do away with
draperies, .

Conclus:tono Should provide - screens, storm sash, screen doors,

not provide - venetian blinds, or exterior shutters unless
deaign calls for it, Exterior shutiers should fit windows and should
not be decorative only,

TYPE OF HOUSE

Comments of delegates:

(1) Story and 1/2 is more versatile -~ has expansion possibilities,
(2) Story and 1/2 is more economical.

(3) Split level is solution to saving steps.

{4) 8plit level is nice in hilly places,



II EXTERIOR APPEARANCE
G TYPE OF HOUSE < continued

Conclusions One story with basement. Would switch to two story in
order to get good construction and materials and additional space for
same money and to gel befter room arrangement and circulation, $8plit
level can be built to advantage on the right location.

Several ladies in minority definitely preferred two story houses.

Reason: Could use smaller lot. More gracious living for same money.
Definite separation of living and sleeping areas,

H APFEARANCE OF HOUSE
Comments of delegatess

(1) Conventional living room and dining room; contemporary basement,
kitchen and bath, Contemporary is inexperienced modern and don't
know if I want to live with it but am willing to try it in the .
kitchen, Bathrooms get obsolete fast, Want it to work hard and
function well, Don't want silly furnishings in living room that
are not tested, Like furnishings that please me every day, Will

. experiment in kitchen and basement, Want traditional and functional
kitchen and bath and basement, Want kitchen big, gay, light and
usable - not a small, dark room that is forgotten, and rest of
rooms can be grand and showy, ‘ ‘

(2) Modified modern throughout - not extreme. Don't go for glass walls
or pot-bellied stoves that use instead of fireplace, ILike functional.

(3) Functional architecture rather than architecture for appearance,

{L) Want convenience of contemporary, but definitely simple, fine
traditional for aesthetic part of house.

(5) Likes feeling of "cozy not cold.¥

(6) Bverything is up to individual but I like Colonial or Early
American, TIt's something that belongs just to us -~ the American,
Wasn't functional the most Early American? They built shelves to -
have places to put things., You can still put in today's equipment.

(7) Attractive contemporary, Swedish design of 20 years ago is now being
used in America, "

(8) Contemporary in moderation,

(9) Contemporary emphasizes comfort and duty.

(10) Colonial homes have always been a choice, Are a number of homes
being built in my area that are changing. Still have same style
but there is something like a wing between 1lst and 2nd floor that
extends out to garage - sort of cuts the front of house, Wouldn't
want a modem planter box dividing room in Colonial, -

(11) Traditional, Young friends with one or two children are all for
functional, Young people accept changes better, I think I could
accept functional if I could throw everything out and start from

. scratch again, I have found in the young people I know personally
they are very interested in houses that are functional so I will
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APPEARANCE OF HOUSE

Comments of delegates - continueds
(11) - continued:

go for functional because of that, My son wouldn't like a stick

of my furmniture or silver, Just as modern is a significant word

in music, contemporary is a significant word in architecture, Con-
temporary and functional are the same, We have borrowed forms in
msic and modern American music is just beginning to come into its
‘own and we have to live with it because it is the music of the
future, It is the same with architecture, we have borrowed forms of
it and are coming up with something to fit the American way of life
and establish ourselves in homes, We are beginning to create
American tradition on our own.

Conclusions Want variation in design cause don't like houses to all
Took alike in the bilock.

AMrchitectural Adviser's Summary: From their discussions in regard to
various features, roolf designs, windows, etc., I was led to believe

that their choice was not to be an extreme departure from the traditional,
but yet a dwelling that exemplified the functional living of today with -
careful thought to good design and proportion in assembling the features,

‘I & J ROOF TIPES

Comments of delegatess

(1) Like low pitch with good overhang, Saves windows from getting
dirty, shades you in summer, improves the design, keeps water from
leaking down to windows below,

(2) Trussed roof, Pitch for coolness during the summer, Medium
pitched = not too low or high,

(3) Believe some roofs are built flat for economy.

Conclusion: Majority - medium pitch with overhang, Minority - low pitch
with good overhang,

Reasons: For appearance and ¢oolness in summer,

II1 10T REQUIREMENTS

A

I0T SIZES

Comments of delegatess

(1) Dontt want to use anyone else's driveway, or look into their -
windows, Want space around house regardless of type of house,
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IIT 10T REQUIREMENTS
A 10T SIZES
Comments of delegates - continueds
! (1) - continued:

Prefer space in back yard rather than the front cause could have
’ playground area, flower garden, etc.
§2) Want 50 foot lot.
| 3) In most communities it is 50 feet,
(L) Want enough space for privacy. Should improve driveways, Number
' of feet for car plus 3 or 4 more feet, Should be 10 ft. on either
side of house so houses will be 20 feet apart,
‘ (5) Feel should be able to put your house wherever you wish on lot as-
' long as you put it in the back of the lot and are not building onto
next house,
(6) Build diagonally then have more space and retain your privacy.
- (7) Some neighbors share garages, Should alternate the placement of
| homes on lots next to one another, '
(8) Want back driveway so more than 1 or 2 cars can park,
(9) Driveway in our area presents a big snow shovelling problem,
(10) Wouldn't accept less than 1/2 acre if had choice so can have lots
. of trees, flower garden, etc, Think should go out and start new
comunity so could get more space at cheaper price. Think FHA
should put foot down on contractors who use swamps for lots.
(11) Should have better community planning. If lot is too small you
can send your children to a playground area,

Conclusion: Between 15 and 20 feet area for side yards., Set back
eet from street - for privacy, appearance and beauty. Want room
for a flower or vegetable garden in back. Off street parking necessary -
want at least a driveway,
B 10T USAGE
l, Planting
Conclusion: (a) Builder should leave existing trees as it takes too

long to grow trees, Would rather hire an architect and plant own
trees, '

Reasons To select own trees, and choose location where they are
planted.

Conclusion: (b) Want to sod and seed own lawn,

Reason: For economy and want to know what kind of soil and grass seed
. have,



III 10T REQUIREMENTS

B

LOT USAGE
26 F ences

3.

L.

Comments of delegatesg

él) Hedge fence side and back ~ for sun bathing.
2) Fence in back yard only so can use it for planting.

Conclusions 8ide and back yard fenced.

Reason: Protection for children, planting, etc.

Conclusion: Want railing for three steps or more leading into house,

Power Poles and Overhead Lines

Conclusions Underground, If can't have underground, then in rear,

Reason: For appearance,

IV  NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

A

STREET LAYOUT

1.

2,

3.

Street Pattern

Conclusion: Prefer curved streets rather than gridiron, Want sidewalks.

Reason: Makes more interesting development, cuts down traffic hazards
caused from high speeds, Usually if community is planned in this menner

it cuts down the length of street pavements,
Sidewalks

Conclusions Sidewalks on both sides of street.

Reason: For safety, convenience and appearance,

Shade Trees

Conclusions Trees should be planted along streets,

Reason: For shade and appearance,
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IV  NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

B

FACILITIES

1.

2,

3

L.

5e

Schools
Comments of delegates:

(1)# Being near a school isn't as important as having them attend a good
school, - ' '

(2) You can make arrangements with other parents to take children to
school by taking turms if necessary. SRR

(3) Doesn't think a builder should build homes where there is no land
for a school or money to build a school.

Conclusion: Ten blocks from school - Lth to 8th grade, 8ix blocks

to primary., Distance schools should be from homes depends on
transportation and availability,

&oggig

Conclusion: Desire one stop shopping; want well-plamed shopping area
rather than small stores interspersed in the community.,

Place of Bmployment

Comments of delegatess

(1) Over an hour's drive is too far as the father would be spending
too much time away from home.,

(2) Reasonable distance in my community is 35 to 4O minutes. Shouldn't
spend over an hour driving or on public transportation.
Conclusion: Within an hour from home.

Church

Comments of delegatess

(1) Very important to be close to church so children can conveniently
participate in activities of church.

(2) If church is not near then land should be made available in a
development so it can be built,

Conclusion: Nearness to church important.

Commercial Recreation - Movies, bowling, etce

Conclusion: Distance not important. More important that supervised

play be provided close to home,
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IV NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING
B FACILITIES
6. Small Children's Playgrounds

Conclusion: Playgrounds for small children are desirable but not
absolutely necessary,

T Community Buildings and Club Houses

Conclusion: Not important,

At the beginning of the Tuesday session the group was told that the house they
had planned would have an area of about 1200 square feet and in their area this would
be among the high cost homes. At 2% times annual income, an income of $8000 per
year would be required. What could be done for a family of lower income without
sacrificing essentials?

‘ Comments of delegatess

CONSIDERATIONS OF ECONOMY
(1) Don't think should cut because houses that are too small is
where you find your resltessness and people moving in and out

' looking for something larger, )

(2) Don't want to cut down on children's bedrooms s would rather cut
| some space from master bedroom cuase you aren't going to be getting
| more husbands, . ’
' (3) Utility room, larger kitchen and give up dining room, would give
| up some space in bedrooms,
| (k) Utility room and garage, and next the dining room if have ample
| : eating space in kitchen, '

(5) Would not sacrifice construction - cut out a bedroom,

(6) Cant't spare any of it, but if had to would give up some - lst the
| - basement and next would add to kitchen and give up dining room.

Conclusion:

1lsts Eliminate utility room, placing functions provided in basement.

2nde Eliminate garage, —

3rd: Eliminate dining room and increase size of kitchen for larger
eating area,

lth: Eliminate some space in bedrooms,

Do not want to sacrifice sound construction and materials for larger house,:
. Those who‘pi'efer one-story would rather take a more-than-one-story house, on the

basis that it costs less for lot, less to heat and gives more space for money, rather
than sacrifice on materials and construction,
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SUMMARY
by
Housing and Home Finance Agency

TAELE #5

On the basis of an analysis of the preceding report, it may be concluded

that the Delegates at Table Five would agree that the Basic Components of a
house for a growing family would be as followss

1. Kitchen-Dining Area 12 x 16
2. Rear Entry 3xh
3¢ One-Half Bath 3.5 x )
be ILiving Room 13 x 16
5. Front Foyer 3.5x5
6. Parents' Bedroom 10 x 12
Te Second Bedroom 10 x 11
8. Third Bedroom 10 x 11
Bedroom Closetss L @ 2x5
Bath 5x8
11, Other Storage 350H
If additional funds are available the following would be added in
successions
l. Increase size of Bedrooms.
2 Dining Room,
3e One~Car Garage with Storage.
b,  Two-Car Garage.
5. First Floor Laundry-Utility Room.
For families of still larger income, it would be desirable tog
ls Add a Den-Guest Room,
2, Increase Baths from 1} to 2 or 2%,
3¢ Increase all room sizes to the desirable sizeés indicated,
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TABLE #5
SUMMARY BY DISCUSSION LEADER
Wednesday, April 25, 1956
Mrs. Mary Ihinger:

I think you recall, perhaps, when I reported to you on last Monday
evening that at Teble #5 s representing the states of Michigan, Mimmesota and
Wisconsin, we had planned a house which had a good basement, a utility room,
a kitchen with dining aresa which would seat at least six people, a living
room, three bedrooms, and another bath. When we met the next morning, which
wes Tuesdey morning, our architect told us that we would have a house which
would teke an amnusl income of $8,000. And so witk that we proceeded to
eliminate part of our house. You now find our house without a garage, with-
out the utility room, without the dining room -- it has to be. We then dis-
cussed the placement of our rooms and the thing that we want is no cross
traffic, but an actual location of the rooms we think is entirely on a pre-
ference basis. We think that most of our people like our kitchen in the rear.
But the other rooms we felt was individual, according to the person who was
going to buy the house. When we talked sbout windows, we didn't went a
picture window unless we had a view and we though that if we found a picture
window without a lamp in it, someone might call Dr. McFarland and let him
come and see it.

When we talked about the type of our house we have a difficult time,
because we like the traditional and we like the contemporary. We did not
want modernistic. We wondered if we could have any kind of a combination
of the +two and we debated on a contemporary kitchen and the living room

‘traditional., We think what we want, as one of our members said, is some-

thing that is "cozy--not cold.” We want a pitched roof and our lot we

have agreed on as being, I think, approximately 60 x 120 or 125 feet. We
want about 40 feet between houses and we want our house set back 30 feet.

We went privecy and we think that perhaps by an alternmate placement of
gerages, if there are any, it might help that. We want the contractor teo
save the trees, but we want to plant our own trees if there aren't any there.
We went to be fenced in. We want a fence in the back and some of our group
want a fence on the side. We want our utilities underground if possible,
but if not, at the rear of the house. We want our house to be on curved
streets and we want sidewnlks and we want trees in the parkings. We talked
quite & bit about owr house and its location to schools apd we would like

to have the school very close by, but we know that that is not going to be
possible, and so we thought that this was a community problem and that any
development that wes plamned should have ground on which a school might be
located. We think that our children can walk as much as in the primsry grades--
as much as six blocks--and a mile in the higher grades. We too want a
shopping center and we want it well planned. We want a church close.
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I think this concludes the summary of our house, but I would like to have
now a summery of people. We would like to tell Mr. Cole that we think that he
is very fortunate in having our architect on his staff. Our group would like
to salute our recording secretary. She stayed with us all day and I am sure
she worked all night. Then I would like to talk sbout our group. We had
youth in our group and we had beauty, as witnessed by one who became a movie
star yesterday, right outside this room. We had wisdom, we had mothers who
have a total of -- our eleven mothers had a total of 30 children. We think
that with the experience that they have had in running their house that you,
Mr. Cole, have benefitted by their experience. We want to express our great
appreciation for being allowed to be here.

i+ #



WOMEN'S CCNGRESS CN HCUSING
TABLE #6

West Virginia, Chio, Indiana, Illinois

I. INTERICR PLANNING

A. BASIC CCMPCNENTS

1.

Kitchen-Family Room

Majority: Kitchen equipment grouped in a U-shape at one end of
large room, instead of spread all around the wall, and a room
divider (counter and upper cabinets, etc.) to be used as a cut-off
from the informal dining and family area. Those who wanted it
could have a pull-over screen or some sort of cut-off to shut
away the kitchen, or no room divider at all would be necessary.
Leave choice to the occupant.

All agreed that kitchen window should be over the sink.

Note: Criginally there was a majority in favor of a separate
kitchen with a small eating area, or small table and chairs at
one end, to serve one or two children lunch; not for family
meals. This was resolved in favor of the flexible kitchen-
family room combination, late Tuesday afternoon, after further
discussion of the entire house plan.

Pantrz

No one wanted a pantry; unnecessary, expensive and useless space.

Laundry-Utility Room

Majority: Separate Laundry-Utility room adjacent to the kitchen.
As an economy measure the laundry could be in the basement or
in a corridor close to bath.

Minority: Would have laundry equipment in kitchen, as a step
saving convenience, rather than in basement.

The laundry-utility room should provide space for:



I. INTERICR PLANNING

3.

A. BASIC CCMPCNENTS

Laundry-Utility Room - continued

(1) Automatic washer

(2) Automatic dryer

(3) Double laundry trays

(4) Free-standing ironing board
(5) Sewing machine

Rear Entrance

Majority: Small rear entrance that could be used as "mud room"
for overshoes, play jackets, etc., milk delivery, and would save
tracking of kitchen floor. Minimum size, 4' x 4,

Minority: Cne delegate preferred a large enclosed back porch

for multiple use, summer eating, "mud room", miscellaneous.

Basement stairs should be close to rear entrance. Could be
under stairs to second floor of two-story house.

Baths

Majority: 1-1/2 baths. Half-bath to be near kitchen and back
entrance for use by children at play and for general family use.
Could serve family room, if necessary, to use as guest room,.
Saves regular full bath for other family use. Size very small,
just for convenient use of fixtures. No powder room necessary
for guests; use regular bath.

Basement

Majority: In favor of basements.

- Reasons: Cheapest space to buy, keeps house warmer, reduces

cost of heating space for heating and cooling equipment and water
heater, clothes dry in wet weather.



I. INTERICR PLANNING

10.

6.

A, BASIC CCMPCNENTS

Basementi - continued

General storage space; laundry facilities keeps mess out of
house; can be used for family room; teenage recreation.
Children's rainy day play, storing canned fruit, etc. Prefer
to store storm sash and screens in garage, overhead; too
heavy to carry from basement. Likewise, bicycles, etc.
stored in garage except during seasons when not in use.

However, the majority, while accepting family room in basement
as an economy measure, prefer it to be upstairs. More livable,
steps are bad for children, and you can work and see children.

It was agreed that basement should have an outside entrance.

Minority: Against basements because damp and humid and
stored articles mold. Also flooding and drainage problems.
Basement not cheerful to work in, generally dingy.

Attic
Majority: Not necessary if basement provided. If basement not
provided, then storage space, reasonably accessible, should be

provided in attic, or elsewhere.

Dining Room

None of the delegates were in favor of dining space at the end of
the Living Room. Cpinion was divided between a separate dining
room (5 votes), dining space in an "ell” of the Living Room (4
votes) and formal dining in a Family Room (3 votes). Preference
apparently was for some openess.

Living Room

Consensus was for a good-sized living room; minimum size 13' x 20'.

Front Entrance

Consensus was for an enclosed foyer or entrance hall, even though

small.



1.

INTERICR PLANNING

A,

BASIC CCMPCNENTS

11.

12.

13.

14.

Guest Coat Closet

Consensus was for a guest coat closet with a definite choice of
2'~3"x 4'-0", Location was not important and would depend upon
the house plan.

Den

Majority were against having separate den. Deemed it un-~
necessary; can be combined with family room.

Minority pointed out den could have multiple uses -~ guest room,
family living room, husband's "thinking" space. The minimum
size, if provided, should be 10" x 15,

Bedrooms

Majority agreed on three bedrooms, one for parents and two
smaller for children, as a minimum.

Bedroom Closets

Consensus was for each person to have a 2'-3" x 5'-0" closet
with floor to ceiling opening to provide access to dead storage
space near ceiling. Two feet deep closets were considered
inadequate.

Majority preferred sliding doors.
Comments by Delegates:

(1)  Five feet each person for clothes as minimum. Adjustable
clothes pole for children's use, as they grow taller. Linens
in bathroom under sink in built-in cabinets.

(2)  Adequate closet -~ lots of shelves for children. Shelves to
be removable. Why: more convenient in children's or
adult's bedrooms. '



I. INTERICR PLANNING

A. BASIC COMPONENTS

14. Bedroom Closets - continued

Comments by Delegates: (continued)

(3)
(4)
(5)
j 6)
‘ (7)

(8)

(9)

(10)
(11)

Depth of closet 30". Sleeves and shoulders of clothing

gets wrinkled. Sliding doors.

Sliding doors. Five feet per person.

Sliding doors. Two separate closets in master bedroom,
five feet per person. Wants large storage area above
hanging space.

Wants sliding doors -- easier to open, saves space in room,
better open v131b111ty in closet.

Two sections in closets for hanging long and short things,
storage space either under or above short hanging space.
Divided closet utilizes space better. Wants sliding doors
because of space in smaller bedrooms.

Sliding doors sacrifices wall space in small rooms. Single
depth closets preferable. Five feet per person is not
enough for off-season clothes storage. Prefers to have off-
season clothes in very large closet in bedroom for con-
venience. Suggested back-to-back closets in partition
between bedrooms -~ saves space.

- Five feet per person, but no sliding doors. Wants place

built in for shoes. Dislikes plastic shoe bags, and shoes

~.:0n floor of closet.

No sliding doors. Wrinkled shoulders, bad handles, doors
get off tracks.

Drawers built in closets. Wants built-in place for ‘machine-~
can keep her sewing out of sight.

15. Bathrooms

Consensus was that typical 5' x 7' bathroom is too small. Bath-
room should be §' x 8! or 7! x 7'. Window over tub is unsatisfactory.

16, Garage and Carport

Majority were for a single-car garage, 12' x 20!, with emphasis on
width not being too cramped.

Strong minority supported a single-car port.
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INTERICR PLANNING

A,

BASIC CCMPCNENTS

16.

17.

18.

- Garage and Carport - continued

Reasons: Carport can have multiple uses, as patio, covered
terrace, extra eating space, etc. Garage too expensive for little
use it gets.

Garage provides more storage space for tools, toys, storm
windows, etc. Can extend garage, by screens only, for summer
porch or patio; can be used at times as club room, playroom,
teenage rumpus, etc. If only 10! feet wide cannot unload car
satisfactorily; impossible to open car doors wide enough to get
child in car seat; doors bang side walls.

Storage Space in Garage

Majority were for a 4' x 12! storage area at back end of garage
with separate door to outside at rear.

Minority would accept not more than two feet at end for storage.
Reasons: Garden furniture should not be placed in garage due to
its bulk; put in basement. Screens and storm sash could be

stored overhead in garage very satisfactorily.

Homemaking Appliances

It was agreed that the order of importance of appliances was as
follows: :

(1) Stove
Refrigerator

(2) Automatic washer

(3) Laundry tray (double)
(4) Kitchen fan

(5) Garbage disposal

(6) Automatic dryer

(7) Attic fan
~(8) Air conditioning



I‘

INTERICOR PLANNING

A‘

BASIC CCMPCNENTS

18. Homemaking Appliances - continued

It was agreed that the builder, in general, should not furnish
appliances, but leave space for the owner, who prefers to choose
own make and model.

However, all agreed that a kitchen vent fan was very necessary
and the builder should supply.

Nine delegates preferred a wall oven and counter top burners;
four delegates preferred free-standing range. All wanted builder
to leave space for.

Majority preferred a free-standing refrigerator. All wanted
builder to leave space for.

All agreed the builder should leave space for an automatic washer,
but that the builder should provide double laundry trays.

Minority were in favor of a garbage disposal unit and agree builder
should supply because of plumbing connections.

All agreed the builder should leave space for an automatic dryer.

An automatic dishwasher was not considered necessary; could be
purchased later, if desired.

An attic fan was not considered necessary; could be installed later.
Space should be left for one and wiring installed.

Air conditioning was considered a luxury; cgnsensus was that they
would rather have natural fresh air.

A deep freezer was preferred by a minority of three delegétes.

Movable Appliances

Majority favored having storage cabinets provided for a vacuum
cleaner, waffle iron and fruit juicer.
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I. INTERICR PLANNING

B. MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES CF BASIC COMPCNENTS

Minimum ~ Desirable
1. Kitchen 9r x 121 gt x 15¢
2. Family Room 12" x 147 12! x 20¢
3. Laundry Utility 8tx 71
4, Rear Entry 3'x 4!
5. Half-Bath at Rear 4" x 4. 5!
6. DBasement Full area ¢f house.
7. Dining Room (separate) 10t x 12t 12' x 12
8. Dining "ell" of Living Room 9.5 x 12! 100 x 12
9. Living Room 13" x 20¢ 15" x 207
10. Front Foyer 5'x B 5'x bt
11. Guest Closet 2.25 x 4! 2.2b x 4!
12. Den-Guest Room 10' x 15
13. Parent's Bedroom 12¥ x 14!
14. Second Bedroom 10 x 11!
15. Third Bedroom 10t x 111
‘ 16. -Bedroom Closets 4@ 2.25 x B
17. Bathroom b' x 8! 7tx 7f
18. Linen Closet 2tx &
19. Basement Stairs 3rx 11t
20. Garage or Carport 12" x 20t
21. Garage Storage 3tx 12!

C.

LCCATION AND RELATION CF BASIC CCMPCNENTS

1,

Kitchen

Nine delegates were in favor of the kitchen at the rear of the house;

three favored it in the front or street side of house; one had no
preference as long as it is in view from the living room.

Reasons: To observe children at play, easy access to outdoor

dining, privacy.

Majority: A south or southeast orientation for the kitchen.



I. INTERICR PLANNING

C. LOCATICN AND RELATICN CF BASIC COMPONENTS

1.

- Kitchen - continued

All agreed it should have easy access to the family room and
dining room. The majority (7 out of 13) want access from the
kitchen-family room to the bedrooms without going through
living room; a strong minority said no. A minority of three
delegates felt the kitchen should have easy access to the base-
ment and the living room.

Majority wanted an outdoor eating area with convenient access
from the family room. Later a screened-in porch could be added
here.

All agreed the kitchen should have close access to garage or
carport for easy carrying of groceries. If too far away, may get
rained on; too far to walk and too inconvenient.

Family Room

Consensus was for a divider between kitchen and family room so
that you have supervision over the children playing.

All agreed location was very important; definitely it should be
away from the bedrooms to prevent noise from disturbing sleep.
It should have easy access to the kitchen, the laundry-utility
and front entrance without going through living-dining room.

Not necessary to have access to the dining and living areas or

‘rooms. They agreed that a door should be provided from the

family room into the yard. Later a screened-in porch could be
added there.

Comments by Delegates:
(1) About the dining area and family room combined -- you could

have meals there without worrying about children spilling as
the floor could be of a material easily cleaned up; you could

get the children to the table easier because they would be there

playing; this could be the formal dining area also.
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I. INTERICR PLANNING
C. LOCATICN AND RELATICN CF BASIC CCMPCNENTS

2. Family Room -~ continued

Comments by Delegates: (continued)

(2)  The only draw-back is that you want the family room for
noisy play and the living room you want quiet. These two
rooms would be very close together with this arrangement.

(8) It would not be that noisy. The TV should be in the family
room.

3. Laundry

Consensus was that laundry room must be on first floor.

The majority want it in a utility room near the kitchen; a small
minority want it near bedrooms, especially in two-story houses.

. Majority, as an economy measure, would accept the laundry in
the basement.

- Comments by Delegates:

(1)  Advantage in having laundry upstairs in two-story house
is that you don't have to carry laundry downstairs; prac~
tically everything that needs washing is already upstairs;
many things do not need ironing and could be put away up-
stairs; this is a good time to do the washing while the

B children are napping.

(2)  Laundry room downstairs in order to keep track of the
children.

- E.  SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

1. Ceiling Heights

Consensus was for standard 8 feet ceilings.
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I. INTERICR PLANNING

E. SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

2. Kitchen

(a)

Upper Cabinets

(1) Maximum height of sheld. | ‘
Majority agreed that the top shelf of less than ceiling
helght upper cabinets should be 6 feet.

Upper cabinets to ceiling were preferred by a vote of
: 8 to b.

(2)  Vote was unanimous for adjustable shelves.

(3) Consensus was for at least 30 linear feet of upper
shelving and all possible space.

(4) Cpen shelving was unanimously rejected. The con-
sensus was that they wanted doors that work. The
majority expressed a liking for sliding doors, as it
eliminates bumping heads on cabinet doors. A
minority thought there was too much wasted motion
in opening and closing sliding doors.

Comments by Delegates:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

@y

(8)
Q)

o {10)

Cverhead cabinets that could be reached and not have to
,climb up and down; corner spaces utilized with lazy-
susans.

Cost-wise, would prefer wood cabinets; varnish or wax
finish rather than painted. For this type home, some kind
of standard cabinet with tray doors or maybe vegetable
bins. In tiny kitchen, silly to waste space and should use
all there is available. Top space could be used for dead
storage for out-of-season things not used daily.

- Prefer wooden cabinets; metal do chip at times and cannot

be repaired as easily. Cabinets right up to the ceiling.
Prefer all the way to the ceiling.

Want them to go to ceiling.

Wouldn't want it to go all the way to the ceiling unless it
was closed in for maximum storage space.
-Don't go all the way to the céiling.

Should be at least 30 linear feet.

Have 30 feet and it is not enough.

You can have too much.
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I. INTERICR PLANNING
E.  SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

2. XKitchen

|

|

|

|

|

} (11) Cur model home has picture windows in the kitchen and
| this cuts down upper cabinet space.

| (12) Cven ranges cut down a few feet too.

| (13) Vote for 38 feet

| (14) Would take all she could get. Do not go all the way to the
| ceiling -~ it is a dirt catcher.

(b) Lower Cabinets and Counter

‘ (1) Height. Broad agreement that adjustable sinks and

‘ cabinets to accommodate tall and short women would
‘ be preferable to the standard 3-feet height. Some

} thought the cost would be prohibitive.
|
|
|
|

Conclugion: Three feet acceptable, if adjustable
. not economically feasible.

(2) Width. Majority agreed that average 2-feet depth
was satisfactory.

(3)  Shelves and drawers. Most preferred adjustable
shelves and accepted FHA minimum of 1/3 space
in drawers as sufficient.

(4) Counter. Most delegates agreed that a plastic
material was desirable on counter tops. Many agreed
they would like a bread board on top of counter, where
pounding and cutting,r which might damage counter tops,
could be done. Pet peeve was metal strips at counter
tops into which food gets lodged. All agreed that they
wanted better workmanship at joints and a curved back-
stop. Most agreed on round corners on cabinets in
working areas and on plenty of toe space.
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1. INTERICR PLANNING

E. SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

2. Kitchen

(b) Lower Cabinets and Counter - continued

(5)

Storage

Broom Closet. It was unanimous that a broom closet

in the kitchen is a must.
Trays. Most delegates agreed that they would like
storage for trays.

- Ranges. Most agreed they wanted new design on ranges

so that they are easier to take care of. They prefer to
own their range and take it with them when they move.

3. Special Rooms

(a)  Interior Bath

Consensus was that an interior bath was acceptable, if pro-

vided with a ventilating skylight. Cne delegate suggested
glass brick between baths as an additional source of light.

(b) Bathroom Fixtures

A shower in lieu of tub when house has only one bath was
found satisfactory.

4. Electrical

Convenience outlets should be above counter height in the kitchen,
but just above base, as ordinarily installed, in other parts of house.

II. EXTERICR APPEARANCE

A.  WINDCWS

Majority were not in favor of glass walls, floor-to-ceiling, but
favored large windows of normal type.
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EXTERICR APPEARANCE

.Ac

B.

C-

D.

WINDCWS - continued

Reason: Window wall upkeep too expensive and glare is bad; too
expensive to storm window.

Minority were in favor of picture windows in the kitchen and in

living areas at rear of house, if there was privacy and a picture

to look out on. Cne delegate preferred a picture window on the
front.

Majority were not in favor of windows with 4 to 5 feet high sills.

Reasons: Safety factor -- can't escape in case of fire.

- Lots of light in children's bedrooms.

Cross ventilation in bedrooms most important. If windows too
high, will not get proper circulation.
High windows in children's rooms too confining.

Cne delegate thought high windows in bedrooms were fine where
houses are close together. They afford better privacy.

TYPE CF WINDCWS

Awning type windows were preferred by 7 delegates; 5 delegates
preferred double-hung. None wanted casement type windows.

NATURAL VENTILATION

It was agreed that two windows with cross ventilation was needed
in each bedroom.

ACCESSCRIES BUILDERS SHCULD PRCVIDE

All agreed builder should provide screens for windows and doors.
Storm sash and doors.

Venetian blinds were rejected 11 to 2. Some delegates thought they

were cold-looking. All who had them said they were too hard to
keep clean.

Cutside shutters, it was agreed, could be added later, if needed to
enhance appearance of house.
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QI. EXTERICR APPEARANCE

E-

F,

G.

TYPE CF HCUSE

Disregard cost -- majority would prefer a one~-story house, but
would take a two-story to save money and get a family room.

Based on economy only -- 11 voted for a two-story house with
baseqlent; 2 voted for a one-story house with basement.

Cnly 5 voted for a two=story house without basement.

It was agreed that split-levels were not so practical in flat areas
of the country, generally represented at Table #6, excepting the
hilly area of West Virginia. Some expressed the opinion that
split levels were too expensive.

APPEARANCE CF HCUSE

Six delegates were for traditional design.

Two additional delegates were for traditional design for a two-
story house; but contemporary for a one-story or ranch-type
house.

Four delegates expressed a strong preference for contemporary.

Cne delegate was moderately in favor of contemporary.

RCCF TYPE

There was a wide range of preference for roof types. None
favored flat or butterfly type roofs.

Cne for high trussed; shed on split level

Cne for medium~high pitched

Six for medium-pitched

Two for low-pitched

Two for shed

Cne no definite preference (overall appearance and cost to
determine)

Conclusion: The majority preferred a gable type roof, generally

of a medium pitch.
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II. EXTERICR APPEARANCE
G. RCCF TYPE (continued)

Reasons: Medium pitched -~ ventilation and cost, drainage, attic
space, appearance,

Low-pitched -- with no attic; this should cut cost.
Shed -~ drainage and appearance.

H. EAVES

The delegates were unanimous for roof overhangs to control sun
in winter and summer.

III. LOT REQUIREMENTS

A. LOT SIZES

1. Min‘imum Lot Size, Width and Depth

Delegates expressed preferences as follows:

Square
Size Feet

Cne delegate == 50-65 x 125 6250-8125
Cne delegate -~ 75 x 120 7800
Cne delegate -~ 75 x 130 9750
Two delegates == 75 x 1560 11,250
Three delegates -~ 80 x 130 10, 400
Three delegates ~- 80 x 150 12,000

Two delegates refrained from voting

Conclusion: The average arrived at was 75' to 80" x 140! -~
10, 500 to 11,200 sq. ft. (about 1/4 acre).

2. Minimum Distance Between Houses Across Side Yards

Most delegates agreed that side windows were essential and that
15 - 16 feet was a minimum distance between houses.
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LOT REQUIREMENTS

A,

LOT SIZES

3.

Between Houses Across Street

Consensus: All, except two delegates who refrained from voting,
agreed they would like city resirictions changed so that houses
can be moved forward on the lot.

Reasons: Front yard is useless and backyard is what is used for
family living. Placing house to front of lot would give more play
and garden area in rear yard.

Comments by Delegates:

. Cne delegate commented that some cities are trying to get people

to plant things in the front yard and beautify it rather than planting
most of the flowers in the back. Many people are doing it.

Another delegate commented that we are living for ourselves and
not for the neighbors or the people driving by in cars.

Note: Cn the basis of minimum house set-back from sidewalk
agreed to by a majority (not over 15 feet), the minimum distance
between houses across street could be 80 feet. This would allow
a 28-foot roadway, providing two traffic lanes and parking on one
side, 22 feet for sidewalks and planting strip on both sides, and
30 feet for minimum set-backs on both sides.

Between Houses Across Rear Yards

There is no record of any specific distance having been expressed
by the delegates.

However, with a minimum lot depth of 140 feet, a 15-foot set~back
at front and allowing 30 feet for depth of house, the remaining
distance would be 190 feet,

Preferred Lot Shape and Area at Same Cost

It was agreed that the preferred lot shape was one with a depth of
1-1/2 times the width.
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QII. LCT REQUIREMENTS

A,

LOT SIZES

6.

Preferred Lot Depth,,} with Same Width

Nine out of 11 delegates voting preferred to have a lot 75! x 175!,
at an increaseof $190 over the base price for a 75! x 150! lot.
None was in favor of a 75' x 125! lot at a reduction of $190, nor of
a 75" x 100" 1ot at $380 less than base price. Some delegates ex-
pressed interest in the lot being wider rather than deeper.

LCT USAGE

1.

Minimum Distance‘From Street Sidewalk to Front of House
(Principal living rooms facing street)

Majority of 7 out of 12 were in favor of a 15 foot set-back; three
favored 10 feet and two favored 25 feet.

Reasons: The delegates favoring the 25-foot set-back did not
want people looking into the house all the time; would give a
closed-in feeling with traffic going by outside your windows.

House Set-Backs

Majority voted in favor of varied set~-backs; with some houses
staggered along the street so that the monotony of uniform houses
would be broken up.

Important Cutdoor Activities

Majority voted for children's play as the most important outdoor
activity.

Second most important was outdoor dining; with flower gardening
third, and vegetable gardening fourth.

Some delegates would combine their flower and vegetable gardens.

Cutdoor Drying Space

Majority of 8 out of 13 indicated that outdoor drying was necessary
even with the use of automatic dryers.
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LOCT REQUIREMENTS

B.

LOT USAGE

5.

Garage and Carport

Majority of 12 voted for an attached garage or carport.

Reasons: Cost is an important factor; normally, when attached to
the house ; 1t is less expensive.

Comments by Delegates:

Cne delegate sald an attached garage usually adds value to a house
in her area, in the event of resale.

Another delegate said she didn't want to look at it that way; she
didn't want to be planning in terms of selling; she wanted to live
there indefinitely.

Advantages:

(1) Attached to a two-story house it makes the house seem wider.

(2)  Makes a good arrangement for a play yard in back of the
garage; use the wall for play equipment.

(3}  Many people convert garage into another room when family
Increases and the garage isused for other purposes, such
as children's groups, etc.

Disadvantages:

(1) Cne delegate said that an attached garage made her feel like
the car was in the living room. Her garage is attached and
when garage door is open, cold air comes into kitchen. Pre=
ferred entrance from the back if attached -- from an alley.
There was considerable disagreement to this because it
makes it more difficult to get car out and toc many trips are
necessary.

(2)  When attached, you will see inside of messy garage if door
is open.

It was pointed out that, if in view of street, it didn't matter whether
it was attached or detached; the doors could be kept shut.
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II. LOT REQUIREMENTS
B. LOT USAGE

6. Off-Street Parking

It was agreed that there should be space for off-street parking for
the family car.

7. Planting

(1)  There was a strong expression that builders should preserve
all existing trees possible.

“(2') The builder should not provide shade trees.

(3)  The builder should not provide foundation planting. Delegates

- . ‘want t0 choose their own. Probably would be less expensive

and would make the block more individual. Individuals would
enjoy planting more if they planted them and could watch them
grow. The builder would put in large items, not young ones.

(4) No distinction was made between sodded and seeded lawns.
It was agreed that the builder should do this. This would save

. money and the builder could do it better.

8. Fences

Fences were, in general, considered a luxury. There was not
much Interest in having covenants to control their erection. Cne
delegate asked whether subdivision regulations wouldn't cover.

Comments by Delegates:

(1) This does not work on subdivision requirements. In an area
known about, you could not build a fence that would keep your
dog in, but you were arrested if your dog was found in another
yard. You could build a post and rail fence, but couldn't build
a fence that would be adequate to keep dogs and children in.
Couldn't build a fence that would give privacy.

(2) A ¢ase where a chain fence was installed, but the people sharing
it, hated them and it involved legal battles.

9. Cutside Steps

It was agreed that outside risers should be 6" and treads 12".
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IlI. LOT REQUIREMENTS

B. LCT USAGE

8.

10.

11.

12.

Cutside Steps - continued

Comments by Delegates:

One delegate said she felt like a drum majorette when climbing
her stairs. Several commented on not making risers too high
for children; others commented on safety factor. One delegate
observed that our feet are getting larger and the steps should
safely accommodate them.

Handrails

Cutside handrails should be required if flight of steps are 3 feet

~or over with risers of 6 inches.

Landing Platform

Landing platform was of little importance to the area represented
by this group, except the hilly parts of West Virginia. It was
agreed that the landing platform should be 4 feet, and required

if flight of steps was b feet or over,

Power Poles and Lines

All agreed thege should be along rear lot line, rather than in
public street.

IV. NEIGHBORHCCD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING s .

A. STREET LAYCUT

1.

Street Patterns

Majority were opposed to straight gridiron streets and in favor of
cul-de-sacs (defined as short street with no through-way and with
a turn-around), or other type dead-end.

Reasons: Cut down on the speed and amount of traffic. For
safety, one cannot drive so fast on curved streets.
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IV. NEIGHBCRHCOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

A, STREET LAYCUT

1.

Street Patterns - continued

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Cul-de-sacs. Wonderful safety factor. No matter how far
out in the suburbs, there is always heavy traffic in rush
hours.

(2)  Some type dead-end for safety of people living near.

(3)  Good for slowing down traffic.

(4)  Against cul-de-sacs. Having to turn around causes con-
gestion.

(8)  Against. Dead-ends encourage children to play in the streets.

Sidewalks
Majority of 9 out of 12 preferred sidewalks on both sides of street.

Reasons: Would not like it if people across street had it and you
didn't.

Children would go across street to play on sidewalks, creating a
hazard.

People on that side of street would have the confusion of all the
children playing on the sidewalk side.

Three delegates were in favor of no sidewalks. Children can play
on driveway or on yard sidewalks at rear of house.

Shade Trees

Majority favored the planting of shade trees along public streets.
Two delegates were not in favor.

Houses Facing Heavily Trafficked Streets

All delegates agreed they would not buy a house along a heavily
trafficked street.
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IV. NEIGHBORHCCD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

A. STREET LAYCUT

4. Houses Facing Heavily Trafficked Streets - continued

All agreed that service streets , or greater set-back of houses,
were required. Eight delegates felt there should be planted strips
to screen traffic.

B. FACILITIES

1. Maximum Distance To;

1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Primary school, Secondary and High-schools

Majority agreed one mile would be maximum radius;
anything less would be fine.

Reasgon: Children's activities at the school are so numerous
o fibe e R e

that it would be preferable to have schools within one mile
radius.

Shogging

For walking to grocery store, prefer no more than 1/2 mile,
nor more than 5 or 10 minute drive.

Place of Employment

Consensus was that they prefer it to be as close as possible,
but would not sacrifice nearness of schools, etc.

Reasons: Because of emergencies when the children were
ill and father must come home. Father could come home for
lunch,

Commercial Recreation

Prefer not too close. Distance to baby-sitter more important
factor.
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1IV. NEIGHBORHCCD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

B.

FACILITIES

2.

"Corner Grocery Store™

Majority agreed that a corner grocery store would be a convenience,
but didn't want to live next door to it. Special site planning and
zoning are necessary to make "Corner Grocery Store" good
neighbors to abutting homes.

Cther CcmmunityFacilitie’s Desirable Within Neighborhood of Hom%

(a)
(b)

(c)

Churches. Unanimous.

Day Nurseries. Do not need them. Private nursery schools

pick up the children.

Club Houses. Most delegates agreed that some recreation

type should be provided for teenagers.

Comments by Delegates:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(%)
(6)

We have one for teenage children. They have dances
there and it gives them something to do on weekends,
they meet their friends, etec.

Why not use the school as a community center? Some
pointed out that in some places the schools will not
allow it, or it is not legal.

The YMCA Branch is used solely for teenagers in my
area. FEach resident buys a membership even though
they don't participate which helps in its support.

In my area which is a small town and which has no
entertainment, they tried a youth center. The schools
tried, the churches have tried, the Chamber of Com~
merce has tried, but they wark out for gbout a year
and finally drop it. No one can figure out the reason why.
Cne delegate thought it was because of non-cooperation
on the part of the parents.

Another delegate thought it was perhaps because there
was insufficient equipment to work with.
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1IV. NEIGHBCRHCCD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

B. FACILITIES

3. Cther Community Facilities Desirable Within Neighborhood of Homes

(continued)

()

(d)

") (e)

®

Club Houses. (continued)

For teenagers, most agreed that something beyond what the
schools provide is needed because the children want it. They
want to get out on their own In an activity; many schools have
S0 many activities that they are taking care of this, but the
vacation time needs to be taken care of.

Community Buildings

Some delegates were in favor. Cne expressed the view that
it makes meetings more business-like than meetings in
individual homes.

- Swimming Pools

Everyone wanted one or more supervised swimming pools in
their community.

Small Playgrounds

'All agreed small playgrounds for young children (4 to 8) in

single home neighborhoods were desirable.

They commented that in some areas builders are being asked
to keep an area clear to be developed for this purpose.

V. CONSIDERATICNS OF ECONCMY

Cne delegate thought it should be pointed out that this group is from the
highest-priced area in the country. Costs would probably be 10% higher
than in some other areas of the country. Everything has been considered
from the cost angle.
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V. CONSIDERATIONS OF ECONOMY

Because of efforts made during the Congress to indicate choices where
savings could be made, it was not possible to obtain wide agreement
when further cutting of areas were discussed to achieve lower costs.

The suggestion was made to reduce the size of the living room to con-
serve some overall square footage in the house. First suggestion was
to cut down on width, making room narrower. It was pointed out that
the dining "ell" would help in flexible furniture arrangement. It was
suggested that the children's bedrooms might be reduced. Several
delegates objected that this would be terrifically small for twin beds.

The discussion then went back to family room in an attempt to find

what space could be cut from other rooms to provide space for the family
room. No definite conclusions were reached but it was suggested that
the master bedroom could be cut a little, Some of this space should go
into the upstairs bath, they suggested. It was agreed the two smaller
bedrooms could not be cut below 10" x 11'. It was proposed that the
stairways should be three feet wide in order to accommedate the moving
of furniture.

For a minimum house, several delegates agreed they could cut out the
dining room or "ell" and cut down on the size of the living room.

One delegate stated that the area she comes from very strongly wants
a large kitchen with cooking and eating facilities, She was fearful that
the report will be issued that the consensus is for a small working
kitchen and this is not what the people in her area want. They want

a large cooking and eating kitchen,

Another delegate explained that as she understood it, that was actually
what this house has -- the kitchen equipment grouped in a corner of a
large area instead of spread all around the wall and the room divider
to be used as a cut-off from eating and family room.

Fireplace: It was agreed that this is a luxury. A strong majority pre-
fer, but would sacrifice it for some other things.
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TABLE #6
SUMMARY

by
HOUSING AND HCME FINANCE AGENCY

On the basis of an analysis of the preceding report, it may be concluded that
the delegates at Table #6 would agree that the Basic Components of a house for a
growing family would be as follows:

e e it ol o

10.
‘ 11,
12,
13.

Kitchen-Family Room

Rear Entrance with access to Basement
Half-Bath near Rear Entrance
Basement with Laundry
Dining "ell" off Living Room
Living Room

Entrance Foyer

Guest Coat Closet

Master Bedroom

Two Children's Bedrooms
Bedroom Closets (4)

Bath (Main)

Linen Closet

Based on lower costs for a two-story house, these components would be
arranged on two floors and a basement.

If additional funds were available, the following changes would be made in the

o;:'der listed:

1.

®

® RO

A laundry-utility room would be added on first floor and the
rear entry enlarged for mud room and storage of galoshes,
play clothes, etc.

A separate Dining Room would be provided in lieu of a Dining
"ell" off L.iving Room and of larger size.

- Room areas would be increased from Minimum to Desirable

sizes.

A Den and Closet would be added.

A single car garage with storage would be provided.

A double car garage with storage would be provided.

A fireplace would be provided in Living or Family Room.
Screened-in porch off Family Room.
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. 9. If equal space could be provided on one floor at equal or less
cost than in a two-story house, then a one-story house would
be preferred.

10. Air conditioning installed.

Unresolved Items

Based on the report, it is assumed that a 75' minimum lot width was based
on a one-story house and that with a two-story house, the width of the lot could be
reduced from 75 feet, as long as a minimum distance of 15 feet was maintained
between houses.
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TABLE # 6

SUMMARY BY DISCUSSION LEADER
Wednesday, April 25, 1956

Mrs. Stanley Anderson:

We want to start by saying that we are very grateful to the Housing and Home
Finance Agency for letting us be a part of this first Women's Congress. We
want to thank everyone who had so much to do with planning it to make it
perfect, and also including so much wonderful entertainment. We have been
14 people trying to represent Indiana, Ohio, West Virginia and Illinois. We
believe that we are in one of the most extreme cost-areas in the United
States. So we haven't any dream house to give you. We have made so many
of our choices, influenced by price; we have such strong individual reactions
and feelings. Many of these, I think, are based on the variance of the area
in which we live. They are also based on how we personally live and, in
Some cases, on the responsibility we feel in going home to our community
and telling them that we priced their houses out of what they could have.
With all this in mind, we want to be sure we get a house that we can build.
We don't want to have to give it up and go home with mother.

We want maximum family living. We want privacy. We want convenience
inside. We want to be convenient outside to schools. We want to be with-
in a half-mile to a mile, depending on what we can do, We want to be near
our shopping center.. We think that, perhaps, necessarily we don't have a
car. If we do, there are lots of days we might not have it, so we have to
carry our groceries home,

We want to be near community living. We want our teenagers where and
when possible taken care of by our community. We would like a swimming
pool, we would like all kinds of things that the community could pay for.

My group and I are a minority group in many cases. We are exceedingly
close to the number of people we have with minority opiniens. With this

in mind, we have not met what we feel is a low enough square footage to
present to you. But individually, we could take our wants and desires we
feel and put our house in 1200 square feet. We would have to'add to this

our carport or garage that we feel we should have in our area, but-theré tre
lots of things we should have that we don't. With this in mind, we go from
there to a traditional house, but with a very strong minority. I think about
6 out of 13 want a contemporary house. Because we know what it costs to
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build; because we feel that we can get more house with a basement (in

our country the footings go down so deep and all), we are going to have

a basement. Utopia is not a basement, but we are going to have it, and

we want an outdoor entrance and we want an indoor entrance. We want

it to accommodate storage, play, dirty clothes, bicycles, baby carriages
not in use, hobby work bench, heating facilities. We are going to have

to put our laundry there, but no one really wants it there. And if we can
Squeeze it in someplace else, some of us will change and put it some other
place.

We are also a departure from what we expected. We are going to
make it a two-story home. We are going to have, if possible, the wiring
and things put in for many things that we can't have, so with that in mind,
we have got to have cubby holes where an eventual attic fan can be, because
we do not want air-conditioning. We do not feel that it is necessary, we
do not feel that we can afford it. If we have it, we can't afford to operate
it.

We are going to have three bedrooms. The master bedroom a little
bit larger so that we have room to move about ourselves. Cur children's
rooms too are going to be minimum. We want regular windows, easy to
handle. We want none of these small windows up here. We feel that they
are not only unattractive outside, they are not very useful. You get
claustrophobia. Your children don't get a chance to see things and do
things if they are ill. We want five feet of clothes~-hanging space per
person. And we are willing to take our closets all the way to the ceiling
for dead storage of blankets, out of season things. There are lots of
things we want in these closets. Some of them we may have to build in,
but we do want five feet per person. Cur bathroom -- all the beautiful
things that have been said about bathrooms we possibly would like --
but we do insist on a foot or two feet more than is required of a minimum
bathroom so that we have room to bathe the baby and so we have room to
do things. Cur builder doesn't have to build much of anything in for us
because we realize that costs more, but we would like the space and we
would like to put towels and things underneath and do all the rice things -
that we could do with it.

I guess that takes care of the upstairs, but we got to get down and we
want our stairway a little wider than the minimum now set up. We feel
that someone might die or we might inherit something, or get a twin chest,
and we couldn't get it upstairs. We would like it just a little bit bigger and
we don't want to spend much money on it.
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We are going downstairs and I quess start with our kitchen. Our
kitchen as a whole (and the reason we have given you a house of 1200
square feet is because we aren't putting some things in the kitchen) We
are taking the space we can get for the right price and letting the in-
dividuals decide what equipment they want. We think houses are
individual. So with our kitchen the majority want a small working kitchen
with no built-in dining nook or place to eat. They would be perfectly
happy to have a small table and a couple of chairs so they can feed the
children while they are watching them. But this kitchen is to look out
into the family room with a four-foot divider. That four-foot divider
could be a little higher or less so that they could use it for a buffet.

They could iron in the kitchen and look over into it. They could dine in
the end of the family room. We are varied on size, Most of us think it
is extremely important -~ we want this kitchen and family room to be at
the rear of our house which is going to be on a 75 x 150 foot lot and 15
feet from our neighbor's house on the side, and we are willing to pay
$192 to get more depth. And we are willing to have, and would be ardent
to get, many cities to change their space so we can move our house to

‘15 feet from the sidewalk. We are going to have sidewalks on both

sides of the street, but we are not going to have them adjacent. We feel
that sidewalks adjacent to the street are hazardous. So we will mow the
grass or clip what goes in between. But we want our house closer so
that we can have all of our living privately in the back.

In the kitchen we are going to have a small entryway -- most of the
mud and stuff goes there. The cabinets and all. I think we want what
women want. We want as much as we can have, but we will settle for
what we can pay for. We are divided on whether we have dead storage
at the top. We do want a chopping block and we do want 2 built-in bread
board. They want rounded corners in their kitchen and they want plenty

- of toe room. They want as much built in as they can afford. In develop-

ing this family room, we have left out many things that are dear to some
people's heart, but I have assured them that they can have them later,

We were about evenly split, to start with; on an "ell" shaped living
room-dining room, but just so you didn't look into your dining area as
you came into your living room. A few people would hold out for a real
dining room -- it could be small. We are going to enter our house with
a small vestibule, We probably, for economy sake, will run the stairway

~up. We don't care whether our guest closet is there or not. We think

it would be handier if we could put it somewhere near the kitchen entrance
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so the children could put their things there. We could carry our guests"
coats back and hang them up. We want that half-bath also near the kitchen
and near the family entrance, and we feel that our guests can use it. We
also feel that in this family room we should have bookcases, Our dream
fireplace we want for sure. We don't want picture windows, but we would
love a pretty window to look out the kitchen, and if we could afford it we
would go out of our family room to outdoors. But outdoor living is not so
big a part of our life that in the beginning we want to spend much money on
it, We want our houses set back. We don't want any gridiron planning,
We want everything done for the maximum safety of our children. We
want our existing trees saved. We are very bitter about what is happening
to them by the builders. We are also very bitter about what they think we
want in the outside appearance of a house. We don't want it, We feel that
we could have a lovely looking house without having every kind of material
and color in the same house. And we don't want Mr. Jones' house next
door to us to be just like ours, but turned around the other way.

HH#



WOMEN'S CONGRESS CN HOUSING
TABLE # 7

Arizona, Arkansas, California (South), Louisiana
New Mexico, Cklahoma, Texas

I. INTERIOR FPLANNING
A, BASIC CONDITICNS

1. KXitchen Plus Diynigg

Consensus was that the kitchen and dining (informal) should be
in same area, but with some separation between the dining area
and kitchen work area. Could be a counter with stools. Space
for dining table and six chairs.

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Ido think there should be some space in the kitchen work
‘ area for feeding children.
(2) I want a rocking chair in my kitchen.
(3) T think there should be a revival of the old family kitchen.
| (4) 1 think one tremendous room--U-shaped kitchen working
’ area preferably--with louvered sections to separate the
dining area from the kitchen work area.
’ | (5) I think it is all right for informal dining, but there should
be a separate dining room. -
(6) I feel there should be a separate dining room. However,
| to keep the expense down, I think it would be better to give
up a formal dining room.
(7) A separate dining room would be too expensive, but I do
think there should be a separate dining area.
(8) I have not used our dining room in the last three years. All
of our entertaining has been in the kitchen. I hate to be
left out of everything. I can enjoy my friends in the kitchen,
and they always offer to help.

Minority:
(1) No, I live in my kitchen enough.




I. INTERICR PLANNING
A, BASIC CCMPONENTS

2. Family Room

Separated from the kitchen by a dwarf partition with dining space
(for formal dining--table and six chairs) in family room. Family
room to be used for:

(a) Play area for babies

(b)  Game Room and "messy" work area for youngsters
(c) Hobbies for young and adults

(d) Adult guest meals

(e) Guest sleeping

Shelves for books, toys, etc. are required in Family Room.
Comments by Delegates:

(1)~ No separate game room. Small children's activities could
‘ be confined to the kitchen.
(2) TV viewing should be in the living area-~-not the eating area.
(3)  Separate activities room for teenagers, with studio couch
for overnight guests.
(4)  No sleeping in the kitchen area.

3. Laundry-Utility Room

Initially, four delegates preferred laundry equipment in the
kitchen; two were for it in a separate space in garage, two
wanted it separate from the kitchen in the utility room; one
preferred it in a hall near bedrooms. '

In efforts to reduce house costs, this location of the laundry was
resolved by providing a service porch in lieu of utility room. The
service porch should be provided with a single laundry tray and
plumbing roughed~in for automatic laundry equipment. The water
heater should be on the service porch. Central heating plant
located in a closet.

However, after further discussion, it was agreed that a Utility Room
was preferred to a basement. Majority agreed that the laundry

‘ should be in the first floor Utility Room. Cne delegate was strongly
in favor of the laundry in hall off bedrooms, to save time and carry-
ing.



1. INTERICR PLANNING
A.  BASIC CCMPCNENTS

3. Laundry-Utility Room - continued

The laundry-utility room should provide space for:

(a) Automatic washer

(b) Automatic dryer or combination washer-dryer

(c) Single laundry tray

{d) Free-standing ironing board

(e) Space heating and cooling equipment

(f) Water heating equipment

(9) Removal and storage of galoshes, rubbers, wet and
dry play and work clothes, ete.

The laundry-utility room should have easy access from kitchen since
many do the laundry while cooking meals. All wanted central heating
located in the utility room, except the delegate from Arizona, who
indicated a cooling system was essential.

It was strongly urged that good service be available for all laundry
equipment.

It was unanimous that the movable type ironing board was ideal, be-
cause too many things had to be considered when ironing, weather,
TV, time of day, ete. ‘

4, Rear Entrance

Majority of the delegates wanted rear entrance through the laundry-
utility room; one through a screened porch because of mosquitoes
12 months of the year; one through carport.

©. Half-Bath at Rear Entrance

All agreed a half-bath in vicinity of kitchen was essential for use
while working, taking care of children and for quests. Size should
be the required minimum.



I. INTERICR PLANNING

A, BASIC CCMPCNENTS

6.

Basem.ents

Majority did not want basement.

Minority strongly urged basements for the Texas tornado belt.
Attics

Majority did not want an attic.

Reasons: Adds to cost of house, too hot, collects too much junk and
creates a fire hazard.

Strong minority favored an attic if the opening is made large enough
to get large objects through.

Dining Room (Separate)

Majority felt that a separate dining room was not essential. Formal
dining could be in the Family Room.

Strong minority wanted a separate dining room. They recognized
that it would increase the cost, but felt that a separate dining area
was necessary. Cne minority delegate would be willing to sacrifice
dining room in the interest of economy. '

Reasons for and against a separate dining room are given under
Item 1. Kitchen.

Living Room (Separate ~ Quiet)

Majority favored a quiet parlor type living room isolated by distance
or sound insulation from the working and activity area of the house.
A fireplace should be provided.

Comment: One delegate stated that since more expensive furniture
will be in this room, there will not be too much of it and space is
not too necessary.



1. INTERICR PLANNING

A. BASIC COMPONENTS

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Front Entrance

Majority preferred a separate enclosed foyer or hall. As an economy
measure some type of screening protecting the living room from the
front door would be acceptable. Front door should not enter directly
into living room.

Guest Coat Closet

Majority preferred guest coat closet three feet long in entrance
foyer. Votes: six yes; three no.

Den
An activities room was preferred to a den, by the majority. How-
ever, it was suggested that a study which could be used as a guest

room was desirable.

Guest Room

Majority agreed that a study-guest room was desirable and should be
included in higher cost houses as a separate room. As an economy
measure; it could be counted as one of three bedrooms.

Bedrooms
Majority favored three bedrooms in addition to a study-guest room.

However, in lower-priced houses the study-guest room could count
as one bedroom. Consensus was that three bedrooms are a minimum.

Bedroom Closets

Consensus was that two closets in each bedroom was desirable. As
an economy measure, two closets, each 2'x5} should be provided in
Parent's Bedroom and one in each other bedroom. Large closets
are desirable and additional closets, 2'x ', should be provided to
the greatest extent possible.



I.

INTERICR PLANNING

A.

BASIC COCMPONENTS

16.

17.

18.

Bathrooms

All agreed that 1-1/2 bathrooms were minimum and 2-1/2 baths
preferred. The majority felt that with 1-1/2 baths, the fixtures
need not be compartmented. A strong minority was in favor of
compartmented fixtures.

Space for a soiled clothes hamper was deemed necessary. Storage
should be provided, where possible over fixtures, but not over the
bathtub. |

Cther Storage

It was agreed that sheets, pillow cases, blankets, bedcovers, etc.
could be stored in upper part of bedroom closets or in a closet
in the hall.

Bath towels, mats, face cloths and extra bathroom supplies should
be stored in closets or cabinets in the main and half-baths.

Medicinal supplies should be in a locked medicine cabinet in main
bath.

Brooms, vacuum cleaner, mops and cleaning supplies should be
stored in broom closet in kitchen or laundry-utility area.

A separate closet should be provided for off-seasonal clothing
storage.

Seasonal items, such as holiday decorations could be stored in upper
part of linen closet.

A separate indoor closet should be provided for sports equipment;
and a closet for fine china, glassware, silver, etec.

Garage and Carport

Majority favored a double carport, 18' x 20!, with storage space
for garden tools, garden furniture, wheel toys, etc.
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INTERICR PLANNING

A,

B.

BASIC CCMPONENTS

19. Homemaking Appliances

No priority of importance was indicated for homemaking appliances.
The consensus was that the builder should provide the following:

(1) Built-in oven and counter burners

(2) Built-in or free-standing refrigerator
(3) Single laundry tray

§4) Kitchen vent fan .

§) Air-conditioning, in some localities

The following items should be available at the option of the pur=-
chaser: -

(6) Garbage disposal
(7) Automatic washer
(8) Attic or other vent fan

The builder should leave space for the following:
(9) Automatic dryer

(10) Dishwasher
(11) Deep Freezer

Movable Appliances

Storage space should be provided, together with sufficient
electrical outlets for use of:

automatic mixer, fruit juicer, toaster, waffle iron,
coffeemaker, electric clock

MINIMUM*AND DESIRABLE SIZES CF COMPCNENTS

Minimum Desirable

1. Kitchen 8'x 18 12t x 20t
2. Family Room 12'x 14 14' x 24!
3. Laundry-Utility Room 4'x 6! 6'x 11
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I. INTERICR PLANNING
B. MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES CF COMPONENTS (contined)
Minimum Desirable
4, Laundry Service Porch 4'x 6! 8t x 12t
5. Heater Room 3tx 4f 41 x 5
6. Half-Bath 3rx 41 4t x Bt
7. Dining Area 8'x 10! 12'x 14"
8. Living Room (Quiet Parlor) 12' x 15 15" x 24!
9. Front Entrance Foyer 4'x 4! 6'x 8
10. Guest Coat Closet 21x 3¢ 2'x 3¢
11. Guest Room - Study 10t x 12¢ 10t x 121
12. Parent's Bedroom 12' x 156! 12t x 15¢
13. Second or Third Bedroom 10t x 12t 10t x 121
14. Guest Study Closet 2'x b 2'x B
15. Parent's Closet 21 x 10t 3rx 16t
16. Second or Third Bedroom Closet 2rx 5 2rx bt
17, Bedroom Hall 3t x 10! 3' x 10¢
18. Bath (Main) 5tx T g x 8
19. TUtility Closet 4'x B 4'x B!
20. Double Carport 18! x 20! 18" x 20!
21. Carport Storage B'x T¢ 3rx 18

C. LOCATICN AND RELATICN CF BASIC COMPCNENTS
1. Kitchen |

All agreed kitchen should look onto rear yard.
Preferred orientation was toward South. It should have access to:

(1) Family Room

(2) Laundry-Utility or Service Porch

(3) Cutdoor Dining through Service Porch or Laundry Utility

(4) Dining Room (if provided)

(6) Living Room, through Hall

(6) Bedrooms and bath, without going through living and
dining area. A T-shaped hall is preferred.



I. INTERICR PLANNING
C. LCCATICN AND RELATICN CF BASIC COCMPCNENTS

2. Family Room

All agreed Family Room should look onto rear yard for privacy.
Preferred orientation would be toward South.

It should have access to:
(1) Kitchen
(2) Front entrance and bedrooms, without going through
living and dining rooms.
(8) It need not have direct access to outdoor eating areas.
Access to outdoor area would be through kitchen and
service porch or laundry-utility room.

3. Laundry-Utility or Laundry Service Porch

All agreed laundry area should look onto back yard and have
access to the kitchen and outdoors.

4, Rear Entrance

It was agreed it should have access to the kitchen and half-bath
through the laundry-utility room.

5. Living Room

All agreed living room should be on street side, because used
principally at night. Northern exposure was preferred.

6. Bedrooms

It was agreed Parent's and Children's Bedrooms would be pre-
ferred away from the street and on rear or at sides. Preferred
exposures would be West, South or Southwest.

D. CONNECTICNS AND DIVISICNS BETWEEN SPACES

1. It was agreed that there should be a low partition or counter
between the kitchen and family room. If bar-type space is used,
it should not be too high. Table height is preferred; normal

. 7 stools are too high and children fall off,
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I. INTERICR PLANNING |

D. COCNNECTICNS AND DIVISICNS BETWEEN SPACES

There should be a partition with door between:
(1) Kitchen and laundry-utility
(2) XKitchen and access hall to bedrooms
(3) Kitchen and dining room (if provided)
(4) Family room and living room

Halls should separate the following:
(1) ' Kitchen from living room
(2) * Family room and bedrooms
(3) Livingroom and bedrooms
(4) Entrance foyer and living room

Door Types

Majority agreed that hinged doors to bedrooms were preferable,
on the basis that sliding doors were too noisy. Minority and
second preference were for sliding doors.

E. SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

1.

Ceiling Heights

Majority voted for typical 8-foot ceilings with 6'-8" doors. A
strong majority was for 9-foot ceilings.

Cther Than Flat Ceilings

Majority favored flat ceilings. However, combined sloping roof-

ceiling and exposed plank and beam ceilings were acceptable in
houses of contemporary design.

Kitchen

(a)  Upper Cabinets

(1) Majority favored cabinets to reach to ceiling, but
only shelving not over six feet high should be counted
as acceptable shelving. Upper space could be used
for occasionally used items. A minority felt strongly
that cabinets should only be as high as can be reached
from floor; it is too dangerous to be climbing up on
stools.
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INTERIOR PLANNING

E.

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

3. Kitchen - continued

(a)

(b)

Upper Cabinets ~ continued

(2) It was unanimously agreed that the top shelf should be
adjustable to have some place to accommodate items
of unusual size.

(3) It was unanimously agreed that FHA minimum of 27
linear feet of upper shelving for four bedroom house
was inadequate. At least 50 feet is required.

(4) It was agreed that minimum shelf width should be 11
inches. Variable width shelving should be provided ,
with not less than four inches for spice shelves.

(5) Open shelving was unanimously rejected on the basis
that it collects too much dust.

(6) Sliding doors on upper cabinets were desired; too many
people have received nasty bumps and cuts from hinged
doors.

Lower Cabinet;s

(1) It was agreed that total length of work counter, ex-
clusive of sink, should be 12 feet.

(2) Sink size should be not less than 18 inches by 30 inches,
double compartment.

(3) ' Height of work counter was set at 32 inches. A strong
minority desired adjustable work counters that could
be raised or lowered to suit tall or short people.

(4) Width of work counters at an average of 24 inches
was found acceptable.

(5) A bread board for cutting and pounding was deemed to
be a "must. "

4, Special Rooms

(1)

Open Kitchen

The majority felt that an interior open kitchen would be satis-
factory, with borrowed light across a family or other room,
but that adequate artificial light would be needed to supplement
natural light. Some felt that an open kitchen was desirable
and even mandatory.
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INTERICR PLANNING

E.

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

4,

5.

Special Rooms

(2)

3)

(4)

The gi'oup had no strong opinion for or against an all-purpose
children's play~bedroom combination.

Interior Bath

It was agreed that an interior bath was acceptable if pro-
vided with a skylight and an exhaust fan controlled by
a separate switch.

Shower Stall

When house has only one bath, a shower stall in lieu of a
tub was considered not acceptable.

Electrical

(1)

(2)

Service

It was unanimous that 60 ampere service is not sufficient
to accommodate the electrical appliances which the average
home is using today.

Ceiling Qutlets

- Majority felt strongly that ceiling outlets are a "must" in all

rooms except the living room.

Minority felt equally strongly that ceiling outlets should be
omitted from bedrooms.

It was urged that in the bathroom, in addition to the light
placed over or at the sides of mirror, a ceiling light with
heater should be installed, in view of the number of very
bad accidents occurring from portable heaters placed in
bathrooms and used for a short period.
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I.. INTERICR PLANNING
E. SIGNIFICANT DETAILS
5. Electrical

(2)  Ceiling Qutlets - continued

It was agreed that lights in closets are a "must", but should
have a switch instead of a pull chain to avoid groping.

{3) Convenience Cutlets

It was agreed that convenience outlets should provide as
follows:

Kitchen -~ 5 double (2 each wall, plus 1 extra)
Family Room -- 8 double (2 each wall)
Laundry-Utiliy -- 2 double

Dining Room -- 8 double (2 each wall)

Living Room -~ 8 double (2 each wall)
Bedrooms -~ 4 double (1 each wall)

Bathroom -~ 1 double

oo

(4) Height of Cutlets

Cutlets should be 12 inches above floor, so drapes will
cover in most instances.

6. Interior Weather Conditioning

; Majority recognized the need for air-conditioning and recom-
| mended that provisions be made for future installation, to

} greategt extent practical. It was recognized that in the hot

| arid areas of the Southwest that air-conditioning should be

| installed initially, wherever economically feasible.

\

7. Sound-Deadening Materials

It was agreed that sound deadening material would be desirable
in the ceiling of the Family Room.
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EXTERICR APPEARANCE
A, FLCCR TC CEILING GLASS

It was unanimous that there should be no floor to ceiling glass
in any rooms.

Reasons: It is too costly, you are exposed in your curlers,
privacy is lost, and it is bad for hot climates.

B. PICTURE WINDOWS

If there is a view and interior privacy assured, are acceptable

in Family Room, Dining Room or Living Room. Cther rooms --
~absolutely no. Hallways, can be made made to look larger

with a picture window.

- C. WINDOW SILLS

It was agreed that sills should be, generally, of standard height
in all rooms except the family room, Where they should be no
higher than 30 inches from floor.

High window sills (4 to b feet above floor) would be acceptable in
Parent's Bedroom where there are close neighbors.

D. WINDCW TYPES

It was unanimous that the type window wanted was one that would
keep dust out when closed, but which could be opened for venti-
lation.

Because of the problem of dust, there was a split opinion on
desirable types.

Actual majority voted for double hung windows, 5 to 4. The vote
on sliding windows was 3 for, and 6 against. The same vote was
cast in regard to open-out casements, Cpen-in casements and
awning type windows were unanimously rejected.

Cne delegate indicated a preference for jalousies, based on
personal experience on her porch.
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EXTERICR APPEARANCE

E.

G.

ACCESSCRIES BUILDERS SHCULD PROVIDE

It was unanimous that the builder should provide window screens
and screen doors; storm sash and doors should not be provided.

Majority were not in favor builder providing venetian blinds;
however, a strong minority were in favor.

Majority felt that exterior shutters should be provided only if the
style of the house made them mandatory.

Doors: Wider exterior doors should be required; 3'-6" at front
and 3'-0" at rear.

Gutters: Gutters or rain water diverters should be required
over all entrances.

TYPE CF HCUSE

Preference was for a one-story house with space provided on
one level for those activities and purposes that basements and
attics normally supply.

Split-level houses, it was felt, should be used only where there
is sloping ground.

Two-story houses were acceptable where local custom requires
them.

APPEARANCE CF HCUSE

The group felt that any type of architecture was acceptable pro-
viding it was done correctly and was appropriate to the area.,
The group stressed that it was typically American to have what
you want and they were for full freedom in allowing others to
express their individual preferences in houses.

They felt that contemporary houses could be designed to fit in
with traditional houses, and that there could be a successful
blending of traditional and contemporary design approaches if
well handled.

However, they were reluctant to express a blanket approval for
contemporary because so much cheap modern was hideous.
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EXTERICR APPEARANCE

H.

L

RCCF TYPE

Medium-pitched roofs were preferred. Low-pitched were accept-
able if appropriate to the area.

While shed roofs were recognized as fitting for contemporary struc-
tures, generally shed and flat roofs were frowned upon.

EAVES

Roofs should overhang at eaves to provide sun-control. Mini-
mum overhang should be 24 inches, but length should be
determined by exposure and location.

LOT REQUIREMENTS

A.

LOT SIZES

1. Preferred lot area is 6000 sq. ft.

2. Width of lot =~ 60 feet.

3. Depth of lot =~ 100 feet

4. Minimum distance between houses across side yard -~ 15 feet,
5. Between houses across street -- 70 feet, with 20 ft. roadway.
6. Between houses at rear -- 70 feet.

7. A rectangular lot was preferred, with depth approximately two

times the width in preference to 1-1/2 times width. However,

a ple- or wedge-shaped lot was felt to be the most interesting
to work with.

LCT USAGE

1.

Minimum distance from street to sidewalk -~
if principal rooms face street ~~ 25 feet
principal rooms not facing street -- 20 feet

House set-backs from street should be equal.

Most important outdoor activity was deemed to be children's
play space.
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L.  LCT REQUIREMENTS

B.

LCT USAGE

Combined outdoor living for adults and children was deemed second
in importance. Cutdoor living was deemed to vary in accordance
with the number of children.

Cutdoor drying space was deemed necessary even though an auto~
matic dryer was used.

Carport and Garage

Carports or Garages were preferred attached to the house.
Parking space off street should be provided for the family car.

Plan anting

It was very strongly felt that builders should preserve existing
trees. All members wished to be placed on record that they felt
builders should not be thinking of their own convenience when
getting ready to build and remove all trees on lots. It takes too
long to grow and enjoy a fine tree,.

The builder should either seed or sod the front lawn, depending
upon which is suitable to the climate.

The builder should provide some foundation planting.

If there are no trees on the lot, the owner should make own
determination as to type and number of trees to be planted.

Covenants on Fences

It was strongly felt there should be no fences -~ front or rear.
Fences do not invite neighborliness. If rear fences are provided,
they should be provided by owner.

Cutside steps.

Risers should be 6" and treads 12",
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II. LOT REQUIREMENTS

B. LCT USAGE

10. Cutside Ha.ndrail

11.

12,

A railing should be required if flight of steps is 3 feet or more.

Landing Platform

A platform should be required if any steps are used.

Public Poles and Cverhead Lines

Majority would like underground lines. If this is impossible, then
they should be along rear lot line.

Minority were strongly in favor of public utility lines in public
streets.

8. NEIGHBCRHCCD AND CCMMUNITY PLANNING

A, STREET LAYCUT

1.

Street Patterns

Curved streets were definitely preferred because it slows down
traffic in the neighborhood. New developments should be planned
with curved streets with an occasional cul-de-sac.

Sidewalks
Sidewalks are necegsary on both sides of the street.

Reasons: Children will cross street to play on side with sidewalks.
This creates a hazard. If they do not cross, they will be playing
on lawn areas on the side without walks. People do not like
children playing on their lawns.

Straight-edged curbs are necessary. Rolled curbs are considered
very bad, due to tendency of automobiles to run up over them.
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1IV. NEIGHBCRHCCD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

A, STREET LAYCUT

3.

Shade Trees

All delegates were in favor of shade trees as a necessity along
public streets.

Housing on Heavily Trafficked Streets
) L3

Housing on heavily trafficked streets preferably should be pro-
vided with access or service roads parallel to main street.

- Ctherwise there should be agreater than normal set-back

from the street.

There should be no planting to obstruct the view, except shade
trees.

B. FACILITIES

1,

Maximum distance to:

Miles
(1) Primary School 1
(2) Secondary School 1
(3) - High School 1to2

It was felt that High Schools should be smaller and closer
together.

Reason: Larger High Schools tend to cause the loss of
more potential leaders.

(4)  Shopping Centers

There was some conflict over the location of shopping
centers, resulting from a desire for convenience and at
the same time, concern that commercial property tends
to ruin residential property.

Majority of delegates voted for shopping at a maximum of
3 miles; 4 voted for a maximum distance of 2 to 3 miles.
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IV. NEIGHBCRHCCD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

B. FACILITIES

1. Maximum distance to: (continued)

()

Place of Employment

The group felt that the ideal would be for it to take not over
30 minutes to reach. The group felt, however, that they
could have very little control over the location of employment.

(6)  Churches
This was a subject of some controversy, due to conflicting
interests. There was a strong feeling that the smaller
church was the ideal because it inspired better community
living. However, too many churches in a community was
not desired.
3 would accept church at 5 mile maximum
. 2 would prefer 3-mile maximum
2 wanted church within walking distance
(7) - Commercial Recreation
Bowling and similar commercial recreation was not con-
sidered necessary in the comrunity.
2. "Corner Grocery" was considered not to be an asset to a resi-

dential neighborhood.

3. There was no need for "something-in-between" a corner grocery
and the large shopping center.

4. Cther Community Facilities Desirable

(1)

There was a strong feeling that school buildings which are
closed three months of the year and every night could very
well be utilized for recreational purposes.
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IV, NEIGHBCRHCCD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

B. FACILITIES

4,

Cther Community Facilities Desirable - continued

(2) Day Nurseries

It was pointed out that in many communities in the area
represented by the delegates that the churches were doing
the job on a non-sectarian basis. This was deemed to
meet the need.

(3)  Club houses and community buildings were not deemed
necessary.

Small Playgrounds for Young Children (48 years)

Small playgrounds for young children (4-8 years) were considered
necessary. But public supervision could not be furnished on a
block basis; mothers would have to take turns at supervision.

Four delegates felt that the play areas could be located at a maxi-
mum distance of six blocks.

Three delegates felt that in larger developments one large play
area would suffice.

Or}e delegate felt that each block should have its own play areas.

C. CONSIDERATICNS OF ECONCMY

At the start of the Congress, it was agreed that consideration
would be given to a house to cost approximately $11,000, ex-
clusive of improved lot.

Working toward this target the following was developed by the
group as an acceptable minimum house:
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IV. NEIGHBCRHCCD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

C. CONSIDERATICNS CF ECONCMY

Minimum Square
Size Feet
1. Kitchen 8' x 18t 144
2. Laundry Service Porch 4'x o 24
3. Heater Room 4t x B! 20
4. Half-Bath at Rear 3'x 4! 12
5. Family (All~Purpose) Room 12" x 14" 168
6. Parlor Type Living Room 12t x 18! 180
7. ~ Front Entrance Foyer -4t x4t 16
8. Guest Coat Closet 3tx 3 6 -
9. Guest Room = Study 10*x 12! 120
10. Parent's Bedroom 12t x 15¢ 180
11. Children's Bedroom 10t x 127 120
12. DParent's Closets 2" x 10*, 20
13. Bedroom Closet 2t x Bt 10
14, Guest Room - Study Closet 2tx Bt - 10
. 15, TUtility Closet 3tx 4! 12
16. Bathroom 5x Tt 35
17. Hall 3t x 10* 30
1107
Allow 10% for walls and partitions 110
1217
At $10. 00 per sq. ft. the house cost would be: $ 12,170
Adding a carport with storage space 1,100
13, 270
Lot and closing costs 2,000
$ 15,270

If additional funds were available the sizes of the

above listed rooms should be increased to the desirable
sizes previously shown. This would result in an in-
crease of the overall area of the house to 1908 sq. ft.
At the same cost per square foot, the estimated cost

of the larger house would be: $ 19,080
Adding a carport with storage space 1,200
. Lot and Closing Costs 3,000

Estimated Total Cost $ 23,280
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TABLE #7
SUMMARY
by
HCUSING AND HCME FINANCE AGENCY
It may be assumed on the basis of an analysis of the above réport that if addi-
tional funds were available, the following components would be successively added

to the basic house above:

1. An additional Bedroom, providing three bedrooms and 2
separate Guest Room-Study.

2. A separate Laundry-Utility Room in lieu of laundry on the
Service Porch.

3. A separate Dining Room.
Initial economies that could be made would be:
1. Cmission of Carport.

2. Cmission of Living Room Fireplace.



wow.m's comBEss ON HOUSING
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Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, and Kansas

I. INTERIOR PLANNING

A. BASIC COMPONENTS

15

Kitchen plus Dining Area

Majority agreed that the kitchen working area and an informal

- dining space should be combined. It was emphasized that the

kitchen work area must be planned to correspond with a 'smooth
sequence of operation., Some preference was expressed for &
U-shaped kitchen. ’

Six delegates voted for teble and chairs for dining; one for
a bar and stools. Five voted for space for table and six
chairs; two for table and four chairs.

Family Room

All agreed that a Family Room was necessary. It should be
separate from the Kitchen-Dining Area. One delegate expressed
preference for a combination kitchen and femily room.

All agreed that some provision, by furnishings and by some
adjusta‘ble separation, is necessary to permit use of Family
Room for guest sleeping on infrequent occasions. ,

I.aundryuﬂtility Room

Majority originally expressed preference for s separate
laundry room. Two delegates voted for laundry in the kitchen.
That it would double as a service entrance and for limited
storage was indicated. Rough work (shop - messy hobbies) were
emphatically barred from this room becuase they are incom-
patible with the finishing of laundry,

In the interests of economy, it was later agreed that the
laundry equipment could be located in the kitchen. The space
provided for the laundry room would be utilized as a warm
"rough room" for the husband's shop and house maintenance
work.



I. INTERIOR PLANNING

A, BASIC COMPONENTS

3.

Laundry-Utility Room - continued
Comments by Delegates:

(1) ZLaundry room separate from kitchen -- do not want soiled
clothes in kitchen,

(2) Laundry room separate from kitchen. Prefer a U-shaped
kitchen. . '

(3) Do not want a utility room. Prefer to have laundry equip-

ment in kitchen.

Rear Entrance

All delegates agreed that the rear entrance should be through
the laundry-utility room and not directly into kitchen.

Half-Bath et Kitchen Entry

Initially, & half-bath at rear entrance was considered unnecessary,
because of added cost where plumbing is divided. It was agreed
that the half-bath should be located adjacent to the main bath
near bedrooms in order to save money.

Later, it was agreed that a half-bath was _pref‘era'ble at the
‘service portion of the house instead of adjacent to the full
bath. Easy access, it was agreed, outweighed the added cost.

Basement

In the initial discussions the "basement versus noun-basement
house" was considered. Non-basement was given preference by

a very slim majority; it may be said the delegates were equally
divided. The recorded votes were four no and three yes.

. The subject was discussed again 6n the morning of the second

day, with the same results as the first discussion.
Reasons given by Delegates:

(1) No basement Because do not like steps. Unwilling to for-
Teit all-on-one-floor living for basement. Utility roem
is adequate for husband's workshop and hobby room. Do
not think a basement would be used encugh to Justify its
cost. Unwilling to put money in the ground. '
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A, BASIC COMPONENTS

6. Basement - continued

e
Reasons glven by Delegates: (@ontinued)

(2) Unwilling to forfeit ome floor living for basement. Town
has outgrown water and sewage systems, and as a result
flash floods cause water to back up in basements. Many
people have finished their basements beautifully, only to
have them destroyed by the flash floods. Would do without
utility room and put laundry in kitchen rather than bave a
basement. Also, with advancing age, the use of steps be-
comes & problem.

(3) Do not want basement. Think it is unnecessary when husband
can use utility room for workshop snd hobbies. "To have
family"room in basement is worse than living in a two-story
house.

(k) Basement in present home, but would not have one if she
bought or bullt another house. Presently, recreation room
is in the basement but think it would be better on the first

| floor.

‘ . (5) Basement for storage asnd to prevent hea‘bing of garage for

| husband's workshop and hobby room. Basement would also

| eliminate necessity of over-size garage with provisicn of

| storage space. Would only forfeit basement if could have

| the same amount of room upstairs, but fear that would be

| too costly. Also feel that elimination of bagsement would

| preclude the possibility of a guiet living room.

| (6) Very strong in favor of basement, and while would want & Ffamily
room, would give it up im favor of basement, which thiunk
essential for storasge and laundry. Believe many more men
would use basement than would not. Basement also provides
play room for teenagers.

(7) Want basement, and willing to forfeit fa.mily room, utility
room and even some space in the bedrooms. Would prefer
laundry equipment in basement. The provision of a basement
would elinminate the necessity of over-size garage with pro-
vision of storage space. In my section of the country floors
are too cold when there is no basement, unless one has very
expensive radiant heating.

7 ° Attic T

Initially, there was unanimous sgreement that an attic was
essential if there is no basement; but would be wanted if there
. was a basement. Since the majority had voted for no basement,
it was voted by a numerically weak majority, that an attic, with
disappearing stairs, should be provided for limited storage.




I. INTERICOR PLANNING

A, BASIC COMPONENTS

7.

10.

11.

Attic - continued

After further consideration and discussion, on the second day,
1t was agreed that attic storage with disappearing stairs was
declared objectionable because it was too troublesome and un-
handy.

Dining Room (Separate)

Ixiitié,lly, seven delegates voted a separate dining room as
desirable; one delegate voted against one.

Later, based on considerations of approximste cost, and for
that reason only, an "L" shaped living-dining combination
was agreed to in an effort to keep costs down.

Living Room - Parlor Quiet Type

It was unanimously determined that a family room for nolsy,
strenuous activities was highly desirable and that a quiet
atwmosphere was a necessity in the living room. There should
be no IV or children's play in the living room.

A fireplace is a desirable luxury.

Front Entrance

The delegates were unanimous for shielding the living from the
front entrance by some kind of screen. It was agreed that it
was not necessary to have a walled separation,

Guest Coat Closet

The delegates were unanimous that a guest coat closet, 2° x 6°,
located near the front door was desirsble.

As an economy measure, they would be willing to omit it.

Guest Room

It was agreed; unanimously, that the Family Room could be used

for guest sleeping as necessary on infrequent occasions,



I.

INTERIOR PLANNING

A,

BASIC COMPONENTS

13.

1k,

15.

16,

Bedrooms

There was unanimous agreement that three bedrooms are of great
importence; even of greater importance than the Family Room.

It was decided that bedrooms should not be small because they
serve as children's retreats and an area for-quiet study. It
was determined that wall space should be such that two beds
could be placed for ressons of flexibility, if budget permitied.

Bedroom Closets

Initially, majority agreed that a double wardrcbe, 2'x12', in
Parent's Bedroom and two closets, 2'x6', in other bedrooms
were desirable. One delegate felt that two closets in Parent's
Room and one in other bedrooms were adequate.

After later discussion, it was agreed that at léast 12 sq. ft.
of closet space per bedroom was accepteble as minimum and de-
sirable. "Number of closets" was not used because it did not
adequately represent actual amount of storage.

Bathro}dms -

It was unanimous that 1} baths were desirsble and initially,
it was unanimous, in order to save money, that both could be
in bedroom area.

After later considerations, it was agreed that easy access
outweighed added cost and the half-bath should be located nesr
kitchen and rear entry. '

Departure from basic bath types were thought UNNecessary.
Consensus was that window should not be over tub.

Comments by Delegates:

Three out of seven commented that they wanted two lavatories ;
three delegates did not care for two sinks,

Other Storage

Consensus was. that there should be a linen closet in or nesr
bathroom, '

One delegate expressed preference for cabinet space in bath-
room for towels rather than a linen closet.
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17. Garage and Carport

Initially, a majority indicated preference for a double garage with

storage space, for reasons of flexibility -- i.e., could be used
Two dele-

for storage of outdoor equipment or a second car later.
gates voted for an oversize garage with storage space.

Storage of outdoor equipment in garage was stressed; little men-

tion was made of carports for this reason.

Later, it was agreed, for reasons of economy, that a one-car
garage with small emount of extra space for storage would be

acceptable,

18. Homemaking Appliances

There is no record of the order of importance of homemsking

appliances, other than laundry equipment. This was reported as

follows:
. (l)~ Automatic washer

(2)- Automatic aryer

(3) Built-in ironing board

(k] Sewing machine

(5) Cupboard space or shelves

(6) sSoiled clothes hamper

(7) Broom closet ‘

(8) 1Iromer, desirsble but not necessary

(9) Laundry tray desirsble but not necessary.

B, MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES OF BASIC COMPONENTS
Minimum

1. Kitchen 8 x 12
2. Family Room 12* x 18°
3. ILaundry-Utility
y, Half-Bath at Rear 2.5'xh4 .57
5. Dining Room 10 x 12°
6. Dining "L" of Living Room
7. Living Room (Parlor) 12'x15,5°
8. Guest Coat Closet 2' x 3¢
9. Parent's Bedroom - 12 x 1k
10, Second Bedroom 10t x 12¢

Desirable
8" x 1h*
12t x 20°
8" x 10
5t x 6!
10t x 12°
10 x 12°
15t x 20°
2'x 6
120 x 1k
12 x 1k
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B. MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES OF BASIC COMPONENTS - continued

Minimum Desirgble
11. Third Bedroom 10t x 12° 12t x 1k
12. Bedroom Closets
13. Bathroom (Main) 5.5'x 8¢ 5.5'x 8°
14. Linen Closet 2% x 3¢
15. Garage - 12t x 22¢ 20 x 2kt

C. LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS
1. Kitchen

Majority preferred kitchen locking onto rear yard, because of
ease of observing children at play. A

Minority of two delegates preferred the street side for kitchen,
The kitchen should be directly accessible to the following:

. (1) Family Room -- for easy observation of children
Laundry-Utility -~ because this serves as entry

Dining Room or "ell" of Living Room

Bedrooms and bath without going through Dinmgv-

Living Area

Outdoor Eating Area -~ for ease in serving

2
3
h
5
6) Garage (may be through utility room)

'
L Yo Y PTG S T
e S L g

2. Familx Room

The group indicated that the Family Room should be isolated from
the Parlor-Living Room. The way in which it faces is not important.

It should have access to the following:

(1) Kitchen

(2) Bedrooms and bath without going through Dining and
Living Area '

(3) Outdoor eating space -- for entertaining

() It was also deemed desirsble to have access to front
door without going through Living-Dining Area.

3. Laundry-Utility Room

The group agreed that location was not significant. It should
. have access to:
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I. INTERIOR PLANNING

c.

LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

3. Laundry-Utility Room - continued

(1) Kitchen -~ the Laundry-Utility serves as clean-up

space before entering rest of house in bad weather

(2) Outdoor -- some drying is done even with automatic
" eguipment

L. Living Room and Bedrooms

The group considered the location of Living Room and Bedrooms
unimportant. The orientation of bedrooms was cansidered unim-
portant because of trend to air conditioning.

CONNECTIONS AND DIVISIONS BETWEEN SPACES
1. Kitchen

Planning for smooth sequence of operation was emphasized as of
Prime importance., The division between the Kitchen-Family Room
should be by counter or low partition with flexible (folding)
closure.

Reason: The children could be easily supervzsed but kept out
of work area.

All other divisions between kitchen and other spaces should ‘be
by partition and doors.

Shgge of Kitchen: All delegates except one preferred or wanted
a U-shaped kitchen. One delegate did not care sbout shape but
wents the working units out of path of traffic. -

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Wants U-shape, because she does not want to have to do a
lot of walking and wants privacy. Believes 5' minimum and
desirable width. It gives more efficient work space.

(2) Wants U-shape s because it provides more counter and cup-
board space and precludes much walking.

(3) Wants U-shape, because it mskes for greater efficiency in
work space.

(%) Wants U-shape, because of its efficiency feature and elimi-
nation of traffic from work area. Thinks 5° adequate.

(5) Prefers U-shape, because it eliminates waste space and makes
for privacy and efficiency. Believes 6' would be ideal, and
bt minimum, ‘ '

(6) Prefers U-shape. Makes for pleasant s Drivate, and efficient
kitchen.

(7) Wants working units out of path of traffic. Does not cars
gbout shape. Thinks 5' minimum.

Dimension indicates distance between work counter tops.
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D.  CONNECTIONS AND DIVISIONS BETWEEN SPACES

2.

Doors

No preference for type of doors -- depends upon location, size
and use, whether hinged, sliding, folding or other are used.

E. SIGNIFICANT DETATIS

l.

Ceiling Heights

Consensus was for 8 feet ceilings; they are common to the area
represented by the group and are deemed satisfactory.

Other Type Ceilings

Consensus was for flat ceilings in preference to exposed beam
and board -or plank ceilings and sloping combined roof-ceiling.
Just a matter of taste.

Kitchen

(a) Upper Cabinets

(1) Meximum height of top shelf, the group decided should
be no higher than 6'-6", One delegate felt that cabi-
nets should run to the ceiling so as to get every
possible bit of storage space even though inconvenient.
Periodiecally used items could be stored there.

(2) Consensus was that shelves should be adjustsble.

(3) The group did not reach any conclusion on the linear
Teet of upper shelving needed.,

(4) Minimum width of shelving should be approximately
12 inches wide,

Time did net permit the disrcussion of lower cabinets and
counters, relative to sizes for length, height, width, etec.

Electrical

(a) Ceiling Outlets

(1) Unanimous for ceiling outlets in:
Kitchen, Family Room, Laundry-Utility Room,
Dining Room and Bathrooms.

(2) Unanimous for no ceiling outlets in:
Living Room, Bedrooms and Closets.
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INTERIOR PLANNING

E. SIGNIFICANT DETAILIS

4, Electrical - continued

()

(e)

Convenience Outlets in Kitchen

Unanimous for two duplex outlets at teble, one duplex
outlet at each counter, stove, refrigerator and one

.extra duplex. Six duplex outlets total.

Interior Weather Conditioning

Unanimous for provision to be made for future installation.
Presently deemed to be a desirable luxury.

II. EXTERIOR APPEARANCE OF HOUSE

A. TFLOOR TO CEILING GLASS

»

The delegates were unanimous in not wanting floor to ceiling
glass,

Reasons given by Delegates:

‘ W

(2)
(3)
(%)

(5)
(6)
(7)

Does not want this type. Would have to be in very pro-
tected area to keep everyone from locking in.

Does not want this type. Thinks there would be sufficient
light from other windows and doors to outside.

Does not like looks of this type, and it presents a
definite decorating problem. ,

Does not like sitting in a gold fish bowl. This type of
window prevents privacy, and is too expensive from point
of view of draperies,

Does not want one. Thinks it is just a fad. Also presents
drapery problem.

Does not want it. Thinks it unattractive, expensive, and
hard to keep clean. v

Does not like it. Thinks it absolutely useless.,

B, PICTURE WINDOWS

Unanimously agreed that there shoﬁid be picture windows in
practically every room where a good deal of living is done,
provided they can be worked in.

Reason: They are attractive and give a feeling of spaciousness.
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II. EXTERIOR APPEARANCE CF HOUSE

C.

D.

F,

G.

WINDOW SILLS & TO 5 FEET HIGH

So~called shoulder high windows were preferred in bedrooms
by five out of seven delegates.

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Prefer them for privacy and as a prevention against
bresking in and kidnapping.

(2) Favor them for the privacy they afford.

(3) Prefer them for privacy, protection and ease of furniture
arrangement. Also solve decorating problems.

(4) Prefer them for privacy, protection, and ease of furni-
‘ture arrangement.

(5) Prefer them for privacy and ease of furniture arrangement.

(6) Do not care for small windows, but agree they are private
and more convenlent.

(7) Think every room should have one good, big window, down low.

TYPE OF WINDOWS

Four delegates preferred sliding windows, where fixed glass
was not used; three delegates preferred open-out casements,

Reasons: Ease of cleaning; those who prefer sliding type like
them because they could be removed from inside the house and
washed.

ACCESSORIES BUILDERS SHOULD PROVIDE

It was unanimous that builders should provide screen and storm
windows and doors and should not furnish venetian blinds nor
exterior shutters.

TYPE OF HOUSE
The delegates were unanimously in favor of a one-story house
without attic. They were about evenly split on the desira-
bility of a basement. '
APPEARANCE OF HOUSE

Two delegates expressed their liking as a happy medium between
traditional and contemporary. They do not like ultra-modern.

Two delegates expressed their preference as contemporary with
modifications of traditional.
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III.

EXTERIOR APPEARANCE OF HOUSE

G. APPEARANCE OF HOUSE (continued)

One delegate prefers conservative Conbtemporary.

One delegate leans towsrd traditional, but would take modern
if necessary

One delegate likes the cottage type; dislikes modern.

The delegates unsnimously voted for individuality in housing
types and against wniformity.

H, ROOF TYPE

The delegates were unanimous in preferring & low-pitched roof.
No expression was given of need for roof overhangs.

LOT REQUIREMENTS

A, LOT SIZES

1.

It was unanimously agreed that, in order to provide sufficient
space between houses, insure that the house be at least 4O' back
from the curb, provide enough space in the backyard to accommo-
date playground, patio, barbecue and allow for adequate air
circulation and ventilation; the desirable lot size should be
75 x 150°.

The sbove lot size, it is to be noted,is desirable.
No information was given on minimum lot sizes, widths and depths.

It is not possible to assume what minimm lot width might be

acceptable since no distances between houses dcross side yards

was indicated.

Minimum Distance Across Side Yards

However, the type house discussed certainly would leave a
minimum length of 45 feet without a garage. If set length-
wise on lot and a double garage was added at 20 feet, there
would remain 10 feet to distribute between two side yards.
If similar houses were used on the same sized lots, then
the distance between houses, garages or houses and garages,
would be 10 feet.
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‘I!I. 10T REQUIREMENTS

A.

10T SIZES

2.  Distance Across Street

With the indicated set-back from curb of 40 feet and a
28 foot roadway, the distance between houses across street
would be lOS?feet.

3. Digtance Across Rear Yards

The group indicated that the minimum set-back of house from
street curb should be 4O feet. With 2 normal residential
street of 50 feet width, with & 28 foot roadway, there would
remain, usually, a 12 foot area, on each side from curb to
lot line for sidewalk, planting strip and curb. The house
consequently would sit back 28 feet from sidewalk. With a
house width of 26 feet there would remain & rear yard of
about 120 feet. The distance between houses at rear would
be 240 feet.

L.  Preferred Lot Shape and Ares at Same Cost

Since the group found a 75 x 150 foot lot desirable, it may
be concluded that it would prefer a lot depth of two times
the width rather than one of 13 times the width.

IOT USAGE

1. Distance From Street Sidewalk to Front of House

With an expressed preference for 40O feet set-back from
curb, the distance from sidewealk would be about 28 feet.

2. There was no preference indicated for all houses to have equal
or varied set-backs.

3. Outdoor Activities

It was unanimously agreed that outdoor activities, in
order of importance, were as follows:

(2) Children's playground
(b) Outdoor dining
éc) Vegetable and flower garden

d) Outdoor drying space
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"I!I. 10T REQUIREMENTS

B. 1OT USAGE

L,

8.

Outdoor Drying Space

It was determined to be necessary, for airing blankets,
woolens and draperies, and for drying of things for which
an electric dryer cannot be used.

Garages and Carports

It was uwnanimous that the garage should be attached to the
house.

Parking for Family Car Off Street

Consensus was that space should be provided on lot and
off-street parking of family car.

Planting Builders Should Provide

(&) It was strongly recommended that builders should preserve
existing trees. .

(b} It was unanimously agreed that tbe builder should provide
shade trees if none exist.

(c) Consensus was that foundation plenting should not be pro-
vided by the builder, since each owner would rather choose
his own. '

(d) It was agreed that the front lawn should be sodded rather
than seeded.

Control by Covenant of Lot Fences

Six delegates favored a covenant that would not permit
fences in the front yard, on the basis that otherwise
some unsightly ones might be erected.

One delegate opposed control by covenant, because she
did not believe there was a possibility of an unsuitable
one being put up.

All were in agreement that home owners should have the
privilege of fencing their back yards.
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9. Outside Steps

It was unanimous that risers should be 6" and treads 12",
because of ease of access and safety provided for children.

10. Hendrails

It was unanimous that handrails should be provided if there
are a&s many as three steps.

1. Power Poles and Wires

Preference was for underground wires, on the basis of
appearance.

Second choice was at rear lot line. They should never
be in the public streets. .

IV. NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING
‘l’ A. STREET ILAYOUT

1. Preferred Street Patterns

There was agreement that streets should be curved.

Comments by Delegates:

(1) Minimizes similarity in houses.

(2) Gives an individual touch to houses.

(3) More attractive.

(%) Much prettier and enhances value of property.

(5) Backyard would be more attractive with odd shape.

2. Bidewalks
Majority were in favor of sidewalks on both sides of street,

One delegate felt sidewalks were unnecessary if a paved
alley was turned over to youngsters.
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Qv. NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

A. STREET IAYOUT

2.

30

b,

Sidewalks - continued

Comments by Delegates:

2

(3)
(%)

(5)
(6)

Sidewalk on both sides of street, for safety of children.
All communities are coming to sidewalks sooner or later.
They are very necessary.

Thinks they are very necessary, as a safety factor.

Do not want to shovel snow from sidewalks, but think they
are necessary.

Do not think sidewalks necessary if paved alley is turned
over to youngsters.

Alley unsafe for children because of traffic through it.
Want sidewalks.

Shade Trees in delic Streets

Unanimously agreed they should be planted.

Reasons given by Delegates:

Four delegates felt they enhance property values and
beautify community.

One delegate felt they should be put in by the builder
who can do it cheaper than the property owner and add
the cost to the house price.

One delegate thought it added value to the property.

One delegate thought it added beauty to the street.

Housing Facing Heavily Trafficked Streets

It was agreed that' if access or service roads parallel
to main streets are provided, that such location would be
acceptable.

B. FACILITIES

1.

Maximum Distance To:

S

Miles Minutes
Primary schools 1/2
Secondary schools 1/2
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B. FACILITIES

1. Maximum Distance to: (continued)

Mles  Minutes
¢) High schools 1
d) Shopping 3 35

e) Place of Employment
(f) Churches -- it was unanimous that people would go to church
regardless of distance

2. "Corner Grocery Store"

Consensus was that it was an asset, with definite restric-
tions, by way of site planning and zoning.

Comments by Delegates:

Two delegates stated that it was an asset for emergency
supplies.

Two delegates want it available, but not too near their

‘l' own home.

One delegate stated that she wanted one available.

One delegate would not want it next door, but it would
not be worth much if more than four blocks distance.

One delegate stated she goes to supermarket, and the
grocery store is only 13 blocks away from her home.
Could do without it.

3. "Something-in-Between" Cornmer Grocery end Large Shopping Center

Three delegates felt there was no need for anything in
between if the shopping center was within 3 miles.

Two delegates would like & small shopping center,
strategically placed.
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Qv. NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PIANNING

’B'
|
\

FACILITIES

l".

5.

Other Community Facilities Desirable Within Neighborhood of Homes

(a)

(v)
(e)

Day Nurseriés -~ Consensus was that most people have private
baby sitters and they are unimportant.

Club Houses -- Consensus was they are desirable luxuries.

Community Buildings ~-- Unanimous that they did not want them.

Small Playgrounds for Younger Children

(2)

(3)

(&)

Majority felt that playgrounds for young children (4-8 years)
in single home neighborhoods are unnecessary. ,

Conments by Delegates:

(1)

If you have enough yard space, they are unnecessary. Schools
have play grounds. Not particularly in favor of a smsll play
area, but in favor of a pretty park to add to beauty of a
development. A small play area would not add to the beauty
of surrounding homes. It would be merely an eyesore. Does
not believe a park away in conjunction with a shopping center
would be feagible. '

Young children have to be taken to & park, and a small play-
ground is unnecessary, pagpicularly with a well-equipped back
yerd. Would be in favor/a park somewhere in the vicinity of
& shopping center.

Would rather have the children at home. Older children are
rough and unintentionally knock the younger ones down. Would
be nice to have park benches and trees in a small area where
mothers and children could congregate, but this is not abso-
lutely necessary. Children get together to play when they
are invited to one home or another for a party. They also
get their outside contacts at school. A well-planned park
would be ideal, because it would enhance the values of the
houses as well as add to the beauty of the surroundings.
Would not care to have a park in conjunction with a shopping
center,

Believe it unnecessary because of equipment in back yards.

A tiny play area would be useless. A larger park would add
to property value and provide recreation for a greater num-
ber. The park in her community is “used to death but is
still beautiful.” Believes shopping centers are of no value
unless there is added park space, but does not want the two
combined. Should, however, be close to each other. ~
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5. Smell Flaygrounds for Younger Children - continued

Comments by Delegates: (continued)

(5) Thinks there should be some place for all children to congre-
gate, however small. Believes a large park, where sports can
be engaged in, would be ideal, and where picnics could be held.
In her town there is going to be a shopping center with a park
nearby. Thinks it would be well to have a small perk near the
shopping center and a larger park out farther.

V. CONSIDERATIONS OF ECONOMY

The group at Table #8 agreed that they would attempt, initislly,
to develop & house to cost under $15,000 without land.

The process followed was to discuss what would be desirable and
then to determine what sacrifices or adjustments could be made
to approach‘the desired goal.

B. FACILITIES
B A separate dining room, a 1a1md:ry-u~bﬁi'by room, a guest coat
| . closet ~- all were finally sacrified in the interests of lower
| costs. A single-car garage with small storage was substituted
for e double garage, minimum instead of desirable room sizes
| were agreed to in an effort to achieve a $15,000 cost goal.
In the attached summary, HHEFA has attempted to add back in a
logical sequence the items sacrificed.
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TABIE #8
SUMMARY
by
HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE AGENCY

On the basis of an analysis of the above report, it may be concluded that the
delegates at Table #38 would agree that the Basic Components of & house for & grow-
ing family would be as follows: ‘

\OGJNO\\.J'I-F"(» o=

11.
12.
13.

Kitchen-Femily Room -- with laundry in Kitchen 127 x 26°
Warm Utility Room for rough work adjacent to

Kitchen ' 8' x 10¢
Rear Entrence through Utility Room ;
- Half-Bath near Kitchen Entry 2.5'x 4.5°
Dining "ell" off living Room 10* x 12'
Parlor Iiving Room 12' x 15.5°
Screened Front Entrance ‘ hr x L
Parent's Bedroom 12t x 14°
Second Bedroom 10t x 12°
Third Bedroom 10' x 12°
Bedroom Closets L @ 12 sq. £t.

Iinen Closet 2t x 2!
One-Car Garage with Small Storage 10* x 22°

If additional funds were aveilable the following modifications and sdditions
would successively be made:

1.
2.

3'

h,
5.
6

*

Minimum room sizes would be increased to desireble sizes.

The laundry area would be seperated from the kitchen, but retain
the warm Rough Work-Utility Room. :

A Guest Coat Closet would be provided near Front Entry.

A separate Dining Room would be provided in lieu of an "ell" off
Living Room.

A double garage with storage would be provided in lieu of a single
garage with small storage space.

A Pireplace would be provided in the Iiving Room.

Unresolved Items

Would modifications and additions be made in the sequence indicated
above? If not, what sequence would be desirable if additional funds
were available? '

If funds were available, should the builder install mechanical equip-
ment initially?



-21-

. SUMMARY BY DISCUSSION LEADER
Wednesday, April 25, 1956

Mrs. Belen Gant:

I too want to thank the Govermmentel agencies that brought us here. It
has been & very fine, a very meaningful experience for me to have been a group
leader. I feel that I can spesk for each member of my group that it has been
stimlating and meaningful and educational for each woman. I would like to say
that I am sure that I have the finest and the smertest and the most cooperative
group in the conference, but I may get some challenges from the other groups.

I can already begin to hear them, but my statement still stands. :

We had to do a lot of modifying of our house when our architect told us
that our original planning would cost ebout $20,000. We strove and strove to
bring it down and we finally got it down to around $1%,000 to $15,000 possibly.
We want a one-story house. We are somewhat divided; we have a very strong
minority wenting a basement but the majority did not went a basement. We want
a modified contemporary house, whatever that may mean to you, and vhatever that
may meen to each individual in our group. It all boils down to what has been
stated here before, we want individual plamning. We want to participate in
Planning ouwr own home for owr family, something that expresses the personality
and feeling of our family rather than having row houses all the same in a build-
ing development. We are assuming that in order to get the amount of space that

.e went that we are going to have to build our house in a suburban area and
probably in a plamned housing development. With this semi-contemporary house--
or modified contemporary--we went a low-pitched roof. We wamt mo floor to
ceiling glass and we don't care too much about picture windows, but we want
plenty of large windows in the living room, femily room, dining room and kitchem.
We settled for high windows in the bedrooms -- not meny of us like it , but we
accepted it because of the privacy and convenience of furniture placement. We

~would like to have a fireplace if we can afford one amd half of us want it in
the living room and half of us want it in the family room.

- This morning we again reviewed our strip-down plan and discussed what we
simply would not do without. We didn't eliminate very much of our $15,000 house.
The first thing that came spontanecusly from each of the group when we said vhat
are the.things that we will not do without and they said storage space -- plemty
of storage space. Second thing they would not do without is three bedrooms.

They will not do without a family room for hobbies, games and so forth, separate
from & quiet living room. They will not do without & bath emd a half. In our
original planning we realized that we have pushed father clear out of the family,
clear out into the garage for his hobbies, his workbench and maintemance and so
forth, and we got to feeling Freal badly and guilty sbout what we were doing with
.father and decided that actually he was part of the family so we brought him back
into the fold. So, in order to take care of father, we made the supreme sacrifice,
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‘We gave up the ubility room to father for his workbench, his maintenance. How-
ever, we still want the utility room to be our rough room, mud room or whatever
you want to call it. You know this reminds me of the story that I am golng to
inject at the expense of something else. A speaker was speaking and there was
so much noise and confusion in the crowd thst he turned to the chairman and
said, "Madam Chairman, there is so much noise that I can't even hear myself
spea.k and & voice spoke up from the rear and said; "Well, you ain't missing
nothing.” Now we are not as inconsiderate of fathe:r as you think when I said
we want this for a rough room, because father is going to have his workbench
and his saws and all that sort of thing in there, and we went to have a bath
adjacent to it and the mud in there. I would like to tell you that if you dom't
listen to me you are going to miss something. Anyway, we want our rear entrance
coming imto the utility room and storage space for rainwear and that sort of
thing. We egree that we want the space rather then the gadgets, because we can
add the gadgets vhen we cen afford to buy them.

We want this home located, if possible, in a plamned meighborhood but
not too formally planned. We want it situated on a curving street with side-
walks on both sides of the street for the safety of the children. We went
our house placed on a lot that is 75 feet wide, 150 feet deep, and we would
like to have our house about 4O feet from the curb. We want a large backyerd
with our kitchen windows overlooking the yard. We want it no more than a
half mile from a primary school, a mile from the secondary school and we
would like it no more than a mile and a half from the high school. We dis-

Q‘nssei the planning of shopping centers -- we want a shopping center within
reagonable distance. We want parks. We do not want small playgrounds.
We were so divided as to what we wanted in this park, when it was a very
small neighborhood park, each person had his own opinion and they were all
diverse. So, we are sorry but you are going to have to go without benefit
of gur decision on parks.

May I thank you again for the opportunity you have given us.

t#



TABLE #9
Women's Congress on Housing
Colorado, Montana, Idaho, Nebraska,
North Dakota, Utah, South Dakota,
Eastema;}gshington

SUMMARY

I INTERIOR PLANNING

A BASIC COMPONENTS

1.

Kitchen -« Family Room

Consensugs “Kitchen-family area, the kitchen and family room should
be adjacent, but able to be closed off one from another with folding
screen or doorse

The kitchen should be planned for easy working sequence for food
preparation and service,

Space should be provided in the family room fors
élg Family dining. "

2) Play area for babies,

(3) Meetings and dances of teenagers.

(4) TV viewing.

(5) Hobbies for young and adults.
(6) Guest sleeping.

The delegates were split on whether ironing and sewing should be
done in the family room or in a separate laundry utility room.

Comments by delegatess

Kitchens

(1) Should have more counter space. '

(2) Should be big enough for whole family to be arcund or near her,

(3) Since there is so little time for families to be together, would
like it large enough for families to visit when they are home,
Also a place to keep an eye on children and for husband to visit
also, Since most mothers want their daughters to learn to cook,
kitchen should be large enough for two to work in,

(4) Should get kitchen back to the old-fashioned type kitchen combined
with modern equipment,

(5) A kitchen where there aren't many steps to take combined with a
dining area for family to congregate until the meals are ready.
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INTERIOR FLANNING

A

BASIC COMPONENTS

L,

2.

3.

Kitchen - Family Room

Comments by delegates ~ continueds

Family Roomsg

(1) Would prefer family room off of kitchen so that it can be closed
off (Dutch door, sliding panels, etc.), During day it can be kept
opened up to provide room for children so that they can be watched,
while working in kitchen, Food could be served across a counter,

or bar, between two rooms so that there would not be so much running

back and forth to serve meals,

(2) Counter could be used for extra work space. '

(3) The family of average means can't afford too much space. The TV,
family room and dining room space could be all in one room off of
workable kitchen - saving on the number of square feet for living
space, Like large enough room for teenagers in high school to
entertain their friends, but still have a living room for adults
bridge parties, etcs Would like to be able to cut off family room
from kitchen so that entertaining could be done without exposing
inside of kitchen, ‘ ’

(k) Family room should have guest sleeping facilities, i.e,, hide-a<bed,
etc,; or a built=in bed,

Pantg

Consensus was that a pantry just means extra steps,

Laundry

Consensue was that there should be a laundry-utility room; the laundxry
does not belong in kitchen, but should be in separate utility room eon
main floor of house, As a second choice, in interests of economy, the
laundry could be in basement,

That deep freezer should be in kitchen area but not in kitchen s could
be placed in utility room if it were near the kitchen,

That separate automatic washer and dryer are preferred,

Space should be provided in the laundry-utility room fors

(1) Automatic washer,

(2) Automatic dryer,

(3) Space for removal and storage of galoshes, wet play and work
clothes, etc,

Delegates were split on whether there should be a builtein ironing board

or free-standing ironing board and a sewing machine in the laundry-=utility

Io0m,
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it INTERIOR PLANNING
A BASIC COMPONENTS
3. laundry - continueds

Reasons: Some move equipment as they work, to watch TV, etc.; some
want to leave sewing out and not have to put away each time they stops
others want to sew where small children are not apt to get to sharp
scissors, etc,

Comments by delegatess

Sewing and Ironings

(1) Keep in family room, when not sewing it is out of the way.

(2) Keep sewing machine where washing and ironing done. ‘

(3) Ironing board where it can be tucked away in family moom, -

(4) If you can afford a utility room near kitchen that is ideal,
but if not, a washer and dryer could go in the basement,

Lo Rear Entrance

Consensug: There should be a definite area for cleaning up before
‘entering any room.

Comments by delegatess

(1) Definitely there should be some sort of mud room. Also space in
the rear entrance for hanging space for coats, and there should be
a half=bath there also, )

(2) Utility room would be a good place to clean off mud, sand, stc.

(3) Sink with water could be used as alternate at rear entrance as an
alternate to a half-bath,

(L) There should be some kind of protective entrance at the back so
that outside things are out of the way,

S Half-Bath at Rear Entrance

It was agreed that there should be a half-bath located near the rear
entry,

6, Basement
Initial discussions about a basement started around the location of
the laundry, when one delegate proposed that if a laundry room on first
floor could not be afforded then it could be placed in basement,

At that time five delegates stated that they wanted a basement; two
delegates did not want one,



INTERIOR PLANNING
A BASIC COMPONENTS
6, Basement - continueds

A fuller discussion of the basement was resumed later, The majority
agreed that a basement is desirable, but is not essential if provisions
are made elsewhere for all the facilities that a basement offers including
adequate insulation to insure economical heating, The minority who
preferred the convenience of first floor living felt that if a basement
was provided cost limitations would make it necessary to locate laundry
and family room in basement, The problem resolved itself into relative
costs, A vote was taken on the basis of a choice between a basement and
a first floor Family Room, The result was that 5 preferred a first floor
Family Room and 3 preferred a basement,

Comments by delegatess

(1) It's nice to have both a utility room and a basement, otherwise would
want the utility room, If there was a basement, the family room and
‘utility room would probably have tc be in the basement to keep down
costs,

(2) Object to basement for laundry because of small children and
difficulty of keeping an eye on them while«running up and down stairs,
Usually have to take them. .

3) The above period of time is really only for a short time. :
L) Would like to have, if possible, a utility room on the ground floor,
but, from my part of the country they need basements for heating
purposes. It is more economical to have furnace in the basement
(5) Heating units take up too much room in the basement. o
(6) Even without a basement, can still have a furnace under the house.
Depends on part of the country. In my area basements not feasible

because they are too near water level, All the newer houses are
getting away from basements,

(7) Some climates may not need them as much, Bverything in N. D, has
to be sheltered, ' -

(8) From my experience, the cost is a lot more for heating if you &
not have a basement, It cost only 3/Li's what it does for friend to
heat house, since friend has no basement,

(9) From my experience, with the same square feet in a former house as
in present one, and at 19 and 20 below, doesn’t cost any more to
heat this house without basement with heat in the air-space under
house as it did with house with basement,

(10) At this price level, this additional room of a basement is less
expensive to build and is ideal for children to gwow up in,
Otherwise there is nc extra space that can be converted for scout
meetings, storage, etc, 7

(11) With paneled walls, tile floor in family room, it could be used just
the same as basement, .
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A

BASIC COMPONENTS

Basement - continued:

(12) Basements can be used for storage - keeps baby buggys, tennis rackets,
Christmas decorations, etc., there, It is BIG storage, There can't
be enough storage space or closets big enough to take care of out-of-
season clothes; etc. Can also be used to put up extra beds in
emergency., Also do a lot of canning in basement,

(13) Family room can never take place in raising children who want to
build things. Uses basement for hobbies, and as a workshop.

(1L) Basements in summer are always damp - cool but damp,

(15) They build basements that are unattractive, If they built them with
large windows and made them more atiractive the children wouldn't
mind using it as a play area., If it is dark and dingy it is not
attractive to the family as a whole., And stairs are usually too steep,
Should have better ventilation.

T. Attic

Consensus: There should be an attic for insulation; if the house has no
basement then access to the attic for storage purpcoses should be provided,

Two delegates definitely felt that an attic was necessary for storage.

The remainder not particular unless there was no basement, The one
delegate wanting an attic could not have a basement in her area because of
water conditions; the other wanted a basement and an attic,

Comments by delegates:

(1) For storage space if there is no basements attics do keep house
cooler; definitely want one,

(2) House, and attic, would cost more without a basement,

8. Dining Room

Consensuss Dining room is desirable if you can have both Dining Room
and Family Room. However, if economy dictates, you can dine in Femily

Room if properly furnished., Dining ®I* or separate room preferred in
higher cost houses,

Comments by delegatess

(1) For gracious living you need a dining room. Want children to grow up
to know how to live graciously.

(2) Want to eat from a dining table, not a snack bar,

(3) Can't teach manners over a snack bar,
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I INTERIOR PLANNING
A BASIC COMPONENTS
8. Dining Room - continued
Comments by delegatess

(4) If you have a dining room, family room and living room, the dining
room is cut down. It will only be used for guests for which purpose
it will be too small, since when there are guests there are usually
more people present,

(5) Have a drop leaf table in living room for larger parties, etc., but
family eats in family room.

(6) Have always had a dining room but don't use it very often, Only for
entertaining, holidays, etc., and feel a well-planned family room would
serve as wells, Do not allow children to watch TV while they are eating,
Rugs under a dining table with small children around get very messy,

A table in a family room would be nice and wouldn't have to worry about
rugs, etc,

9. Liw Room
Consensus: A living room is definitely needed,

Majority felt that it should be a "quiet® room. One delegate stated that
location would determine use, '

Comments by delegatess

(1) Two delegates stated living room should be quiet, ) S

(2) There is always a time when someone in the family wants a serious talk
about problems; etc., and not have to compete with TV, etc., and when
someone drops in for a talk on something of an important nature, there
mist be a place where they can be received quietly, Then, if you wish
to, guests can be asked to join family in family room.

10, Front Entrance

Consensuss The front door should not open directly into the living room.

Not a walled off foyer but a break of some sort, protected by some type
screen, maybe a bookcase,

Comments by delegatess

(1) Would like entryway to be a foyer if possible.
(2) Three delegates stated ey would like an entryway, just a smll place,
but a place to step into without stepping directly into a room,
(3) Just a break, maybe a glass partition, planter, etc., but something
. to break from room,
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A BASIC COMPONENTS

1l.

12,

15,

Guest Coat Closet

The delegates were evenly split on the importance of a guest closet,
One-half felt it was essential and the other that it was desirable but
not essential, It should be located near front door or in foyer.

Den

Consensus: A den is a luxury,

Guest Room |

Consensus: Not necessary if there is a Family Room.

One delegate commented that it was essential if there was no Family Room,

Bedroonms

Consensus: Not less than three bedrooms, A fourth room, as guest room,
would be desirable, .

Bedroom Closets

Consensus: There should be two closets in parents' room and one in others,
Closets should be 30 inches deep, No sliding doors,

Two closets in each room, walk-in size, would be desirable,

Minority:s Two delegates thought sliding doors would be wonderful,

Comments by delegatess

(1) Master bedroom closets should go clear across one end; preferably
on living room end, if near to it, for insulation against noise,

(2) Closet should be divided in two for husband and wife, Every bedroom
should have one wall in closet space, '

(3) Two delegates thought sliding doors would be wonderful.

(L) One delegate stated she changed house plans before completion from
sliding to hinged doors, Friend explained that in spring cleaning
they are very inconvenient, have to be pushed back and forth so
much, and they get stuck,

(5) Architect advised against sliding doors.

(6) So many bedrooms are so small, Can't get on all sides of beds in

(7) In some cases where there are too many doors opening into a room, a
sliding door might be necessary.

(8) Use the back of doors for storage, shoe racks s €tc,
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17.

18.

Bathrooms

Consensuss 1-1/2 baths essential; 2~1/2 baths desirable,

Comments by delegatess

(1) Put 1/2 bath in rear near family room, off of family room as a sort
of powder room. Would still like 1-1/2 baths for bedrooms, Would
rather skip the one off of family room and have two full baths,

(2) With three bedrooms need two places for bathing whether Just a
shower,

(3) Rather have two full baths and skip the 1/2,

(4) A boy can always rig a shower in the basement,

Qther Storage

Consensuss Storage for the large list of items used daily and periodically

should be planned and conveniently located. Preferably they should be

provided for by built=in space,
Comments by delegatess

(1) Use space around wash basin in bathroom with built-ins, Use under
counter space for towels, cleaning supplies, etc, Everything in bedrooms
should be built=in, Closets are greatest waste space if not carefully
planned, In children's rooms have fixed closet with double bars for
clothes and shoe racks on doors.

(2) Like beds with built-in storage for blankets, etc., bedroom built-ins
can save a young couple from buying so much furniture,

(3) Do not like beds with built-in storage; like to change room around.

(L) Beds can have built-in storage and put on rollers for moving around,

Carport and Garage

Consensus: A single garage with storage space is a basic necessity.

Comments by delegates:

(1) Use garage for all storage; do not want basement,

(2) Lawnmower is stored in garage. Outside furniture stored in basement.

(3) Many spaces can be built into a garage for storage space

(L) Prefer garage to a carport,

(5) Garage is essential, A car is essential to most people and it is quite
an investment, so a garage is essential to proteect the car,

(6) Car sits in garage overnight but sits on the street all day,
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19.

Homemaking Appliances

Consensus: Owner should select own model and make - laundry tray,

automatic washer and dryer,
The following lists the order of importance of homemaking appliancess

(1-2) Split range (wall oven and counter burners),
(1-b) Refrigerator (built=in),

(2-a) Laundry tray,

(2-b) Automatic washer,

(3) Automatic dishwasher,

(k) Automatic dryer,

(5) Garbage disposal,

(6) Kitchen vent fan,

(7) Air conditioning (future),

(8) Deep freezer,

The builder should provide, as feasible, items l-a and b, 3, 5 and 6,
He should provide space only for items 2-a and b, 4 and 8, and provide
for future installation of item 7.

Movable Appliances

Consideration in planning of storage should be given to the followings
automatic mixer, fruit juicer, waffle iron, vacuum cleaner,

MINIMUM AND DESIRABLE SIZES OF COMPONENTS

1.
20
3e
Lo

Kitchen-Work Area 8 x 10 10 x 12
Family Room 12 x 16 1 x 2k
Laundry Utility including Rear Entry 8 x 10 8 x 1k
Half-Bath at Rear Entry Lxh 6x8
Dining Room —— o
Parlor Living Room including Entry Area 12 x 1k 1 x 20
Guest Coat Closet 2.5 xh
Parents® Bedroom 12 x 12 14 x 16
Second Bedroom 10 x 12 12 x 14
Third Bedroom 10 x 12 12 x 14
Bedroom Closets:s L @ 2,6 x 6 6@ 3x6
Bath (Main) 6x8 8 x 10
Garage 12 x 22 20 x 24
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IOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

1.

3.

Kitchen - Family Room

Consensus: Kitchen and Family Room in back, looking onto rear yard.
Preferred facing toward east to take advantage of shade, with north
as second choice, but not facing west,

A large majority of the delegates stated that kitchen may be inside
if properly lighted and ventilated, and view to outside is across
family room or similar space,

Comments by delegates:

(1) Location important in relation to age of childreng if small,
facing back yard is good so they can be watched,

(2) Family room should also overlook back yard for privacy.

(3) As children get older it would be better to have windows on
east side,

(4) The place where you live the most should have most desirable
location on lot = would want bedrooms where a breeze could come
tvhmugho

(5) If kitchen is centrally located it saves steps to other rooms,

(6) Would not want an inside kitchen,

(7) Every room in house should have outside view,

The kitchen should have access to:
él) Family Room

2) Laundry=Utility Room

(3) Basement (where one is provided)
(4) Dining Room or #I# (if provided)
(5) Front BEntrance and Bedrooms

without going through Living and Dining Rooms,
Comments by delegatess
Desirable that kitchen can be reached without going through any
other room, Not to go through living room. Would be desirable to
have a hallway,

Laundry-Utility Room

Consensuss ILocation not considered éignificant, whether at side or
rear, but convenient to kitchen,

Rear Entrance

Consensus: Should have access to kitchen through Laundry-Utility cud

basement, if one provided,

to
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L.

5e

Dinlg Roon

No preference was expressed for location or orientation of
Dining Room,

Living Room
Consensus: That Living Room should look toward street.

Bedrooms

Consensus: That location is secondary to major living areas,
Could be on street side to give family room the privacy of rear loecation.
Maybe one on the side yard side - all rooms couldn't be on front.

CONNECTIONS AND DIVISIONS BETWEEN SPACES

Consensus was that generally open planning is preferred,

A partition with door should be provided between kitchen and laundry-
utility room, But the family room should be open to kitchen with
counter separater and possibly sliding or folding doors.

Divider of some type at front entrance to screen door from living
room; no complete enclosure, No guest closet in entryway,

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

1.

26

3.

Ceiling Heights

Consensus: Eight feet ceilings are about right,

Geilingg other than Flat

Consensus: Sloping ceilings are pretty but not practical from an

economi¢ point of view, waste too much heat,

Kitchen

Upper Cabinetss
(1) Consensus was for cabinets to extend to ceiling for extra storage,

daily used shelving must be within reach, Adjustable shelves in all
cabinets most desirable,
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SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

3 ¢ Kitchen

L.

Upper Cabinets - continueds

(2) No linear feet of shelving or cabinets was agreed to s but all
indicated a need for more than normally provided,

(3} Open shelving is not desirable,

(4) Consensus on cabinet doors was that hinged doors are a hazard and
any other type within price range would be preferable,

Comments by delegates:

(1) Hinged doors are all right for high storage, but at working level
prefer sliding doors so they don't hit you in face when you leave
them open while putting things away,

(2) Like sliding doors because children are always leaving them open
and with hinged doors someone always runs into them, :

(3) From experience sliding doors are quite expensive, especially glass
ones,

Lower Cabinets and Counterss

(1) More lower cabinets than nommal should be provided,

(2) Double sinks are preferred, but only if they are made a little
larger than the present double sinks, These usually are tooc small
to get pots and pans down into them.

(3) Work counters at uniform 36 inch height are satisfactory,.

(4) Work counters should not be deeper than 25 inches.

Consensus: The *lazy susan® idea is a very good space saver, Rollers
on drawers would make them much easier to push in and out,

Would like kitchens planned so there is planned storage for things like
pots and pans, possibly a cabinet where the bottom can be pulled out and
items selected from sections without taking out everything to get to
something at back, There should be a place for lids and pan covers and
for serving trays.

Special Rooms

(1) Open Kitchens A large majority found an inside kitchen acceptable
as long as properly lighted and ventilated and with a view across
major living areas - open to see outdoors from kitchen,

{2) Interior Baths Would be acceptable if properly ventilated, Do not
like the fan to be operated same switch as light, Switches should be
separate,

(3) Shower Stall only: It was unanimous that a shower only in a one ;
bathroon house would absolutely not be acceptable; a tub is mandatory, -
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SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

. 5

6o

Te

‘Rlectrical

gl) It was agreed that service should be 100 amperes,
2) Ceiling outlets should be provided ing kitchen
family room
laundry-utility
entrance hall
dining room
baths
closets

One delegate only wanted a ceiling fixture in living room. Another
delegate suggested that wiring for ceiling fixture in living room be
provided for future need and re-sale value,

All wanted convenience outlets on switch in living and bedrooms to
control floor and table lamps,

(3) Convenience Qutlets: All agreed there should be more outlets than
normally provided, particularly in kitchen, There should be outlets
at sink, range and along counter space under cabinets,

The strip type outlets appeared to provide the answer if not
_expensive,

Interior Weather Conditionigg_

All agree that provision should be made for future installation of

air conditidning,
More insulation should be provided in ceilings and walls.
Sound-Deadening Materials

Some delegates thought ceiling of family room should have sound
deadening. Others cbjected to it as being too hard to clean,

One delegate stated that the average family does not make suf ficient
noise to make sound-proofing necessary. However, would go along with
majority that family room could be sound-proofed,

II  EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

FIOOR TO CEILING GLASS AND PICTURE WINDOWS

No distinction was made between the two types.
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9 - EXTERIOR APPEARANCE
A  FLOOR TO CEILING GLASS AND PICTURE WINDOWS

In general, the consensus was for larger window areas in rear for
indoor-outdoor relationship; with small windows on street side for
privacy,

Comments by delegatess

&l) Object to picture windows because they can't be opened,

2) No picture windows in the front of house, .

(3) Picture windows are difficult to clean.

(k) Two delegates felt that with picture windows on the street, draw
drapes provided privacy when desired.

(5) One delegate would prefer, if in the interests of economy there
was only one room with a picture window, prefer that it be in the
family room,

B WINDOW SILL HEIGHIS

Consensus: Want lower than shoulder high (L to 5 feet sills) but not
S0 low that furniture wonft fit under them. Shoulder high windows
. were deemed practical for.privacy and wall space but have disadvantages.

Comments by delegatess

(1) Like high windows in bedrooms, but with sills low enough to look
out,

(2) Ventilation not quite as good in shoulder high windows,

(3) Drapes less a problem with shoulder high windows.

C WINDOW TYPES

Consensus: Most important that windows fit tightly, particularly in
colder areas and dust storm areas s and that they can be easily cleaned,

Comments

Most types of windows had at least one delegate who had no objection or
expressed a liking for them for one reason or other, except the double
hung type which were considered almost obsolete, It was felt that a greatb
deal depended upon the part of the arsa and what was required.

In areas where storm sash was required, some types were more convenient

than others, In the very cold areas they found it was almost negessary

to use double-glazed insulated windows for comfort and fuel economy. This
. type was considered to be rather expensive,
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. ITI  EXTERIOR APPEARANCE
c WINDOW TYPES
Comments - continued:

Awning type open-out casements and sliding windows were found acceptable 9
but in various areas,

D  ACCESSORIES BUILDER SHOULD PROVIDE

There was general agreement the builder should provide screens at
windows and doors and storm sash and doors.

He should not provide venetian blinds and exterior shutters,

E TYPE OF HOUSE

0% would prefer one story without basement
10% would prefer one story with basement

. LOZ would prefer split-level if topography was suitable - otherwise
one story with basement

10% would prefer two story

F APPEARANCE OF HOUSE
90% preferred a contemporary appearance
10% preferred a traditional appearance
Comments of delegatess

El) The extremely modern type house eventually becomes dated,
2) Two delegates ~ prefer the contemporary type.
(3) Prefer modem.,

Consensuss Individuality in both desirable and a necessity for both
e exterior and the interior of houses, but don't make the neighborhood
a hodge=podge,

It was the consensus that people in housing developments where houses

are exactly alike, row on row, never really feel a pride of ownership and

therefore do not take care of their homes, In such cases it is sometimes
. the beginning of a slum area, Exterior finish and colors could be different

to change appearance of similar houses. Create more pride of ownership so

people will take better care of homes,
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IT EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

F

G

H

APPEARANCE OF HOUSE

Comments by delegates:

(1) In a one story house there isn't too much you can do to make them
different, - -

(2) Just turning a house around occasionally from the one next to it

. would be some relief, They could have more than two plans to build

a whole area of houses,. At a plant near my home they built all
houses exactly alike for the employees, The people there feel this
will soon become a slum area because the people living in the houses
show no interest in keeping the houses and swrrounding grounds
attractive,

In low priced houses there should be a certain degree of individuality.
When FHA insures loans, the contractor shouldn't be pemmitted to build
So many houses all alike and to the same plan,. They would have better
luck on the sale of houses if they were more individual in some respect,

ROOF TYPE

Consensus: Other than flat and butterfly type roofs which are considered
t_mdesiraEle; shed, low pitched, medium and higher pitched as well as
hipped roofs could well be used to change the mass appearance of houses
and give individuality to houses, ' '

Majority favored a low pitched roof, but high enough to provide the
possibility for some storage space,

EAVES

There was agreement that roofs should overhang at eaves to provide sunlight
control in sumer and winter,

III 10T REQUIREMENTS

A

10T SIZES

Consensus was for wide and shallow lots; 75 x 100 sq. feet would be

desi Table,

Distances between houses along street should be as large as possible,
Ten feet between houses was considered too close unless there is a
garage between,
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1II 10T REQUIREMENTS

4

10T SIZES - continued

10T

1.

2.

3.

L.

No distances were given between houses across street or across rear
yards, However, with the preferred minimum set-back of 25 feet from
sidewalk and a 50 foot street, the distance between houses across street
would be 80 feet,

‘However, the majority preferred streets wide enough for parking on both

sides, A 60 foot street is indicated and the distance would then be 90
feet,

Similarly with a 100 foot depth of lot, 25 foot set-back and 25 foot average
depth of house there would be a 50 foot deep yard and 100 feet between
houses at rears

Comments by delegatess

(1) Ten feet is too close between houses at side unless there is a garage
~ between. Lot wider and shallower better than being so close to next
house; also will have more back yard, i
(2) Would like more space in back yard for garden, trees, a little
place to cook outdoors,
(3) Don't want so much in yard that have to spend all day weeding and
mowings a yard with a minimmm of upkeep necessary,

(k) With so many park areas where there are playgrounds and planned

recreation for young people today, it doesn't seem as necessary to
have a large back yard for children after they get beyond the school
(preschool) age.

USAGE

Minimum Set-Back from Sidewalk

It was agreed that houses should set back a minimum of 25 feet, whether

_principal rooms faced street or not,

House Set~Back Lines

It was agreed that houses should set back an equal distance from
sidewalks,

Most Important Outdoor Activity

Equal importance was given tos children's play and outdoor dining and living,
Drying Space ‘

An ocutdoor drying spaee was considered necessary even with automatie laundry,
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B LOT USAGE

5.

Te

9e

Carports and Garages

Consensus: Garage attached, Should be wider than present minimum,
Minimum size garage doors also too small, Prefer garage close to
street if it could be made attractive, Paved driveways; no gravel or
ribbon strip drives, Driveways should be 10 feet wide, unless combined
with front walk, then it should be 12 feet,

Comments by delegatess

Iwo delegates stated they did not want a breezeway,

Parking Space for Family Car - On Lot

It was agi-eed, space should be provided for off-street parking of
car,

Planting

Consensus: Want more trees; builder should preserve existing trees,
Would buy a lot because of trees, Builder should grade lot and that
is all. Prefer to plant own trees and shrubs. :

Comments by delegatess

(1) Unless the builder puts a guarantee on lawn, you might have to do
it yourself if it isn't satisfactory, ‘

(2) If builder puts in lawn and doesn't sell house immediately you are

. apt to pay for upkeep until you buy the house, Cost of upkeep will be

added to house prive, Would have grading done but not the lawn,

(3) There are all types or grades of topsoil and unless you go to a
reliable man and get what you know is good you may not get a good lawn,

(b) In low cost housing people would save money if they did it themselves.
Personally I would have the builder put in the lawn,

(5) Prefer to have the lawn done myself rather than have builder do.

(6) There is no personal interest in it when the builder does ite

(7) Builder could probably landscape a development on a mass basis as
cheaply as an individual,

Fences
No record of any coiments.

Outside Steps and Platform

No record of any comments.
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B

.LOT USAGE

10.

11,

Handrails at Qutside Steps

No record of any comments,

Power Poles and Overhead Wires

Consensus: Do not want power lines in front of house, Prefer them in the

back since it is very expensive to put them underground,

IV NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

A

STREET LAYOUT

1.

Preferred Street Patterns

Consensuss A street pattern which will restrict as much through traffic

as possible, Curvilinear streets preferred, particularly with good

traffic control,

(1) Curved Streets: While majority favored curved streets as a means
of curbing fast traffic s Several delegates were not certain they
could do an adequate job,

Comments by delegatess

3) Drivers vision is not as good rounding curves and children can
dart out before he sees them,

(b) Some children just take the curves faster on their bikes.

(2) Dead-End Streets: Unanimously rejected.

(3) Cul-de-Sac: Consensus was that these may be satisfactory although
there was some reservation on the basis that there was no place to
put snow in winter time, Otherwise they would be fine,

(L) loop Streets: (Described as between a cul-de-sac and a curved
street) - This type street appealed to the majority of the delegates
and indicated a willingness to pay more for a house and lot on &
looped street,

Reason: It would be worth extra cost from the safety angle and
also for individuvality in planning homes.

Several delegates were still skeptical about the effectiveness of
loop streets in slowing down traffic.

It was proposed that if only local traffic was allowed, it might
solve that problem, The question was asked if guests would uave
trouble finding houses,
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NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

A

STREET LAYOUT

1. Preferred Street Patterns ~ continued

(4) Loop Streets - continued

Comments by delegatessg

(a) if they want to see you theyill get there,

(b) Look at it on the basis of everyday living and necessity. Guests
' will be less frequent than children who are home every day.

(¢) In a strange city you usually stick to the more traveled streets
. rather than venture up what are apparently residential streets s
either because of unwillingness to have to perhaps back up or
turn around or from fear of venturing into a private section,

(5) Gridiron Streets: Very emphatically no,

(6) Rear Alleys: Consensus - depends upon location and local practicée in
garbage and trash disposal,

Personal Preferences: Three delegates favored rear alleyss one
didn’t object; one could do without; two did not want; and one had
no comment,.

Comments bj delegatess

(a) Do not object to them, Place for putting out garbage for collection

and also for children to play out of street,
(b) Telephone wires s light wires, garbage and trash collections by
city - all in alley, City won't go to garage to gather trashs

(7) Street Widthss Consensus - streeté should be wide encugh to pemmit

parking on both sides, Several delegates indicated a willingness to
pay extra for this improvement without specifying an exact amount.

2, Sidewalks

ALl agreed that sidewalks are necessary on both sides of streets, They
must not be curb sidewalks,

Reasons: The unanimous opinion was that they were undoubtedly very

dangerous where children are concerned, They are too close to the roadway.
One member stated her child had been hit by an auto because of this factor.

(Details not given.,) It was felt that in all cases there should be a
parking strip between curb and sidewalk.

Majority were willing to sacrifice some of the front yard area in order to
have safer parking strips, This was a most emphatic point,
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IV NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING
A STREET LAYOUT
2, Sidewalks ~ continued

Comments by delegatess

(1) Sidewalks are important; children do stay on them, JYoungsters in the
tricycle stage often use them (sidewalks) as a play area from one house
to the next, .

(2) It is the problem and duty of parents to see that children leam to
stay on sidewalks,.

(3) The faster that traffic moves these days the more necessary it is for
children to have a safe place to walk. Anything that can be done to
slow down traffic is to the children’s advantage, ‘

(L) Another complaint against curb sidewalks comes from people in parts
of the country where snow is a problems The plows push it onto the
sidewalks but each resident is expected to clear his own sidewalk area,

3. Shade Trees along Public Streets

Consensus was that shade treee planted along public streets was not a

‘ . necessity.

k. Housing Facing Heavily Trafficked Streets

All agreed that this was generally undesirable regardless of planting
strips, service roads or greater set-backs.

B FACILITIES

1, Meximum Distance tos

Distance
(1) Primary School 5 blocks
(2) Secondary School 5 blocks
(3) High School 1 mile

Comments by delegatess

(a) Have to be close. Don't want children to use buses, prefer
children to walk,

(b) Not over four or five blockse
(c) When children get older they can go across town to high school.

(4) Shopping Center 5 to 6 miles

2, ®Comer Grocery Store®

. Consensus: Shopping Center serving an area,
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IV  NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING
B FACILITIES
\

|

|

|
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2. ¥Cormer Grocery Store® - continued

Comments by delegatess

(1) Prefer that they were all kept together in one center,

(2) They are handy for a loaf of breads would like one nearby, but prefer
everything together, Can be informally dressedy can take children
along in car since most have parking areas, » '

(3) Would be willing to go as far as a mile, as children get older they
can go that far on errands, Most women plan shopping so they don't
have to go too often, .

(L4) Prefer to go in a car.

(5) Little grocery stores are always handy to have, Children like to
stop in small groceries on the way home from school - sort of an
institution with them,

(6) Smaller stores are more apt to be higher priced.

(7) Get into zoning difficulties, If one little business gets into the
neighborhood then other businesses come in. Soon becomes too commercial,

The question was askeds %Should houses go right up to edge of shopping
’ center?¥

Consensuss There should be multiple dwellings around the Center as a kind
of transitional zones apartments instead of private homes, Also churchesg
perhaps the congregation could use parking lots of the shopping center,

3¢ Other Community Facilities

Churches: Majority agree that the parking problem almost overshadows

the value of having a church nearby, People take liberties and park in
private drivewayss; there is no parking space left on streets for residents,
Agree that best location would be farther out from town, Most people will
drive to church regardless of distance, Or near a shopping center where
parking space can be used by the church on Sunday,

One delegate felt her property inecreases in value since church in vicinity
is growing and raising the value of its property by improvements,

Playgroundss Consensus was that small playgrounds for younger children
(G % 8) were necessary,

Comments by delegates:

(1) Play areas shouldn't be overlooked in new developments, There should
be some plan for them,



v

¢ =23”
NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING
B FACILITIES

3, Other Conmunity Facilities - continued

Question: Should there be a play area for adults?
Answers Take care of the children first, :

Questions Does anyone object to living next door to playground?
Answers No ,

Question: Would you buy across from school or playground?
Answers Wouldn't mind that, How can people object who have children
themselves,

Some people actually prefer to live across from school,

CONSIDERATIONS OF ECONOMY

Unfinished Rooms

‘ The question was asked about the desirability of leaving one roam of house unfinished

and doing own labor later, in order to cut costs.

Consensus of the delegates was that people would be more interested in buying
completed home 5 they personally would prefer all rooms finished, Two delegates
t.hought. that maybe a rumpus room could be left unfinished,

Reason: Feel that many men are not skilled, enough, or naturally handy to
sa%is?actorily complete a room, making it loock well finished,

Eliminate Rooms

The question was asked: ¥If you had to leave something out of 'g,he house we've

been discussing, because of cost, what would it be?® .
Agreement on specific items was not possible beeausé of the divided opinions on

8 basement, Rooms variously proposed for omission were the living room, the
family room, and the utility room. '

Specific proposals were as followsg

21) Leave out living room.

2) Leave out utility room and family room, utilize the basement more,

(3) Put utility room and family room in basement,

(4) Put utility room in basement and reduce bedroom area, Try to keep both
Family Room and Parlor,

(5) Would prefer one room that would be more spacious for the entire family than
to make the rooms smaller, Put house on split level to get all the rooms in.

(6) Cut down space in bedrooms rather than sacrifice parlor.
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Considerations of Economy
(continued)

Eliminate Rooms -~ contimued

Consensus: While no consensus was definitely reached, most seemed to feel the
Parlor had to be retained so the Family Room would have to be eliminated, ory

in the case of those who felt basements were a strong necessity, moved to the

basement as a sort of rumpus room,

The question was asked:s “If cost was no object, what rooms would you add or
make largers?#

Consensuss Add a dining room next, and have all rooms a little larger,

One delegate would make all rooms a little larger and add a den.

Comments by delegatess

(1) Make all rooms larger and add a den, so that it could be used for guest
sleeping rather than family room, really would mean or amount to a fourth
bedroon,

(2) Wouldn't want to make it too large so couldn't clean it myself,

(3) Would like a little more space and a dining room.

(L) Would definitely add a dining room.

(5) Would make it all a little larger and add a dining %ell,®

(6) People work so hard to be able to afford a house, and if they make it so
large that it is too much to take care of, it becomes a burden, because
usually they are older before they can afford another home,
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TABLE #9
| STMMARY
by
HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE AGENCY
On the basis of an analysis of the above report, it may be concluded that the

delegates at Table #9 would agreé that the Basic Components of a house for a grow-
ing family would be as follows:

1, Kitchen Work Area 8! x 10¢
2, Family Room 127 x 16°?
3o Laundry-Utility, including Rear Entry 8" x 10!
4o Half-Bath at Rear ht x ko
5. Parlor-Living Room, including Entry 12% x 1)?
6. Parent'’s Bedroom 120 x 12°¢
7« Second Bedroom 10" x 12°¢
8, Third Bedroom 10! x 12°
9. Bedroom Closets h e 2,6% x 679
10, Bath (Main) 6t x 8?
11, ILinen Closet 21 x 2,59
12, Garage 12% x 22°

,additional funds were available, the following modifications and changes would
be mades

1, Room sizes, including Garage, would be increased from minimum
sizes to the desirable sizes indicated,
2, A Dining Room would be included.
e A Den-Guest Room would be included.
h, A Guest Coat Closet would be added.

If there was a basement in the house, the Family and Utility Room would be

in the basement initially,

If additional funds were available, the Family Room would remain in the base-
ment; but laundry equipment would be placed on the first floor near the kitchen.

Thereafter, the same increase in room areas and additions listed above would

_be included in the order listed.

Unresolved Items

Would a fire place be included?

What order would it take depending on funds available? Before room sizes were
increased to Desirable? Or only after ‘all room spaces; den, etc, were included?

’ Where would it be 1ocated‘?‘ Family Room? Living Roam"
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TABLE #6

SUMMARY BY DISCUSSICN LEADER
Wednesday, April 25, 1956

Mrs., Frank Hess:

The family at my table will understand when I don't go into the de-
teiled report because we agreed that everybody had already said all of it.
Ve wouldn't say it again. We do want Mr. Cole and Miss Heath to kmow though
that we came here knowing that the home of America is the most important
thing in America and feeling that Mr. Cole and Miss Heath knew it too, or
they wouldn®t have us here. So we think that this is the most important con-
ference that has ever been held,

There was & great deal of emphasis on family living and family living
area -- space that could be combined or closed off -- the kitchem, family
living room, an end of the backyard, for family living. There was a great
deal of emphasis on individuality. We think that all of the architects
available in FHA are just as smart as the ore we had, Bob Eggleston, and
if they use their ingenuity, we can have individuality in design, both ian
the interior and exteior, and in floor plans and roof plans; in the shape
of the bouse, in the finish and the color and still not have a hodge-podge,
and it can be done on this minimm basis. We think that curved streets
will not only help the traffic and hazard problems, but will add to that
individuality, because the lot sizes and shapes will very. We want more
space between houses and we want to be nearer the front than the back, so
we can have more space in the back. We didn't specify lot sizes as we are
boping that they won't all be the same.

As we talked about our basic units and what we had to have in the
room space, we recognized that some of the minimum stendards were too low,
and we par‘ticularly want to point to room sizes -- we are thinking of bed-
rooms especially, and possibly, bathrooms -- of storage space, of wiring
end plugs, outlets; kitchen cupboards, we also feel, are a little bit low
and we need more of them. We think that if all storage is planmned, storage
for the purpose for which it is to be used, we could probably have adzquate
storage at no additional cost.

I went to tell you that this home of ours, while we all fell in
love with it, could shape it wp in meny different ways, and arrange the
rooms in several patterns, we stayed under 1200 feet, so we aren't much
: ‘beyomi the basic bare minimum. There are two things a‘bout our planming
that str:i.ke me as being different. We don't mind an inside bathroom at all
if it is properly ventilated and that means with & fan that can be switched
on and off, and we don't mind an inside kitchen if it opems as we wamt it -
to, into our family area living room, end then the view on out into the
backyard where the children will be playing and where we will have our
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outdoor living room. There was quite a violent expression and unanimous
vote about curbstone sidewalks. I think onme other group mentioned that we
would take care of the parking strip. The view wasn't so strong until we
talked ebout traffic hazerds amd we just don't want them at all, We do
want sidewalks. Surprisingly enough, we are divided about alleys.

t#



WOMEN'S CONGRESS ON HOUSING

TABLE #10
NATIONAL COMPOSITE

Washington, Oregon, California (North, Texas, Long Island, N.Y.,

Missouri, Florida

I. INTERIOR PLANNING

A,  BASIC COMPONENTS

1.

3.

Kitche;q

Consensus: Kitchen should have a dining area included. The
dining area should provide space for 2 table and six (6) chairs
rather than a built-in nook or counter with stools.

- Minority: One delegate stated a preference for a bar with

stools.
Comments by Delegates:

(1)  Dining area in kitchen was necessary because with four
‘children it was necessary to have some place for them to
eat that could be cleaned easily. It saved steps to be able
to have children eat in the dining area of a kitchen rather
than to have to set the table in the more formal dining
room all the time.

(2) ' Would like to have kitchen arranged so that three people

can work simultaneously without running into each other.

. Family Room

Majority (all except one delegate) was in favor of a separate
Family Room.

One delegate did not want a Family Room at all.

Pantry

No delegates were in favor of a pantry; could see no use for it.
One delegate thought provision should be made for a broom
closet.



o INTERIOR PLANNING

A,  BASIC COMPONENTS

4.

Laundry-Utility Room

Consensus: A separate room for laundry was needed and wanted
by the majority.

Minority: One delegate did not want a laundry-utility room, but

wanted the: laundry equipment in bathroom where it would be
nearer the area and where soiled clothes, linens, etc. origi-
nated. It would be more convenient to get the soiled clothes to
the washer.

In the Laundry-Utility Room would be:

Automatic Washer
Automatic Dryer

Single Laundry Tray
Free-Standing Ironing Board
Sewing Machine

Sk

This room could be used as an all-purpose work room where
ironing board and sewing machine could be left up, if necessary.

Comments by Delegates:
(1) No objection to having laundry equipment in kitchen, if

it was large enough to accommodate it and still have
plenty of space for working, dining, ete.

(2) Two delegates agree that probably would be all right to

have laundry equipment in kitchen, but would prefer a
laundry-utility room.

- Rear Entrance

All agreed that a rear entrance was essential for bringing in
groceries and the like, and for taking out trash, etc.

Majority were for entrance into the laundry-utility room.



‘L INTERIOR PLANNING
A.  BASIC COMPONENTS

5. Rear Entrance - continued

1 delegate preferred an enclosed rear porch directly off
kitchen, if laundry equipment was in kitchen and separate room
omitted. This would take care of "mud room" idea of place to
remove wet and soiled clothes and shoes and would provide a
place for children {o play.

1 delegate wanted a basement. It could serve as a mud room,
} children could come in from play, get washed and cleaned up
| before coming upstairs to the kitchen, Husbands working out-
} side could get cleaned up there, probably change clothes before
| coming upstairs.

1 delegate proposed entry into a small hall separate from the
kitchen which gave access to a "mud room™" or clean-up space
and the rest of the house.

o 6. Half-Bath at Rear Entry

Consensus: A house with 1-1/2 baths should have half-bath
off kitchen at rear of house, easily accessible from rear
entrance.

\

\

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

\

| Reason: This would save having to go through the whole house
} to the bathroom, particularly children when they come in from
| play and back out to play again. This would eliminate the problem
( of unnecessary cleaning.
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

\

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

\

Minority: 1 delegate thought half-bath should be elsewhere,
near front entrance to be used as powder room for guests and
the family.

7. Basement

Consengus: A basement was not really necessary if adequate
provisions for activities normally associated with basements
were made elsewhere. Garage could be arranged for storage
purposes and family room for recreation, etc.



. I. INTERIOR PLANNING

A,

BASIC COMPONENTS

7.

Basement ~ continued

Minority: 1 delegate would definitely want a basement; it would
be useful for storage; to use for teenage parties, etc. and it
would solve the rear; entry "mud room" problem.

2 delegates were conditionally for basements; one
would like a basement only if in a climate where it gets awfully
hot like the midwest; the other only if it could be a daylight one.
Attic

Consensys: Attic is not necessary.

- Reason: Only thing you do with an attic is store stuff that would

be much better thrown away.

1 delegate stated that an attic would be nice to store things in
only, if there were not adequate closets for storage purposes.

Dining Rgom (Separate)

Consensl,@ : There should be a Eén;gpietely separate dining room.
It should be located at one end of living room.

Reason: Separate room preferred because it was much nicer
to use for formal dinners where adults could sit and enjoy a
meal while the children were in the other rooms enjoying TV
or playing games.

Minority; 1 delegate saw no need for separate room since in
California she entertains quite a lot outside for meals,

- Comments by Delegates:

One delegate mentioned that a separate-#oom was good for the
purpose of family training too. Having children in a separate
dining room, possibly sometimes by candle-light taught
children good manners and was beneficial for their training
and upbringing.



‘I. - INTERIOR PLANNING

A,

BASIC COMPONENTS

10.

11,

12,

13.

14,

Parlor Living Room

There was agreement, with one exception, that a parlor type
living room was preferred.

- One delegate preferred a large living room and no family room.

Reasons: Reasons for the separate parlor were varied but they

all concerned the fact that the parlor would be one place where
things could be kept straight; some place to entertain the
minister and like guests. For more informal entertaining they
could use the family room.

Front Entrance

All agreed that the front entrance into the house should be into
a foyer or small hall with closet for guests' coats, etc.

Reason: To insure privacy for the living room and space for
removing wet clothes, etc.

Guest Coat Closet

All agreed one was essential, located beside front door.

Den

Consensus: A den would be necessary if a husband works under
pressure and needs some place to relax and have peace and
quiet. Used also as a guest room it would be decidedly worth-
while, '

Bedrooms

Ma;“ority felt that three bedrooms were sufficient.

2 delegates personally would want four bedrooms.
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INTERICR PLANNING

A,

BASIC COMPONENTS

14,

16,

16.

17.

Bedrooms

It was decided that when family grew up and the house was too
large for parents alone, it could be sold, traded, or the vacant
rooms rented to obtain extra income.

All delegates wanted large bedrooms -~ a boy's room should be
big enough for his electric train and other equipment -- a girl's
room for dolls, their equipment, etc. Other uses of the bed~
room brought out,besides sleeping, were dressing, powder room,
reading and space for desk for general family affairs use.

Bedroom Closets

It was agreed that bedrooms should have large closets ~-
preferably one for each occupant of the room -- and walk-in
closets preferably, at least in parent's bedroom.

Bathroom

Consensus: There should be at least 1~1/2 baths, the main bath
with two lavatories.

One delegate preferred 2-1/2 baths.

Other Storage

Sheets, pillow cases, blankets and bedcovers should be stored
in closet space in the room where they will be used. Cther
linens, towels, etc. should be stored in a closet in the bathroom
where they will be used. Books could be in book-cases dis-
tributed throughout various rooms of the house. Built-in book-
cases seemed to be very popular. No need for extra storage
space for china and glassware.

Planned storage should take into consideration such items as
brooms, vacuum, mop, cleaning supplies, waxes, etc. and
sports equipment.
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A,

BASIC COMPCONENTS

18,

19.

Carport and Garage

All delegates, except one, felt that an oversize single garage
would be adequate. The extra space in the garage would pro-
vide storage for lawnmowers, garden tools, wheel toys, screens
and a work bench. Storage space should be provided overhead
for storing cribs, bathinettes and such periodically used items.

One delegate felt a carport would be sufficient for car protection.

Homemaking Appliances

All agreed that the homeowner would prefer to buy the appliances
rather than have them installed by the builder and included in
the price of the house.

One proposal was made that the builder set aside an amount
against which owners could select their own makes and models.

Appliances in order of importance were ranked as follows:

- 1{a) Split range (wall oven and counter burners)
l(b) Refrigerator (free standing)

Automatic washer

Automatic dryer

Kitchen vent fan

Dishwasher

Garbage disposal

Alr conditioning

Deep freezer

® o oo

Movable Appliances

Vacuum cleaner
Toaster

Electric Clock
Automatic mixer
Electric coffee maker
Waffle iron
Automatic fruit juicer
Sewing machine

»

PR
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INTERIOR PLANNING

B. MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM SIZES OF COMPONENTS

*
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Minimum Desirable
Kitchen (work area) 8" x12¢ 10" x 14
Family Room 12! x 18!
Laundry-Utility including
Rear Entry space 6'x 9'
Half-Bath at Kitchen Entry
~ Dining Room 10t x 12
Parlor Living Room
Front Entrance
Guest Coat Closet atx 4
-Den Guest Room 12' x 14!
Parent's Bedroom 12" x 14" 14 x 16¢
Second Bedroom 12' x 14! 14" x 167
Third Bedroom 12'x 14 14t x 16!
Bedroom Closets 4@ S
- Bathroom {Main) 6'x 8'
Linen Closet a'x 2
Garage or Carport 16! x 24

C. LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COMPONENTS

1.

Kitchen

It was agreed that the kitchen should be located at the back.
Preferably, it should face the south, east, or southwest.

Reason: Because it will be easier to watch the children at play
in the back yard and where they shodld play because it is safer
than playing in the front of the house,

Comments:

(1) Better to have kitchen at rear because it wasn't always
neat and people coming to see you could be entertained
in the parlor where it is neat; they would not have to be
brought into the kitchen.

Access: There should be access from the kitchen to the family
room, laundry-utility room and dining room.
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. INTERIOR PLANNING

C. LOCATION AND RELATION OF BASIC COCMPONENTS

2.

Family Room

It was agreed that the Family Room should be located near the
kitchen for ease of service meals. All except 1 delegate wanted
it to overlook the rear yard for the same reasons as the kitchen.
1 delegate preferred it to overlook the street because of a

probable better view,

The Family Room should have access to the kitchen, laundry-

" utility room (might be through kitchen), dining room and out-

door eating area.

'Laundry-Utility Room

It was agreed this room should be looking onto rear yard and
should be easily accessible to the kitchen and rear yard.

1 delegate suggested that it should also be near the bedrooms
for easier handling of soiled clothes.

- Rear Entrance

Agreed this should be accessible to kitchen, rear half-bath
and laundry-utility room.

Dining Room

It was agreed that the Dining Room could look onto the side
yard. Preferably, it should face east. It should have access
to the kitchen and to the Living Room.

Living Room

The Living Room should look toward the street. Delegates
were about evenly split on whether it should preferably face
north or west,
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INTERIOR PLANNING

C. LOCATION AND RELATION CF BASIC COMPONENTS

7.

1.

Bedrooms

Parent's bedroom should look onto the side or rear yard and
preferably, should face southwest. There should be privacy
and cross ventilation.

Children's bedrooms could face side yard, rear yard or street.
This was unanimous, except for 1 delegate who thought children's
bedrooms should be at opposite end of house from parent's
bedroom.

- D. CONNECTICN AND DIVISIONS BETWEEN SPACES.

Kitchen (work area)

It was agreed that between the kitchen and family room there
should be a counter and sliding door so the kitchen could be
closed off entirely when a meal is in preparation and you are
having guests. However, on less formal oceasions, the two
rooms could be practically combined into one room for ease
of serving, movement, etc,

Between the kitchen and laundry-utility room there should be
a partition with door to cut down the noise from laundry
appliances.

From kitchen to bedrooms and front door there should be an
access hall; this should be partitioned and have door for privacy
to keep clutter from kitchen being visible.

- Family Room

There should be a partition with door between the Family Room
and Dining Room for privacy, particularly so that more formal
dinners can be had with other activities going on in Family
Room, like TV, etc.

Living Room

From Ldving Room to Dining Room there should be a partition
with door for the same reasons as from Family Room to
Dining Room.
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‘ I. INTERIOR PLANNING

D.

CONNECTION AND DIVISIONS BETWEEN SPACES

4, Front Entrance
‘There should be a foyer with access hall to living room, bed-
rooms and kitchen so there would be no unnecessary traffic
through living room and privacy in living room.

5. Doors
Sliding doors should be used wherever practical, but hinged
doors should be used in bedrooms. There should be no inter-
connecting doors between bedrooms.

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

1.  Ceiling Heights
It was the consensus that all ceilings should be 8'-0", It
makes the average room look larger, is cheaper to build and
does not cost so much to heat as houses with higher ceilings.

2. Sloping and Beamed Ceilings
Consensus was that houses should be built with flat ceilings;
slanting ceilings are too reminiscent of a chicken coop; ex-
posed beams are dust catchers.

3. Kitchen

(a) Upper Cabinets

(1) Maximum height of top shelf should be no more
than 6 feet; the average homemaker cannot easily
reach higher.

(2)  Shelves should be adjustable for easier storage.

(38)  There should be a minimum of 24 feet of upper
shelving,

(4) Minimum shelving width should be 12 inches to
accommodate 10" dinner plates.

(6)  There should be narrow shelves, 6 inches, at
bottom for spices, etec.
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INTERIOR PLANNING

E.

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

3.

4,

Kitchen - continued

{(a)

(b)

Upper Cabinets - continued

(6)  Open shelving was not acceptable.
(7)  The majority would prefer hinged doors. 2 delegates
stated that they preferred sliding doors.

Lower Cabinets

(1)  Majority felt that 8 feet of counter and lower

cabinets was a minimum, exclusive of sink.
' 2 delegates felt that 10 feet was necessary.

(2) There was agreement on a single sink, 18 inches

' by 24 inches -- big enough for a big roaster.

(8) It was agreed that the height of work counter should
be uniform at 36". However, the delegates pre-
ferred that counter heights be adjustable for ease
in working. It should be the right height for standing-
up work for women of various heighis. Cne delegate

~ wants to sit down at work.

(4)  Width of counters at an average of 24 inches was
considered acceptable.

Suggestions

One delegate suggested that a kitchen should have a 18-inch
square cabinet from floor to ceiling to hang pots and pans
in, preferably, with adjustable shelves.

One delegate suggested that some sort of arrangement
could be made for removing canned goods, so that when
you remove one can, another one rolls down to take its
place.

Special Rooms

(1)

Open Kitchen

An open kitchen was considered undesirable.
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.I. INTERIOR PLANNING

E.

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

4'

Special Rooms - continued

(2)

(3)

(4)

All-Purpose Play and Children's Bedroom Combination

This arrangement was found undesirable because a child's
bedroom should be associated with sleeping and resting,
and not with playing and romping.

Children like to play where adults are because they are
naturally and normally mimics and like to cook when
mothers cook, etc. This cannot be done if child was more
or less confined to bedroom for playtime.

Interior Bath

It was the consensus that an interior bath would be all
right for an extra bath. It was desirable from the cost
angle, more economical arrangement of plumbing.
Positive ventilation is a necessity.

Showerr otall Only

A shower stall in lieu of a tub in a single-bath house was
ruled out definitely. The tub is needed for small children
and for older people, and very frequently by other members
of the family who prefer baths to showers, even if only
occasionally,

Suggestions:

One delegate made the proposal, endorsed by others, that
the commode be boxed-in, in some manner, to eliminate
the cleaning problems or rather the inaccessibility of
areas which is normal now.

One delégate wanted some permanent method devised for

preventing the bath-tub from settling away from the wall
tile, She complained of mold growth.
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INTERIOR PLANNING

E.

SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

o.

Electrical

(1) Service

(2)

(3)

It was the consensus that 100 ampere service was needed
instead of 60.

Everyone was very conscious of the need for more electricity.
The dimming of lights when other electrical appliances were
plugged in was considéred a real annoyance.

It was agreed that ceilimglights definitely should be provided
in: ‘

1. Kitchen

2. Family Room

3. Laundry-Utility Room
4, Entrance Halls

5. Dining Room

6. Baths

7. Closets

One delegate felt a ceiling outlet should be provided in the
Living Room, the rest did not want one.

Pull-down lights were preferred for the Family Rocm and
the Dining Room.

Convenience Qutlets

Majority agreed that convenience outlets should be provided
as follows:

1. Kitchen 5 duplex
2. Family Room 7"
3. Laundry -Utility Room 4 v
4. Dining Room 3 "
5. Living Room 6 "
6. Parent's Bedroom 6 "
7. Other Bedrooms 4 n



-15-

‘ I. INTERIOR PLANNING

E. SIGNIFICANT DETAILS

5.

Electrical - continued

(3)

Convenience Qutlets ~ continued

One delegate wanted 7 duplex outlets in kitchen. Other
outlets should be placed in the bathroom, hall, garage
and outside for Christmas decorating and flood lighting.

Reason: The reason for so many outlets was that women
like to re-arrange furniture frequently and they don't want
to move a bed or heavy piece of furniture to plug in a
vacuum cleaner or other appliances when necessary.

Interior Weather Conditioning

1)

(2}

Alr C‘onditioning

The majority wanted air-conditioning built in. 1 delegate
wanted provisions made for it for later installation.

Ceiling and Wall Insulation

All agreed that ceiling and wall insulation was a necessity
for comfort and economy of heating and cooling.

Sound Deadening Materials

Consensus was that sound-deadening materials should be
provided for the laundry-utility room to cut down noise of
appliances, and perhaps it would be desirable in the Family
Room.

II. EXTERICR APPEARANCE

A, FLOOR TO CEILING GLASS

All agreed that there should be no floor-to-ceiling glass in any
room where it would constitute an outside wall.
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A. FLOOR TO CEILING GLASS (continued)

Reason: They did not like the appearance from the outside and
the loss of privacy. In addition, there are the problems of

‘II,. EXTERIOR APPEARANCE
cléaning and breakage.
B. PICTURE WINDOWS

All agreed that picture windows were desirable only if there is
a particularly lovely view and then only in the family, living

‘ or dining rooms -~ never in the bedrooms.

C. HEIGHT OF WINDOW SILLS

|

All agreed that no window sill should be over 48 inches above
floor.

Reasons: So that you look out if you want to. Higher windows
are considered firetraps.

‘ D. TYPE OF WINDOWS

4 delegates preferred open-out casements,
3 delegates preferred double-hung windows.

Comments:

Open-out casements are practically worthless in Texas
because they don't keep out the dust and driving rain.

Double-hung windows are better for the New York area to
keep out the extreme cold.

E. NATURAL VENTILATION

It was agreed that builders should furnish window screens,
storm sash, screen and storm doors.

They should not furnish venetian blinds. Exterior shutters
should be provided only if they are functional.
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‘[I. EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

G.

H.

I.

Je

TYPE OF HOUSE

It was decided that the house should be one-story, with functions
normally provided by basement and attic, to be on the one floor.

Reasons given by Delegates:

(1) One-story because it was more convenient and there would
be no running upstairs.

(2) 4 other delegates preferred one-story because of convenience,
Some mentioned particularly for older people and those who
are disabled.

(3) 1 delegate preferred a split-level for privacy of bedrooms and
still not have too many steps.

(4) 1 delegate preferred two stories because children were not as
likely to play on the beds if the bedrooms were upstairs. It
helped to keep the bedrooms in order without extra work,

APPEARANCE OF HOUSE

By a very small majority, it was decided that the house should
be contemporary in appearance. Nobody wanted a house of ex-
treme design.

Comments:
It was mentioned that since we are going back to parlors, family

rooms and somewhat center-hall plans, the traditional house
would be very popular.

ROOF TYPE

It was agreed that the roof should be low-pitched.

EAVES

It was agreed that the roof should overhang at eaves to provide
some sunlight control and help keep windows clean.
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QII. LOT REQUIREMENTS

A, LOT SIZES

1'

- Minimum Lot Size

6500 sq. ft.

Minimum Lot Width
65 ft.

Minimum Lot Depth

100 ft.

Most of the delegates would prefer a lot a little deeper, but for
economy, settled for the 65 x 100 foot lot.,

Minimum Distance Between House Across Lots

It was felt that most houses today are much too close to each
other. Absolute minimum would be represented by a house with
high windows at side, and distance between houses at 10 feet,

- Minimum Distance Between Houses Across Rear Yards

No specific distances were set by delegates. However, all
expressed preference for a deeper rear yard than front yard.
It was generally agreed that a 15-foot set-back from front
sidewalk would be acceptable. With this minimum set-back of
15 feet, and house width at an average 26 feet, with lots of
100 feet depth, the resulting rear yard would be about 60 feet
and the distance between houses at rear, 120 feet.

Minimum Distance Between Houses ACross Stree_t

N6 “exact distances set by delegates. However, with a 15-foot
set~back of houses, and a 50-foot typical street, the resulting
distance would be 80 feet.
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QI. LOT REQUIREMENTS

‘B.

1.

- LOT USAGE

House Set-back Lines

While 15 feet was considered as an acceptable set-back, the
delegates agreed that the set-back for individual houses should
be varied.

- Reason: To relieve monotony and to give houses some degree

of individuality.

Outdoor Activities

It was agreed that the most important outdoor activity was
childrenls play. No specified area was determined for this;
it was concluded the children would play pretty much all over
the yard.

Second important activity was clothes drying. Space for this
is necessary even with automatic equipment.

Carports and Garages

It was agreed that the garage or carport should be attached to
the house.

Off~-Street Parking

Parking space should be provided on the lot and off-street.

Planting

(1) The builder should preserve existing trees.

(2) 4 delegates wanted to plant their own shade trees and
foundation planting; 3 delegates decided the builder should
provide them.

(3) It was the consensus that the builder should seed or sod
the front lawn.
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6.  Fences
Majority preferred front and side yards to remain unfenced
because it gives a sense of spaciousness. One delegate wanted

a fence around the front yard.

All delegates agreed that the back yard should be fenced in for
a safe place for the small children to play.

7.  Steps and Handrails
It was agreed that a handrail should be provided if there were
four or more risers at entrances. A platform should be pro-
vided, regardless of number of steps.

8. Power Lines

Power poles and overhead lines should run along the rear lot
‘ line of properties.

Reason: They would not interfere with a view of the house from
the street or the view out from the front of the house.

IV. NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING
A, STREET LAYOUT

1. Preferred Street Patterns
Curved streets are preferable. They make for a more attractive
neighborhood; tend to slow down traffic and thereby, make it
safer for children playing.

2. Sidewalks

Sidewalks definitely are necessary on both sides of the street.
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gf NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

A,

STREET LAYOUT

2. . Sidewalks - continued

Reasons: Bidewalks eliminate to some extent the tracking of
mud and dirt into the house. They are better for the children's
wheel toys. It is hard walking in the street pushing a baby
carriage. They lend a finished touch to the whole community.

3. Shade Trees

It was agreed that shade trees should be planted along public
stireets.

Reasons: In the warmer climates, they provide shade and keep
the general atmosphere cooler. For all climates, they beautify
the community and make the neighborhood more attractive,

4.  Houses on Heavily Trafficked Streets

The consensus was that the delegates would not buy a house that
was built on a busy street even if they had service roads and
planted islands.

Reasons: Because of noise, dirt and general inconvenience.

FACILITIES
1.  Maximum Distance to:
Mile Time
(1) Primary School 5/8 10-minute walk
(2) Secondary School 1 15~ ¢ »
(3) High School 1 15- "

Reason: All delegates thought schools should be within walking
distance, in order to do away with using the family car to trans-
port the children to school.

(4) Shopping Facilities 10 minutes travel
(6) Place of Employment 30 minutes travel
(6) Church 5/8
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l EV. NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

B. FACILITIES

1.

Maximum Distance to: (continued)

Reason: Delegates felt church should be located within the
community so that when children begin to grow up and have
their various church activities, independent of parents, they
could walk to and from church.

(7) Movies, Bowling and other commercial
recreation should be located at shopping
center 10 minutes travel

"Corner Grocery Store"

Majority wanted to keep the "corner grocery store™; 2 delegates
wanted to do away with it.

Those who wanted it retained said it should not be more than
four blocks away.

Reasons: Keep it as a convenience in case you needed to send
one of the children for loaf of bread.

With no store the children wouldn't be running to the store all
the time for candy.

All delegates agree that if the corner grocery store should
disappear, daily delivery services of milk and bread, and the
frequent delivery of fresh vegetables would be necessary.

Special Planning and Zoning

It was agreed that special site planning and zoning were
definitely necessary to protect adjacent homeowners of the
"ecorner store, "™

Other Community Facilities

It was agreed that each community should have available:
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QV. NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PLANNING

B.

FACILITIES
4,  Other Community Facilities - continued

(1) Library particularly valuable to the school child.

(2) All-night drug store available for filling prescriptions
at any time of night

(3) Small supervised playground for children.

(4) - Day Nursery.

V. CONSIDERATIONS OF ECONOMY

The group proceeded to develop planning principles for middle income
houses, not striving primarily for the lowest cost satisfactory house,
but establishing a range of choices by considering arrangements that
would permit economies at the same time that desirable features were
indicated which could be acquired if the family housing budget would
permit.

When this process was concluded the greup was asked what rooms they
would be willing to sacrifice if the cost of the house they had, in general,
developed, had to be reduced.

It was the consensus that they would give up successively the following:

1. Dining Room
2. Family Room, if absolutely necessary .

. A few delegates selected the small parlor as the next room to
be eliminated in lieu of the Family Room,

3. Garbage Disposal and Dishwasher, if necessary.
Desirable Additions: On the other hand all delegates expressed a

desire for a fireplace, either in the living room or family room;
preferably, in the latter location.

Dissatisfactions: In conclusion, the delegates stated that it was their
opinion that the quality of houses now produced for middle and low in-
come families is, in general, unsatisfactory in many respects, such
as the use of green lumber, leaking roofs, poor quality stucco and
other construction deficiencies. It was also pointed out that hot
water heaters, in general, are too small and wear out too quickly.
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‘ V. CONSIDERATIONS OF ECONOMY

It was the thought of the group that, if possible, some sort of warranty
extending for a long period than one year, should be provided the owner.

DREAM HOUSES
Mrs. Walter - Dallas, Texas

Entrance hall with access to all parts of the house other than through the living
room. Three bedrooms, two baths and extra commode in utility room, family
room, with wood-burning fireplace, parlor, kitchen with built-in equipment to
include dishwasher, disposal and stove. House to have air conditioning and to

be centrally heated. Wall-to-ceiling sliding windows in family room to open out
onto patio. Double~hung windows in the rest of the house, 4 to b feet high. House
to be traditional architecture of a modern design. Less front yard than back yard,
attached two-car garage with rear or side opening. No basement or attic, Utility
room and garage to have ample room for storage. '

Mrs. Bell - Seattle, Washington

Entrance hall with access to all parts of the house other than through the living
room. Three bedrooms, living room, dining room, family room, kitchen with
space enough for table and chairs, utility room and basement, two car garage,
1-1/2 baths. A wood~burning fireplace should be in the living room if large
enough or in the family room. The basement should be so constructed as to have
possibilities of converting it into whatever rooms you would like.

Mrs. Gaines -~ San Francisco, California

House that 1s well constructed, very livable with entrance hall giving access to

all parts of the house other than through the living room. Three bedrooms, 2-1/2
baths, small parlor, dining-family room combination and living room. A fireplace
in the living room if large, otherwise in the dining-family room combination, The
master bedroom should have a large walk-in closet with sliding doors. Kitchen
should be large enough to have a table and four chairs, a built-in oven and re=-
frigerator. Two-car garage, a basement instead of a utility room. House to be
of contemporary design -~ not extremely modern, There should be ample closet
space in the entrance hall for guests’ coats, hats, umbrellas, etc. The kitchen
should have adequate cupboards that are easily accessible and numerous electrical
outlets. Sliding doors wherever possible.
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Mrs. McQuiston - Salem, Cregon

A well constructed house of contemporary modern design with warmth in design
such as Swiss-Modern. Three bedrooms with a "U" shaped bedroom for the
children, with sliding doors between. Two complete baths, family room,
living room, utility room near bedrooms and kitchen. Working size kitchen
with a bar. Family room with back yard entrance and patio. Separate dining
room. Medium size living room, "L" shaped, with dining area. Small en-
trance hall with guest closet.

%

Mrs. Roggeman - Valley Stream, New York

Three bedrooms, large kitchen with space for table and chairs. The washing
machine should be in the kitchen too -- no utility room. Basement. Separate
dining room, living room -~ very large, and no family room. Attached garage --
oversized. Double-hung windows. Screened patio in back. Back entrance.

Two and one-half baths with half-bath adjoining the master bedroom. House

to be of contemporary design and to have a low-pitched roof.

Mrs. Hull - Eureka, California

Three bedrooms, family room to consist of kitchen, dining room and living room,
ali combined with a fireplace. One and a half baths. Plenty of air and light.
Good construction. Contemporary design. No outside patio. Would like curved
baseboards all over the house.

Mrs. Barton - Columbia, Missouri

Brick, insulated shingles or brick veneer on outside to cut down on upkeep.

Cape Cod or Colonial type, good garage and furnace. Insulation, storm windows
where needed. North and west living room to be avoided. Good roof, fireproof
asbestos shingles, or metal. Hot water automatic heater. Three bedrooms,
one large, other two may be smaller -~ all bedrooms to have long closets with
shelves and sliding doors and swing-out windows. Living room to be long with
fireplace -~ light on two sides and adequate outlets. Separate dining room with
built-in china cabinet, fairly large, plenty of light -~ overhead light and side
lights. Two or one and one-half baths, separated tub, commode and lavatory --
a separate partitioned unit in end containing bath tub. Linen closet in a hall near
bathroom. All rooms opening off a short center hall with a coat closet near
entrance, Kitchen to be modern -- cupboards reachable according to individual
woman's height or adjustable. In the bathroom, the commode and lavatory of
one bath is to be partitioned into separate unit, shower stall separate. The other
bathroom is to be standard with linen shelves, either in the bathroom or very
near ik the hall. Separate units desirable for a family with two or three teenage
children or where others live in your home.

\
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® | SUMMARY
; o
HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE AGENCY
Cn the basis of an analysis of the above report, it may be concluded that the

delegates at Table #10 would agree that the basic components of a house for a
growing family would be as follows:

1. Kitchen (work area) 8" x 12!
2. Laundry-Utility Room 6'x @
3. Half-Bath at Rear Entry 2.5 x b'
6. Parlor Living Room 12'x 14"
7. Front Entrance 4'x 6'
8. Parent's Bedroom 12" x 14!
9. Second Bedroom 12" x 14!

10. Third Bedroom 12V x 14!
11, Bedroom Closets 4@ 2'x 6!
12. Bath (Main) 6'x 8°
13. Linen Closet 2'x 2
. 14.  Single Garage 16' x 24!

If additional funds were available, and if there was no basement, the fol-
lowing modifications and additions would be made, in order:

1. Minimum room sizes would be increased to desirable
sizes stated.

. A garbage disposal and dishwasher would be included.

A Family Room would be included.

A Dining Room would be included.

A fireplace in the Family or Living Room would be included.
- A Den-Guest Room would be included.
. A Double Garage with storage would be included.

N o o o

If additional funds were available, and there was a basement, the above
order would be followed except for the inclusion of the Family Room, which
would be in the basement, together with Rear Entrance and Half-Bath.
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SUMMARY BY DISCUSSICN LEADER
Wednesday, April 25, 1956

Mrs. Rosalie Ehart:

While I am going to agree with Mrs. Gant that she probably had a
very fine panel, may I remind her that every mother prefers her own
kitten. We did not come up with a house with a specific number of square
feet, since we felt that due to the varied construction costs this will have
to be flexible. First, I will try to make this as brief as possible, the
rooms that we would like, and very, very brief on the details. In
general, we very much agree with the other panels.

We feel that the kitchen should have g dining area, the minimum size
8 x 12, desirable 10 x 14, and no one wants the laundry in our kitchen.
They were unanimous on a family room and no one wanted a pantry. How-
ever, they did want a combination laundry-utility room. It was felt that
some provision should be made for a rear entrance so that it would not
directly enter the kitchen. If the house is to have one-and-a-half baths,
then the half-bath should be off the kitchen near the rear entrance. An
attic was felt to be necessary although it was felt imperative that they
should have a dining room. A front entrance into the hall with a guest
closet is also believed important, ‘Three bedrooms were sufficient for
the majority. They believed that after the children grew up they would
either sell or trade, or perhaps rent the extra rooms for added income
if they were no longer able to care for it. An oversized garage was desired
as they plan to store the lawn mower and so forth there, and they don't
want a basement. They also plan to store baby carriages, bassinets,
and so forth, on a storage platform that they want to build in their garages
over the tops of their cars, thereby saving the money by not having an
attic, as well as not having a basement.

All of them were of the opinion that they wanted to buy their own
appliances and not have them provided by the builder. As for heating,
they preferred gas via forced air. One-story was preferable. They
felt the ceilings should.be a minimum of 8'-6". They want flat ceilings
because they felt with slanted ones they were living in chicken coops
and they do not like exposed beams because they think they are dust
catchers. They very definitely do not want an all-purpose bedroom-
playroom for children. They feel that the bedroom should be associated
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in a child's mind with rest and sleep. They do like a stall shower. How-
ever, if they have to choose between a tub and stall shower, they can't
have both, they would prefer the tub because of the children and older
residents of the home. They would like 100 ampere service to be in-

creased with the electrical appliances, and also outlets outdoors for the

use of Christmas lights and flood lights. They particularly stressed

that they want no extreme design. The lot size, 65 x 100, would be all
right. They prefer it deeper, but due to economy they will settle for less.
They feel that many families just can't pay for the extra space and it will
mean the difference between having a home and not.

Panel members and the moderator of the cross section special
group would like to thank Mr. Cole, Miss Heath, the HHFA, for the
opportunity to6 voice their opinion and, particularly, for being fortunate
enough to be on this experimental table, They would like too to express
their appreciation to Mr, O'Connor, our architect, for his advice, to
Mrs. Boyer, our recording secretary, for her patience and helpfulness,
and I would like to especially thank the members of the panel for being
so completely cooperative,

###



