Census 2000 Special Tabulations of Rents used to Rebenchmark FMRs and set Bedroom Rent Ratios

The data being made available here represent the public version of the rent distributions used to re-benchmark the FY2005 FMRs.  They differ from the actual distributions used to re-benchmark rents by rounding of the cell counts.  The Census Bureau prohibits release of  the un-rounded counts.   The differences between rents calculated with rounded counts and rents calculated with un-rounded counts are small in areas with sufficient sample.  The differences can be larger in areas with very small samples.

There are seven levels of geographic aggregation, three definitions of units, five bedroom size categories, and 99 rent categories.  The data have been split into five files organized by bedroom size to facilitate downloading.  Use of these data requires choosing a level of geographic aggregation (sumlevel) and a particular definition of unit (UnitType).  The recent mover distributions (UnitType = 5) are the distributions used as the basis of most re-benchmarked rents.

Tables available:

Efficiencies.csv – all data available for zero bedroom units.

OneBedroom.csv – all data available for one bedroom units.

TwoBedroom.csv – all data available for two bedroom units.

ThreeBedroom.csv – all data available for three bedroom units.

FourBedroom.csv – all data available for four bedroom units.

Seven levels of geographic aggregation. (Variable name:  sumlevel):

010 – National

040 – State

050 – county

060 – MCD

160 – place

380 – MSA

385 – PMSA 

Three types of unit characterization. (Variable name:  UnitType)

1 – All rental units  

This category includes all rental units including non-cash rental units

3 – Standard Quality

a.    Occupied Rental paying cash rent 

b.  Specified Renter – on 10 acres or less

c.  with full plumbing

d.  with full kitchen

e.  built before 1999

f.  meals not included in rent

5 – Recent Movers 

a.    Occupied Rental paying cash rent 

b.  Specified Renter – on 10 acres or less

c.  with full plumbing

d.  with full kitchen

e.  built before 1999

f.  meals not included in rent

g.    moved in within the last two years (recent mover)

Rent categories go from 0 to $2500 by $25 increments (except for the first interval which goes from $1 to $99.)  There are 99 rent categories.  

The rounding algorithm used by Census to round the distribution cell counts is:

0 count = 0

1 to 7 count = 4

all other counts are rounded to the nearest 5

Rents calculated from these data will differ from HUD produced FMRs for the following reasons:

1. Rounding of cells by Census (see above)

2. HUD’s adjustment for substandard and non-market rate units.

3. Use of standard quality rent over the recent mover rent.  HUD policy has been and continues to be that if the Census 2000 standard quality rent is higher than the recent mover rent, HUD uses the standard quality rent as the base rent.  

4. Use of an “Alternate Rent”.  Where there are less than 200 two-bedroom cases, HUD uses an alternate rent calculated using county groups defined by Census for its PUMS data sets.  Two hundred cases is considered the minimum number of cases to generate statistically reliable results.  The long form sampling rate is approximately 1 in 6, so 200 cases generally represents 33 actual observations.

5. Non-two bedroom rents might be adjusted to fall within standard bedroom ratios or might be adjusted to make the one bedroom unit rent greater than the efficiency rent, etc.

Record Layout:

	NAME
	TYPE:

1=numeric  

2=character
	LENGTH
	LABEL

	areaname
	2
	50
	Geographic Area Name

	medrent
	1
	5
	Median Gross Rent - 

	
	
	
	  This rent was calculated by Census on un-rounded counts

	sumlevel
	2
	3
	Summary Level Code

	
	
	
	010 - National

	
	
	
	040 - State

	
	
	
	050 - County

	
	
	
	060 - MCD

	
	
	
	160 - Place

	
	
	
	380 - MSA

	
	
	
	385 - PMSA

	count1
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $0 

	count2
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1 - $99 

	count3
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $100 - $124 

	count4
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $125 - $149 

	count5
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $150 - $174 

	count6
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $175 - $199 

	count7
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $200 - $224 

	count8
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $225 - $249 

	count9
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $250 - $274 

	count10
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $275 - $299 

	count11
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $300 - $324 

	count12
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $325 - $349 

	count13
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $350 - $374 

	count14
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $375 - $399 

	count15
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $400 - $424 

	count16
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $425 - $449 

	count17
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $450 - $474 

	count18
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $475 - $499 

	count19
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $500 - $524 

	count20
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $525 - $549 

	count21
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $550 - $574 

	count22
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $575 - $599 

	count23
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $600 - $624 

	count24
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $625 - $649 

	count25
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $650 - $674 

	count26
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $675 - $699 

	count27
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $700 - $724 

	count28
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $725 - $749 

	count29
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $750 - $774 

	count30
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $775 - $799 

	count31
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $800 - $824 

	count32
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $825 - $849 

	count33
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $850 - $874 

	count34
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $875 - $899 

	count35
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $900 - $924 

	count36
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $925 - $949 

	count37
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $950 - $974 

	count38
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $975 - $999 

	count39
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1000 - $1024 

	count40
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1025 - $1049 

	count41
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1050 - $1074 

	count42
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1075 - $1099 

	count43
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1100 - $1124 

	count44
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1125 - $1149 

	count45
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1150 - $1174 

	count46
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1175 - $1199 

	count47
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1200 - $1224 

	count48
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1225 - $1249 

	count49
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1250 - $1274 

	count50
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1275 - $1299 

	count51
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1300 - $1324 

	count52
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1325 - $1349 

	count53
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1350 - $1374 

	count54
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1375 - $1399 

	count55
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1400 - $1424 

	count56
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1425 - $1449 

	count57
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1450 - $1474 

	count58
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1475 - $1499 

	count59
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1500 - $1524 

	count60
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1525 - $1549 

	count61
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1550 - $1574 

	count62
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1575 - $1599 

	count63
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1600 - $1624 

	count64
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1625 - $1649 

	count65
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1650 - $1674 

	count66
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1675 - $1699 

	count67
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1700 - $1724 

	count68
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1725 - $1749 

	count69
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1750 - $1774 

	count70
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1775 - $1799 

	count71
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1800 - $1824 

	count72
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1825 - $1849 

	count73
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1850 - $1874 

	count74
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1875 - $1899 

	count75
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1900 - $1924 

	count76
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1925 - $1949 

	count77
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1950 - $1974 

	count78
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $1975 - $1999 

	count79
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2000 - $2024 

	count80
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2025 - $2049 

	count81
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2050 - $2074 

	count82
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2075 - $2099 

	count83
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2100 - $2124 

	count84
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2125 - $2149 

	count85
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2150 - $2174 

	count86
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2175 - $2199 

	count87
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2200 - $2224 

	count88
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2225 - $2249 

	count89
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2250 - $2274 

	count90
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2275 - $2299 

	count91
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2300 - $2324 

	count92
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2325 - $2349 

	count93
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2350 - $2374 

	count94
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2375 - $2399 

	count95
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2400 - $2424 

	count96
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2425 - $2449 

	count97
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2450 - $2474 

	count98
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2475 - $2499 

	count99
	1
	5
	Gross Rent $2500 - $high 

	state
	2
	2
	FIPS State Code

	county
	2
	3
	FIPS County Code

	place
	2
	5
	FIPS Place Code

	metro
	2
	4
	Metropolitan Area Code (MSA/PMSA)

	UnitType
	2
	1
	Unit characteristics code (see above)

	
	
	
	1 – All rental Units

	
	
	
	3 – Standard Quality rental units

	
	
	
	5 – Recent Mover rental units

	mcd
	2
	5
	FIPS County Subdivision Code


