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Sustainable Construction in Indian Country
Task la - Current Demonstration, Technical Assistance and Training Activities
Executive Summary

Description of Work

FirstPic, Inc. completed Task 1a and produced a letter report consisting of an executive summary
and two products. The first is a comprehensive list of key informants with extensive knowledge
about sustainable residential construction projects in American Indian and Alaska Native
(AIAN) communities. This listing was developed in consultation with the Government Technical
Monitor Mike Blanford, Eastern/Woodlands Office of Native American Programs Administrator
Kevin Fitzgibbons, and members of the FirstPic, Inc. team.' There was a systematic effort to
include key informants from diverse sectors, and to contact not only organizations that provide
training, technical assistance and/or funding, but also who are highly knowledgeable about other,
less visible entities working in Indian Country, and about sustainable construction projects that
currently are underway or recently have been completed.

Key informants represent federal and regional government (for example, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Office of Native American Programs (ONAP) Area
Offices, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and Department of Energy), non-
governmental organizations (for example, regional housing associations and housing councils),
research centers (for example, Cold Climate Housing Research Center and Construction in
Indian Country), tribal colleges, and a range of other affiliations.

The key informants, in turn, provided many additional contacts and organizations which are
catalogued on the second product: a list of organizations that provide training, technical
assistance, and/or funding to support sustainable construction activities in Indian Country. It was
compiled from the information obtained in the key informant interviews, augmented by the
material on their organizations’ Web sites, FirstPic’s follow-up research, and the 2011 Healthy
Homes Summit. The list consists of two categories: organizations that provide funding for
sustainable construction, and organizations that offer training and/or technical assistance to
support sustainable construction. Entities that offer both funding and training are listed in both
sections to facilitate identifying which organizations supply each of these services.

In order to provide the most useful picture of the services being offered in Indian Country, each
of the two listings includes:

Contact information

General description of services

Region served (if known)

Tribes served — note that an entity may serve more tribes than we were able to name
Other information —more details about the services offered and/or key informants’
perspectives on sustainable construction in Indian Country

! FirstPic, Inc. team members involved in development of the initial informant list included Kate Brown, Daniel
Glenn, Jim Anderson, Robert Nemeth, Lynda Lantz, Christine Velez, Laura Appelbaum, and Mindi D’ Angelo.
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Overview of Findings

There appear to be fewer “green” building services targeted toward AIAN communities for new
resident construction projects as compared to existing home projects. There are a limited number
of organizations providing training and technical assistance on new construction in Indian
Country. Key informants often mentioned the same entities in a given region: for example,
Cascadia Green Building Council in Alaska and the Pacific Northwest, Cold Climate Housing
Research Center in Alaska, and the Enterprise Green Communities program for Native
Americans in the Southwest.

A greater number of organizations provide training and technical assistance for increasing the
sustainability of existing homes. For example, the EPA does a lot of training on assessment and
remediation of indoor air quality and mold on existing homes. HUD conducts 12 energy
assessments annually as well as regional workshops which focus on energy efficiency and
rehabilitation. The federal Bonneville Power Administration has a low-income weatherization
program for tribes in the Pacific Northwest.

Educational entities such as tribal colleges are a good way for tribes to increase the number of
members with professional green building skills, but tribal colleges primarily are clustered in the
Great Lakes, the Dakotas, Montana and the Southwest. Red Feather Development Group and
Zuni Housing Authority both have implemented successful models for increasing the capacity of
housing authorities to carry out their own construction projects, but this is not common in Indian
Country. Most tribes work with the construction firms that are available in their area, and when
they use tribal members it is usually in relatively unskilled capacities. In at least one region,
tribes have had difficulty accessing construction firms with experience in sustainable
construction technologies. This is especially true when they are required to use the lowest bidder

While there are regional funding sources such as the Alaska Finance Corporation and the Greater
Minnesota Housing Fund, most of the funding for residential construction in Indian County
comes from government sources such as Indian Housing Block Grant (IHBG), Indian
Community Development Block Grants (ICDBG), and American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (ARRA) funds. Occasionally, funding for residential housing construction is tied into a
larger Community Development Plan; this is the case with the Thunder Valley Project in the
Pine Ridge Reservation. Housing Authorities and tribally designated housing entities (TDHEs)
typically combine funding from several or all these sources in conjunction with state or private
financing (for example, the New Mexico Mortgage Finance Authority).

Other Information

As part of the data collection process for Task 1a, we compiled a list of sustainable residential
construction projects that tribes recently have completed, are currently underway with, or are
planning. Although this is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory, it does provide a good
indication of the scope of sustainable construction activities taking place in Alaska and the lower
48 states. This list will be provided this week.



KEY INFORMANTS ON SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION IN INDIAN COUNTRY
JULY 18, 2011

Federal Organizations

Organization: Alaska ONAP

Contact Name: David Vought

Title: Native American Program Specialist
Phone: 907-677-9862

Email: david.vought@hud.gov

Organization: Bonneville Power Administration

Contact Person: Nathan Dexter, Tribal Affairs Manager or
Carrie Nelson, Low-Income Weatherization for Tribes
Phone: 503-230-7306; 503-230-4125

Email Address: nldexter@bpa.gov

Both out spoke with: Molly Moreland at 503-230-7685

Organization: Department of Energy Tribal Energy Program
Contact Name: Lizana Pierce

Title: Director

Phone: 303-2754727

Web Address: http://apps].eere.energy.gov/tribalenergy/about.cfim

Organization: Eastern Woodlands ONAP
Contact Name: Brian Gillen

Title: Native American Program Specialist
Phone: 800-735-3239 or 312-913-8626
Email: Brian.Gillen@HUD.gov

Organization: Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8
Contact Name: Alfreda Mitre

Title: Region 8, EPA Director, Tribal Assistance Programs
Phone: 303-312-6343

Organization: Northern Plains ONAP
Contact Name: Randall Akers

Title: Administator

Phone: 303-672-5160

Email: Randall.R.Akers@hud.gov
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Organization: Northwest ONAP
Contact Name: Tom Carney
Title: GM Director

Phone: 206-220-6204

Email: tom.carney@hud.gov

Organization: Southern Plains ONAP
Contact Name: Michelle Tinnin

Title: Native American Program Specialist
Phone: 405-609-8532

Email: Michelle.K.Tinnin@hud.gov

Organization: Southwest ONAP
Contact Name: Carolyn J. O'Neil
Title: Administator

Phone: 602-379-7235

Email: Carolyn.J.O'Neil@hud.gov

Organization: ONAP, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Contact Name: Robert Lamp

Title: Title VI Loan Guarantee Specialist
Phone: 202-402-4134

Email: Robert.A.Lamp@hud.gov

National Non-profit Organizations

Organization: Enterprise Green Communities

Contact Name: Rose Marquez
Phone: 505-216-0928
Email: rmarquez@enterprisecommunity.org

Web Address: http://www.enterprisecommunity.org/programs/native_american/

Organization: National American Indian Housing Council (NATHC)

Contact Name: John D. Siegnemartin

Title: Training and Technical Assistance Program Director

Phone: 850-939-4256
Email: jseignemartin@naihc.net
Web Address: http://www.naihc.net/

Key Informants
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Key Informants

Organization: National Tribal Healthy Homes Assessment, Training and Technical Assistance
Support Center

Contact Name: Mike Vogel

Title: Executive Director

Phone: 406-581-2432 or 406-994-5417

Email: mvogel@montana.edu

Web Address: http:/tribalhealthyhomes.org/

Regional Non-profit Organizations

Organization: Association of Alaska Housing Authorities
Contact Name: Dan Duame

Title: President

Phone: 907-563-2146 (work); 907-441-9313 (cell)
Email: dan.duame@aleutian-housing.com

Organization: Cold Climate Housing Research Center (CCHRC)
Contact Name: Jack Hebert

Title: President and CEO

Phone: 907-457-3454

Email: jack@cchrc.org

Web Address: http://www.cchrc.org/

Organization: Corporation for Supportive Housing, American Indian Supportive Housing
Initiative

Contact Name: Zoe LeBeau and Leah Lindstrom

Title: Senior Program Managers

Phone: 612- 418-0769 (cell)

Organization: Nevada-California Indian Housing Association
Contact Name: Phil Bush

Title: President

Phone: 530-596-4127

Email: bushconsulting@thegrid.net or modoclasseniaj@thegrid.net

Organization: Northwest Indian Housing Association (NWIHA)
Contact Name: Joe Diehl

Title: Executive Director

Phone: 206-290-5498

Email: nwiha@aol.com

Web Address: http://www.nwiha.org/index.html
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Key Informants

Organization: Southern Plains Indian Housing Association
Contact Name: Billy E. Komahcheet

Title: President

Phone: 405-547-2402 ext 231-work; 405-334-2184-cell
Email: bkomahcheet@iowanation.org

Web Address: http://www.spiha.org/default.aspx

Organization: Southwest Tribal Housing Alliance
Contact Name: Michael Chavez

Title: President

Phone: 505-782-4550 or 505-782-4564

Email: mchavez@pozha.org

Organization: United South and Eastern Tribes (USET) Environmental Liaison Office
Contact Name: Steve Crawford

Title: Natural Resources Chairman

Phone: 207-853-2600 x 238

Web Address: http://www.usetinc.org/Programs/USET-Environmental/HomeELO.aspx

Educational Organizations

Organization: College of Menominee Nation
Contact Name: Dr. Holly YoungBear-Tibbetts
Title: Dean of External Relations

Phone: 505-466-3206

Email: Tangram@hughes.net

Web Address: http://www.menominee.edu

Organization: Construction in Indian Country (CIIC) in partnership with the Arizona State
University, Del E. Webb School of Construction

Contact Name: Kim Silentman-Kanuho

Title: Senior Coordinator

Phone: 480-727-3105

Email: ciic@asu.edu

Web Address: http://construction.asu.edu/ciic/index.html
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ORGANIZATIONS CONDUCTING TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON
SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION IN INDIAN COUNTRY

JULY 18, 2011

Organization: Alaska Building Science Network (ABSN)
Contact Person: Scott Anaya, Executive Director
Phone: 907-562-9927

Email Address: absn@alaska.net

Web Address: http://www.absn.com/

Type of Activity: Training and technical assistance
Region Served: Alaska

Tribes Served: Under Village End Use Efficiency Measures (VEUEM), ABSN worked in
Arctic Village, Atmautluak, Brevig Mission, Chignik, Chitina, Crooked Creek, Ekwok, False
Pass, Hughes, Kipnuk, Kwethluk, Lower Kalskag, Levelock, New Stuyahok, Nightmute,
Nikolski, Pedro Bay, Saint Michael, Stebbins, Steven's Village, Stoney River, Takotna,
Tooksook Bay, Tuluksak, Tuntutuliak, Unalakleet, Upper Kalskag, White Mountain

General Description of Services: Each year, ABSN conducts over 100 trainings all throughout
Alaska for a variety of audiences such as residential contractors, housing authority staff,
mechanical contractors, energy raters, home owners, vocational technical students, rural facility
and maintenance managers, Real Estate agents, home inspectors, carpenters, and other groups
who request trainings. In addition to fee classes, ABSN gets funding from Alaska Housing
Finance Corporation, Alaska Eenergy Authority, Denali Commission, and the Environmental
Protection Agency to help facilitate many of their classes, especially those they conduct in rural
Alaska. Each year ABSN also provides technical assistance to dozens of individuals and entities
on a variety of building science topics.

ABSN's Community Energy Efficiency Program (CEEP) consists of energy efficiency audits,
training and upgrades performed primarily in rural Alaskan community buildings. ABSN's CEEP
Program started in January 2005. ABSN conducted work under an AEA’s VEUEM with funding
from the Denali Commission. From January 2005 to December 2010, ABSN completed work in
49 villages throughout Western and Interior Alaska to help them achieve energy savings by
replacing or installing energy-efficient lighting, switch boxes, motion sensors, set back
thermostats, weather stripping and low mass boilers.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Other Information: With high fuel prices, villages are working in cooperation with ABSN to
expand their work, providing in-kind labor, free housing, and additional supplies. As a result,
significant progress toward community energy efficiency is being achieved. Whenever possible,
ABSN hires local labor and provides project-specific training along with boiler maintenance
training (from Web site). ABSN publishes a quarterly newsletter, provides technical training
workshops, continuing education credits, can perform energy audits, make energy efficiency
recommendations, and train construction crews, building owners, maintenance workers and
occupants.

Their technical assistance ranges from simply answering an email or phone call, to proofing
building plans and energy systems, to providing hands-on technical training or inspection of the
building envelope or mechanical systems. For the most recent completed fiscal year, ABSN
provided technical assistance on approximately 175 occasions. Sample clients include: AHFC,
Energy Raters, Housing Authorities, Building America project in Hydaburg, Tribal
Governments, Habitat for Humanity, homeowners, Residential Contractors, and a variety of
other professions and entities.

Sample topics include: boiler sizing, vapor retarders, green building products, XPS foam, ice
dams, AkWarm, non VOC paint, energy savings, lighting, tax credits, Remote Wall Systems and
Outside Insulation Techniques, wet spray cellulose, ground source heat pumps, windows, attic
and crawlspace ventilation, water heaters, soy-based insulation, Building Energy Efficiency
Standards (BEES), duct leakage testing, EnergyGauge, blower door testing questions, thermal
loss for heated sidewalks, blueboard, caulks and foams, radiant heat, heat recovery ventilators,
boiler fuel use, green design, and a whole host of other building related topics.

2010 - 2012 Update: ABSN has new funding, over $3.4mil for work in 48 communities across
Alaska. In the next two years they will train approximately 175-200 local workers in these 48
Villages to conduct lighting and weatherization upgrades on their community buildings. Part of
this program is also funded through a partnership with the Bristol Bay Native Association and
they will conduct the same efforts in 14 communities in the Bristol Bay Region. ABSN also will
work in partnership with the Alaska Works Partnership and AHFC to develop a trained work
force in these communities that can conduct the energy efficiency upgrade work thoroughly and
safely. The communities ABSN will be working with include: Aleknagik, Chignik Lake, Clark's
Pt., Ekuk, Ekwok, Koliganek, Levelock, Manokotak, Naknek, New Stuyahok, Nondalton,
Portage Creek, Togiak, Twin Hills, Deering, Kiana, Shishmaref, Teller, Chignik, King Cove,
Kokhanok, Akutan, Cold Bay, False Pass, Port Heiden, Buckland, Elim, Kobuk, Koyuk, noorvik,
Saint Michael, Selawik, Shakoolik, Shungnak, White Mountain, Houston, Kachemak, Seldovia,
Gustavus, Hydaburg, Klawock, Pelican, Petersburg, Tenakee Springs, Thorne Bay, Aleknagik,
Clark's Pt., Dillingham, Egegik, and Newhalen.



Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Alaska Craftsman Home Program (ACHP)
Contact Person: Rob Jordan, Executive Director
Phone: 907-258-2247

Email Address: achp@alaska.net

Web Address: http://www.achpalaska.com/index.html

Type of Activity: Training
Region Served: Alaska

General Description of Services: Since its beginnings, ACHP has and continues to provide
education in energy-efficient building technology throughout the State of Alaska. All ACHP
workshops, publications, and projects are designed specifically for Northern regions. They offer
workshops for professionals, as well as free workshops for the public to do or direct energy
efficient improvements.

Other Information: The Alaska Craftsman Home Program, Inc. is an educational building
industry alliance that promotes energy-efficient housing that is cost-effective, healthy, and
durable . ACHP is the first program of its kind in the United States. It was formed in 1987 with
the assistance of the State of Alaska Office of Energy Programs, in conjunction with the
University of Alaska Cooperative Extension service, Energy Rated Homes of Alaska, and the
Alaska State Home Builders Association. ACHP was formed in 1987 (from Web site). It offers
Building Performance Institute Analyst Training, professional workshops, and classes.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC)
Contact Person: Mimi Burbage, Energy Specialist ; Scott Waterman, Energy Specialist
Phone: 907-330-8192 (Mimi); 907-330-8195 (Scott)

Email Address: mburbage@ahfc.us ; swaterma@ahfc.us

Web Address: http://www.ahfc.state.ak.us

Type of Activity: Training and funding
Region Served: Alaska

General Description of Services: AHFC is a self-supporting public corporation with offices in
16 communities statewide. It provides free classes for potential homebuyers and statewide
financing for multi-family complexes, congregate facilities, and single-family homes, with
special loans for first-time home buyers, low- and moderate-income borrowers, veterans,
teachers, nurses, public safety officers, and those living in rural areas of the state. AHFC is also a
key provider of energy and weatherization programs in the state. According to David Vought,
they are a "very significant housing partner throughout the state."
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Bonneville Power Administration
Contact Person: Nathan Dexter, Tribal Affairs Manager
Phone: 503-230-7306

Email Address: nldexter@bpa.gov

Web Address: http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/ About BPA/tribes/

Type of Activity: Funding, training and technical asistance
Region Served: Northwest

Tribes Served: Colville, Coeur d'Alene, Kalispel, Kootenai, Nez Perce, Spokane, Umatilla,
Upper Columbia United Tribes, Warm Springs, Yakama, Blackfeet, Burns Paiute, Ft.
McDermitt, Confederated Salish and Kootenai, Shoshone Bannock, Shoshone-Paiute Tribes,
Cedarville, Chehalis, Confederated Coos Lower Umpqua & Siuslaw, Coquille, Cow Creek,
Cowlitz, Ft. Bidwell, Grand Ronde, Hoh, Jamestown S’Klallam, Klamath, Lower Elwha,
Lummi, Makah, Muckleshoot, Nisqually, Nooksack, Pit River, Port Gamble S’Klallam,
Puyallup, Quileute, Quinault, Samish, Sauk-Suiattle, Siletz, Shoalwater Bay, Skokomish,
Snoqualmie, Squaxin Island, Stillaguamish, Suquamish, Swinomish, Te-Moak of Western
Shoshone, Tulalip, Upper Skagit

General Description of Services: Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) has a Tribal Energy
Group that provides training and funding for energy audits and whole house assessments. They
work with Tribes in Oregon, Idaho, and Washington. The local power company has to be
affiliated with Bonneville in order for the community to receive training and/or funds.

Other Information: BPA, a nonprofit federal agency, has two types of programs. It funds
energy efficiency measures through its public utilities. The public utilities select projects in their
service areas. There are also set asides for low-income weatherization projects for tribes. This
was how the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe installed ductless heat pumps in 30 percent of their
housing units. These were installed by the Clallam power utility district. The program was so
popular that the tribe funded the installation of additional units through its general fund.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Building Science Academy (BSA)
Phone: 616-887-2311

Web Address: http://www.buildingscienceacademy.com

Type of Activity: Training
Region Served: Michigan
Tribes Served: Keweenaw Bay Indian Community

General Description of Services: Building Science Academy is a licensed Michigan Proprietary
School with the State of Michigan that is committed to providing every individual with the skills
to enter the energy efficiency and green jobs work force. This includes entry level workers with
no experience in construction or energy auditing. They are committed to not just preparing
students for certification but with giving them the knowledge and hands-on experience and
capabilities to put their certification to work.

BSA students have access to over 300 hours of building science curriculum preparing them for
careers in the energy efficiency and the new green job economy. BSA is an affiliate training
organization of the Building Performance Institute (BPI) to provide Building Analyst and
Envelope Professional training courses for individuals who want to pursue a career related to
utility programs, weatherization programs or with contractors as energy auditors. In addition,
they offer Air Sealing and Insulation and Contractor Installation training courses. Their Web site
provides detailed information about all of the training that they offer.

BSA has a Tribal Training Director.

Other Information: BSA assists community colleges and universities in implementing energy
efficiency programs. In addition, BSA can accommodate the needs of many non-profits
specializing in renewable energy, recycling, and the environment by conducting specialized
training or expanding their existing training programs. They also partner with government
agencies and non-profits who are seeking federal grants in energy efficiency.

13


http://www.buildingscienceacademy.com/

Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Cascadia Green Building Council, a chapter of the U.S. Green Building Council
Contact Person: Mark Mastellar, Alaska Director
Phone: 907-373-2723

Email Address: mark@cascadiagbc.org

Web Address: http://www.cascadiagbc.org

Type of Activity: Training

Region Served: Oregon, Washington, British Columbia and Alaska, but also includes members
from as far away as Idaho and Montana. Helps the U.S. and Canada Green Building Councils
meet their goals in the Pacific Northwest

General Description of Services: Sponsors trainings and seminars. They are running a
competition for the Association of Alaska Housing Authorities, which wants to encourage green
building and reduce housing costs. The contest is for Living Aleutian Home Design Competition.
The competition will begin at the end of 2011 in partnership with the Aleutian Housing
Authority. The contest will be open October 1, 2011-January 18, 2012. They are seeking a
“practical, affordable and replicable design that is suited to the harsh landscape and high energy
and materials costs in the Aleutian tribal communities.

Cascadia does advocacy, research and technical consulting, outreach, education and training
(through lecture series and workshops).
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Cold Climate Housing Research Center
Contact Person: Jack Hebert; Michele Doyle
Phone: 907-457-3454

Email Address: jack@cchre.org; michele@cchre.org

Web Address: http://www.cchrc.org

Type of Activity: Research and housing design; education; training available in the future
Region Served: Alaska
Tribes Served: Anaktuvuk Pass, Native Village of Kwinhagek, Atqasuk

General Description of Services: The Cold Climate Housing Research Center (CCHRC) is an
industry-based, nonprofit corporation created to facilitate the development, use, and testing of
energy-efficient, durable, healthy, and cost-effective building technologies for people living in
circumpolar regions around the globe. Located in Fairbanks, Alaska, the Research Center was
conceived and developed by members of the Alaska State Home Builders Association and
represents more than 1,200 building industry firms and groups. Ninety percent of CCHRC's
charter members are general contractors from across the state.

CCHRC has its own architectural team to do housing design, and the Sustainable Northern
Communities program focuses on green building. CCHRC has sponsored prototype homes in a
number of communities (see Alaska ONAP and other information). CCHRC provides
information and education on solar power, solar thermal, wind power, heating systems and
energy efficiency. David Vought reported that they are trying to get funding to create designs for
tribes, because one design won't meet the needs of every part of Alaska.

Other Information: The Sustainable Northern Shelter project was initiated in 2008 to address
the needs for sustainable rural housing in northern climates. The project investigates, develops
and incorporates many sustainable solutions that will benefit northern communities by
demonstrating a culturally designed, affordable, replicable and simply constructed home that
uses very little water or energy. As interest in the program grew, the title was changed to
Sustainable Northern Communities to reflect the many projects now being done in different areas
of the state. The Tagiugiullu Nunamiullu Housing Authority (TNHA) is partnering with CCHRC
to develop a design for affordable, energy efficient, healthy, homes in six North Slope villages.
The homes feature a unique foundation system adapted to the permafrost conditions in the high
arctic. Up to four homes will be constructed in the community of Atqasuk, with plans to expand
design and construction in the communities of Wainwright, Point Lay, Nuigsut, and Kaktovik.
This project includes the prototype homes that were built in Anaktuvuk Pass and Kwinhagek.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: College of Menominee Nation
Contact Person: Dr. Holly Youngbear-Tibbetts
Phone: 505-466-3206

Email Address: Tangram@hughes.net

Web Address: http://www.menominee.edu

Type of Activity: Research and education
Region Served: National
Tribes Served: All

General Description of Services: Menominee is internationally recognized for their work in
sustainable construction. They have a sustainable residential building systems technical diploma.
They partner with the U.S. Forest Service to do sustainable forestry research and education, and
they have an extension center (with the Forest Products Lab).

Other Information: Tribal colleges are a good way to move the message of sustainable
construction forward for two reasons: (1) Campuses are using green materials and design in the
construction of their buildings and are excellent demonstration sites, and (2) Tribal colleges offer
a building trade program that includes application of green materials, technology, and design.
There are 36 tribal colleges clustered in few areas: Great Lakes (11), New Mexico (1), Arizona
(2), Montana (7), North Dakota (4), South Dakota (5), Pacific Northwest (1). A list of tribal
colleges can be found at: http://www?2.ed.gov/about/inits/list/whtc/edlite-tclist.html
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Construction in Indian Country (CIIC), Arizona State University, Del Webb
School of Construction

Contact Person: Kim Kanubo

Phone: 480-727-3105

Email Address: ciic@asu.edu
Type of Activity: Training
Region Served: Southwest
Tribes Served: Navajo

General Description of Services: Mission is to promote positive construction in native
communities and to educate Native Americans. Offer workshops through annual construction
convention held each April or May. Completed 8th annual conference this past April. This year
adding mobile seminars -- go to communities and provide information on "Construction 101" --
they teach people about the construction process. They provide training to tribes and contractors.

Other Information: (1) They are working on becoming a clearinghouse for all the construction
needs in Indian Country -- want to be a one-stop shop, the go-to place for Indian construction.
(2) They have not focused on sustainable construction training, but Kim stressed that they have
the capacity to put together training on any construction issue. They tailor their seminars to the
needs of their audience. They use a network of speakers who can train in the areas of interest. (3)
They will be charging for workshops and training, with cost starting at $5,000.

Their annual conference included one session titled Indigenous Materials and Sustainable
Practices. The panel featured a construction company which uses sustainable design and
construction practices; an overview by a company which uses geothermal energy for commercial
scale projects on tribal lands leading to cost and water saving and other environmental benefits;
and a Native-owned photovoltaic solar development company which specializes in turnkey solar
solutions in Indian Country.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Denali Commision (The)
Contact Person: Karen Johnson, Program Manager
Phone: 907-271-3036

Email Address: karenj@denali.gov

Web Address: http://www.denali.gov

Type of Activity: Training and funding
Region Served: Alaska

General Description of Services: The Denali Commission has placed job training at the center
of its comprehensive plan for economic growth in Alaska. This includes construction. In just a
few short years, the Commission has made significant strides in assisting rural communities with
their workforce development needs. As the Commission funds projects for new clinics, roads,
and tank farms, it also builds sustainability into those projects by providing training for local
residents to maintain and operate the new facilities. Types of projects funded include
infrastructure related energy cost reduction and renewable and alternative energy.

Other Information: Introduced by Congress in 1998, the Denali Commission is an independent
federal agency designed to provide critical utilities, infrastructure, and economic support
throughout Alaska. With the creation of the Denali Commission, Congress acknowledged the
need for increased inter-agency cooperation and focus on Alaska's remote communities. Since its
first meeting in April 1999, the Commission is credited with providing numerous cost-shared
infrastructure projects across the State that exemplify effective and efficient partnership between
federal and state agencies, and the private sector. Under "project database" on their Web site,
can click on the State of Alaska icon to view an interactive map of all Denali Commission
projects by funding year, location, and program area.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Development Center for Appropriate Technology
Contact Person: David Eisenberg, Executive Director
Phone: 520-624-6628

Email Address: strawnet@gmail.com

Web Address: www.dcat.net
Type of Activity: Training and technical assistance

General Description of Services: Education through publications, presentations at conferences,
universities, and speaker series; Web-based resources, including: Forum for information, referral,
and communication for sustainable building issues; Referrals to human and technical resources
on alternative technologies, natural building, and code issues; Consulting services on alternative
building systems, such as straw bale construction and on integrated design processes; Technical
workshops on alternative building materials & methods for local, regional, state, and national
building code organizations; Training for the building and design communities on code-related
issues.

Other Information: Tribal building codes specialist

19


strawnet@gmail.com
www.dcat.net

Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Enterprise Green Communities, National Rural and Native American Initiative
Contact Person: Rose Marquez
Phone: 505-216-0928

Email Address: rmarquez@enterprisecommunity.org

Type of Activity: Funding and training

General Description of Services: The National Rural and Native American Initiative funded the
Sustainable Native Communities Collaborative. Some of their other rural projects, (like Chuska
Apartments in Gallup, NM), may benefit Native Americans but are not developed with tribes.
They conduct some training sessions at conferences.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 (construction waste)
Contact Person: Ms. Dolly Tong
Phone: 312-886-1019

Email Address: Tong.Dolly@EPA.gov

Type of Activity: Training
Region Served: Eastern/Woodlands

General Description of Services: Dolly Tong heads-up the Region V Tribal Solid Waste and
Pollution Prevention initiative, which includes construction waste. She has conducted numerous
presentations and training for tribes including recycling and reuse, waste reduction, and funding
sources.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Regions 8 and 9
Contact Person: Michelle Baker, EPA Region 9; Alfreda Mitre, EPA Region 8
Phone: 415-972-3206

Email Address: baker.michelle@epa.gov

Web Address: http://www.epa.gov/regiond/recycle/green-building-toolkit.pdf

Type of Activity: Training and funding
Region Served: National

General Description of Services: EPA Region 9 provides grants for pilot projects. They have
developed a training workshop, fostered partnerships with other federal agencies such as HUD
and DOT, and coordinated with non- governmental agencies such as Green Building Council.
They work to respect tribal sovereignty and support tribal vision for sustainable construction.
They have developed a Sustainable Design and Green Building Toolkit that is available for
download from the Web (not tribal specific). Region 8 has partnered with HUD to provide
training on Green Building Codes.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College

Web Address: http://www.fdltcc.edu/academics/departments/certificate/clean-energy-
technology.shtml

Type of Activity: Training

General Description of Services: Clean Energy Technology Certificate emphasizes alternative
and renewable energy systems paired with conventional electrical courses. Offers students the
ability to work in the field of clean energy in a residential, tribal community, or business setting.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Greater Minnesota Housing Fund
Contact Person: Janne Flistrand

Web Address: www.mngreencommunities.org/about/index.htm

Type of Activity: Funding and technical assistance
Region Served: Minnesota

General Description of Services: Green charettes and technical assistance to Minnesota
projects.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Green Native Council
Contact Person: Tony Monroe
Phone: 509-575-3898

Email Address: tmonroe(@northwestnativearchitecture.com

Web Address: http://www.greennativecouncil.com/

Type of Activity: Technical Assistance, training, education
Region Served: National
Tribes Served: Yerington Paiute, Yurok, Yakama

General Description of Services: Green Native Council provides technical assistance, training,
and consulting services to assist AIAN communities to create sustainable housing solutions. It
teaches affordable, replicable, and sustainable approaches to commercial and home design and
construction. Green Native Council organizes programs and works alongside tribal members to
design and build needed sustainable homes. The Council provides technical expertise to help
local tribes, government designers, and builders implement requirements; administers impartial
third-party inspection and verification, which ensures the program requirements have been met;
and issues certification that projects have been constructed to the green building requirements.

Green Native Council has developed a reviewer and inspector certificaton training program. This
training program certifies local area reviewers and inspectors in quality assurance methods
designed for construction. This includes either online or classroom training and passing the
Green Native Council exam. Green Native Council can also provide custom training. (Web site)

Other Information: Prior to any project, Green Native Council staff conducts informational and
educational seminars on the Reservation to educate tribal members about sustainable
construction techniques and community planning. In addition, Green Native Council can assist
tribal members with the complicated mortgage process and collaborates with Indian Housing
Authorities to facilitate individual homeownership. Once a project is complete, there is ongoing
collaboration between tribal homeowners, TDHESs, and Green Native Council, as each home or
facility serves as an example for the rest of the Reservation Community of how to create a
beautiful, super-insulated, affordable home. Green homes incorporate environmental
considerations and resource efficiency into every step of the building and development process
to minimize environmental impact. The design, construction and operation of a home must focus
on energy and water efficiency, resource efficient building design and materials, indoor
environmental quality, and must take the home's overall impact on the environment into account.
However, many of the processes and technologies that go into a green home happen behind the
scenes and behind the walls. (Web site)
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: ONAP, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Type of Activity: Training

Region Served: National

Tribes Served: All

General Description of Services: Greener Homes Summit. Planning for third year. Provides
overview of sustainable technologies and renewable energy. Presenters include communities
with sustainable residential projects.

ONAP also conducts energy audits in each of the six regions and regional training workshops on
improving air quality and energy efficiency in tribal housing. These sessions focus more on
rehabilitation rather than new construction.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Intertribal Council of Arizona (ITCA)

Phone: 602-258-4822

Web Address: http://www.itcaonline.com/program_weather.html
Type of Activity: Technical assistance and training
Region Served: Arizona

General Description of Services: The ITCA Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP)
coordinates weatherization upgrades for low income households on tribal lands with the goal of
lowering the annual utility bills for low income families. Tribes may coordinate the entire
program with reimbursement provided for work completed on each eligible home or choose to
have the ITCA coordinate and manage the program, with ITCA directly contracting the
weatherization work. ITCA will train the tribe to do its own weatherization.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa Community College
Contact Person: Dan Owens
Phone: 715-634-4790

Email Address: dowens@]lco.edu

Web Address: http://www.lco.edu/catalog/deg/gbc.html

Type of Activity: Training
Region Served: National
Tribes Served: All

General Description of Services: Has a Green Building Carpentry Certificate Program that
includes classroom and on-site activites. The Green Building Carpentry Certificate is designed
for students to develop skills needed to perform carpentry tasks in compliance with green
residential construction. The courses are taught in classroom, lab, and actual building sites so
students are more fully prepared to gain sustainable employment.

Also has a Renewable Energy Certificate that offers coursework on the installation and
maintenance of renewable enrgy systems. This program is designed to introduce students to the
field of renewable energy (RE) and also provide a means to develop hands-on skills for installing
and maintaining RE systems. The program provides a foundation for students preparing for
employment in the RE industry. When coupled with business training, this program can prepare
the graduate for a career as a RE self-employed business owner.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Leech Lake Tribal College
Contact Person: Saul Saucedo
Phone: 218-335-4287

Email Address: saul.saucedo@lltc.edu

Web Address: http://lltc.edu/academics/degreeprograms/carpentryelectrical.htm

Type of Activity: Training
Region Served: National
Tribes Served: All

General Description of Services: Provides 1-year Construction Trades or 2-year Electrical
Trades Diplomas with some coursework in sustainable design, interior and exterior
environmental design. Students participate in building an Eco-Affordable house which is sold
and transported to a local homebuyer.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: National American Indian Housing Council (NAIHC)

Contact Person: John Siegnemartin, Training and Technical Assistance Program Director;
Dennis Daniels, Deputy Director

Phone: 850-939-4256 (John); 202-454-0912 (Dennis)

Email Address: jseignemartin@naihc.net; ddaniels@NAIHC.NET

Web Address: http://www.naihc.net/

Type of Activity: Training
Region Served: National
Tribes Served: All

General Description of Services: NAIHC recieves set-aside money from Indian Housing Block
Grant program. The bulk of NAIHC's training and technical assistance is provided through a
cooperative agreement with IHBG for training in how to run a housing program, financial
management, board development, etc. NAIHC does very little work on sustainable development.
Most of their sustainable development training is classroom training delivered through
subcontractors. This year, they are working with a new contractor (see TRAVOIS) to provide an
introduction to the concept of sustainable construction.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Native American Housing Services (NAHS)

Contact Person: Sharon Wise

Phone: 405-990-0066

Type of Activity: Funding, technical assistance and can put trainings together

General Description of Services: (1) Sharon doesn't do training but she knows who can, and
she can put trainings together. (2) She is a certified CDHO. (3) Her organization administers
HOME funds, tax credits and leveraging. Based on mission, works with other groups to develop
affordable housing. (4) Specifically, according to NAHS' mission statement, they provide
technical assistance to TDHESs to strengthen organizational and individual capacity; create
Homebuyer Education curriculum; and provide property management and "lease to own"
programs to create avenues to homeownership.

Other Information: Based on the mission statement, they may not do training in sustainable
construction; however, they help put together and fund affordable housing projects and do
homebuyer education.
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Training and Technical Assistance

Organization: Native Learning Center
Contact Person: Holly Tigers Bowers
Phone: 954-966-6300

Email Address: Htiger@SemTribe.com

Web Address: http://www.nativelearningcenter.com/

Type of Activity: Training

General Description of Services: The Native Learning Center strives to strengthen the Native
American tradition of living in harmony with nature through supporting planet-friendly and
sustainable practices by using today’s newest tools. The Housing Str