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BI,ACKS PAY MORE FOR LESS

Blacks living in low-i-ncome areas of major cities pay on the average

more for shelter than whites living in the same areas; a higher proportion of

blacks than of whites must devote an inordinate amount of i-ncome to housing

expense; and yet a much higher proportion of blacks than whites l-ive in

overcrowded houslng.

Such are the results of an analysis of data on housing expense and

overcrowdi-ng contained in &nployment Profiles of Sel-ected Low-fncome Areas, I

published by the U. S. Bureau of the Census in recent months.

In each of the 51 cities in which the survey was made, the Census

delineated the areas with substantial numbers of persons with 1ow i-ncome. The

ci-ty populations covered by the surveys number in toto nearly p rri11ion,

about half b1ack, 12 percent Spanish, 36 percent whi-te non-Spanish, and

2.6 percent Itothersrr, meaning Oriental-s and American Ind.ians.

For comparing housing expenses, it is important to know that in the low-

income areas the variations in median incomes between white, b1ack, and

Spanish are not very great. Among fanllies with rn,le heads, black median

income is 95 percent of the white median; the Spanish median :-s Bh percent of

tLre white medlan. The .income difference is greater among the smaller number

of households headed by a woman.

When the figures for the 5t c:-ties are averaged out for famll-ies with male

heads, the medlan monthly housing expense for bl-acks is $95 compared. to $29 tor

\. t. Bureau of the Census, Employment Profiles of Selected Low-Income Areas.
Series PIIC(3), A972. Al-1 tables in this report are derived from thj-s series.
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whites, and $85 for Spanish speaking. Housing expense absorbs more Lhan 25

percent of income in about a fifth of the bl-ack and Spanish speaking families,

and in only 1)+ percent of the white families. In spite of the higher housing

expense, blacks live in overcrowded housing twice as frequently as whites and

Spanish speaking three times as frequently as non-Spanish whites.

The data provided here document what has long been known to the observerr
concerned with the effects of dj-scrimination in the housing rnarket and the

resufts of a dual market system, the fact that blacks and famil-ies of Spanish

ori-gin pay more for less.

There are wide variations when data for individual cities are analyzed.

In the Chicago low-income areas, to give one example, the monthly housi-ng

expense for bl-ack families with male heads is $123, compared to $BB for

white, and $97 for Spani-sh speaking families. In 35 percent of the black

falnlIies, as against 1l percent of white and 19 percent of Spanish farri-1ies,

housing expense absorbs more than 2$ percent of family i-ncome. YeL, 22

percent of the bl-ack and 30 percent of the Spanish live in crowded housing as

compared to l0 percent of the white fanrilies.

In Louisville, Kentucky, in contrast, the differences between black and

white are insignificant.

Spanish speaking househol-ds face circumstances sirlll-ar to those encountered

by blacks in the housing market. In Chicago the dollar housing expense of

Spanish families i-s l-ower than that of bl-acks, but the degree of crowding is

higher among Spanish than among black families. In Miami-, in contrast, the

housing expense of Spani-sh families is higher than that of both non-Spanish

whites and. blacks. No fess than l+0 percent of the Spanisfr farnilies in the
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low-income areas spend more than 2$ percent of income for housing, and stil-l

the degree of crowding is three times as high as among non-Spa.nish whites,

though Less than among bl-acks. fn Forth Worth the Spanish famllies, too,

have the highest ratio of families with excessive housing expense and by far

the highest degree of overcrowding.

Fernale-headed households--white, black, and Spanish--have a harder time

in the housing nrarket than households wi-th rtale heads. The reason is that

their i-ncomes are not much more than one-haIf of the male headed households.

The averages for tne 51 cj-ties (taUfe f) show that the monthly do11ar housing

expense of female headed househol-ds is only slightly lower than the average

for male headed households. Since nearly the same housing cost is paid out of

a rmrch sneller income, the percentage devoting more than 2l percent of income

for shelter expenses rj-ses to a third for white and black farnilies and to 55

percent among the Spanish families with fenrale heads. Crowding is about three

times as frequent among black and Spanish speaking households as among the

non-Spanish whites.

There are dlfferences in the characteristics of white, b1ack, and Spanish

speaking famllies that have a bearing on the crowding factor. The black and

Spanish speaking fanrilies are somewhat larger than the white famllies. Thus,

a slightly higher degree of crowding would be expected among the ninority

group fanilies. But the difference in famlly size is not great enough to

explain why crowding is twi-ce as frequent among blacks and three times as

frequent among Spanish speaking as among whites.

The whj-te persons living in the low-income areas differ in age compositi-on

from the black and Spanish speaking. More than a fifth of the whi-te, compared
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to a tenth of the black and l-ess than a twel-fth of the Spanish speaking

persons are in the older age bracketsr 65 and over. And the whites, on the

average have lived in the particular city longer than their black or Spani-sh

counterparts. These factors rey explain some, but certainly not all of the

differences in dollar housi-ng expenditures.

The Employment Profil-es provide a rnass of data on the labor force

characteristics of the people living in low-income areas: what kind of jobs

they have; how rnrch they make; how many are employed and for how l-ong; how

many are unemployed or underemployed and the reasons for being unemployed or

underemployed; how long families lived in the city and where they came from

originally; where they work, in the city, in the low-income area or outside

the city; how they get to work and how mrch it costs them to get to their

jobs; what channels they use to find a job. Most of these data are provJ-ded

separately for ral-e and fernal-e, white and black.

The bl-ack proportion of the total population living in the desi-gnated

low-income areas ranges from 6.1 percent in Minneapolis to 90.1- percent in the

District of Columbia. The Spanish proportion in the 19 cities for whi-ch such

data are provided ranges from 1 percent in Detroit to 73 percent in

San Antonio.

Four cities have higher proportions of Spanish speaking persons than of

bl-acks in the 1ow-i-ncome area populations. They are San Antonio, Phoenix,

Denver, and Miami.

Elfriede Hoeber
August 1972



TABI,E 1.

Hous ens Median Income and

Race and c n 1

Non-Spanish
White

797,o0o
$Br203
$tg

l)+.2

9.5

1BOr00o
$l+,803
ffie

33.3

7.8

of Fanllies

BlackFarl.llies with male head

Number of fanilies
Medlan income
I4edlan housing exlpense

Percent payang more than 25% ot
income for housi-ng

Percent in crowded housing
(more than 1 person per room)

Families wi-th female head

Number of fanllies
Median income
Median housing expense

Percent pafang more than 25% ot
income for housing

Percent in crowded housing
(more than 1 person per roorn)

1ro11roo0
$7,778

$e5

79.6

19.0

5Bl+,000
$3,92)+
$sr

32.7

2\.)t

Spanish

295,ooo
$6,929
$85

19.0

29.5

55.o

2.l+. B

109
$3,

$B

000
l+3

t
7
7

EITI/mth
B/72

ow- ome Areas ofl_n Cities



TABLE 2.

New York

nse lGdian Income and Cr of
es ow- come

Areas of Cities Race and Ethnic
cities ranked by size o total- population

Non-Spani-sh
White

Median i-ncome

Chicago

Median housing expense
Percent payrng more than 25% of income

for houslng
Percent crowded

Median income

Los Angeles

Median housi-ng expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Medi-an income

Philadelphia

Median houslng expense
' Percent payrng more than 25% of income

for housi-ng
Percent crowded

Median income

Median housing expense
Percent paying more than 25% of income

- 
for housing J/Percent crowded-

67, B0g

$123 $gt

$t,5t5 $t ,t5z

$86

19. B

13.0

$8, oz5

$BB

13 .3
10.2

$B,595

$Po

t7.6
B.B

$8,5)+Z

$58

Bl-ack

$103

22.3
20. B

$105

$za

12 .8
10. B

$8,l+Bz

$7,61)+

Spanish

$Bz

2l-.5
27.t

$6,637

$Bs

t7.5
J>.4

$7, LB9

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

1B

30
3)+. B

22.3

B

9

B

3

23.
1B

9.1
7.6

$8,606

!/*or" than one person per room
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Detroit

Median housi-ng expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Houston

Medlan housing expense
Percent pafing more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Baltimore

Median housing expense
Percent pafing more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Da1las

Median housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Medi-an income

Washington, D. C.

Median housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Non-Spanish
White

$Bz

Black

$q:

16. B

13.0

$8,866

$86

l.6.5
23.1

$T,3To

$ro5

17 .1+

t3.g

$8,505

$6,9+l

$uz

Spanish

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

$zg

$zr

th
B

3
0

$7,9t6

11.6
9.8

11 3
93l+

B

l+

$B 
'396

$8,998

$Br

$roo

$t,560

$a29

1l+

6

$7,556

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

$75

16.8
)+f.Z

$6,32:-

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

20
25

2t.o
11. B

$qr

7
3

6
)+

20
t9

27.6
2J,

Median income 99,B9T $8, zlro
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Cleveland

, Median housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of i-ncome

for housing

. 
Percent crowded

Ivledian income

Indlanapolis

Median housing expense
Percent paying more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Medi-an income

Milwaukee

Median housi-ng expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

San Francisco

Median housing expense
Percent paying more than 25fr of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

San Diego

Medlan housi-ng expense
' Percent pafing more than 25% of income

for housi-ng
Percent crowded

Non-Spanish
White

$za

$8,20)+

$zp

a3.6
13.0

$7, Bl+B

$83

10.9
9.3

$9 
'1,63

$117

$8,658

Bl-ack

$e5

16.g
9)+

$B,695

$85

$pz

15

$8,999

97,861

Spanish

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/t.
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/n,

N/A

t2
10

9
7

l-7.6
l-7.5

25.8
\.7

7
l+

t6

(
7

2

7
32
a5

$r:o $rr:

28.6
il+.2

$z,7Bo$B,o&

$pr$85

1B
1B

18.L
l.2.3

$za

t5
3)+

0
?

Medlan income $5,9tt $7,839 $5,p]+g
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San Antonio

Medlan housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of j-ncome

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Boston

Medi-an housing expense
Percent paf-Lng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Memphi-s

Medlan housi-ng expense
Percent payang more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

St. Louis

Medi-an housing expense
Percent payang more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Medlan income

New Orleans

Median housing expense
Percent payrng more than 257[ of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Non-Spani-sh
tlhite

$3e

$6,675

$t0l+

16.1
10.5

$9,180

$71+

$6,896

$65

l-3.7
a9.7

$7,:-97

Bl-ack

$69

7-6
t2 )+

$7,]-59

fi:.zt

23.6
13.)+

$8, 989

$6'55t

$tg

20.o
2l+ .8

$6, q6a

Spanish

$ )+o

7.5
35.8

$5,939

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

9.2
6.8

$69

l_1.1
28.1

15.1
2.8

$81 $75

20.5
29.t

t5 )t
9.7

Median income $B,oo1 $6,r78
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Phoenix

' Median housing expense
Percent payrng more than 25% of income

for housing
, Percent crowded

Median income

Columbus

Median housing expense
Percent payrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

I4edlan income

Pittsburgh

Median housing expense
Percent payrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Medlan income

Denver

Median housing exOense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Kansas Ci t Mi-ssouri

Median housing expense
Percent pafang more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Non-Spanlsh
White

$83

$8, ol+r

$75

$6'93o

$52

$T,93o

$B)+

l'5.6
7.\

$7, 82B

$tz

Black

$86

18.2
17.1+

97 ,667

$zs

17.1
11.7

$7,70r

$7,392

$Bq

16.6
l.2.6

97,61\

$Bz

12 .8
l-3.9

$t ,t5a

Spanish

$tz

$7, Z BB

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N4,

N/A

$Br

17.6
21.0

$6, Bl+2

N/a

N/A
N/L

N4.

l+

B

1l+

13

t)r.5
11.1+

75
12

9.1
g.B

2

3

10
36

$zs

3

t2
10

1

Median income $T,5o9
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Atl-anta

Median housing expense
Percent pafing more than 25% of i-ncome

for housi-ng
Percent crowded

Median income

Buffalo

Median housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Medlan income

Cincinnati

Median housing expense
Percent pafing more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

I4edian income

Mi-nneapolis

Ibdi-an housing expense
Percent pafing more than 25% of incorne

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Fort Worth

Median housing expense
Percent pafing more than 25f6 of income

for.housing
PerCent CrOr,,lded

Non-Spanish
White

$zo

$5, gl+o

$7,99o

$zr

t5.9
22.7

$6,857

$roz

$B,PhB

$6:

11

Black

fie
t5 -o
23.3

$6,899

$za

$86

18.)+
20.3

$T,253

$r:z

$p,l+zl+

Spanish

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

20.5
13.3

$6;

t5
B

12.l
6.0

I
1

$7,96:-

t7.2
7.2

21.),
6.5

$75

th.o
25.8

.0

.5
B

$68

l-8.1
35.7

Median income $7,087 $z, rl+5 $6,866
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Toledo

'Merlian houslng expense
Percent payang more than 25% of income

for housing
r Percent crowded

Medlan income

Portland

Median housing expense
Percent pafang more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Newark

Medlan housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

0kLahorra City

Median housing expense
Percent payang more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Medi-an income

Oakland

. Median housing expense
Percent payang more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

$aa $tzz

$l,gl+5 $B,l*3r

Non-Spanish
White

$6t

$B,oro

$Bl+

18. g
l+.3

$7 )t52

$6:

l.2.6
11.1

$6'tTB

$so

t5.6
5.2

$7,39:.

Black

$75

$8,273

$B:

11+.6
11.9

$z,3rB

ffie

Spanish

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A,

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

$toh

30.6
27.5

$7r oB7

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

$BB

12.l-
8.1

B.g
5.t

il+.1
21.7

0
B

tg
l-1

l-7.6
17.0

$6,501+

$115

ilt.6
l-7.9

$8,2O5

16.)+
17.6

Median income $t,z5B
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Louisville

Median housing exlpense
Percent paying more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Itledian income

Omaha

Median housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Miand

Median housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25i[ of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

tulsa

Median housing expense
Percent payrng more than 25% of income

for houslng
Percent crowded

Medi-an i-ncome

St. Paul

Median housing expense
Percent pafilng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Non-Spanish
White

$68

B

3

$6,6\6

$72

10.3
9.9

$7,635

$92

25.5
6.3

$6,1h7

$7)+

l.2.7
9-6

$7,l+z

$91+

l_0.2
7.9

$g,7tt

Bl-ack

$zr

$6,72:'

$Bo

$7 ,zI+Z

$103

25 )l
29.7

$6'9+z

$68

6

$6,726

$gg

8.3
10. B

Spanish

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

$ug

l+0.1
20.3

$6,827

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

1

7

13
t6

1l+

tg

1

9

13
1l+

7

il+
12

Median i-ncome $9,006
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Norfolk

.Median housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housi-ng
.Percent crowded

Medlan i-ncome

Birrni-ngham

Median houslng expense
Percent pafrng more than 25/" of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Rochester New York

Medlan housing e{pense
Percent payrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Tampa

Medi-an housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Wichita

Median housing expense
'Percent payang more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Non-Spanish
White

$9, Bl+9

$65

8.7
6.t

$7,925

$85

ll,5
o.1

$6,988

$tg

l-2.7
7.1

$7,79t

Bl-ack

$71+

l6.5
20-t

$6,292

$go

17.)+
23.7

$7 Aill

Spani-sh

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

$5t

10.2
7 .)l

$6,:l+q

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

$pz $z:

l-2.7
2t.3

$6,691

$5t

10.0
22.3

$6,2)t5

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

$nz

17. B

20 )4

$roe

$9,311 $8,176

10. B

3.7

3
5

$B,325

t2
7

6
0

t9
t9

$62

Median income



Akron

Median housing expense
Percent paying more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Jersey City

Medlan housirlg e4pense
Percent paying more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Medlan income

Daybon

Median housing expense
Percent pafing more than 2576 of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median i-ncome

Charlotte

Medlan housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Providence

Median housing elq)ense
Percent paying more than 25% of income

for housi-ng
Percent crowded

-10-
Non-Spanish

White

$Bo

$g,027

$gz

12.)+
10. B

$9, 886

$BB

18.1
12.J+

$7,119

$B, o8l+

Spanish

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

$91+

18. 7
27.1

$7,853

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

8.6
J+. B

Black

$Bt-

11.5
8.2

$8,705

$106

t7.7
20.L+

$8, BrB

$85

17.2
18.6

$8,t55

$tg

12.3
2l+. B

$7,287

$Bz

l,2.6
18. )+

$8,251*

$tz

7.1
B.g

$61+

9.)+
7.6

Median income $7,853
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Bridgeport

' Median housing e4pense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
. Percent crowded

Median income

Y town

Median housing expense
Percent pafrng more than 25% of income

for housing
Percent crowded

Median income

Non-Spanish
White

$roo

l-3.5
9.1

$9, r31+

$39

$B,l:tr

Black

$125

B

B

$9 rtz9

$72

11.7
l-2.o

$l;iltl

Spanish

$rzr

32.O
34.9

$7,832

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

EFH/mtrr
August 1ll2

79
ilrt

6.0
11.h



Table 3.

New York
Chicago
Los Angeles
Philadelphia
Detroit

Houston
Baltimore
Dal-1as
Washington, D. C.
Clevel-and

Indianapolis
Milwaukee
San Francisco
San Diego
San Antoni-o

Boston
Memphis
St. Louis
New Orleans
Phoenix

Columbus
Pittsburgh
Denver
Kansas City, Missouri
Atlanta

Buffalo
Cincinnati
Minneapolis
Ft. Worth
Toledo

Portland
Newark
Oklahoma City
Oakland
Louisvil-1e

Percent Black and S sh ation in'
ome of

Black

l+3.0
38.7
2l.t
,l+0.3
12.9

)+9.

37.
t6.
5l-.

.l/ppanl-sIF'

1

l_5.
N/A
11.
N/A
N/A

9(
(
0
3

0
9
l+

1
I

l+l+

6\
3B
55
73

\6
63
57
90
6)r

23.9
9.3

30.h
N/A
1.0

B

22
82
6B
6o
t5

3
l_

0
1
7

7
l+

B

I
9

B

9
I
7
B

1
3
7
3
5

N/A
N/A
11.9
2l..7
73.o

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
25.3

N/A
N/A
27.t
N/A
N/A

N/A
N,/A
N/A
11.1
N/A

N/A
10.7
N/A

6.3
N/A

B2

)t6
57

6
5z
39

t6
66
36
5B
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Data on Spanish are available only for cities i-n which they constitute
5 percent or more of the total population.
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Omaha
Mlami
T\rlsa
St. Pau].
Norfolk

Birmlngham
Rochester, New York
Tampa
Wichita
Akron

Jersey City
Daybon
Charlotte
Providence
Bri-dgeport
Youngstown

J-

5-L cLt].es

Black

32.1
33.9
)+2.7

7.1
77.7

66

)t9.5

Spanish

N/A
Lh.0
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
5)+

l-5.3
N/A
N/A

.6

.0
o

.2

.B

)t6
\z
32
27

35.5
69 )l
75.7
t2.6
26.O
50.9

il+.1
N/A
N/A
N/A
15.3
N/A
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