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GENERAL 

This report presents urban and rural housing characteristics 
from the 1974 Annual Housing Survey for the United States 
and each of the four geographic regions. The Annual Housing 
Survey was designed to provide a current series of information 
on the size and composition of the housing inventory, the char- 
acteristics of i t s  occupants, the changes in the inventory result- 
ing from new construction and from losses, the indicators of 
housing and neighborhood quality, the characteristics of recent 
movers, and the characteristics of urban and rural housing units. 
The survey, performed for the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, is authorized under sections 501 and 
502(d), 502(e), and 502(f) of the Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Act of 1970, Title 12, United States Code 1701z-1 and 
17012-2. The Bureau of the Census i s  authorized under Title 31, 
United States Code 686, to perform special work or services for 
Federal agencies. 

The statistics presented in this report are based on infor- 
mation from a sample of housing units. The information for the 
survey was collected by personal interview from August to 
October 1974. 

This report series consists of six parts (see list on page I I I )  
issued jointly by the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and the Bureau of the Census. Part A provides 
data on general housing characteristics, part B on indicators of 
housing and neighborhood quality; part C on financial charac- 
teristics, part D on recent mover households, part E on urban 
and rural housing characteristics, and part F on financial charac- 
teristics cross-classified by indicators of housing and neighbor- 
hood quality. Part E is being published for the first time as part 
of the 1974 final reports publication program. Part F was first 
published as part of the 1973 publication program as Series 
H-151-73, report No. 1. 

The content and procedures of the Annual Housing Survey 
were determined after consultation with a variety of users of 
housing data and through field pretesting. The data for many of 

the subjects covered in this report are the same as those col- 
lected in the 1970 Census of Housing; in general, these data are 
comparable to those shown in the 1970 census reports. In 
addition, a number of new items were introduced in this survey 
on subjects such as breakdowns or failures in equipment, the 
physical condition of the structure, and the neighborhood con- 
ditions and services. Detailed statistics are also present'ed for 
mobile homes and trailers. 

More detailed information on the technical and procedural 
matters covered in the text of this report can be obtained by 
writing to the Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 
20233. 

Organization of the text.-The text consists of this introduction 
and appendixes A and B, which appear after the data tables. 
Appendix A describes the geographic area classifications and 
provides definitions and explanations of the subjects covered in 
this report. Appendix B presents information on sample design, 
estimation, and accuracy of the data. 

Content of the tables.-A series of standard tables presents 
simple distributions of the data for urban and rural housing 
units for each area shown in this report. The finding guide at the 
back of this report lists the characteristics covered in this report 
and shows the tables in which the various types of statistics 
appear. The numbers presented in these tables are rounded to 
the nearest thousand. Tables 1 and 2 present selected housing 
characteristics for 1974 and 1970; tables 3 to 6, characteristics 
of owner- and renter-occupied housing units; table 19, charac- 
teristics of mobile homes and trailers; table 20, characteristics 
for new construction units; table 21, 1973 characteristics of 
units removed from the housing inventory; table 22, character- 
istics of units occupied by recent movers (households that 
moved into their units during the 12 months prior to  enumera- 
tion); and table 23, characteristics of year-round vacant units. 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































