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Introduction

This report presents a statistical over-
view of the current housing conditions
of selected races: White; Black;
American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut; and
Asian or Pacific Islander households.
Data are also shown for Hispanic-
origin households.

Generally, the report is based on data
collected from the American Housing
Survey (AHS) for the United States in
1987, a biennial national sample survey
of approximately 55,800 housing units
conducted by the Bureau of the Census
for the Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development. Also, comparable
data from the 1985 AHS are included.
Since the AHS does not obtain data on
the individual groups comprising the
Asian or Pacific Islander and the
Hispanic-origin populations, data from
the 1980 Public-Use Microdata Sample,
a 1-percent sample of the United States
population as enumerated in the 1980
Census, are included in this publication.
These data may aid users in understand-
ing the diversity of the various compo-
nents of these populations. Since there
are differences among the individual
groups, caution should be exercised
when interpreting 1985 and 1987
aggregate data for these populations.

The AHS gathers information on the
characteristics of households, housing

units, and neighborhoods. The same
data are collected from all types of
households. A facsimile of the AHS
questionnaire, definitions and explana-
tions of subject characteristics used,
and a description of the source and ac-
curacy of the sample estimates, are in-
cluded in the American Housing Survey
for the United States in 1987 (Current
Housing Reports, Series H-150-87, is-
sued December 1989).

Classifications of race and Hispanic
(Spanish) origin in the AHS publications
refer to the race and Hispanic origin of
the householder occupying the unit.
Information on race and Hispanic origin
are asked of all persons and collected
through separate questions in the AHS.
Persons have the opportunity to indicate
their race as White; Black; American
Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut; or Asian or
Pacific Islander, and if they are of His-
panic origin or descent. Since data on
Hispanic-origin persons are collected
separately from race, persons of His-
panic origin may be of any race. Both of
these items are based on self-identifica-
tion, providing respondents the opportu-
nity to report the groups with which they
most closely identify. The concept of
race as used by the Census Bureau
does not denote any clear-cut scientific
definition of biological stock.

This report presents a wide range of
demographic, economic, and housing
characteristics for total, White, and
Black households, as well as Hispanic-
origin households for 1985 and 1987.
For a limited number of these character-
istics, data are also provided for Asian
or Pacific Islander and American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut households. Data for
American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut
households are only shown for 1987
since additional sample units in rural
areas were interviewed that year, thus
providing a reliable sample for this race
group which is housed principally in ru-
ral areas. Data from the 1985 AHS for
this group are not shown because of
insufficient sample size. This is the first
time data from the AHS for the Asian or
Pacific Islander and American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut households have been
issued in print by the Census Bureau.

The following charts with their accompa-
nying commentary summarize important
similarities as well as differences evident
among the various racial groups and
Hispanic-origin households on charac-
teristics relating to the socio-economic
status of the household, physical condi-
tion of the housing unit, and the afford-
ability of housing in relation to family
income. Data are presented separately
by tenure since the housing conditions
of owners and renters in America are
often quite different.



Highlights

Patterns of Distribution
and Growth

The Nation’s households reached 90.9
million in 1987, a net increase of 2.5 mil-
lion since 1985. Eighty-six (4 0.3) per-
cent of the households had a White
householder.

The number of Asian or Pacific Islander
households increased 16 percent be-
tween 1985 and 1987. The large influx
of Asian or Pacific Islander immigrants
since 1980 may be one factor account-
ing for the substantial increase in Asian
or Pacific Islander households.

In 1987, the Western United States was
home for more than half of all Asian or
Pacific Islander households, as well as
American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut
households.

Our Nation’s metropolitan areas were
home to the majority of White, Black,
and Asian or Pacific Islander households
while a substantial proportion of
American Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut
households were located in
nonmetropolitan areas.

Homeownership was far more common
among White householders than for
other racial groups.

Half of all Black householders in the
South owned their homes.

More than half of American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut householders were
owners in the West.

Half of all Black owners lived in
central cities.

Social Characteristics

In 1987, the majority of Hispanic-

origin owners and renters had their own
children under 18 years of age living

at home.

Homeownership rates increased with
age for White, Black, and Hispanic-
origin householders.

The predominant household type

for Black owners was the married-
couple family whereas other female
householders were predominant among
Black renters.

Renters were about 4 times as likely as
owners to move.

Physical Characteristics
of Housing Units

In 1987, Blacks were more likely than
Whites to live in older units, whether
owned or rented.

For both owned and rented units, the
proportion of Hispanic-origin households
with 1.01 or more persons per room
was higher than comparable proportion
for White households.

A larger proportion of households

living in the South than the other three

regions did not use centralized perma-
nently installed equipment as their main
source of heat.

In the Northeast, room units were
more widely used than central air-
conditioning.

Regardiess of the race of the house-
holder, more owned units than rented
units were equipped with more than one
complete bathroom, and they also had a
telephone available for use.

Financial Characteristics
of the Housing Inventory

The real median family income of

White and Asian or Pacific Isiander own-
ers increased significantly between 1985
and 1987.

In 1987, the median income levels of
Black and American Indian, Eskimo, or
Aleut families who owned their homes
were below those of all families.

The most expensive homes in the Nation
were found in the Northeast and West.

Asian or Pacific Islander homeowners
had residences with a much higher me-
dian value than all U. S. homeowners.

Half of Hispanic-origin renters paid 30
percent or more of total family income
on housing, including 26 percent with
housing costs of 50 percent or more.

About one-half of all low-income
Black renters lived in public or
subsidized housing.

Selected Characteristics

of Detailed Race Groups and
Hispanic-Origin Households,
by Type: 1980

Asian or Pacific Islander Groups

In 1980, the housing characteristics of
Asian or Pacific Islander households
were as diverse as the groups compris-
ing this population.

The 1980 census counted 1.1 million
Asian or Pacific Islander households;
Japanese and Chinese households each
accounted for about a quarter of

these households.

Approximately 70 percent of Asian or
Pacific Islander homeowners were
Japanese, Chinese, or Filipino in 1980.

Hawaiian and Japanese owners with
mortgages paid the lowest monthly
housing costs among the Asian or
Pacific Islander groups in 1980.

Hispanic Origin by Type

In 1980, Mexican-origin households ac-
counted for 60 percent of the Hispanic
owners and half of the Hispanic renters.

In 1980, homeownership rates for
Hispanic origin households ranged from
21 (+ 1.0) percent for Puerto Ricans to
50 (4 0.6) percent for Mexicans.

In 1980, median family income among
Hispanic-origin owners ranged from
$18,946 (4 $258) for Mexican owners
to $23,143 (+ $897) for Cuban owners.

In 1980, median family income of Puerto
Rican renters was $9,002 (4 $260),
lower than the $11,653 (& $36) for
Mexican renters and the $14,109

(4 $763) of Cuban renters.
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Patterns of Distribution and Growth of Selected Races

and Hispanic-Origin Households: 1985 and 1987

Figure 1.
Number of Households:

1985
1985 and 1987 1987
(In millions)
88.4
Total
90.9
White
Black

10.3

l 9.9

0.4

|14

American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut

Asian or
Pacific Islander § 1.6

Hispanic origin a1

(may be of any race)

5.6

* Insufficient sample

Note: In all the charts, the race or Hispanic ongin of the
household was based on the race or onigin of the householder

Household Distribution
and Growth

There were approximately 91 million
households in the United States in 1987, a
net increase of 2.5 million households
(2.8 percent) since 1985.'

In 1987, 86 percent of the households had a
White householder. The number of White house-
holds increased 2.5 percent since 1985.

In 1987, 11 percent of the householders were
Black. There was no significant change in the
number of Black households since 1985.

American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut households
represented less than 1 percent of the Nation’s
households in 1987. (1985 data are not shown
because the sample was of insufficient size to
provide reliable statistics for this race group.)

Less than 2 percent of the householders were
Asians or Pacific Islanders in 1987. The number
of Asian or Pacific Islander households increased
k 15.6 percent since 1985. One of the factors con-
tributing to this increase was immigration.

Approximately 6 percent of the householders
were of Hispanic origin in 1987. (Hispanic

| householders may be of any race.) Hispanic

| households increased 10.0 percent since 1985.
The relatively high increase in Hispanic-origin
households probably reflects immigration.

Note: Caution should be exercised in interpreting the
1985 and 1987 aggregate data shown for Asian or Pacific
Islander and Hispanic-origin households. The statistics for
the overall totals may not reflect the conditions of the
individual subgroups that make up these populations.

" Refer to tables in appendix A for detailed data.



Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan
Distribution of Households

The majority of Black and Asian or
Pacific Islander householders lived in our
Nation’s cities in 1987. A similar pattern
existed for Hispanics.
Suburbs within metropolitan areas were home for
nearly half of the White householders.

Eighty-five percent of Black householders lived in
metropolitan areas, including 61 percent in cities.

Half the American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut
householders lived in nonmetropolitan areas.

Ninety-seven percent of Asian or Pacific Islander
householders lived in metropolitan areas, princi-
pally in central cities (54 percent).

Ninety percent of Hispanic householders lived in
metropolitan areas, 54 percent in cities and 36
percent in suburbs.

Regional Distribution
of Households

In 1987, a third of White householders lived in
the South, a quarter in the Midwest, and 21
percent in both the Northeast and West.

Over half of all Black householders resided in the
South, while only 9 percent resided in the West.

The Western United States was home for more
than half of all Asian or Pacific Islander house-
holders, as well as for American Indian, Eskimo,
or Aleut householders.?

About 41 percent of all Hispanics lived in the
West and a third lived in the South. The North-
east and Midwest were home for 19 percent and

7 percent of Hispanic householders, respectively.

2 In the remainder of this chartbook, the discussion on
the regional variation of selected characteristics will be
limited to the West for Asian or Pacific Islander and Ameri-
can Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut households since the sample
size is not sufficient to support an analysis for the
other regions.

Figure 2.

Metropolitan- Central cities
Nonmetropolitan Distribution Suburbs

of Households: 1987 Nonmetropolitan area
(In percent)

Metropolitan Nonmetropolitan

Total
White

Black

American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut

Asian or
Pacific Islander

Hispanic origin
(may be of any race)

Figure 3.
" . " West
Regional Distribution of S;ih
Households: 1987 Midwest
(In percent) Northeast
Total
White
Black

American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut

Asian or
Pacific Islander

Hispanic origin
(may be of any race)




Figure 4.

Owner-Occupied Households:
1985 and 1987

(In millions)

1985
1987

56.1
Total
58.2

50.9
52.7

White

Black ’
4.5

I4

American Indian,

Eskimo, or Aleut} 0.2

Asian or
Pacific Islanderj§ 0.8

. N 2.0
Hispanic origin

(may be of any race)

E—
o
D

2.3

* Insufficient sample

Figure 5

Renter-Occupied Households:

1985 and 1987 1985
(In millions) 1987

32.3
Total
32.7

25.3
White
255

Black

American Indian,

Eskimo, or Aleut} 0.2

Asian or
Pacific Islander

e
€
®

0.9

. o 3.1
Hispanic origin

{may be of any race)

3.3

* Insufficient sample

Growth in the Number of
Homeowners and Renters

The growth in the number of owners has
averaged approximately a million households
per year since 1985.

Approximately 58 million householders owned
their homes in 1987, 3.6 percent higher than the
56 million owners in 1985.

Approximately 91 percent of the owners were
White, 8 percent Black, 1 percent Asian or
Pacific Islander, and less than 1 percent
American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut.

Between 1985 and 1987, there were significant
increases in the number of Asian or Pacific Is-
lander owners and the number of White owners.
The number of Black owners did not change sig-
nificantly since 1985.

Hispanic-origin householders constituted 4
percent of all owners. Their number increased
by 12.3 percent since 1985.

Approximately 33 million householders rented
their homes in 1987. The number of renters
increased by 0.4 million since 1985.

Approximately 78 percent of the renters were
White, 18 percent Black, 3 percent Asian or
Pacific Islander, and less than 1 percent
American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut.

The number of White, Black, and Asian or
Pacific Islander renters did not change
significantly since 1985.

In 1987, approximately 10 percent of the
renters were of Hispanic origin. The number
of Hispanic-origin renters increased 8.6
percent since 1985.



Household Tenure

Homeownership was far more common among
White householders than the other racial
groups in 1987.

Two-thirds of the White householders owned
their homes.

Half of the American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut
householders were owners. Their rate of home-
ownership reflects their concentration in
nonmetropolitan areas where ownership rates
are typically higher than in metropolitan areas.

Less than half of Black and Asian or Pacific
Islander householders owned their homes.

About 40 percent of Hispanic-origin household-
ers owned their homes.

Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan
Distribution of Owner-
Occupied Households

Half of Black owners were city dwellers

while the homes of White and Asian or Pacific
Islander owners were principally located in our
Nation’s suburbs.

Fifty-eight percent of the homes owned by
American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut householders
were in nonmetropolitan areas.

A quarter of White owners lived in nonmetropoli-
tan areas in 1987, significantly higher than the
corresponding proportions among Blacks and
Asians or Pacific Islanders.

Eighty-seven percent of homes owned by
Hispanic-origin householders were located in

metropolitan areas, principally in suburban areas.

Figure 6.

Distribution of Owner- and Renter-
Occupied Households: 1987

(In percent)

Owner
Renter

Total

White

Black

American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut

Asian or
Pacific Islander

Hispanic origin
(may be of any race)

Figure 7.

Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan l Central cities

Suburbs
Nonmetropolitan area

Distribution of Owner-Occupied
Households: 1987
(In percent)

Metropolitan = Nonmetropolitan

Total
White

Black

American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut

Asian or
Pacific Islander

Hispanic origin
(may be of any race)




Figure 8. Northeast

Percent of Households Midwest

Owner Occupied, by South
West

Region: 1987

Total

White

Black

American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut

Asian or
Pacific Islander

Hispanic origin
(may be of any race)

* Insufficient sample

Regional Ownership Rates

The majority of White householders owned
their homes in each of the four regions.

White homeownership rates ranged from 61
percent in the West to about 70 percent in the
Midwest and South.

Among Black householders, homeownership
was most commonly achieved in the South
(about 49 percent).

In the West, more than half of American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut householders were owners.

Half the Asian or Pacific Islander householders
living in the West were owners.

Half the Hispanic householders in the South
were owners, while in the Northeast only 19
percent were owners. The proportion of
Hispanic owners in the Midwest and West
was similar (about 42 percent).






Part Il
Social Characteristics

Figure 9. Persons Per Household
Median Number Owners
of Persons Per Rentors Owners gene.rally had larger households
Household: 1987 than renters in 1987.

Among owners, the median household sizes for
White and Black households were 2.4 and 2.8
persons, respectively. About 18 percent of Black
owners had five or more persons per household
compared with 10 percent of White owners.

Total

White Among renters, the median household sizes for

White and Black households were 1.9 and 2.2
persons, respectively. About one-third of White

and Black renters lived alone.
Black

The median household sizes for Hispanic-

origin owners and renters were 3.4 and 2.9
Hispanic origin persons, respectively.
(may be of any race)

More than a quarter of Hispanic-origin owners
had five or more persons per household.

About 19 percent of Hispanic-origin renters

lived alone.
Figure 10. Households With Own
Percent of Households Owners Children Under 18 Years

With Own Children Under Renters
18 Years: 1987 In 1987, more than half of the Hispanic-origin
owners and renters had their own children
under 18 years of age living at home.
The majority of White and Black owners and
White renters were without own children in
their homes.

Total

White There were no significant differences in the

proportions of Black renters with or without
own children.

Black

Hispanic origin
(may be of any race)




Age of Householder

Owners are older than renters.

The median ages of White and Black owners

were 51 and 52 years, respectively, while the
corresponding ages for renters were 36 years
and 37 years.

A quarter of White and Black owners were 65
years and over. Among renters, 16 percent of
White householders and 12 percent of Black
householders were 65 years and over.

The median ages of Hispanic owners and renters
were 46 years and 35 years, respectively.

About 14 percent of Hispanic-origin owners and
8 percent of the renters were 65 years and over.

Ownership Rates,
by Age of Householder

Homeownership is directly related to the age
of the householder.

Among White householders, ownership rates
ranged from 43 percent for householders
under 35 years to 79 percent for those 55
years and over.

Among Black householders, ownership rates
ranged from 19 percent for householders
under 35 to 62 percent for householders

55 years and over.

Among Hispanic householders, the proportion
who owned their homes ranged from 23 percent
for those under 35 years to 60 percent for house-
holders 55 years and over.

Figure 11.
Age Distribution of Householders: 1987
(In percent)

Total White Black Hispanic* Total
51 51 52 46 36

Owners

*May be of any race

Age
65 and over

55-64

45-54

35-44

Under 35

White Black Hispanic*
36 37 35 Median age

Renters

Figure 12.

Percent Owner-Occupied,
by Age of Householder:
1987

Total White

Age

Under 35
35-44
45-54

55 and over

Black Hispanic origin
(may be of any race)



Figure 13.
Household Composition
of Owners: 1987
(In percent)

Total White

*See definitions on page 10

Black

Hispanic‘

origin

2-or-more-
person households

Married couple families,
no nonrelatives*

Other male householder*

Other female
householder*

1-person households

(may be of any race)

Figure 14.

Household Composition
of Renters: 1987

(In percent)

Total

*See definiions on page 10.

White

Black

Hispanic
origin

2-or-more-
person households

Married couple families,
no nonrelatives*

Other male householder*

Other female
householder*

1-person households

(may be of any race)

Household Composition

Married-couple families were the predominant
household type among White and Black
owners. A similar pattern existed for
Hispanic-origin households.
Sixty-nine percent of White owners were married-
couple families compared with 52 percent of
Black owners.

About 5 percent of White and Black owners
residing in two-or-more-person households
were other male householders.

A quarter of Black owners residing in two-or-
more-person households were other
female householders.

Some 19 percent of White and Black owners
lived alone.

Among Hispanic-origin owners, 71 percent were
married-couple families.

Eleven percent of Hispanic-origin owners
lived alone.

The household composition of renters was
more diverse than owners in 1987.

Among White renters, the largest proportion (37
percent) lived alone.

The predominant household type among Black
renters was other female householders; 38 per-
cent of Black renters were two-or-more-person
households maintained by women.

Hispanic renters were most often married-couple
families.
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Ownership Rates, FF’igure 1t 5.f Household
ercent of Households
Total
by Hausehold Type Owner-Occupied, by V\(,)hie
Married-couple families had the highest Household Type: 1987 Black
ownership rates among White and Black Hispanic origin
households in 1987. 2 or more person (may be of any race)

well as two-or-more-person households with

Other female

Half the White single person householders, as
other male and other female householders, ©
householder

were owners.

47
- 4
36
25
Among Black households, approximately one- 44
third of single, other female, and other male 4
householders owned their homes. Other male householder* E
Among Hispanic-origin households, half the 22
47
r 5
31
28

married-couple families were owners.

Approximately 80 percent of White and . househf’.lds 79
65 percent of Black married-couple families Married couple families, | 80
owned their homes. no nonrelatives 65
] 54
9
9
0

Less than one-third of single, other male, and 1-person households
other female Hispanic-origin householders
owned their homes.

* In this report data on household composition are pres-
ented separately for two-or-more-person households and
for one-person households. Households having two or
more persons are further subdivided as follows:

Married-couple families, no nonrelatives. Each
household in this group consists of the householder and
spouse, and other persons, if any, all of whom are related
to the householder.

Other male householder. This category includes house-
holds with male householders who are married, but with
wife absent because of separation or other reason where
husband and wife maintain separate residences; and
male householders who are widowed, divorced, or single.
Also included are households with male householder, wife
present and nonrelatives living with them.

Other female householder. This category includes
households with female householders who are married,
but with husband absent because of separation or other
reason where husband and wife maintain separate
residences; and female householders who are widowed,
divorced, or single. Also included are households with
female householder, husband present, and nonrelatives
living with them.

The published tables in the Current Housing Reports,
Series H-150-87, erroneously included 407,000 house-
holds with nonrelatives in the married-couple families, no
nonrelatives category. These households have been ap-
propriately distributed between other male householders
and other female householders in this report. Therefore,
the estimates included in appendix A, table 2, reflect
these corrections and will not correspond with previously
published data.
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Figure 16.

Percent of Householders

With 4 or More Years Age in years
of College That are Under 35
Owners, by Age: 35-44

45-54
1987 55 and over

75
Total
ota 8o
83
47
White /6
83
84
Black 79
81
Hispanic origin
(may be of any race)
Figure 17.
Percent of Households
My O
That Moved Within the R;Vnrgz

Last Year: 1987

9
Total
38
9
White
39
Black

r
W
N

Hispanic origin
(may be of any race)

—
no
w
©

Ownership Rates for
Householders With Four or More
Years of College, by Age

Among college graduates, the majority of
White and Black householders 35 years of age
and over were owners.

Among White college graduates, ownership rates
ranged from 47 percent for householders under
35 years to 84 percent for householders 55
years and over.

Ownership rates for Black college graduates
ranged from 27 percent for householders under
35 years to 81 percent for householders 55
years and over.

For college graduates under 45 years of age,
White householders had significantly higher rates
of ownership than Black householders.

There were no significant differences in the rates
of ownership among White and Black college
graduates 45 years and over.

Among Hispanic-origin college graduates, owner-
ship rates ranged from 29 percent for household-
ers under 35 years to 72 percent for household-
ers 55 years and over.

Household Mobility

In 1987, renters were about 4 times as likely as
owners to change their residences.
Thirty-nine percent of White renters and 32 per-
cent of the Black renters changed residences
during the year prior to the survey.

Owners were far less mobile than renters, with
Blacks changing residences at a slightly slower
pace than White owners.

Hispanic owners were much less likely to move
than were Hispanic renters.

Thirty-nine percent of Hispanic renters changed
residences during the year prior to the survey.






Part Ill
Physical Characteristics of Housing Units

Figure 18. Units in Structure—Owners
Units in Structure for Owner-

Occupied Households: 1987 Most owners lived in single-family
(In percent) homes in 1987.

Some 88 percent of White and Black owners
lived in one-unit detached and attached homes.

Multiunit structures made up a small proportion
of the homeowner inventory. Nationwide about 5
percent of White and Black homeowners lived in
two-or-more-unit structures.

1 unit

About 8 percent of White owners lived in mobile
homes in 1987, slightly higher than the propor-
tion of Black owners.

Among Hispanic-origin owners, 88 percent lived
in single-family homes, 6 percent in multiunit
structures, and 6 percent in mobile homes.

2 or more units

Mobile homes
Total White Black  Hispanic

origin

(may be of any race)

Figure 19. Units in Structure—Renters

Units in Structure for Renter-

Occupied Households: 1987 In 1987, White renters were more likely than
(In percent) Black renters to live in single-family homes.

Units . Thirty-seven percent of White renters and 32 per-
cent of Black renters lived in one-unit structures,
including mobile homes. The remaining 63 per-

1 (includes cent of White renters and 68 percent of Black

mobile homes) renters lived in multiunit structures.

Among Hispanic-origin renters, 31 percent lived
2.4 in single-family homes and 69 percent lived in
multiunit structures.

20-49

— 50 or more

Total White Black Hispanic
origin
(may be of any race)
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Age of Housing—Owners

In 1987, homes owned by Black householders were
older than those owned by White householders.

Half of the homes owned by Black householders were
built before 1956, consequently, the median age of
Black-owned homes was 31 years, significantly older

than the comparable average for White owners (25 years).
This is consistent with the fact that the majority of Black
owners lived in our Nation’s cities, where homes are
generally older than those located in suburbs and
nonmetropolitan areas.

About one-fourth of Black owners lived in units built prior
to World War I, significantly higher than the proportion of
White owners residing in older housing.

White owners were more likely to purchase newer homes
than Black householders. Approximately 13 percent of
the homes owned by Whites were constructed since 1980.
Among Black homeowners, approximately 8 percent lived
in homes built since 1980.

A slightly higher proportion of White owners (8 percent)
lived in newly constructed units than did Black owners (5
percent). New construction in the AHS refers to units built
during the 4 years prior to the date of interview in 1987.

The median age of homes owned by Hispanic-origin
householders was 24 years in 1987. Approximately 13
percent of their homes were built during the 1980’s, with 6
percent newly constructed.

Age of Housing—Renters

In 1987, White renters lived in newer housing
than did Black renters.

The median age of units occupied by White renters was
25 years, significantly younger than the comparable aver-
age for Black renters (31 years). This age differential re-
flects once again the metropolitan character of the rental
stock. For example, 41 percent of the units occupied by
White renters were located in cities. In contrast, approxi-
mately two-thirds of Black renters lived in our Nation's
cities. The median age of occupied rental units in cities
was 32 years.

About 14 percent of White renters lived in units built
since 1980, (including 8 percent in new construction),
significantly higher than the 8 percent of Black renters
who lived in units built during the 1980’s (including 4
percent newly constructed).

The median age of units rented by Hispanic-origin house-
holders was 32 years in 1987. Approximately 9 percent
of homes rented by Hispanics were built since 1980,
including 5 percent newly constructed.

Figure 20.
Year Home Built for Owner-
Occupied Households: 1987
(In percent)

1984-1987

(new construction)

1980-1983

1960-1979

1940-1959

1939 or earlier

Median age of home
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origin
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Figure 21.

Year Home Built for Renter-
Occupied Households: 1987

(In percent)

Total
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Figure 22.

Median Square Footage
of Single-Family Detached
Housing Units and Mobile

Owners
Renters

Homes: 1987
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Figure 23.
Percent of Households With
More Than One Person Per
Room: 1987 Owners
Renters
2
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Size of Housing Units—
Median Square Footage

In 1987, owners residing in one-unit,

detached and mobile homes had more space

than similarly housed renters.
The median square footage of single-family de-
tached and mobile homes owned by White
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