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HOUSING PROGRESS INf PUERTO RICO\ -
1938 = 1948 '

When irn the latter part of 1937, the Congress of the United States
passed a HOUSING ACT, lecaders in Puerto Rico saw a ray of hopo that
probably something could be done for the hundrods of thousands of
pooplc within their Island, living under the most horrible unsanitary
conditions,

To thosc lcadors, a word of thanks is certainly not misplaced,
bccauso through their offorts and untiring cnthusiasm, thc Insulor
Legislaturc during their noxt sossion in 1938, passcd a HOUSING ACT
kcyod to thc onc passod in the United States, cnabling Municipalitics
to ostablish Local Housing Authoritics,

This call to arms soon bore fruits, becausc in that same year
five Local Authorities werc lcgally established, Ponce, San Juan,
Maynguez, Arccibo and Rio Picdras werc the localitics which establishe
ed such authorities, The first threc mentioned, with jurisdiection
of operation within the boundarics of their respective towns, and
the onc in Rio Piedras, The Puerto Rico Housing Authority with Island
wide jurisdiction, exccpt Ponce, San Juan and Mayagueze The one
established in Arecibo, trunsferrcd its responsibilities to the FRHA,
so that actually four Locnl Housing Authoritics are actively in
operation,

In passing the Insular Housing Act, financial assistance was
also provided for, to cnable the Locnl Authoritics to preparc tho
nccessary %Eplications, required by the United States Housing Author-
ity, in Washington, D, C,

Since littlc of the inforration required by the Washington Office
was readily at hand, months and months of cffort werc nceded to
procduce the nccessary materials,

A great deal of time was saved, however, becausc the United States
Housing Authority had ostablished an Insular Fiold Office in San Juan.
So instecad of cndlcss waiting for replies cn questions, to bc cleared
by boat mail, most of our inquirics could be answercd imediately by
the staff employces of this Field Office,

Up to today, all of us in the Local Authoritics rmay boast of the
fine cooperation and coordination we have cxporicnced from all those
staff employeos of this Federal Organization,

Barmarking of funds for financial assistance by the USHA were
approved not too long after the Local Authoritics were established, but
considerably more timc was required in the preparation of working draw-
ings and spccifications, In the latter part <f 1939, the Ponce Authore
ity was finally successful in clearing all the obstacles and begin
actual censtruction. Soon thercafter, the San Juan authority and the
FRHA followcd in their stride with the Mayagucz Authority coming in a
little later,
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Returning ones thoughts to the first hectic ycars of Public
Housing in Puerto Ricu, bring back many menorics to problems to be
solved, becausc Pucrtc Rican conditions could in most instances not
be comparcd with any cxisting in thc Continental United Statcs,
Whatever the differences may have boen at that time, all Pucrto Rico
Housing JAuthoritics have been successful in their cndeavor, and toe
day after ton years of opcration ray be rigzhtly proud of their ac-
complishments,

With the Federal funds assigncd to the four Loecal authoritios,
Ponce had planned six developments; San Juan four; Mayaguez twe, and
FRHA fourtcen, totaling approximatoly 14 million dollars,

Tho cutbreak of World War II in Docembor 1941, brought with it
mony unforescon conditions, which to a lar;e cxtent jeopardized the
splendid start made by the Local Authoritics, Several of the planncd
developments had tc be postponed, and Fedoral funds already assigned
wero taken back, with the uncerstanding that as socn as peace would
be declared, reactivation of the postponcd developments, could be
recqucsted, Duc to this action the Ponce huthority was cbliged to
postpone cnc of her develeprents, San Juan onc, and FRHA two. All
these devclopments have now becn reactivated and are either completed
or under construction, The funds eriginally assigned to the Authore
itics were in nost instances not sufficient to build the anticipated
number of units, ond funds fron other sourccs had to be added tn
procduce the planned homes,

The following is a surmary of developrents, constructed with
Federal assistanccs

LOCATION: PROJECT KO, NUMBER OF KIND OF DEVELOPMENT
UNITS
Ponce PeRe=1=1, 300 Perronent dwcllingse
vo1a2, 280% " "
“® 1_3 . 116 i "
1" 1-4. 152 i "
" 18, 210 Lond and Utilities,
L le 7‘ 523 1 " "
e
Reactivated, now under construction,
San Juan PeRe 2=1, 420 Poerrmanent dwellings,
" 2«2, 132 " "
" 2«3 X% 200 " n
" 2_4 . 84 L] L
" & 132 Temporary dwellings (War
emergency)

X Roactivated, Bids have been taken, awnard forthcoming,
% & Housing for Veterans, constructed with Var Emergency Funds,



Puerto Rico Housing Authority,

LOC..TION PROJECT NUMBER, NUMBER OF KIND OF DEVELOPMENT.
UNITS.
Fajardo, P.R. 3-1, 210 & Pcrmonent Dwellings,
Manati, " 3-2, 193 & " "
Caguas, " 33, 120 & w "
Caguas., " 34, 152 & " "
Bayandn, " 3<5, 89 & w "
Runncac, " 3e6, 200 & " "
Isabela, " 3T, 170 & " "
Aguadilla, " 3.8, 199 & " "
Rio Fiedras. " 3=9, 256 & & " "
Yauco " 3=1CR, 227 k& " "
Arecibo, " 3=11, 100 &k & " "
Carolina, " 3a12, 197 % " "
Guayana " 3el4, 146 x " "
Catafio, " 3el5, 160 & & " "

& Denotes Scmi-rural Coveloprionts,

& & Denotes Urban cdeveloprents,

The developments in Guayama and Catafio werc reactivatod, Catafio is
corpleted and fully occupicd, whilec in Guayarm, tenant sclection
will start scon and tenarts will be able to rove in by the middle
of Scptember 1948,

Mayaguez, PeRe 4-1, 476 Perranent Dwellings,
"2, 524 Land and Utility,

Fronm this surmmary we learn that 27 deyeloprionts have been built
or are under constructior, accormodating 5,768 familics, Fron thosec,
4, 579 will eventually live in a permanent dwelling, 132 in scnie
permancnt structures (iac cnergency homss in San Juan), and 1,057
have o parcel of land and wator and teilet facilities,

This number of accormodations is o substantial amount, but the
outbreak of the wer is to blare that this number is not actually
doubled or tripled, since all Authoritics were well in a position

to produce a greater nurbor of dwellings if Federal funds had been
availablc,

Public Housing, however, due to the war, was corpletely stopped,
and all the building and construction efforts were uscd to produco
war vorkers homes in the nost nceded small and large industrial arcas,
Pucrte Ries, with n. incdustrial arcas to speak of, for production of
war matorials, was ccmplctely by=-passed and housing in general, with
Federal assistance came to a complcete stand still,

Had it not been for the rmore than generous assistance received
from Insular Legislature appropriations, Puerts Rico Housing Authore
ities, while appreciative for the Federal assistance received, could



-4-
not boast too ruch over an averase production ¢f 576 accormodations
per year, for all four Authoritics,

411 in all, 3 ,16,950,000,00 have boon appropriated by the
Insular Legislaturc from Moy 1944 to May 1947, to furthor the progress
made by the Local futhoritics, These appropriations have kept fublic
Housing in Tuerto ico on its feet and in the Tublic oyc, Vith the
exception of a fow States in the United States, How York, lMassachue
sotts, and some others, NOND have rcceived proportionally as ruch
assistance locally as the fucrto Rico Authoritics have ottaincd,
Another word of thanks to thosc who have so gencrously supported the
progrem for Public Housing in Ducrto Liico,

The moneys appropriatcd to the cause of Iublic Iiousing were
received as follawrs 3

ACT NO. 108, iby 15, 19444 5. 3,200,000,00,

©e2,200,000,00 to DA )

% 1,000,000,00 to San Juan Housing Authority)
For acquisition of sitcs end preparation of
plans and specification for loweront housing,

ACT NO, 154, lay 9; 19454 $61,000,000,00 to I:llA, for the dévelope-
ment of lowerent housing projects,

ACT NO, 264, lby 14, 1945s £41,000,000,00 for slun cloarance only,
no part of those funds to bo used for re-
development,

ACT NO. 265, May 14, 1945, 3.3,750,000,00, of vhich:

Se  800,000,00 to San Juan Authoritys

" 600,000,00 to Ponco Authority;
" 350,000,00 to Mayasucz Authority;
" 150,000,400 to Arccibo Authority; anad

" 1,850,000,00 to Iilli, of which {, 150,000,0C to bo spent
in Arceibo, ‘
All thoese sums Br construction of lovercnt
housing,

ACT NO, 18, July 31, 1946, &. 1,750,000,00, of which:

2 575,000600 to San Juan Authority;

" 150,000400 to Fonco Authority
" 150,000,400 to layagucz Authority; and
" 875,000,00 to PRHA, $e 150,000,0G of which to be spoent

in Arecibo, Honcys to be uscd for lowerent
housing construction,

ACT NO. 410, iy 13, 1947, &4 6,250,000,00, to IA for tho
construction of low=ront housing,
cxcept for (o 59,000,20
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which shall be used for inprovements
to Barrios Obreros,

In adaition to all these appropriations by the Legislature
of Pucrto Rico, FRHIA rcceived an additional amount of e 20C,(004CC
from Vjar Emergency Funds to defray labor cost of the Catafio develop=
mente _The Emergency Committee supplomented our funds with another
Yo 600,00040C, for the construction of several hundred new houscs
in Lares and Apuacdilla, both of which cities were ¢ onsiderably
damaged by firose

thile a lorge number of new hom:s and other accommodations havo
already bocn and aro being providod, it should be bornc in mind
that presont day construction costs are much higher than thoso
prevailing in the early fortiocs, rIresent day construction costs
have becn found to be from 150 to 200 prercent highor than those
paid in the beginning of the program,

The Muerto Rico Housing Authority, realizing that such costs
would cut thiir program in more than half of what they could have
accomplished, if prices werc not incroascd, has constructcd several
experimental houses and still is building soveral others, to fing
out where any savings can be made, without deraging the liveability
of the hones,

This subjcct will bo discusscd.morc fully in some of the fole
lowing paragraphs,

PROGLESS MADE BY ALL TIE AUTHCHRITIES VITH INSULAR FUNDS
APPROTRIATED AXE A4S FOLLOVS:

Ponce

" Funds nccded for tho construction of the 280 dwollings for
Peile=l=2, now under orcction are 4, 1,183,389470¢ Inasmuch as only
¥ 568,083,7C wore available from Federsl assistance, as part of
their Loan=Contract, (615,300,00 will be required from Insular
Funds to complcte this project,

In addition, they are considoring the preparation of plans and
spocifications for the construction of anothcr 380 dwelling units,
with an ostimatod cost of {4 934,000,00, of which ve 150,000,400 is
already available, and in their bank,

San Juan
R —————

Caserio San Juan Bautista 114 rermonont dwellings,
Extoensibn Caserfo Las Casas 456 % " "
”n ” (4] ”" 144 & & ”n "

* Under construction,
® & Tonding, waiting for assipnnont of funds,



Moyapucz,

Plans and spccifications arc being preparcd by the PrHA, for
tho construction of 164 permanont dwellingse

Puerto Rico Housing Authority,

Developrients constructed and occupicd:

LCCATION: NUMBER OF UNITS. KIND OF DEVELOTrMENTS,
E— .
Lares ‘ 192 Tormonent dwollings,
San Loronzo, 100 " "

10 Land and Utilitics,’

14 % Termanent dwellings, -

i Those 14 ncw homes, now undor construction, arc part of a move-
ment to clear o bad slum scction néar the permancnt 100 unit
doveloprent, A ninirmm type ‘house, connicted to the sanitary
facilitics, alroady in place, are constructcd from Torra Cotta’
Clay tile, Focilitics provided are living spacc, onc bed room,
and onc or two bunk rooms, depending on the size of the fanmily to
be replaced, Estimatod costs per houso will bo about i ¢1,2006CCe

LCCATICN s NUIBE: OF UNITS. KIND CF DEVELOIIENTS.
Agundilla, 176 Permanent dwellings,
San Gernédn, 100 " "
Coanoe 112 " "

32 Land and Utilitics,
Salinas, 104 Pormonent dwellings,

28 Land and Utilitics,
caycye. 1c4 rormonent dwellings
Humactno, 125 Land and Utilitlcs,
Vieques, 75 & Scni=permanont dwellings,

% The smnll project in Vioques was bullt to accommodate a group of
fanmilics who had to be replaced from their locations, They were
living on propertics taken over by the U, Se Nayv,

In addition to the ones alrecady completed; the fellowing is a
surmary of projoccts under constructiong

LCCATION: NUIBER OF UNITS, KIND OF DEVELOrLENT,
Arceibo, 144 (YoeYo Type) Termancnt céwellings,
Amelia Farm (Guaynablo) 626 Land and Utilities
San José, 491 Improved lots for
private doveloprents,
San José, 224 Termancnt dwellings,
San José, 300 Improved lots and

latrincs,
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Bayandn (Posquora) 347 Land and Utilities
Elecanor Rooscvelii* 329 Improved lots for
privato dcveloprient,

Arecibo ¢ 30 Permancnt dwollings,

Up to this:dato; therefore, the Puerto Rico Housing Authore’
ities comploted, or have under construction 4,541 accormodations,
divided in the following catogories:

Permanent Lond and  Improved lots Improved lots  Somie
dwellings Utilities and latrines for private Permanent
devalopments

2,178 1,168 300 820 75

With funds still available it is estimated, that approximatee
1y 1,423 additionsl living units can bc constructed, of which 952
of a permanoent naturc, 362 of the Land and Utility type and 9
additional lots for privatce developrent,

Taking thosc also into account we find thon,' that the four
Authoritics will have provided;

34130 permanent dwelling units,
1,530 land and utilitics
300 improved lots with latrinecs and public fountains,
829 improved lots for private developrents, and
75 scnieperroncnt hores (Vicques preject) or an overall
total of
5,864 living accormodations, all with Insular appropriations,

These accomplishrments siiould be supplerwnted with some infore
mation rogarding purchascs of land and farms by soveral of the
Authoritics for futurc developments, if and vhon Fodoral funds or
Insular funds again become available, Mayagucz, for instance, has
procecdings on its way for tho purchase of o 60 acros farm,. Ponce,
too, 1is thinking of purchasing some propertics for futurc dovelop=-
nents, San Juan has alrcady parchasc a very large farn in Isla
Verde, and tho PRHA has purchascd many other farms and sites, vary-
ing in acrcage and in various locations, Tho PRHA also hopes to be
able to provide the first shopping center in its San José develop-
rnent with the funds at hand, It is anticipatod that within one
year from today, approximatoly 1,500 to 1,600 familics will have
noved into the various accommodations to be made available, It
will be nceessary, thercefore, thet some shopping facilitics be
made available to thon for the purchase of their daily nceds,

In surmarizing the performances obtained by the Pucrto Rico
Housing Authoritics, with Federal and Insular assistance it will
be found that a total of 11,632 fanilics will soon have noved
from their horrible slum and unsanitary locati-ms to very rmuch
improved surroundings, Their new locations, well plamncd with
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streets, playgrounds, sanitary facilities, shops and stores where
necossary, arc models for hoalthful living, soncthing really

worth while to bring childron up in, While a consideroble amount
of monoy is involved, it is rcally very sanll in comparison to

the sufferings and urhealthful conditions under which they were
living, and so many hundrceds of thousands today arc still cxisting,

A progran for the bettern.nt and improvements of the lives of
those,' upon whose shoulders rost the respensibility of providing
the large labor forcc needed to kecp any country or statc in a
healthful position” as far as econory and production arc concerncd,
cannot bc expceted to produce these responsibilitics if thoy have
to live under circumstancos under which many animals could not
oven exist,

EXPERIMENTAL HOUSE

The Puerto Rico Housing Authority has, and still is experircnte
ing with the construction of homess Some of thom arc of the pre-
fabricated type, while othors arc rroduccd in the conventional
manner, It is too carly to give a definite staterent as to tho
succoess of the various experimonts, but vhat is kaown from them as
for as construction costs arc concerncd, no great advantages have
been noticed,

4 fow aluninun homes have been purchascd and crected on o
sitec ncar Catafio, The great disadvantage of this kind of homcs
is, that only thc walls and roof construction are purchascd, in
othor words "the shell", All other work as foundations, floors,
installation of clectric and plumbing facilitics, and ercction of
"tho shell" arc added ¢osts, difficult to ocstimnte whon purchase
of "the sholl" is mado, Furthermore, large froight and transpore
tation costs arc ancther added cexpense, vhich actually do not
inprove the building at 211,

A further exporiment is being made with a ™Tcldcon® product,
These homes have stecl frame wolded togcther, Pre=fabricated 2
inch conerste ranels arc placed betwoon the stool froming and
fostencd to same, Inasruch as those buildings orc now under conse
truction further detailcd information as to costs and livcability
are¢ not yct available,

Still another oxperiment is being made in the ¢ onstruction of
a so=called "rindnill" “ypc housc and a "Yo=Yo" type housc, Tho
main thing in comon that both desijms have, is thoet thoy arc
constructed arcund a corc, which core contnins four corplete utility
units, with shovicr, viater closct and a faucct, Tho ™yindmill" typu
spread itsclf in the four dircetions of the wind, while the "Yo=Yo
type arc put together to savo an oxtra vall, EBach of +ho types will
accomnodate four familics, and duc to the fact that the utility units
are placod at the interscetion of four diffcrent building lots,
gives the individual house a great deal of land in front of tho
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house, This condition, in our estimation will give the tenant

& good opportunity to till the available soil, or if so desired,
rnade a real nice garden out of this ground, Cost figurcs received
for the construction of 144 of thcse houses run about §el,500400
per dwelling wnit,

Attached photographs of the house plan of both of these typos;
and a porspective vicew of same, can be fcund in the illustrations,

MODEL HOUSING 3

Within tho organization of the Pucrto Rico Housing Authority,
but functioning separately, is the Model Housing Boarde This
Board is composed of throe members, appointed by the Gevornor of
Puerto Rico, and who serve without compensction for a torm of
five (5) ycarse This Model Housing Board wams creatéd pursuant to
terms of Act, No, 108 of the United States Congress, approved
Morch 2, 1034,

It is the duty of thc Modcl Housing Board to design and
construct houscs of soveral types which shall be modcls of sanie
tation, health, convenicnce and comfort, The Board, in accordance
with the provisions of this Act, cannot build morc than cight (8)
modcl houses in any scnatorial district in any onc yoare

All housos built aro sold at such priccs and under such torms
and conditions as it nay dotormine, The funds derived from the
salc of such houses arc pleced in the Insular Treasury to tho
account of the Mpdel Housing Fund cstablished by the Act, for
which purposc thc sum of $30,000,00 is scparatcd annually out of
revenue of intoxicating liquors,

Up to the proscnt time modgl houscs have beon constructed
anc sold in tho scnatorial districts of San Juan, Arocibo, Utuado,
and Mayaguez, Anothor cight (8) such houscs arc built in Ponce,
and ncgotiations aro going on for the sale of sance Intho
district of Humncao wo arc constructing eight (8) experimental
buildings, while plans arc im preparation for construction of
nodel hormes in Coamo, Caguas, San Germfn, Aitonito, and Afinsco,

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES.

The work of Local Housing Authoritics is not limited to managing
and maintaining the dovolopmentse Onco the houscs arc occupica, tle
Authoritics spend considorable timg and moncy and offort in raising
the familics" standard of living so that they will adapt thomselves
to the now and better onvironments, This phaso of the Authoritics!
work is classificd as Community Activitics,

This work is of an cducational nature, and its main purposc is
to raise the tcnants? standard of living, Special omphasis is
given to hoalth, cducation and rcercation, It includes cstablishing
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of nursery schools, work shops, coopsrative stores, periodicals,
clubs, librarics, boy and girl scout troops, milk stations for
children, lunch rooms, médical clinics, wolfarc sorvices, athlotic
garnos, ctce, playgrounds, athletic fiolds and comrmnity centers
are provided for thesc activitiszs which scrve as social and ree
creational centers, not only for fanilies living in the heusing
projcets, but also for others in the immediate neighborhood,

Slunm clcarance is slow work, cspocially when funds arce limited
but the Pucrto Rico Housing fAuthoritics are working not only toward
reducing slum arcas, but toward cducating the poople occupying
homes in their housing developments in a new, hoalthicr and moro
csthetic way of living,e

In closing, a work of appreciation should go to all the
Commissioners of the various Local Authoritics, who have given so
much of their time in the furthering of the splendid housing proe
gran for loweincomec familics, which started just ton ycars agoe
Their, untiring offorts cannot be calculated in noncy, but the
leadership thuy have given in the fulfilmont of their duties, is
to a great oxtent responsible for the success the Local Housing
Authoritics have obtaincd,

SUMMARY OF ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE, AFTER
ALL FUNDS NOW AT HIAND ARE EXPENDID

Pormonont dwcllings o o o o o o o o o o o ¢ o o o o o 7,709
Seni=permancent AWollings o ¢ o o ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o 0 ¢ 0 o o 207
Loand and utilitics ® 0 0 ¢ 0 ¢ s 0 o o o 4 0 0 o @ 2’587
Improved land, with latrince and public fountains  « ¢« 300
Improved lots, for private developrionts o ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o 829

GRAND TOTAL eeeeell,632
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RIO PIEDRAS. P. R. San José development. This de-
velopment will ultimately house 6,200 families, totaling
more than 30,000 peorle. It provides for three large
neighborhood shopping c¢enters, a town piaza, four ele-
mentary schools, one Senior and onc Junior High School.
In addition, approximately 40 acres are set aside for a
large commurity playground, supplemented by a secondary
playground of more than 10 acres, and from 20 to 25
smaller playareas within the blocks.

Neighborhood centers to contain stores, providing daily
needs, community kuilding, elementary school, police and
fire station, filling station, and church. Each of these
centers also have a playarea to be used by the school and
community building, Size of centers from 10 to 12 acres.

Town Plaza to provide location for stores and shops,

movies, civic — ard other public buildings, w3 ‘ine oo
require.

Total Area of Development 520 Acres.
$5.000,000, an Insular grant, is a*ilsitl2 for construction
purposes. It is estimated that another $13.000,000 v.iil ©2
required to complete housing accommodations :lone.
Average rent return {> be $6.50 per month jer cccom-
modation. Accommodations to be provid:d:
2700 Dwelling units. Pcrmanent building:; in 2 ard 3 story
apartments.
1600 Land and Utility units.
900 Improved lois for private cousiruction

6.200 Accommodations.
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WINDMILL TYPE HOUSE: The core of four utility
units, providing toilet, and shower facilities are placed at
the intersection of four building lots of 250 square meters
each. (2.691 sq. feet). W ith construction of the living units
around this core, a large square footage of front yard
is available to each individual unit, for planting of small
food crops, or flowers if so desired.

Experience has shown that individual units can be cons-

tructed for less than $2,000. complete, inctuding 2 sets
of double army bunks.

At the head of each set of bunks, a %" thick sheet of
masonite or similar material acts as a dividing partition.
On level sites, these units are very adaptable and prov-
ide an abundance of cross ventilation, so necessary in
our semi-tropical climate.



Windmill Type Houses: A perspective view of these units
and an elevation, treated differently-
Note utility units section projecting
above the main roofs.
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“YO-YO” TYPE HOUSES: In principle, these units are
similar to the “Windmill Type” homes. Here again the
center unit containing the utilities are also placed at the
intersection of four lots. While cross ventilation has been
sacrificed to alarge extend, the combined four living units
are adopicble Lo a more rolling site, because these units
can be placed on the site broadside or shortside, facing
thz street, depending on the contours of the site. Another
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saving is the fact of using a party wall. Several hundred
of these units are now being constructed, using loadbear-
ing Terra Cotta Clay Tiles, whith g scratch finish. With the
use of this material large savings will be made, because
painting of this material is not required. The variations
in texture and colors, against a natural setting of green
hills and plenty of colorfu] plants make for an ideal ap-
pearance, N
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“Yo-Yo'’ type House: Perspective sketch of four
living units.



EXPERIMENTAL HOUSE - Rio Piedras, P.R.

Materials:

6" Load Bearing Terra Cotta Clay Tile
Combed or Scratch Finish

Smooth Finished Inside, no Plaster
Concrete Floor & Roof

Construction Cost:
$3,200
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Typical slum dwellings in “L] Funguitc”, San Juan, P. R.



San Juan, P. R Vicw of a water front slum. Most of the

homes project well into the water on scanty
wooden stilts. Hilariously this slum is named

“Buena Vista”.



I'ypical slum condition anywhere in Puerto Rico



Typical Slum Houses

Shacks like these, are called ‘“Home”
by hundred of thousands people in
Puerto Rico. Note broken down walk
across swampy areas. A complete story
in despair, misery, unhappiness, and
desperation.



This photography depicts the story far better than
words could describe them. From areas like these
our labor forces are coming, and future generations
are born and raised.






Aguadilla, P. R. Slum dwellers on a hill side.

Note concrete porch and railingin

conter of picture.



MUNICIPAL HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CAPITAL OF PUERTO RICO
“SAN JUAN BAUTISTA HOUSING PROJECT”

Shown is first stage of construction, 114 dwelling units.
Built in Stop 24, Santurce, P. R. with Insular Funds.
The completed rtroject will consist of 384 dwelling
units.



MUNICIPAL HOUSING AUTHCORITY OF THE CAPITAL OF PUERTO RICO
“ILLAS CASAS” EXTENSION HOUSING PROJECT,

Blocks “A’ and **B”, 282 dwelling units, under construction; at extreme right
foundations of building for Block “C”, 174 units. The construction of Block
“D” will complete the project to 600 dwelling units, Built with Insular Funds
at Calle Eduardo Conde, Santurce. Ia the background “Las Casas Project,
402 dweling units, built in 1941, with funds from F. P, H. A.



MUNICIPAL HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CAPITAL OF PUERTO RICO
VETERAN’S TEMPORARY HOUSING PROJECT

132 dwelling units situated in Calle Lofza, Santurce,
The Federal Government furnished the material and
construction of the buildings; the Local Authority
furnished the streets and utilities.



Humacao, P. R.

Bird’s Eye View of Land and Utility
Development. Except for a few experi-
mental houses, constructed by PRHA,
(center foreground) tenabts provide their
own houses. Note row of utility buildings
to the left.



TYPICAL SEMI-RURAL ONE FAMILY HOUSE: Used
throughout the island in 10 differcnt locations.

These houses are placed on lots varying in sizes from Y,
of an acre to one acre, on which they may be able to provide
for food crops in their behalf. Running water is being pro-

vided in the homes, but toilet and shower facilities are n:t..

A latrine is provided for each house, and shower buildings
are used by more than one family.

In general, these developments have been found to be not
too succesful. Growth of families in excess of space in the
dwellings available brings many management difficulties.

Costly and unsanitary atrines, are another objectionable
cundition. Multiple use of shower houses too, brings ad-
¢itional comvplains. The latter condition has been partly
overcome by pluacing a shower unit in the later construct-
ed dcvelop ments.

The lack of sanitary sewerage facilities, due to the large
size of developments, (some of them well over 200 acres)
are one reason why PRHA does not intend to further ex-
periments with this kind of devolpment. In addition (o
this. road up-keep,, costly management repairs, due 10 ex-
cessive development sizes, are also responsible for their
decision.



San Lorenzo, P. R. Panoramic view of development. Here

too, open living porch spaces are provided

on the upper floors.



Cayey, P. R. An interesting view with hilly background

and shadc trees in front



San German, P. R.
Typical two story apartment building, accom-

modating twelve families, with playground in
foreground. Swings and slides for the smaller
kids, and basket ball facilities for the older
ones, are basic equipment provided in almost
every development.



San German, P. R. Rear view of two story apartment

dwellings, showing stairways leading to

the upper floor.



Cataiio P. R. View of two story apartment buildings.



Cataiio, P. R. Front view of iwo story apartment
dwellings. Tenants for second floor
. apartments, enter from the rear of
building by stairways.
Note the usze of “Dutch Doors” to
keep small children ipnside, if so
desired.



Aguadilla, P. R.
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General view of the Aguadilla Development “José
De Diego. Experiments arc being made with open
porch effect living space for second floor apartments.
(See two story building front, to right.) Also note
garbage collection station in front. From tenants
point of view, open living spaces are unsuccessful-
Driving rains from either front or rear compel them
to move furniture back and forth,



Salinas, P. R. )
Wherever possible, trees are being saved to A

provide for shady places, very scarce in most
developments.



Salinas, P. R.

Group of two story Apartments
each accommodating 8 families.



Ponce, P. R. Two story Apartments
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Ponce, P. R. Land and Utility Development
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Ponce, P. R. Land and Utility development.
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