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HOUSING FIIOGNESS I}I PUERTO RICO

1938 - 1948

\
ij' :

}'Jhen in the latter Part of 193?, the Congress of tho United States
passed a HOlrsrilG i\cr, rcadcrs in hrerto Rico sarv a ray of hopo that
probably something could bo clone for the tirurdrcds of thousanas of
pooplc within their Island, living undor thc nost horriblc unsanitary
conditions.

To thosc rcadors, o, r,rord of thanks is ccrtainry not rnisplaccd,
bocauso through their offorts ancl untiring cnthusiasn, thc IirsularLegislaturc during thcir ncxt sossion in r9gg, passcd a H6usiliG r\cr
kcyod to thc onc pa,ssod ln tho Unitcri Statcsr-cnabling [Iunicipaliticsto ostablish Local Housing riuthoriticso

thio carr to arms soon borc fruits, becausc in that samc yoarfi.re Locrr1 Authoritics wcrc lcgally establishcd. poncc, San JLan,
l'{ayt6ucz, Arccibo and Rio Pioilras were the localitics .t"tict cstctblish-
oC such authoriticso Thc first thrcc mcntioned, with Juris<iictionof opcration within thc borrnclurics of thcir rcsiective toryns, a1dthc onc in Rio Pierlras, The Prrcrto Rico Ilousing iruthority wiih fslandwide jurisdiction, exccpt ponce, san r.Iuan anrl l.tayaguczr The ono
cstablishcd in irecibo, transferrcd its rcsponsibiiitics to thc IRlIt,
so that actually four Locnr Housin5 authoritics are actively in
opcration.

rn passing the rrrsurar Housing .r'ict, financiar ossi.stancc wosalso proviiicd for, to enable the Locrrr ir.uthoritics to prcparc tho
ncccssary applications, rcquircC by the Unitcd Statcs itoriing .fr.uthor-ity, in [,Iaslingtonl D. C.

Sincc Iittlc of ths inforn:a.tion requireC by thc llashington 0fficcvras reaciry at hllnd, nonths and mcnilr" of cffori vrcr.c nce.-!cc. to
procluce thc ncccsscry r,r,terials.

.lr. great CeaI of time rm.s savcrl, holevcr, bccausc thc Uniter.l StatcsIlousing Authority hrtt cstr.blished an fnsular FiolC Office in Satr r.Iuan,so instcad of cndrcss waiting for replles cn questions, tr: bc crearodby bcat rnail, vnost of our inquirics cculd be answercd irrrectiately bythe staff employccs of this Fielil Office.

up to today, alr of us in the local rluthoritics nay boast of thefine coopcration anrl coordinaticn wc havo cxporicnce,l fron all thosestaff enployoos cf this Fe,lcral Organization.

Earnarking of frrncs for financial assistance by the USlUr, rvero
appro"rcd nct too 1on5 after thc Local Authoritics l.rorc establishcd, butconsidcre.bly norc tir,rc vras required in thc prcparation of lvcrking craw-ings anC spccificati,;ns. fn thc lattc" po"i,i ISSS, the pcnco Authrrr-ity was finally successfur in crearing air the obstrrlres an,.: ucginactuar censtruction. soon ilrercaftcr, thc san Juan rr.uthority oia th,,
PRIIA f.-rllovrc.I in th,:ir strice rrith th; Mayagucz riuthority c,ifu.ng; in alittle Iatcr.
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Rcturning onr:s thoughts to the first hectic ycors of hrbric

Housing in hrerto Ricr., bring back narqr me:rcirics lc prgbrcns to be
solvcci, becausc Hrcrtr-, Rican conrlitions could in nost instcnccs not
be conpcrccl. r'rith suy cristing in thc crnt.tncntar unitcd statcs.
Hhetcvcr thc diffcrellcos raay havc bcen at that tir.rc, aII Rrcrto Rico
HousiIS ,hithcritics havc bccn succcssful in theircnd"aror, and to-
rlay after tcn years of opcration nr.y Lre ri6lrtry proud of their ac-
cornplislrncnts.

lrith thc l'ccoral frrn.ls assigncd tc thc four Locar .iiuth.:ritics,
Poncc hacl pruu:ec six ccvorcpnents; san Juan f,rur; I,.lcya5ucz twc, atrc
PRIIA fourtocn, totaring approxirnatory 14 nillion riorriri.

tho cutbrcak of frlorld t7ar If in Dcconbcr 1941, brought lviur it
nany uforcscon ccnditions, which tc a rar;e cxtcni Jcoparcizecl thesplendid start maCc by thc Local jiuth<iritieso Scvcril of tf,o planncd
der,'olopncnts had. t? _bu postporrecr and i'eclcral funils already as'signcciwcro takcn back, lrith tho unclcrstandin6; that as s._l{)n as pcace wourc
bo CcclarcC, reactivation of tho postpJnc.l cLcr,,clcpncnts, coultl bcrcqucstci. Drrc to this acti..:n the poncc /ruthoritv ,ro" ilrligacl to
postporrc ono of her ccvelopricnts, srn Juo"n onc, ancr. FRlui tvro. lirrthese Cevclopnents have nor.r ber,n reoctivcrtoir an,.l are either conplctcclor undcr constructicn. Tho fturds criginally assignecl to thc /.uihor-itios werc in;:ost instances nct sufficicnt t,r UuiIe thc altlcipate<l
numbcr of unitsr.:nil frur,.-ls fron other sourccs hrr.l to be acklccl t-c
produce tho plarmcd hc,noso

Thc forlowing is a surinory of .rcvcropncnts, constructcrl rrith
Fed.eral as sistlacc r

LOC.|rTIONr FROJECT ti0. MEIBi]R OF
UIIITS

KI}ID OF DEI/ELOPI,IUJ.I?

Ponce

a

P1R.-I-1.
lla6 L-6t
ll I-3.
ll I-4.rl 1-5.
Itro l.-r. Itll

500g

eBo"
116
I52
2LO
523

Pernoncnt riwallin5sI
It
It
ll

It

ll
t,

I*rnC anC Utilities.

Rcaotivate<I, ncvr undor ccnstrrrcticn.

San Juan 420
132,
200

B4

13?,

Pcrncnen'
n

t Crvcllin5s,

Tonporery dvrcllin6s (tfar

P.R. 2-1.tl ?-2.ll 2-3.ft
tt 'l-4,
rr ftir

ll
ll
It

ll
ll

enc16;oncy)
t Roactivatcd- Bil'.s ha,c boon takcn, arryard fc.rthcouri,cot a Housing for veterans, constructca wittr rilar Energcncy F\rn.ls.

ll



h.rerto Rico Hous in6 .Iruthcri ty.

LoC;TI0l{r PrToJLCT I,ttrUBER.
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IruT{BER OF
UI'IITS.

ifi}ID OF DE1ELOP![[iNT.

Fajardo.
I'lrmatf .
Caguus.
Caguas.
Boyant'rn.
Ilurracac.
fsabcla.
.r\5uadi 1Ia.
-axr.o tiec:ras.
Yauco
r'trccibo.
Carolirra.
Guayana
Cataiio.

DDa atra 3-1.
3-2.
3-3.
34.
3-5.
3-6.
3-7.
5-8.
3-9 o

3-10R.
3-II.
S-LZc
3-14.
3-15.

210 .t
193 ft
I20 r
I52 .t
89 it

200 &
L70 tu

I9g .t
256te
2?7 k
100rsfi
197 .itr

146 A
160ftft

Pcrrranont Dwel linf;s.

Pcrr.uncnt Dwc1lin6s.
Io.nd anil Utility.

t,
ll
ll
ll

lf
It
ll
t,
r
tl
|l
ll
rt

It
ll
ll
t,

& Donctcs Scni-rural r,.cvolopncnts.
t fi Denotes Urban c'.cvo}:pr,rr:nts.
Thc rlcvoropncnts in Guayuna .e,ntl cotafio wcrc roactivatcd, catafic isconprcted ant.l fulry occupicc, l'ftirc in Guayar,u, tenant scrccticnwilr start sr;on rurLl tcnarrts wirl be ebrc to novc in by the nidclrcof Scptcnbcr 1948.

trflayaguez. P.R. 4-1.
tt 4-Zo

476
5?+

Fron this sur:r*ry nrc rcarn that z? ccvolopncnts havc becn builtor are under constructior:, accr.,utodatin6 SrZOe'fanilicsr Frorr thosc,4, 579 wirr evcntuarll' rivc in a pcrrnncnt clwerrin5, rsi in scr.i-pcrr:a.ncnt structures.(iq cncrge,cy honos in san dirri;-^"J irdszhavc e parccl of ranc anrl vlatci anrl toiret faciriticso
This nunbcr of accor,u:odations is a substa-ntiar anou,t, but thcoutbre*k of thc war is tc, 51or.o that this 

"*rUo, is nct actuallycoubrcd cr tripred, sincc arr Authoritics ,reie-orcrr in a positiontc pro<luce a grcatcr nu:,rlicr of <h,rorrin6s if Foacr*r ftrncs huc bcenavailablc.

Public llcusinS, hcwover, cnrc, !o *h:^,*r, 'nas corrpretcly stoppecl,anc all thc buircrinE rrnc c.nitructi.,rn efforti vrcre uscrr tc producowal vlsrlzsrs h.ncs in thc nr:st ncocled snarr anc lalr6;o incustriar arcas.Ftrcrtc Ricr, r'rith n:, incustriar ercas tcr spcak irf, r...;r prctlucticn of*uar r;atoricls, uas cc::rplctcly by_passod cnil hc,usiirg in i;"."oi*i, withFcc'crar assistancc carrc tc a c..nlrctc stanc stirro
IIaC it not bccn fcr thc ncre than gcncrous assistancc reccivcdfron fnsular Lcgisluturc 

"pprop"i.ti.,ns] 
pr;;; Rico Housin6 riuthop_itics, l'rhilo approciativc ror irrc Fcdcrar assistance rccoivccl, courd

ll
It
r
ll
ll
ll
It

lt
ll
ll
It
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iilI in alle i .1619501000.00 hr.vo boon appropriatod by thc
rnsular Lc6islaturc f'ron llay 1g44 tc Lhy lgtr, to fur-bhor thc proEress
nat''le lrY thc Local /ruthori.tics. Thcsc appropriations havc kcpt i:trblic
Ilousing Ln Fuu.rtc.lico on lts fcet anil irr thu inrbric oyc. 'lllth the
cxccplion of a fcrv Staf,cs ln thc Unitcd Statcs, Iicrr York, Lfassachu-
sctts, and sonc othcrs, IICTI.li,j havc rccci',rcc prcportionally as nuch
assistancc locaIIy as thc itrorto iico r\uthoritics havc oLtaincdo
tlnothcr rTcrd of than]:s tc thosc vrho havc so 6cncrorr^s1y supl:ortcd thc
procram for itrblic liousin5 in i\rorto iiico.

-t-

not boast too nuch ovcr on avoragc productlcn cf 576 accorm:rorlatl,oas
Dor year, for. all four iuthoriti<;s.

rhc noncys oppropriat,:d to tht'r causu' of r\rbric llcusin6 r.rcro
reccivcd os foLlo:s r

ACT N0. 108, i,{ay 15, 1944. $. Sr2oo,oooo 00.

$.212oo1ooo.oo to ilULrt )
;1 1100010OO.OO tcl San Juan }lcusilg Auttrcrity)

l-or acguisition of sitr;s olcl pr'cparation of
pl.ans nnd spccificatitx fcr 1ov-rcnt housingo

Act !{0. 154, I'!ry 9, 1945. $.lr0oi.rroco.oo to i'=,ILr, fcr thc dcr,'crop-
*rlt of' Iolz-ront housing proj:cts.

Acr No. 264, Llcry 14, 19.i5o *.1roo0rooo.0o fcr srrrr,r clcarancc o::Iy,
no part of thos<; fr:nds to b; ugcd for re-
clcvoloprncnts

ACT NO. 265 14 19/:5o $.3 750 000.00 of r.tr ich c

8001000.00 to San Juan Authcrity;
600r000.00 to Poncc AuthoritvS
35010C0.C0 to l.hyalltrcz Authority;

.1501000.0C tc .lrccibo Authority; ancl
1r85CrCC0.00 to i'iJlt, of which ;1. IEO,O0O.OC to bc spont

in ,irccibo.
iilI thcsc swu Sr construction of lo,r-rcnt
housing.

AC? IIO. 18 31 1946 1 ?50 000 0rJ of v.rhich:

t. 5?51000.00 to San Jr.un ritrthcrtty;tt 15OrOr.)0oOO tc Fcnco /ruUrority[ 1501000.00 to llrya5uoz Aut]rorityS andn 8?5;00O.t)rl to piillrr, $a lEOrOOO.bC of rzhich to bc. spcnt
in .lrccibo. lloncys to bc r:sccl for Iow-rent
housing constructicn.

ACT NO. 4,LO, ifay L3, L947. C. 6r25orcc0.oc; to jitiA for thq
construction of Io:-rcnt hcusin5,
cxcopt for {}. S0rOOO.i.O

a
ll
il
It

lt
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which shall bo uscd for inprovcrcnts
to Bamios 0brcros.

rn accition to alr thcsc appropriations by thc Lc5lsrattrcof hrcrto_Rlco, i'iuln rccolved an adclltlonal arnlrrnt of I. zoc;uco.cc
fronn"i-Iar Erer5ency Ftur<ls to dofray labor cost of ttro Catafic ilevclop-
lento -Thc Enrqr6ency Cornaittoe' supplor:nonted our fund,s rrlth anrther
$o 60Oe(r0o.oc, for tho -constructiln of several hwrdrocl now horrscsin Lares. and.Aguatlilra, both of rvhich cities rvcrc c onsidcrcbty
damagcd by fircsl

lJhile a lar6c ntmbcr of nelv hof.:s anC othcr accoriunod,ations havoorready bocn aud aro bclng providoc, it should, bc bornc ln nindthat prcsont day constnrction ccsts ere nuch highcr than thosoprovailing in the oarly forties. prosent day construction costs
have bocn forrnd to bc fron rso to zcO p"""ont hi6hcr .than thosepaid in thc boglruring of thc program.

Ttrc i\crto iiico llousin8 Authcrity, rearizing that such costs
rTourd cut th.lir progran in noro ttran half c-,f rrhai thcy coulcl havc
acccmplishecl, if priccs trerc not incroasr:rl, has constructcr', scveralcxpcrincntal houses ancl stirl is buirclin6 sorcrcl othcrs, to firrdout whcrc any savinss can bo :na.,l,o, vithout rlo.::aging thc ilvcabirityof th<.r hcnrcs.

this subjoct ullr bo drscussc<l.norc furly in sonc of th*: for-
Iou.'lng pc.ragraphs.

Pioc;\Ess I.hDE BY ALL flIil AllrltJlir?rrs l.'rrli r}trsuLl.I FUNDS
APPilor;lL'rr,tD ,'.;iE ,is FrlLLolIs s

Poncc t

'Funds nccccd for thc constructicn of thc'zB0 clwolrings for
f.il.-1-2, nou u:rdcr crcctiorr e.rc $" lrr83r3gg.Tgr. pesr.ruitr as onry
$ 568r060o7c r','crc awrirabl.: frorn Focleral assistancc, as pe.rt ofthclr Loan-c.nrtract, (:6rsr5(tc.crc r-irr be rcquircd frorn ri:surar
tr\rnds tc complctc this projcctl

rn adclltlon, thcy arc consi.Joring thc prcparatlon of prans aicspoclficatir.rns for thc constnrcticn oi anotircr' sgo &;rii"i;-r-it",urith an cstir'.rat,:cl cost of f. 934rooC;CO, of rrhich +, lao;dO.CO-i"alread;r availablo, ond ln truir bank.

San Juan r

Casorlo San Juan Bautista
Extcnsi6n Casorlo l,as Casas

rtilt,,,

fu r:nanont clne1.Ilngs.
ltfl

114
456 :t
144Aa

* Undor cqrutructlon.
t t ionding, vraitin5 for assi6nnont of fwrrls.

t, lt
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19f9,3..
plans ond, spcciflcations arc being preparcd by thc PilIIA, for

tho constructi,.rn c.f 164 pcrrranont dwcllings;

hrerto i?lco Hous Authorl a

Dcvolopr,rcnts constructccl and occuplcd:

LCCATTON: NU].tsE;I OF INIITS. KIND OF DE1/ELOT},{EItrTS.

Inros
San Loronzol

L92
100

1C
L4r

Ibrmancnt &nollings.
lltl

Lond and Utl1itl,:s.'
icrranont &'rollints.

t thoso 14 nocr honcs, now undor constmction, arc part of a !'irovo-
ncnt to cloar a bad slum s..rctlon noar tho por:'rancnt lOii u,loit
dovolopncnt. A reininrn typc-house, conn')ctcd to tho sanitary
facilitlos, alroncly trl placc, are construct'.:c1 frQn Torra Cotta-
Clay tilc. FacilitLcs providcd are living spacc, onc bccl rcon,
and ono or tl'ro bunk ro,-rnsl dcponCing on thc sizc af tho fanily to
be roplacocll Estinatccl costs pcr houso lrill bo about i .1,20C.CC.

LCCATII)Itr: NtI].tsIJiI CF TJITIIS. KII,ID OF' DEiELOI'I,EItrTS.

AguadilIa.
San G,or:rrdn.
Coa,no.

Sallnas r

Caycy.
Ilunacao.
Vieques.

.fireclboe
Amelia Farm (Guaynabo)
San Jos6.

San Jos6,
San Jos6.

t I?rc sr:411 projoct ln Vioquos vr..s bullt to accoru:rodatc a group of
fanllics vrho hod to bc rcplacod fron thoir lccationsr lhcy wcro
living cn propcrtics tokon ovor by thc U. S. NoWt

fn addition tc thc oncs alroady complotccl, thc fc.llorrln6; is a
sur.llrary of proJccts undcr constructionr

LCCATIOI'I: }[UI.EIril 0F IffITS. KI]ID CF DEVELOilENT.

144 (Yo-Yo Upo)

I76
IL\C
112

32
1C'4

28
1C4
L25
?54

626
491

22tr
300

i)crr,:,anent dlrcIIlngs.
lll,
It ll

Iancl and Utlliticso
Porr.ranont thrclllngs .
Innd and Utilltics r
I'brnancnt C.wclIings
Iancl ancl Utllitlcs .
Somi-i)c rriEnont rlurc I 1 in6;s 1

?crrran<;nt Curo 11ings.
Land and Utilitles
Ir,nprovcd lots for
prlvatc dovolopmonts.
iorz,unont dwollings.
Inprovcd'lots anC
latrincs.
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Bayar.r6n (Pcsqu<;ro)
ELeanor Ror:scvcl.tii

s+7
329

Land and Utlllttcs
Inprovod lots for
privato dc:veloprpnt.

Pc rrrancnt dllo I I tngs .Arecibo i 50

Up to thls -dato, thcrefore, thc iruerto Rico Houslng Author-.
1!t:o conprcted, or havc undcr oonstruction 4rs41 accor.rrocratio:rs,
dlvidcd in thc follozing catogorics r

Pornanont Innd and &:rproved Lots
dr,rellings Utllitles and latrincs

fnprovod lots
for prlvato
dcv,: 1o;:r'.crrts

Sonl-
Pcrnanont

2rL78 11168 300 820 ?5

vllth fuvrils stlll avallabre it is ostir:ratecl, that approximate-ly Lr423 acc',itlonsl llving rrnits can bc cons'bruitocl, of-ivhich gs2
of a pcrn",nnont naturc, 3G? of thc Lantl and Utility typc and 9
additlcnal lots for privctc doveloi:r---rrt,

Talcin5 thosc also into accou::t lzo firrcl thcn, flrat thc four
Autlicriti,.)s ulll. h::vo provid,:dr

1:c rr.anrcnt Cvrclling wrlts .
land aud utilitics
inprovcrl lots uith latrinos anC public fountains.
tr,rprovcd lo'Ls for prlvatc clc'.'clcpnonts, an,.l
scnlrpcrruncnt honos (Vioqur:s proJcct) cr an ovcrall
total of

5r864 livlng accor.rnodaticns, arJ. rrith rnsurcr approprl.ctionsl

Ttrcse acconplish:rcnts si:ould bc supplcrr,'ntcd trlth scpc ir:for-
nnticn rogarding purchascs of lancl rinc fanrs by scvcrar cf tho
Authcritlcs for futurc dcvclop:"rcntsr'if anc tir.;n Fccoral fur-<Ii or
rnsurar frrn<ls again bcconc avallablo. Itrayagucz, for instcnce, has
prccoccinGs on lts lray for thc purchesc of a 60 acrcs farm. Foncr,toc, 1s thlnkiug of purchaslng sonc proy:rtios for frrturc dovorop-
ncnts, sair Juan has arrcady purchasu a vsry rcrgc forr:r in rsla
vcrdcr and tho PRHA has purchascd r.rany oflrcr far:as anc sitcsj vor[-
ing ln acrca,jo and in varlous locatious. Tho pRlli also hopcs to bc
ablc to provicc thc first shoppirig centcr ir.:. its san Josd d,cvelop-
ncnt rrlth tho frrnds at hand. rt.is anticipat-,d that vrlthin ono
year ft'on today, airproxinatcly 11500 to rr60c fry.dlics rzirr havc
r-rovcd into th,: various accor:modaticns tc bo :-.radc avairablo. rtvrlll bu ncccssary, thcruforc, 'ilrat sonc shcpl>hg facilitlcs bo
rndc availabl,: to thcn for ttre purchesc of .bh,.-)ir c.ciry ncedsp

rn sur:r.nrizing tho pcrfornanccs obtainccl by thc Rrcrto Rlco
Hsusing Authorltios, ti.th Foclerar nn<l rnsular qssis.banco it vrill
bc found that a tota} of 111632 far.rilics l'rirl soon havo noved.
fron thcir horrlbrc slurr ancl unsanitary l.ocati,rns to vcry rnrch
irirprovcd surrcuncin6sn rtrcir n-:vr rocatl--.nse r';c11 plarurcd r:rith

3rI3o
Ir530

300
829

75
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strcets, pray6rounds, sanitary faciritics, shcps anc storcs rvhere
nccossary, arc notlcLs for hcalthfur rlvin5, scncthing reaLlylrorth r.rhilc to bring.childron up in. ThiI; a consid,Jrablc anor.mtof noncy is involvccl, it is rcalry vcry sar.rrl in conparrson to
lfc suffcrings and urJroalthful con,lltions unclcr rrhicir thcy ucrcliving, arrd so nany hui:clrccls of thousands todny arc stiLl cxisting.

A pro6ran for thc bcttcrzir,nt anc ir:rprove::x;nts of thc rivcs ofthcscr'uporr rvhoec shouldcrs rcst th,; rcsp,>nsibiltty of providing
thc- 1ar5c labor forcc nocclcd to kocp any corrirtry or stato in ahcaLthful position' as far as econony and procluction arc conceralcd,cannot bc cxpcctcd to pro(r,uco thcsc rosponiitilitics if thcy havcto livc unilcr. circur:stanci)s undor rvhich nany aninaLs coulcl not
cvcn exist.

EXPLI mi.,ElI?,"L flousi]s

I?rc Prrcrto Rico Housin6 Authcrity has, and stirl is expcrincnt-ing vrith thc ccnstruc'uion of honco6 sonc of thcn arc of thc pro-fabricatcd type, rzhilc othcrs arc i:rocluccc in thc convcntio'aIrnrlnor. rt is too carry to givc a clofinitc statcrn:nt as to thc
succcss of thc various cxpcrirunts, but uhat is l:rorm frorn thcn asfer as constructicn costs are concJr-ncri, no groat acvantagcs havobccn nr:ticcd.

A fcrT alunir:,un hcncs hevc bccn purchasccl ancl crcctcd on asitc ncar Catafio. Thc grcat disaiivantai;o of this kind of honcsls, that cnry thc r,ralrs ancl rcof c.nstruction arc purchdsccl, inothcr rTorcls rrthc shclrrtl .[rr ot]rcr r:ork cs foundati,rrr., fIlo"",instalLation of clcctric ancl nlunbin6 faciritii;s, anrl crcction ofItthr: shcll'r arc arlcr.cri costs, hffr:."rit to cstinatc r.,rlrcn purche*scof frthe sholL" is :"ra<Ic. Fuithern,rrc, Iargc fr;i;;ht anr: iranspor-tation costs aro anothcr aclclocl cxpcnsc, ,.*-rict aciuarly clo notiuprovc thc buiLdin6 at c.11.

A furthcr cxpcrimcnt is bcing l:naclo rrith a tt'l'IctCcoirrt pro,luct.
These hornt-'s havo stccr frarro l,rolcccl togcthorl prc-fabricat"c ainch conerctc l.ancls arc placcd betr.rc.-;n tjrc stccl fra::ring cyrrlfastcncd to sano. Inas;nrch as thosc builclings erc rlor? unrlcr cons-tnrction furthr:r cletcil.,d inf'crnation s.s to Josts anrl livcabilityarc not yct avaiLablc.

stili anothcr cxporirmnt is bcing madc in thc c onstructicn ofa so-cal1cd r\rin:j:ri11', -!14pc hcusc and a ,,yo7yo, t17c housc, Ihcr.ain ttrir:g in co::Ilon thr.t both ccsi6ns havc, i" tiro.t tlicy arcconstructcd arcur:,:L o corc, r,rhich corc ccnto-ins four corprctc utirityunits, r'rith shorur, watcr closct and. a faucct. llho r,,.,rino:ritttr irr,,
s;'rrcad itsclf in tho four cl.irccticns cf thu rvind, r,rhilc qrc ryo-yor
typc aro put to6:othcr to savo an .;xtra r,'alr. nacn of thc ti4rt:s iri1L
accor:nodatu four fa:.riIios, anc cluc tc thr: fact that thc utiiity ruritsarc plac',c *t thc intcrscction of four rliffcrcnt buirrlirr,; lotsfgivos thc irrcli'ritlual housc a ;rcrrt tlcal oi, li:uil in frcnt of tho
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house. Thls conCltion, in our
a good op;,ortunity to ttII the
nado a real nice 6ar,1cn out of
for the constructicn of 144 of
per dvroll1ng rlritl

estinatlon trl1I givo the tenant
availablo solI, or if so dosircd,
this groundl Cost figurcs,received
thcse housos nrn about ilolrSOO.OO

Attachcd photcgraphs of thr: house pran of both of thcsc typos,
and a porspcctivc vicur of sanc, can bo fcuncl in thc lllustratibns.
MODEL HOUSING r

wtthin tho orgo.nlzatign of the H.rcrto Rr.co Houslng ,tuttrority,
but ftrncticning scparatoly, ts the -I,trocter Housing Boardo this
Board is corlposed of throo nonbcrs, appoirrtcd by thc Gcvornor of
hrerto Rlco, and rTho Berrro vrlthout conpcnse.tion for a tora'r of
fivo (5) yoarso ltris Modol Housin6 Doard r.ras croatid pursuant to
tcms of Actr'No. I08 of the United States Congross, apl:rovod
lfarch 2, I054o

It is tho duty of thc Llodcl Housin6 Board to dosign anrl
constr[ct houscs of sovcrol typcs rvhich shalI bo noclcls of sanl.-
tatlon, hcalth, convonlcncc anc confort. rho Board, in accorclanco
with thc provisions of this rtct, cannot build nor.c than'ci6lrt (g)
nodcl houscs in ar5r sorurtorlal Cistrict ln any onc [oor1

All housos built aro sold tt such priccs an<l unclor such torns
anrl conditlons as it nay dctornlno. Tho frrnds dcrivcd fron tho
salc of such houscs aro placccl in tho' rnsuler Trcastulr to tho
accowrt of thc ldo,icl Ilousing Funcl cstabrishecl by thc ;1ct, for
vhich puri)osc thc sur.r of {1501000o00 ls scparatcd annually out of
rovonuo of intoxloating liquors.

up to thc proscnt tirnc nodgr houscs havo bcon constrtlctecl -anc sord ln tho sonatoriar dlstricts of san Juan, Aroclbo, utuad.o,
and lrayaguoze .urothor otglrt (8) such houscs aro built in ponco,
and nogotiaticus aro going on for thc snlo of sanol fn thodlstrict of llrr:racao uo aro constructing ei6lrt (B) cxpcrirnontat
buildings, rrhilo prats aro iq prcparatr.cn for conslnrction of
nodol hor.ps in cooro, caguas, san Gorntf.n, Aibonito, ancl ,'i.fiasco.

C OTIDIIffIIY ACTNITTIES,

Tho vork of local llcrlslng Arithoritics ls not llnlted to nanaging
and nafntaining thc dcvolopncntsl orco thc houscs arc occupied, .tle
Authorltlcs sponcl consiclorablo tinrg ancl rnoncy ancl cffort in-raising
tho fantrlcs'r standard of living so that they wlll odapt thcr.uorvcsto tho ncur and bcttcr cnvJ.ronnents. this phaso of thc Authorttiost
vrork Ls classificd as Conrrunity Actlvities.

lhis work ls of an oducatlonal nature, and its rnain purrrosc isto ralse thc tcnantst standar.r of f.ivin6. spociar onphasis is
5lvon to hoqlth, cducatl,on and rrccroation. it includos cstablishing
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of nursory schocls, vrork shol)s, cooperativc storos, pcrioclicals,
clubs, librarics, boy'and girl scout troops, nilk staticns for
chilclrcn, lunch rocr-'ls, ngdical cLinics, vrolfurr: scrwiccs, athlctic
Eanos, ctco, play6roturcLs, athlctic fiol<ls and cor.nilnity ccnters
orc p1'o'yldcd for tlii)su rrctiviti';s I'rhich si!-r'o as socic.l nnd ro-
creaticnal centcrs, not only for fcrrilics living in thc hcusing
1>roJccts, but also for othors in thu ir.rnoiliatc ncl5hborhood,

Slrrn clcarancc is slor vrork, csl,ocially vrhcn fr.mcls aro linitcC
but thc htcrto Rlco Housini; iiuthortti.:s ar,; lzorlciir6 not cnly tol,rarcl
rcCucirr6 slum aroas, but tovrard .-:ducating thc pooirlo occul':yin6
h,incrs in their housing dcvoloi:mcnts in a notr, hoalthi,;r and rnoro
csthctic nay of livin6o

In olosing;, a work of appri;ciotion shc''uld go to alL thc
Conrrrissioncrs of tho various Local Authoritlcs, l',rho havc 6ivcn so
nuch cf thcir tirrc in tho furthering of the slrlcn(Licl housing pro-
grar.r for lolv-irrconc fanilics, r'rhich str:rtccl just tcn.ycars ago.
Thefrr wrtirinl; offorts cannot bc calculatcd in noncy, but thc
lcadcrshil? th.:y havc glvcn in thc fuLfilncnt of thclr .tutLcs, is
to a i;rcat oxtont rcsponsiblc for thc succoss thc Loce1 Housing
Authoritics havc obtaincdr

SU}il'tlRY OF iCC0l.4M0D,t?I0lIS,iVrlILiBLE, AFIBR
ALL FUNDS NOUI AT II,\ND AiIi] ]iX.P.EliDiD

Pcrrrancnt drrlcllinr:s . . . . . . . . . r . . . .
Scrli-lcrnancnt drvol.llngs . . . . . . . . . o, .
Lotrrlanrlutilitics . ..... r.. o. o..
Ir,iprovcd 1ancl, vrith latrinr: and public founteins
Inprovcd 1ots, for :rrivatc Cc.rclopnxts . o . .
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RIO PIEDRAS. P. R. San Jos6 development. This de-
velopment u'ill ultirnately house 6,200 families, totaling
rnore than 3 0,000 people. It provides for three large
neighborhood strrpping centers, a town piaza, four elo-
mentary schools. one Sen:ior and onc .Irr.rior lligh School.
In addition. approximately 40 acres are set aside for a
large corn:nunity playgrcund, supplemented by a secondary
playground of more ttran l0 acres, and from 20 to 25

smaller playareas within the blocks.

Neighborhood cente[s to cont.rin stores, providing daily
necds, community building, elcmentary school, police and
fire station, filling station, and chtireh. Each of these
ccnters also have a playarea to be used by the school and
community building, Size of centers from l0 to 12 acres.

Torvn Plaza to provide location for stores and shops,

...rDf,.sF:. -.;r'ii 
'I i

:,irri ri].qi. ):-.rl . ;
D.:art i.!., -.,.,! ,.!t'

rrovies, civic - ar:d other public trt:i!.',li:i:;s, ii:; :i;;'.c ;..
require.

Total Area of Developrnent 520 Acies.
S5.000,000. an Insular grant, is a. r!l,r:l-. f 'r conr;tr".rctio,:
purposcs. It is estimated thlt anotl:rer $l:.000,000 r', iil i;:
required to complete housing accomrnod:ili(;ns i:io:re.

Average re;rt return 1'r be $6.50 per moiith i.er icc(.:l:1-
modation. Accommodations to be provid.:i:
3700 Drvclling units. Pcrmanent buiidin3:; i:r 2 ar,d 3 stor.v

apartments.
1600 Land and Utility uni'.s.
900 Improved lots for private cotrstluctio:r

6.200 Accommodations.

t
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WINDMILL TYPE HOUSE: The core of four utility
units, providing toilet, and shower facilities are placed at
the intersection of four building lots of 250 square meters
each. (2.691 sq. feet). With construction of the living units
around this core, a large square footage of front yard
is available to each individual unit, for planting of small
food crops, or flowers if so desired.

tructed for less than $2,000. complete, includmg 2 sets

of double army bunks.

At the head of each set of bunks, 6 r/a" thick sheet of
masonite or similar material acts as a dividing partitiot.
On tevel sites, tbese units are very adaptable and prov-
ide an abundance of cross ventilation, so necessary in
our seml-troical climate.

t

Experience has shown 0hat individual units can be cons-
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A perspective view of these units
and an eleva0ion, treated differently.
Note utility uDits section projecting
above the main roofs.

Windmill Type Houscs:
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"YO-YO" TYPE HOUSES: In principle, these units are
similar to the ',Windmill Type" homes. Here again the
center unit containing the utilities are also placed at the
intersection of four lots. While cross ventilation has been
sacrificed to alarge extend, the combined four living units
are adoptable to a more rolling site, because these units
can be placed on the site broadside or shortside, facirr:1
tlre -<treet, depending on the contours of the site. Another

saving is the fact of using a party wall. Several hundred
of these units are now being constructed, using loadbear-
ing Terra Cotta Clay Tiles, whith a scratch finish. With the
use of this materiai large savings will be made, because
painting of this material is not required. The variations
in texture and colors, against a natural setting of green
hills and plenty of colorfu; plants make for an ideal ap-
pearance. r
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"Yo-Yo" typc Houac: Perspective sketch of four

living units.
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EXPERIMENTAL HOUSE - Rio Piedras' P. R.

i\t ateria ls:

6" Load Bcaring Terra Cotta Clay Tile
Combed or Scratch Finish
Smooth Finished Inside, no Plaster
Concrete Floor & Roof

Construction Cost:

$3,200
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Typical slrrnr ds'etlings in "lll Irrttguit<,", Sarr ,ltran' P. R



San Juan, P. R Viov of a lvater front slum. Ilosr of the

horncs projecC wel! into the rvater on scanty

rvocien stilcs. Hilariously tbis slum is named

"Buena VisCa".
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'I'1'pical slum conclition anywhere itt Ptterto Rico

I
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Typical Slum Houscs Shacks like these, are called "Home"
by hundred of thousands PeoPle in
Puerto Rico. Note broken down rvalk

across swampy areas. A complete story
in despair, misery, unhaPPioess, and

desperation.
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This photography depicts the story far better than
words could describe them. From areas like these
our labor forces are coming, and future generationo
ore born and rsised.
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Aguadilla, P. R. SIum drvellers on a hill side.

Note concrete porch and railingin

ctJnter of pieture.
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}IUNI(JIPAL HOUSING .\U'fHLIIII'fY OF THIl CAPI'fAI, OF PUIiIt'fO III(]()
..SAN JUAN BAUTISTA HOUSINC PROJtrCT"

Shou'n is first stage of constrttction, I 14 dwelling units.

Iluilt in Stop 24, Santurce, P. R. with Insular Funds.

The completed nroject u'ill consist of 384 drvelling

units.
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]IUNICIPAL HOUSING AU'|HOIIITY OT THE C.\PITAI, OF PUIIITTO RICO
..I,AS CAS.\S" EX'I'ENSIoN HOUSING PROJECT-

Btocks t'A"and "8", 281 dtvclling units. under construction; at ex[renrc right

loundations of building for Block "C", 174 units. l'he construction of Block

',D" will complebe the project t.o 600 drvelling uniis. Built with Insular Funds

at Calle Eduardo Conde, Sant,urce. In the background "Las Casas Projeet,

402 dweling units, built io 1941, rvith funds from F. P. H. A.

B.
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'VUNICIPAI, 
HOUSING AUTHORTTY OIi' THE C.\PITAL OF PUERTO ITICO

VI.]TIIR.{N'S TI.)il,IPOtIARY HOUSING PITOJEC'T

132 du'elling urrits situated iu Calle l.olza", Santurce.
I'ltc Federal Government furnished the material and
construction of the buildings; the Local Authority
furoished the streets antl utilities.
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Humacao, P. R. Bird's Eye Vi.ri, of Land and Utility
Development. Except for a few experi.
mental houses, constructed b"v PRHA,
(center foreground) cenaDts provide their
owo houses. Note row of utility buitdingl
to che left.
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TYPICAI, SEMI.RURAL ONE FAMILY HOUSE: USCd

throughout the island in l0 differcnt locaticns.

These houses are placed on lots varying in sizes flom Ya

of an acre to one acre, on which they may be able to provide
for food 61',>ps in th€il' behalf. Running water is being pro-
vided in the homes, but toilet and shower facilities aren.,t..
A latrine is provided for each house, and shower buildings
are used by more than one family.

In general, these developments have been found to be not
too succesful. Growth of families in excess of space in the
dwellings available brings many management difficulties.

Costly and unsanitary latrines, are another objectir;rable
condition. Multiple use of shower houses too, brings itd-
iitional comolains. The latter condition has been partly
overeome by pli,cing a shower unit in the later construct-
ed (i( velop nrcnts.

The lack of sanitary sewerage facilities. due to the large
size of developments, (some of them well over 200 acres)
are one reason why PRHA does not intend to further ex-
periments with this kind of devolpment. In *dditirrn to
this road up-keep,, t:ostly management repairs, due to ex-
cessive development sizes, are also respotrsible for their
decision.
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San Lorenzo, P. R. Panoramic vierv of development. Here

too, open tiving porch spaces are provided

on the upper floors.
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Cayey, P. R An inleresting vreiv

aud shadc trees in
wrth hilly bacKground

front
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San Gcrmin, P. R.
Typical two sl,or'_r'apartment building, accom-
modating twelve fanrilies, rvith playground in
foreground. Srvings and slides for the smaller
kids, and basket ball facilities for the older
oDes, are basic equipnrent provided in almost
every development.

t.-,-f n r

TV--_-:.-E

iffi;;"



San Germin, P. R. Rear view of trvo story apartment

dwcllings, showiog stairways leading to

the upper floor.
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Catafro P. R. Yiew of two stoty apar[ment buildings.
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Cataio, P. R Front view of trvo story upartment
dwellings. Tenants for second floor
apartments, enter frorn the rear of
building by stainval's.
Note t,he use of "[)utch Doors" to
keep small children inside, if so
desired.
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Aguadilla, P. P..

Ccneral vierv of the Aguadilla Dcvelopment ,,Josd

l)c Diego. ExJreriments arc being madc with open
polch effect liviog strlace for second floor apartnrcnts.
(See trvo story Duilding front, to right.) Also note
garbage collectiorr stlrtiou in front. From tcnants
point o[ vieu', open living spaces are unsuccessful.
Driving rains from either front or rear compel I.hem
l,o move furniture bacr and forth.
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Salinas, P. R
Wherever possible, trees are being saved to
provide for shady places, very scarce in most

developments.
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Salinae, P. R.

Group of two story Apartments

each accommodating I families.
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Ponce, P. R. Two story Apartments
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Ponce, P. R. 'l'rvo storr' .\prrtments.
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Ponce, P. R Lnnd arrd Utility Development
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Ponce, P. R.
()rvner occrt:ried lrousgs irr [.irtt,l anrl

Utilil,y developnrent.



Ponce, P. R Land and Utility development.
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Ponce, P. R. View of Utility Unit
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