FMR history files are provided back to 1983 for either 2-bedroom FMRs of all bedroom FMR sizes (zero-bedroom to four-bedroom). The files are available in either EXCEL or csv format for easy use with database or spreadsheet programs.

GENERAL NOTES

1.  There are no Fiscal Year 1984 FMRs

2.  1995 Change from 45th to 40th Percentile 

In 1995 FMRs began being calculated at the 40th percentile; the 1995 Proposed FMRs are provided in the datasets at both the 45th and 40th 

3.  Metropolitan Area Definition Changes

     Counties can go from nonmetropolitan status to being part of metropolitan areas, and visa-versa.  Occasionally new counties or boroughs are formed. The primary city in a metropolitan area can change and, therefore its number changes.
4.  50th Percentile Areas 

In 2001 FMRs for selected areas that met certain criteria began being calculated at the 50th percentile level. Initially there were 39 areas that met these criteria and became effective January 2001. After the geographic changes in 2006 with the incorporation of the 2000 Decennial Census data, no greater than 28 areas qualified for 50th percentile FMRs.

Under the Small Area FMR Final Rule (81 FR 80567) 50th percentile FMRs are no longer evaluated. This final rule was published on November 16, 2016 and so FY 2017 50th percentile FMRs had already been determined; there were 17 metropolitan areas using 50th percentile FMRs. No new areas were evaluated in 2018 and the program ended at the end of FY 2019 at the expiration of the 3-year period for the 50th percentile rent for three metropolitan areas.
5.  Elimination of Proposed and Final FMR Publications
Beginning with the FY 2017 FMRs, proposed and final FMRs were no longer published. The FY 2017 FMRs were published on August 26, 2016 and requests for reevaluation of the FY 2017 and other comments were submitted. The FMRs in this notice went into effect October 1, 2016 unless a valid reevaluation request was received that would allow the area to continue to use FY 2016 FMRs. The passage of The Housing Opportunities Through Modernization Act of 2016 (HOTMA) (Pub. L. 114–201, approved July 29, 2016) revised the procedure by which HUD publishes its annual FMRs. Under HOTMA, HUD is no longer required to publish proposed FMRs for comment in the Federal Register. 
FIELDS IN FILE

	msa_83
	MSA number for that area in 1983

	… and so forth to…
	

	msa_06, and so forth
	METROxxxxxxMxxxxx for metropolitan areas and NCNTYxxxxxNxxxxx for nonmetropolitan counties.

	Fips
	10-digit state, county, metro code

	areaname
	Area name

	name
	County name

	State
	State number

	MSAxx
	MSA number by year, MSA05 is the MSA number for FMRs in Fiscal Year 2005

	County
	County number

	CouSub
	County Sub number

	fmrxx
	Percentile of FMR for that year (e.g., fmr83 shows 45 because all FMRs are set at the 45th percentile; fmr05 shows some areas at 40th and some at 50th percentile because there were both 40th and 50th percentile areas in 2005).

	fmrxx_x
	In the all bedroom file, the last x represents the number of bedroom and the first two x’s represent the last two digits of the year.  For example, fmr98_0 is the zero bedroom FMR for Fiscal Year 1998.

	fmrxx_2
	In the two bedroom file this represents all final 2-bedroom FMRs by year (for example, fmr06_2 is the final FMR for Fiscal Year 2006 and includes all revisions through June 2, 2006; fmr01_2 is the 2-bedroom FMR for all areas as effective January 2, 2001) 

	Popxxxx
	Census population by year

	Census_region
	Census number (1=Northeast, 2=Midwest, 3=South, 4=West.


