As of May 1, 2024.

Table 1. Labor Force and Employment in the Boulder HMA, 2010 Through April 2024

12 Months
Ending

April  April
2023 2024
Labor Force 169.7 171.6 173.8 174.8 176.1 176.8 180.9 185.1 191.2 1941 1905 197.3 200.3 202.7 200.8 203.5
Resident Employment 157.1 160.0 162.8 1653 168.9 171.4 176.3 1809 186.1 189.7 179.5 188.5 195.2 196.9 195.9 197.2
Unemployment 12.6 1.6 1.0 9.5 72 54 4.6 41 51 44 109 8.7 5.1 5.8 4.9 6.3
Unemployment Rate (%) 74 6.7 6.3 5.4 41 31 2.6 2.2 2.6 2.3 5.7 4.4 2.6 2.8 24 31
Total Nonfarm Payroll Jobs 159.2 163.7 1681 172.0 176.3 180.5 185.2 189.2 195.2 200.0 189.3 196.0 204.2 208.2 2055 209.9
Goods-Producing Sectors 195 200 207 216 224 228 23.0 241 249 258 257 2658 274 267 271 26.6
Mining, Logging, & Construction 43 4.0 4.2 4.4 49 5.3 5.4 5.6 5.8 5.9 5.6 5.7 5.7 5.9 5.8 5.9
Manufacturing 5.2 159 166 172 175 176 176 185 191 199 202 212 217 208 214 20.7
Service-Providing Sectors 139.7 1437 1473 1504 153.9 1577 162.2 165.1 170.3 174.2 1636 1691 176.8 1816 1784 183.3
Wholesale & Retail Trade 201 208 212 217 221 2266 234 238 242 242 230 237 241 244 243 244
Wholesale Trade 49 5.1 5.3 5.5 5.5 5.6 6.0 6.3 6.6 6.7 6.5 6.8 7.4 77 75 71
Retail Trade 5.2 157 159 162 166 170 174 175 176 175 165 169 167 16.7 16.7 16.7
Transportation & Utilities 1.5 1.5 1.6 17 17 1.8 17 1.6 17 1.8 2.0 2.0 2.0 21 2.0 21
Information 8.7 8.8 8.6 8.3 8.2 79 8.0 8.0 8.2 8.5 8.6 9.0 9.3 8.6 9.2 8.3
Financial Activities 7.2 71 7.2 75 7.3 71 71 71 7.2 73 7.2 73 73 7.2 73 71
Professional & Business Services 28.2 298 31.0 320 333 341 344 344 358 376 378 398 424 433 42.9 43.2
Education & Health Services 19.8 205 212 220 226 236 245 255 262 265 250 257 259 270 262 274
Leisure & Hospitality 170 178 183 187 193 200 209 2117 215 214 164 182 203 213 20.6 21.8
Other Services 5.3 5.3 5.5 5.6 5.7 5.9 6.1 6.3 6.8 7.3 74 8.1 8.3 8.6 83 8.7
Government 319 321 327 330 337 347 362 373 389 397 367 353 372 392 376 403
Federal 2.3 2.2 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 21 21 2.0 2.0 2.2 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 21
State 146 149 152 156 160 167 177 187 202 208 189 175 19.0 20.2 19.3 21.0
Local 151 150 155 154 158 160 164 165 167 169 156 158 162 170 16.4 17.2

Notes: Numbers may not add to totals due to rounding. Data are reported in thousands.
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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As of May 1, 2024.

Table 2. Population and Household Trends in the Boulder HMA, 2010 to Forecast

Average Annual Change

2010 to 2020 2020 to Current

Current to Forecast
Forecast Number Rate (%)

2010 2020 Current

Number Rate (%) Number Rate (%)
Population

Boulder HMA 294,567 330,758 328,300 335,000 3,625 1.2 -590 -0.2 2,200 0.7
Boulder HMA 119,300 132,551 136,750 140,000 1,325 11 1,025 0.8 1,075 0.8
Notes: The current date is May 1, 2024. The forecast date is May 1, 2027.

Sources: 2010 and 2020—2010 Census and 2020 Census; current and forecast—estimates by the analyst
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As of May 1, 2024.
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Table 3. Housing Inventory, Tenure, and Vacancy in
the Boulder HMA, 2010, 2020, and Current

Boulder HMA
2010 2020 Current
Total Housing Inventory 127,071 140,848 146,580
Occupied Units 119,300 132,551 136,750
Owner-Occupied 74,993 80,791 81,800
% 62.9 61.0 59.8
Renter-Occupied 44,307 51,760 54,950
% 371 39.0 40.2
Vacant Units 7,7 8,297 9,830
Available Units 3,520 3,506 4,930
For Sale 1,390 718 780
Rate (%) 1.8 0.9 0.9
For Rent 2,130 2,788 4,150
Rate (%) 4.6 51 7.0
Other Vacant 4,251 4,791 4,900

Notes: The current date is May 1, 2024. In this analysis conducted by the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), other vacant
units include all vacant units that are not available for sale or for rent. The
term therefore includes units rented or sold but not occupied; held for
seasonal, recreational, or occasional use; used by migrant workers; and
the category specified as “other” vacant by the Census Bureau.

Sources: 2010 and 2020—2010 Census and 2020 Census; current—
estimates by the analyst
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As of May 1, 2024.

Table 4. Residential Building Permit Activity in the Boulder HMA, 2010 Through April 2024

12 Months

Ending

Lofplatn 2011 2012 2014 2015 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 April  April

Building Permit 2023 2024

Boulder HMA

Total 662 910 1685 2152 1561 1713 1862 1820 2794 1995 1781 1482 2137 2365 2356 1933

Sales 289 418 543 557 563 822 675 738 747 707 631 624 855 737 959 590
Rental 373 492 1142 1595 998 891 1187 1,082 2,047

1,288 1,150 858 1,282 1,628 1,397 1,343
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Building Permits Survey; 2010 through 2022—final data and estimates by the analyst; 2023 through 2024—preliminary data

and estimates by the analyst
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As of May 1, 2024.

Table 5. Median Income in the Boulder HMA, 2009, 2019, and 2022

Median Income ($)

Average Annual Change (%)

2009 2019 2022 2009 to 2019 2019 to 2022
Median Family Income 86,145 112,791 139,747 2.7 7.4
Median Household Income 62,215 88,535 96,079 3.6 2.8

Sources: Median family income—HUD, Office of Policy Development and Research; 2009 median household income—2010 Census
2019 and 2022 median household income—U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 and 2022 American Community Survey 1-year data
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