
Table 1. Labor Force and Employment in the Greater Chicago HMA, 2000 Through March 2019
12 Months 

Ending

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 March  
2018

March  
2019

Labor Force 4,440.6 4,441.4 4,360.5 4,334.1 4,343.4 4,369.7 4,450.4 4,553.0 4,565.0 4,546.3 4,539.0 4,525.8 4,550.5 4,569.5 4,553.3 4,554.4 4,593.1 4,560.5 4,557.0 4,534.5

Resident Employment 4,246.7 4,196.9 4,058.5 4,035.4 4,069.6 4,113.2 4,250.5 4,329.3 4,284.0 4,082.4 4,059.5 4,074.3 4,133.6 4,153.9 4,229.6 4,286.1 4,331.0 4,341.1 4,345.6 4,356.2

Unemployment 193.9 244.5 302.0 298.7 273.8 256.6 199.9 223.7 281.0 463.9 479.5 451.5 416.9 415.6 323.8 268.3 262.1 219.4 211.4 178.3

Unemployment Rate (%) 4.4 5.5 6.9 6.9 6.3 5.9 4.5 4.9 6.2 10.2 10.6 10.0 9.2 9.1 7.1 5.9 5.7 4.8 4.6 3.9

Total Nonfarm Payroll Jobs 4,288.7 4,263.8 4,178.6 4,138.7 4,139.3 4,182.8 4,238.7 4,272.8 4,246.0 4,023.9 3,981.6 4,037.1 4,103.0 4,170.1 4,237.4 4,322.6 4,384.3 4,423.6 4,432.7 4,480.7

Goods-Producing Sectors 783.9 750.9 708.4 677.3 659.0 654.2 652.8 642.3 615.9 531.1 501.5 505.5 505.0 506.9 515.5 529.5 534.6 538.0 540.4 550.9

Mining, Logging, & Construction 180.4 183.5 183.6 183.3 195.9 196.4 201.7 197.2 184.3 149.2 130.9 129.5 128.2 132.5 141.1 150.9 155.5 157.9 159.2 162.9

Manufacturing 587.5 550.3 507.3 476.5 463.1 457.8 451.1 445.2 431.6 382.0 370.6 375.9 376.9 374.4 374.5 378.6 379.1 380.1 381.2 388.0

Service-Providing Sectors 3,504.8 3,513.0 3,470.2 3,461.4 3,480.5 3,528.7 3,585.8 3,630.4 3,630.1 3,492.8 3,480.1 3,531.7 3,598.1 3,663.3 3,721.8 3,793.1 3,849.7 3,885.5 3,892.3 3,929.8

Wholesale & Retail Trade 686.2 688.8 673.5 664.5 663.4 665.8 671.7 678.9 673.7 633.1 621.8 632.1 640.0 647.6 653.8 663.6 665.9 664.2 662.9 660.8

Wholesale Trade 241.4 245.6 239.4 235.4 232.1 233.0 236.5 238.2 238.0 222.6 217.6 221.1 225.6 228.7 229.0 231.2 230.0 232.2 233.0 237.0

Retail Trade 444.8 443.2 434.1 429.1 431.3 432.8 435.2 440.7 435.7 410.5 404.2 411.0 414.4 418.9 424.8 432.4 435.9 432.0 429.9 423.8

Transportation & Utilities 204.5 198.9 186.5 182.7 184.5 185.8 187.9 188.6 188.1 176.7 176.2 181.2 186.0 190.0 195.7 206.4 217.3 224.5 226.6 236.1

Information 113.3 113.8 105.5 97.1 92.5 90.2 88.7 88.4 87.6 81.2 78.2 77.9 78.6 77.7 77.7 77.5 77.0 77.2 76.4 74.9

Financial Activities 309.9 316.1 313.5 318.0 316.0 319.7 323.3 320.4 308.9 291.2 281.3 278.2 280.1 282.2 283.0 287.7 292.9 299.1 300.0 303.6

Professional & Business Services 711.2 686.5 656.9 643.1 659.6 684.5 708.4 721.6 713.6 656.5 665.6 691.2 720.4 752.5 776.3 789.9 798.7 803.9 806.4 815.2

Education & Health Services 458.2 476.9 488.8 497.5 505.8 517.0 529.0 543.7 560.8 572.9 587.0 602.8 615.6 626.2 638.5 651.8 663.7 671.6 673.7 685.2

Leisure & Hospitality 333.8 336.1 339.1 345.3 352.1 357.5 367.5 375.6 377.9 366.2 365.6 373.2 385.3 394.8 405.1 421.2 437.9 449.2 450.5 456.7

Other Services 175.5 178.7 179.2 185.8 185.8 184.4 185.7 186.9 188.8 184.6 177.5 178.1 177.9 178.8 181.3 181.4 181.8 183.0 183.2 183.8

Government 512.2 517.1 527.4 527.8 520.8 523.9 524.2 526.1 530.8 530.6 527.4 517.1 514.0 513.3 510.5 513.5 514.6 513.0 512.6 513.4

Federal 68.2 62.5 61.3 61.4 59.5 58.6 57.3 56.6 56.5 56.4 59.1 54.7 53.1 52.5 52.0 52.0 52.3 52.4 52.3 51.9

State 59.4 60.7 59.4 54.7 55.3 55.6 55.5 55.6 55.4 54.2 54.6 53.9 53.4 52.8 52.2 52.4 52.0 51.7 51.7 51.5

Local 384.7 394.0 406.7 411.8 406.0 409.9 411.3 413.9 418.9 420.0 413.7 408.6 407.4 408.0 406.2 409.1 410.3 408.9 408.7 409.9

Notes: Numbers may not add to totals due to rounding. Data are reported in thousands.
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

As of April 1, 2019.
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Table 2. Population and Household Trends in the Greater Chicago HMA, 2000 to Forecast
Average Annual Change

2000 to 2010   2010 to Current  Current to Forecast

2000 2010 Current Forecast  Number Rate (%)  Number Rate (%)  Number Rate (%)

Population

Greater Chicago HMA 8,422,345 8,753,035 8,781,000 8,718,000 33,050 0.4 3,100 0.0 -21,100 -0.2

Central Counties Submarket 7,135,324 7,262,718 7,273,000 7,209,000 12,750 0.2 1,125 0.0 -21,100 -0.3

Western Counties Submarket 493,088 620,429 639,100 642,900 12,750 2.3 2,075 0.3 1,250 0.2

Northern Counties Submarket 793,933 869,888 869,100 865,400 7,600 0.9 -80 0.0 -1,250 -0.1

Households

Greater Chicago HMA 3,027,747 3,207,836 3,294,000 3,290,000 18,000 0.6 9,575 0.3 -1,475 0.0

Central Counties Submarket 2,589,818 2,694,511 2,755,000 2,747,000 10,450 0.4 6,750 0.2 -2,575 -0.1

Western Counties Submarket 165,575 208,963 222,500 224,900 4,350 2.4 1,500 0.7 800 0.4

Northern Counties Submarket 272,354 304,362 316,300 317,200 3,200 1.1 1,325 0.4 300 0.1

Notes: The current date is April 1, 2019. The forecast date is April 1, 2022. 
Sources: 2000 and 2010—2000 Census and 2010 Census; current and forecast—estimates by the analyst

As of April 1, 2019.
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Table 3.  Housing Inventory, Tenure, and Vacancy in the Greater Chicago HMA, 2000, 2010, and Current
Greater Chicago HMA Central Counties Submarket Western Counties Submarket Northern Counties Submarket

2000 2010 Current 2000 2010 Current 2000 2010 Current 2000 2010 Current

Total Housing Inventory 3,192,627 3,503,120 3,553,000 2,734,733 2,950,396 2,979,000 171,986 223,126 234,700 285,908 329,598 339,000

Occupied Units 3,027,747 3,207,836 3,294,000 2,589,818 2,694,511 2,756,000 316,282 208,963 222,550 272,354 304,362 316,250

Owner-Occupied 1,958,917 2,102,234 2,095,000 1,631,300 1,720,323 1,714,000 226,147 154,117 155,600 207,017 227,794 226,100

% 64.7 65.5 63.6 63.0 63.8 62.2 71.5 73.8 69.9 76.0 74.8 71.5

Renter-Occupied 1,068,830 1,105,602 1,199,000 958,518 974,188 1,042,000 90,135 54,846 66,950 65,337 76,568 90,150

% 35.3 34.5 36.4 37.0 36.2 37.8 28.5 26.2 30.1 24.0 25.2 28.5

Vacant Units 164,880 295,284 258,600 144,915 255,885 223,700 22,692 14,163 12,200 13,554 25,236 22,700

Available Units 85,049 170,356 121,100 75,298 148,891 106,200 8,892 9,029 6,025 5,885 12,436 8,900

For Sale 25,650 57,347 36,750 21,638 47,968 31,400 3,444 4,061 1,900 2,425 5,318 3,450

Rate (%) 1.3 2.7 1.7 1.3 2.7 1.8 1.5 2.6 1.2 1.2 2.3 1.5

For Rent 59,399 113,009 84,350 53,660 100,923 74,800 5,448 4,968 4,125 3,460 7,118 5,450

Rate (%) 5.3 9.3 6.6 5.3 9.4 6.7 5.7 8.3 5.8 5.0 8.5 5.7

Other Vacant 79,831 124,928 137,500 69,617 106,994 117,500 13,800 5,134 6,200 7,669 12,800 13,800

Note: The current date is April 1, 2019.
Sources: 2000 and 2010—2000 Census and 2010 Census; current—estimates by the analyst

As of April 1, 2019.

Comprehensive Housing Market Analysis Greater Chicago, Illinois-Wisconsin 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of Policy Development and Research



Table 4. Residential Building Permit Activity in the Greater Chicago HMA, 2000 Through March 2019

Type of 
Building Permit

12 Months Ending

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 March 
2018

March 
2019

Greater Chicago HMA

Total 37,967 43,956 42,887 45,620 46,368 52,298 44,492 29,658 12,126 5,518 7,001 9,798 10,109 12,406 14,316 17,424 19,857 21,399 19,614 16,833

Sales 33,165 39,269 39,431 39,552 42,696 47,500 38,412 24,259 8,347 4,575 4,406 4,278 5,214 6,660 7,515 7,827 8,308 7,950 7,948 7,029

Rental 4,802 4,687 3,456 6,068 3,672 4,798 6,080 5,399 3,779 943 2,595 5,520 4,895 5,746 6,801 9,597 11,549 13,449 11,666 9,804

Central Counties Submarket

Total 26,786 32,595 31,431 33,464 34,672 39,191 33,835 23,319 9,826 3,705 4,983 8,163 8,182 10,336 11,314 14,722 16,872 17,445 16,582 14,084

Sales 23,530 28,818 28,591 28,447 31,646 34,975 28,445 18,052 6,168 2,937 2,971 3,189 3,592 4,686 5,319 5,833 6,349 5,951 5,910 5,158

Rental 3,256 3,777 2,840 5,017 3,026 4,216 5,390 5,267 3,658 768 2,012 4,974 4,590 5,650 5,995 8,889 10,523 11,494 10,672 8,926

Western Counties Submarket

Total 6,360 6,492 6,557 6,534 5,663 7,534 5,528 3,585 1,206 858 888 563 1,092 1,128 1,394 1,431 1,385 2,041 2,123 1,956

Sales 5,480 5,834 5,969 6,101 5,556 7,534 5,528 3,585 1,206 858 690 508 946 1,128 1,334 1,251 1,158 1,096 1,129 1,078

Rental 880 658 588 433 107 0 0 0 0 0 198 55 146 0 60 180 227 945 994 878

Northern Counties Submarket

Total 4,821 4,869 4,899 5,622 6,033 5,573 5,129 2,754 1,094 955 1,130 1,072 835 942 1,608 1,271 1,600 1,913 909 793

Sales 4,155 4,617 4,871 5,004 5,494 4,991 4,439 2,622 973 780 745 581 676 846 862 743 801 903 909 793

Rental 666 252 28 618 539 582 690 132 121 175 385 491 159 96 746 528 799 1,010 0 0

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Building Permits Survey; 2000 through 2017—final data and estimates by the analyst; 2018 and 2019—preliminary data and estimates by the analyst

As of April 1, 2019.
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