
Table 1. Labor Force and Employment in the Hickory HMA*, 2000 through May 2018

* Hickory-Lenoir-Morganton HMA
Notes: Numbers may not add to totals because of rounding. Data are reported in thousands.          
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 

12 Months 
Ending

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
May 
2017

May 
2018

Labor force 188.9 188.1 181.9 180.0 177.8 176.2 177.2 173.1 173.4 172.9 176.1 173.2 171.8 170.0 167.0 167.5 170.3 173.7 172.1 174.2

Resident employment 183.4 176.2 167.3 165.8 165.9 164.6 166.9 162.9 160.5 148.3 152.4 152.6 154.1 155.3 156.3 158.0 162.1 166.3 164.2 167.2

Unemployment 5.5 11.9 14.6 14.2 11.9 11.6 10.4 10.3 12.9 24.6 23.6 20.6 17.7 14.6 10.8 9.4 8.2 7.4 7.9 7.0

Unemployment rate (%) 2.9 6.3 8.0 7.9 6.7 6.6 5.8 5.9 7.4 14.2 13.4 11.9 10.3 8.6 6.4 5.6 4.8 4.2 4.6 4.0

Total nonfarm payroll jobs 185.9 177.5 168.7 163.0 163.5 162.3 163.1 162.1 157.8 144.2 142.4 142.6 143.3 144.4 145.2 147.1 150.7 153.4 152.3 153.8

Goods-producing sectors 85.3 78.2 70.3 64.2 61.7 58.9 57.3 55.0 51.0 42.4 41.1 40.9 40.9 41.5 42.0 43.4 44.2 45.4 44.8 45.6

Mining, logging, and construction 6.2 5.9 5.4 5.0 4.8 5.0 5.3 5.4 5.1 4.2 4.0 3.6 3.5 3.7 3.5 3.5 3.8 4.0 3.9 4.1

Manufacturing 79.2 72.4 64.9 59.2 56.9 53.9 52.0 49.6 45.9 38.2 37.0 37.3 37.4 37.8 38.5 39.9 40.4 41.4 40.9 41.5

Service-providing sectors 100.6 99.3 98.4 98.9 101.9 103.4 105.8 107.1 106.7 101.8 101.4 101.7 102.4 102.8 103.2 103.7 106.5 108.1 107.5 108.3

Wholesale and retail trade 25.5 24.7 23.6 23.3 23.6 23.5 22.9 23.2 23.0 21.6 21.2 21.4 21.9 22.3 22.5 22.9 23.6 24.1 23.9 24.3

Wholesale trade 7.5 7.2 6.7 6.7 7.0 7.2 7.0 6.9 6.7 6.3 6.1 6.2 6.5 6.6 6.7 6.8 6.9 7.1 7.0 7.2

Retail trade 18.0 17.5 16.9 16.6 16.6 16.3 15.9 16.3 16.3 15.3 15.1 15.2 15.4 15.7 15.8 16.1 16.7 17.0 16.9 17.2

Transportation and utilities 6.0 5.7 5.6 5.7 5.7 5.9 6.1 6.2 5.9 5.3 5.3 5.3 5.1 5.1 5.1 5.2 5.6 5.8 5.6 5.9

Information 1.2 1.2 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.8

Financial activities 3.1 3.0 2.9 3.0 3.1 3.2 3.4 3.6 3.6 3.4 3.3 3.4 3.3 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1

Professional and business services 11.7 10.4 11.3 11.1 12.3 12.7 13.6 13.2 12.5 11.0 11.8 13.0 13.8 13.6 13.5 13.1 14.3 14.6 14.6 14.6

Education and health services 14.9 15.6 15.9 16.2 16.5 17.2 17.9 18.5 18.8 19.1 18.9 18.3 18.0 17.9 18.2 18.5 18.6 18.9 18.7 19.0

Leisure and hospitality 12.1 12.3 11.5 11.6 11.9 11.9 12.5 12.5 12.2 11.4 11.6 11.6 11.6 12.1 12.3 12.8 13.5 13.9 13.8 13.7

Other services 4.2 4.2 3.9 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.2 4.4 4.6 4.4 4.1 4.2 4.4 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.5 4.4 4.4 4.4

Government 22.0 22.3 22.5 22.8 23.6 23.9 24.1 24.6 25.2 24.9 24.4 23.6 23.4 23.3 22.9 22.5 22.6 22.5 22.5 22.5

Federal 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6

State 5.9 6.0 6.2 6.6 7.1 7.2 7.3 7.2 7.5 7.6 7.4 7.2 7.1 7.1 6.7 6.5 6.5 6.5 6.4 6.5

Local 15.2 15.4 15.5 15.5 15.7 15.8 16.0 16.6 16.8 16.5 16.0 15.6 15.5 15.5 15.5 15.4 15.5 15.4 15.5 15.4



Table 2. Population and Household Trends in the Hickory HMA*, 2000 to Forecast

Average Annual Change

2000 to 2010   2010 to Current  Current to Forecast

2000 2010 Current Forecast  Number Rate (%)  Number Rate (%)  Number Rate (%)

Population

Hickory HMA* 341,851 365,497 368,000 371,700 2,375 0.7 310 0.1 1,225 0.3

Households

Hickory HMA* 133,966 144,504 146,150 147,900 1,050 0.8 200 0.1 580 0.4

* Hickory-Lenoir-Morganton HMA
Notes: Numbers may not add to totals because of rounding. The current date is June 1, 2018. The forecast date is June 1, 2021. Rates of change are calculated on a compound basis.
Sources: 2000 and 2010—U.S. Census; current and forecast—estimates by analyst



Table 3. Housing Inventory, Tenure, and Vacancy in the Hickory 
HMA*, 2000, 2010, and Current

Hickory HMA*

2000 2010 Current
Total housing inventory 144,874 162,613 164,600

Occupied units 133,966 144,504 146,150

Owner-occupied 99,497 103,966 99,500

% 74.3 71.9 68.1

Renter-occupied 34,469 40,538 46,650

% 25.7 28.1 31.9

Vacant units 10,908 18,109 18,450

Available units 4,231 7,712 5,425

For sale 1,507 2,415 1,925

Rate (%) 1.5 2.3 1.9

For rent 2,724 5,297 3,500

Rate (%) 7.3 11.6 7.0

Other vacant 6,677 10,397 13,000

* Hickory-Lenoir-Morganton HMA
Notes: Numbers may not add to totals because of rounding. The current date is 
June 1, 2018.   
Sources: 2000 and 2010—U.S. Census; current—estimates by analyst  
 



* Hickory-Lenoir-Morganton HMA 
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Building Permits Survey; 2000-2016 final data and analyst estimates; 2017-2018 preliminary data and analyst estimates

Table 4. Residential Building Permit Activity in the Hickory HMA*, 2000 through May 2018

Type of
Building Permit

12 Months Ending

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
May
2017

May
2018

Hickory HMA*

Total 2,386 2,508 1,893 1,619 1,919 1,687 1,553 1,668 954 698 508 420 506 428 644 805 687 656 804

Single-family 2,004 1,845 1,706 1,504 1,575 1,491 1,489 1,594 898 589 398 336 293 426 454 538 587 656 664

Multifamily 382 663 187 115 344 196 64 74 56 109 110 84 213 2 190 267 100 0 140



Table 5. Median Income in the Hickory HMA*, 2009 and 2016

Median Income ($) Average Annual Change (%)

1999 2009 2016 1999 to 2009 2009 to 2016

Median Family Income 44,475 52,467 52,226 1.7 – 0.1

Median household income 37,818 40,181 41,526 0.6 .5

* Hickory-Lenoir-Morganton HMA
Sources: Median Family Income—U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of Policy Development and 
Research; 2000 Census; 2009 and 2016 American Community Survey 1-year data


