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Forerrcrd

firis analysls has been prepared for the assistance
and guidance of the Federal Houslng Admlnistratlon
in lts operations. Ttre factual informatlon, flnd-
ings, and concluslons may be useful also to build-
ers, mortgagees, and others concerned wlth local
houslng problems and trends. Ttre analysls does not
purport to rnake determinatlons with respect to the
acceptability of any partlcular mortgage insurance
proposals that may be under consideration in the
subJect locality.

Ihe factual framework for this analysis was devel-
oped by the Economic and Market Analysis Division as
thoroughly as possible on the basls of information
available on the rras ofil date from both local and
natlonal sources. Of course, esttmates and Judg-
ments made on the basis of informatlon available
on the rras ofrt date may be modified considerably
by subsequent market developments.

The prospective demand or occupancy potentials ex-
pressed in the analysis are based upon an evalua-
tion of the factors avallable on the ras ofr date"
lltey cennot be construed as forecasts of bulldtng
actlvity; rather, they exprees the prospectlve
housing production whlch would malntaln a reason-
able balance ln demand-supply relationshlps under
condltions analyzed for the ilas of'l date.

Departurent of Housing and Urban Development
Federal Housing Adminletratlon

Economic and Market Analysis Diviston
Washtngton, D. C.
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FHA HOUSING MARKET ANALYSIS
FITCHBURG -LEOMINSTER MASSACHUSETTS

AS OF APRIL 1, 1970

The FiEchburg-Leominster, MassachuseEts, Housing Market Area (HMA) 1s

defined as coextensive with the Fitchburg-Leominster Standard Metropolitan

Statistical Area (SMSA) and includes the clties of Fitchburg and Leominster

and the tohlns of Westminster and Lunenburg in Worcester County, and the

towns of Shirley and Townsend in Middlesex County. The HIIA is located in

north central Massachusetts, 4O miles west of Boston and 20 miles north of

Worcester.

The broadly based economy of the HMA has exhibited a slow but steady
growth during the past. decade. Employment gains during this time period
were more rapid than population gains. l.lhile manufacturing and nonmanufac-
turing sectors of the economy are currently about equal in employment, the
nonslanufacturing segment has been responsible for the majority of the in-
crease in employment since 1965. From 1960 to 1967, residential construction
apPears to have approximated household growth. The Iarge number of multi-
family units constructed since 1967 has resulted in a faster growth of hous-
ing units than Ehe corresponding growth in households. The specialized
nature of some of the units for which permits have been issued, however,
has allowed the rental market to remain in balance. In 1968 and 1969,
almost 7O percent of the mulrifamily units permitted were under Sections
221(d)(3) BMIR and 2O2. The sales market has remained strong throughout
the lo-year period with a tlghtening of the market during the past four
years because of decreased construction of sales units.

Anti ci oated Housins Demand

Based upon the expected employment increase in the HMA during the next
two years, the anticipated growth in the number of households during that
time, the expected losses because of demolitions and gains Ehrough conversions,
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and the current supply-demand relationships, there wilI be a demand for
about 41O new nonsubsidized housing units a year during the next two years.
For optimum absorption, about 3OO units annually should consist of single-
family sales units and about llO units annually should consist. of rental
units. As shown in table I, approximat-e1y 48 percent of the new sales
housing demand will be in the $2OrOOO to $lJC,OOO price class. The demand
for rental units is in the rent ranges consrstent with those currenEly
being charged in the newer multifamily structures in the area.

0ccupancy Potential for Subsidized Housing

Federal assistance in financing costs for new housing for low- or
moderate-income families may be provided Ehrough a number of different
programs administered by FHA: monthly rent supplements in rental projects
financed under Section 221(d) (3); partial payment of interest on home
mortgages insured under Section 235; partial interest payment on project
mortgages insured under Section 236; and feCer:al assistance to local
housing authorities for low-rent public housing.

The estimated occupancy potentials for subsidized housing are designed
to determine, for each Drogram, (t) the number of families and individuals
who can be served under the program and (2) the proportion of these house-
hol,ds that can r:easonably be expected to seek new subsidized housing during
the forecast period. Household eligibility for the Section 235 aod Section
236 programs is determined primarily by evidence that household or family
income is below established limits but sufficient to pay the minimum achiev-
able renE or monthly payment for the specified program. Insofar as the
income requirement is concerned, all farnilies and individuals with income
below the income limits are assumed to be eligible for public housing and
rent supplement; there may be other requirements for eligibility, partic-
ul4rly the requirement that current living quarters be substandard for fam-
ilies to be eligible for rent supplements. Some families may be alterna-
tivelv eligible for assistance under more than one of these programs or
under other assistance programs using federal or state support. The total
occupancy potential for federally assisted housing approximates the sum
of the potentials for public housing and Section 236 housing. For Ehe
Fitchburg-Leominster I1MA, the total occupancy poEential is estimated to
be 355 units annualIy.

The annual occupancy potentialsl/ for subsidized housing discussed
below are based upon current incomes, the occupancy of substandard housing,

L/ The occupancy potentials referred to in this analysis are dependent
upon Ehe capacity of the market in view of existing vacancy strength
or weakness. The successful attainment of the calculated markeE for
subsidized housing may well depend upon construction in suitable
accessible locations, as well as upon the distribution of rents and
seLling prices or.rer the complete range attainable for housing under
the specified programs.
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the elderly population, income limits
available market experience.U

in effect as of April I,

Section 235, SaIes Housi ng. Sales housl ng could be provided for low-
to moderate-income familles under Section 235 with the aid of interest
subsidies by the federal government. Using exception income limits, there
is an estimated occupancy potential of about 12O units annually during the
next tl^ro years; using regular income limits, the potential would be reduced
by about 20 percent. A11 of the families eligible under section 235 also
qualify for Section 236 rental housing. As of April 1, 1970, no units had
been builE and none were under construction in the HMA under this program.
l'Ihen completed, the 228 units of Section 22|(il (3) housing under construc-
tion in Fitchburg may saEisfy a part of the potential under this program.

Rent Supplement and Public Housing. BoEh of Ehese programs serve
essentially the same low-income households. The principal differences
arise from the manner in which net income is computed for each program
and from other eligibility requirements. To date, there is no rent supple-
ment housing in the HMA and the onty public housing in the area has been
provided through state programs. The majority of public housing projects
in the HMA have been constructed for the el-derly segment of the populaLion(286 units), with the remainder (233 units) compri".a of housing for
veEerans. Only a small percentage of t.he families, but about one-thirdof the elderly households in the area who qualify for public housing alsoqualify for Section 236 (tabte II). The estimated o".,rp.n"y potential
for low-rent public housing in the HI,,IA is 225 units annually during the
next tl,so years, of which more than 5O percent of the potential is for the
elderly. Use of the state income limits in computing the occupancy pot.enEial
would reduce the potential for the elderly approximately 23 percent.

Rental Housi np under Section 236 . Moderately priced rental units can
be provided under Section 236. WiEh exception limits, there is an annual
occuPancy potential for 17O units of housing under Section 236--12O unirs
for families and 50 units for the elderly. The use of regular income limits
wouid reduce Ehe annual potential to 145 units--1OO for families and 45 for
the elderly. No housing has been provided under the Section 236 program
and none is under construction.

There are 228 units of SecEion 221(d)(3) BMIR housi.ng currently under
construction in Fitchburg, and it is estimaEed that these will be ready
for occupancy about January t971. Upon completion, these units are expected
to satisfy the estimated potential for one- and two-bedroom units under
SecEi-on 236 for the two-year forecast period. Any ensuing proposals under
Section 236 should take this fact into account.

I Families with incomes inadequate to purchase or rel-lt nonsubsidizecl hous-
ing generally are eligible for one form or another of subsidized housing;
howeverr litt,le or no housing has been provided under some of t.he sub-sidized progr€rms and absorption rates remain to be test.ed.
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The occupancy of 168 units of recently completed Section 2O2 housing
for Ehe elderly, since its income qualificat.ion limits overlap with those
of Section 236, will satisfy the elderly potential under Section 236 during
the forecast period.

The Sales Market

The sales market in the HMA had been in balance until the 1968-1969
period. Since 1965, the construction of new single-family houses has
decreased each year, thus tightening the sales market. Most of t,he new
single-family homes constructed in the area recently are either pre-sold
or sold during construction. Few new homes remain on the markeE longer
than three months. The homeowner vacancy rate in nonseasonal, nondilapl-
dated units for sale was O.9 percent on April 1, 1970. Several of the
vacancies in Fitchburg are in areas where there is proposed urban renewal.

The most popular price range for new homes in the area is from $2O,OOO
to $3O,OOO. Lower cost housing is located, primarily, in the smaller Eowns
surrounding the cities of Fitchburg and Leominst.er. One of the major factors
in this lower cost in suburban areas is the lower cost of land.

1n
1n

During the past two years, about 45 percent of the ne!', homes constructed
the HITIA have been built in Leominster, about 2O percent have been built
Fitchburg, and about 35 percent in the remainder of the HMA.

The Rental Market

The market for older apartments in the HMA has been in balance through-
out the 1O-year period since 1960. Because of the large number of older
strucEures in the area, the supply has been sufficient to meeE the demand.
The contract rent for such units has ranged from $6O a month for a one-
bedroom unit t.o about $1OO a month for a three-bedroorn unit. MosE of the
units created through conversions since 196O have occurred in the much
older units. Most of the newer rental units marketed since 196O have been
gardt,a apartments, with some semi-luxury apartments and townhouse apart-
menEs. The contract rent for newer apartments ranges from $135 per month
for efficiencies to $150 per month for a one-bedroom units, $17O to $180
for a two-bedroom apartmenE, and $215 to $3OO per month for three-bedroom
units. The rental experience in new apartments has been good, with fulI
occupancy achieved shortly after the units have been marketed. The com-
parat.ively large volume of multifamily construction in the HMA since L965,
almost entirely concentrated in the cities of Fitchburg and Leominster,
has eased what was previously an extremely tight market in the moderate
to high rent range. The continued good absorptive patterns in the area
for this rent range suggests t.hat the market is still somewhat. tight,
hov.rever.
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The majority of units currently vacant in the HMA are in low-rent
older uniLs. A number of t.hese vacant unlts in t.he city of Fitchburg are
in proposed urban renewal areas. Because of the difference in the age
of the structures' the contract rentso and the amenities offered, there
is lltt1e, if any, competition between older and newer apartment unit.s.

Economic. Demographi c and Housinp Fact.o rs

Economi c Factors. The earl y economy of the Fitchburg-LeominsEer area
was based upon lurnber and allied indusEries. Large tracts of timber and a
readily available source of water power has enabled these industries to
continue to form an integral part of the economic base of the area. The
Fitchburg Paper Company, a division of Litton Industries, The Weyerhauser
Company, Ehe Simonds Saw and Steel Company, and Foster-Grant, Inc. continueto be among the larger employers in the HMA.

While nonagricultural wage and salary employment increased by 3r600
jobs during the 1965-1969 period (9OO annually), the gains occurred at an
uneven rate (see table III). Annual wage and salary employment increases
were 1,3oo' 8oo, 1'2oo, and 3oo jobs in that order fron t.965 ro 1969.
During this period, nonmanufacturlng employment was the rnain component of
employment increases, gaining 2r9oo jobs (725 annually). Almost 90 per-
cent of the increase in nonmanufacturing employrnent r^ras the result of
employment gains in wholesale and retail trade, services, and government.
Manufacturing employment increased by 7OO jobs since t965 (175 annually).
All of this growth was accompltshed between 1965 and 1966, however. Since
1966, manufacturing emplo)menE has remained virtually unchanged, with slight
employment losses in 1967 and 1968 and an offsetting gain in 1969. Part
of the reason for the lack of growth in manufacturing has been employmenL
decreases by two of the larger employers during the L967-1969 period.
The only secEor of manufacturing to show an appreciable employment increase
since 1965 was the rubber industry, which includes a large number of
plasElcs manufacturers located mainly in the city of Leominster.

It is expected that. employment increases in nonmanufacturing wiIl
continue, although at a less rapid rate than during the 1965-1969 period.
Manufacturing industries are expected to increase employment significantly
during the forecast period. A more stable emplolmrent outlook by firms
which had employment losses during the 1967-1969 period, improved prospects
in other segments of manufacturing, and the construction of a new plant
in the HMA by the Digital Corporation will resutt in this increase. It
is anticipated that. nonagricultural wage and salary increases will average
85O jobs annually during the l97O-I972 forecast period. Increases in
manufacturing employment are expected to comprise more than 5O percent of
this anticipated galn.
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As of April I, 1970, the median annual income of a1l families in t.he
Fitchburg-Leominster HMA, after deduction of federal income Eax, !,ras
$9'O5Or. and the median annual after-tax income of renter households, exclud-
ing one-Person renter households, was about $7r675. Detailed distributions
of incomes of all families and renter households for 1959 and 197O are
presented in table IV.

Demoeraphic Factors. The population of the Fitchburg-LeominsEer HMA
on April 1, l97O was an estimated 96,450 persons, an increase of about 613OO
persons (530 annually, O.7 percent) from 1960 to L97O.l/ During the 1960-
197O decade, the city of Fitchburg experienced a population increase of less
Ehan O.l percent annually and Ehe city of Leominster experienced a popula-
tion increase of 1.5 percent annually. During the decade, Ehe city of
Fitchburg had substantial out-migration while the city of Leominster had
some in-migration, as did the balance of the HMA. During the entire period,
household formation occurred at a faster rate than population growth,
largely because of the sizable number of elderly in the area and the con-
comitant building of housing units in the area for the elderly from 196O
to 1970.

Based upon past trends and current and prospective economic condiEions,
the population of the HMA is expected to increase by an average of about
875 persons annually (O.9 percent). While Ehe populatlon increases for
Leominster and the balance of the HMA are expected to remain at the same
rate of increase as from t96o to 1970, the population of Fitchburg is
expected to increase at a much faster rate than anytime since 1950. The
major porEion of the expected increase in population of Fitchburg wilI
be in nonhousehold population, and will be the result of the completion
and occupancy of a dormitory on the campus of Fitchburg State College
about September 197L.

There were about 29,85O households in the Fi tchburg -Leomi nster HMA
as of Aprit 1, 1970. This represents an increase of 2r9OO, an average of
29O (1.O percent) annually since 195O. About 57 percent of the new house-
holds were added in the city of Leominster. Households were added at a
fasEer rate than population during the 1960-1970 period and this trend is
expected to continue durlng the two-year forecast period. Households
added are expected to average about 3OO annually during Ehe next two years.
Further demographic data are shown in table V.

Housine Factors . There were approximately 32,35O housing units
in the HMA as of April 1, 1970. About 29,85o of these were occupied--
-s9 percent by owners and 41.O percent by renters. The housing supply in

Ll Locally reporEed preliminary population and household counts from the
197O Census may not be consistent with the demographic estimates in
this analysis. Final official census population and household data will
be made available by the Bureau of the Census in the next several months.
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Ehe HMA has increased by about 3,370 units between 196O and 1970' This

increase resulted from the completion of about 31925 new units' conversions'

and mobile homes and the toss of about 55O units from demolitions and

other causes. There r^rere aPProximately 380 dwelling units under construc-

tion in the Fitchburg-LeominsEer HMA on April 1, t97O--4O single-family
houses and 34O multiiamily units, of which 228 units were being built under

Section 22I(d) (3).

Buildingpermitsissuedbythetwocitiesandfourtownsincluded
i. Eh;-;MAl'i'fZ, new single-family houses show a decline each year since

1964. ln I969, permits were issuid fot only 224 single-family.homes,
compared wittr::) in 1964, a decrease of nearly 33 PercenE' The major

part of this decrease in single-famtly home buitding occurred in the cities
of Fitchburg and Leominster, while Uuitding in Ehe balance of Ehe HI'IA has

remained fairly constant. Multifamily consEruction has increased during

the pasE five years with a large number of units being issued permits

during 1968 and 1969. Included {rmong those were IOO uniEs of public hous-

ing for the elderly, 168 units of section 2O2 housing for the elderly,
and 228 units of 221(d)(3) BMIR housing for low- and moderate-income families'

Vacancv. Based upon an April 197O postal vacancy survey and on other

available vacancy data, there were an estimated 2'5OO vacant units in the

HMA as of April i, I97o. 0f this number, 685 units were available for
sale or rent; 17O uniEs were available for sale, equal to a homeoq'ner va-

cancy rate of 1.O percent, and 515 were available for rent' a renter
vacancy raEio of 4.O percent. These vacancy rates show an increased home-

ohrner vacancy rate from 1960, when it was o.8 percent, and a decrease in
the renter vacancy rate from 5.2 percent in 1960. IE is estimaEed that
approximately lOO of the available vacant units are lacking one or more

plumbing facitlEies, 20 units for sale and 80 units for rent. If Ehese

are deleted from Ehe available categorYr the homeowner vacancy rate would

be reduced to o.9 percent and the rental vacancy rate would be reduced

to 3.4 percent,.

Lt All of the area of Ehe HMA is covered by building PermiEs.



Table I

Estimated Annual Dernand for New Si le - Fami 1 Housi
Fi tc rf,- Leominster . Massac usetts, Housing Mar t Area

April I 1970 - April 1. 1972

Sales price

$I5,OOO - $17,499
$I7,5OO - $19,999
$2O,OOO - $22,499
$22,5OO - $24,999
$25,OOO - $29,999
$3O,OOO - $34,999
$35rOOO and over

Total

Number
of units

20
40
45
40
60
45
50

300

Percent
of total

7
13
L4
13
2L
L4
18

100

EstimaEed Annual Demand for New Multifarnily Housing
F itchburg-Leominster . Massachusetts, Housins Market Area

April 1, 1970 - April 1, 1972

Gross
monthl ren a/ Eff ic iency

$13o - $14e
[50 - 169
170 - t89
190 - 209
2lO and above

Total

al Gross rent is

Source: Estimated

shelter rent plus the cost of utilities.

by Housing Market. Analyst.

5

=)

0ne
bedroom

25
10

5

Two
bedrooms

i5
l5
25
55

Three or more
bedrooms

lo
1040



Table lI

Estimated AnnuaI Occupancy Potential for Subsidized Housing
Fi tchburs-Leominster. Massac husetts, Housirp lularket Area

r970 ril I ?-I

A. Families

Section n6l /
exclui svely

r5
45
35
I5

110

IO
10

Eligible for
both programs

Public housing2/
excl usi vel y

1 bedroom
2 bedrooms
3 bedrooms
4+ bedrooms

Tot.aI

B. EI derl

Eff ic iency
1 bedroom

Total

95

70
20
90

,:

10

20
10
:o

i5
35
30
15

20

l/ A11 families eligible for Section 236 rental housing also qualify for
Section 235 sales housing. Section 236 potentials are based upon
exception income limits.

?/ AIl families and elderly eligible for public housing also qualify for
rent supplement housing.

Sources: Estimated by Housing Market Analyst.

April 1,



Table III

Labor Force Trends
Ma

Clvillan work force

Unemp loyment
Rate

1962

37,100

2 ,900
7.5

34,300

30,800

NA

g$ al

37,500

3,100
8.3

34,4OO

31,100

NA

1964

3 7 ,500

3,000
8.0

34,500

31,100

NA

1965

37,800

2,600
6.9

35,200

3 1,900

17 ,7OO

5,700

14, 100
1, loo
l,2oo
5, 600

700
3,4OO
2, l0o

200
1,900

L966

38, 600

2,20o
5,7

36,300

33,1OO

18 ,400

1,000
1 ,400
2,70o
4,7OO

700
500
900
500

2,000

2,700

500

100

t967

39,400

2,3OO
5.8

3 7,000

33,900

18,300

12,2oo
900

,300
,600
,800
800
500
700
600

15, 600
t,200
1 ,200
6,2OO

700
3,900
2,400

300
2,Loo

2,70o

400

100

19 68

40,300

2,too
5.2

38, 100

3s,100

1-8,200

5, 100
600

12,100
800

1,400
2,400
4,700
1 ann

500
700
600

1 6, 900
1,400
1,200
5,800

700
4,200
2,600

400
2,2OO

2,5@

500

100

:-96s a

40,7OO

2,100
5.2

38 ,500

35 ,40O

18 ,400

6,200
500

800
,400
,500
,900
800
500
700
600

1 ,400
t,200
6, 900

700
4,200
2,600

400
2,200

2,600

500

100

Total emplo)ment

Nonagricultural wage and salary

Manufacturing

Durable goods
Furnlture and fixtures
Fabrlcated netal products
Machlnery (except electrlcal)
Other durable goode

Nondurable goode
Text I 1e s

d>pare1
Paper
RubEr a-nd plastic prod
Chemicals \.
Leather
Mlsc. nanufacturlng
Other nondurable goods

Norunanufac turing
Contract constructlon
Trana., com., and utiltties
WholesaLe and retell trade
Flnance, ingurance and real estate
Servlce, mlsc. and ninlng
Government - total

Federal
State and local

A11 other nonagrlcultural employment NA NA NA

Agriculture NA NA NA

Persona involved in ''iabor-nanagement disputes NA NA NA

a/ Towns of Westminster and Townsend added to the labor market definitlon in 1963.

Ll Preliminary dara.

Source: I"hssachusetts StaEe Bureau of Employment Securlty.

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

NA
NA

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

NA
NA
NA
NA

NA
NA
NA

NA
NA

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
t{A
NA
NA

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

NA

NA

NA
NA
NA
NA

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

NA
NA
NA
NA

NA
NA
NA

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

2

1
2

2

I

6

2

2

100
500
600
100
900

,500
,100
,000

500
500
900
800

000L7,14,7OO
l,2oo
1 ,200
5,800

700
3, 500
2,2o0

200

6,000
500

2,600
2 ,000

900

2 ,500
2, 100

900

L2,12 ,000
900

1 ,300
2,7OO
4,4OO

500
500

1,000
600

400 12,200

1

2

4

1

2

4

2,goo

600



Table IV

Estimated PercenE Distribution of A1I Families and Renter Household al
Annual Income After DeducEion o Feder Income Tax

F i tchburg- Leomi nster, Massachusetts, HMA, 1959 and 1970

A1 I fam ilies Renter householde
Income 1959 t970 1959 1970

n

,
t

t

$

Ur

2

3
4

ooo
$2,OOO

- 2,ggg
- 3,999
- 4,ggg

5,OOO -
6,000 -
7,OOO -
8,OOO -

9,OOO - 9,999
IOTOOO - L2r499
l2,5OO - t4,999
l5rOOO and over

Total

de r 6
8

L2
16

L7
L4

9
5

7
9

11
9

10
L2
10
10

5
3
4
9

3
2

3
5

9
L4

6
8

100

8
13
L7
19

t7
to

5
3

$4,650

ooo
ooo

5,999
6,999
7,999
8,999

3
5
2

3

9

19
9

L4
100

2
3
2

1

100100

Median $5,450 $9 
'O5O

al Excludes one-person renter households.

Source: Estimated by Housing Market AnalysE.

$7 ,675



Table V

latlon and Household Trends
Fitchbure- Leominster. Massachusetts. HoUE lne Market Area

April t95O - April 1972

Apri I
I960

43 rO2L
27 ,g2g
I 9 ,2O8

13,235
8,349
5 ,366

Apri I
L970

43 r3OO
32 ,600
20,55O

14,OOO
lo,ooo
5,85O

Apri I
L972

43,7 50
33,5OO
20,85O

14,150
10,35O
5,950

Aver ea I ha
Component

Eopu lat ion

Hl,lA toEal

Fitchburg
Leominster
Balance of Hl{A

Househo 1d s

HMA total

Fi tchburg
Leominster
Balance of HI'IA

al Derived
basi s .

9Or158 96,45O 98,2OO

1960- 1970
Number Rat€.

t 972
Number Rat

'ea/

875 o.9

225
500
150

75
r75
50

/

26,949 29,85O 30,45O

530

30
465
135

290

75
165
50

o.7

o.1
1.5
o,7

t.o

5
5
7

o
1

o

o

5
7
8

3@ t

o
I
o

o.6
1.8
o.9

through the use of a formura designed to carculate the percentage rate'of change on a compound

Sources: I96o censuses of Housing and Population and estimates by Housing Market Anal1,sg.



Table VI

Housing Units Authorizqd !y Residential Eqrlding Permits
Fitchbuqg

1960- 1959

Prlvate units

Year

1960
1961
1962
r953
1964

19 65
L966
L967
1958
1969

Stng le-
fami 1y

334
352
307
292
332

304
274
250
246
224

Mult t-
f ami ly

8
9

23
l4
2L

TotaI

342
361
330
306
353

449
278
382
5L2
525

Pub I ic
units

5Z

r45
4

t32
266a/
30fi/

100

a/
b/

Includes 168 units of Section 2O2 housing for elderly in Fitchburg.
Includes 228 units of Section 22L(d)(3) housing currently under
construction in Fitchburg.

Sources: Counonwealth of MassachuseEts, Department of Labor and Industriesl
U. S. Bureau of the Census, Construction RePorts C-4O and C-42.



Fi tchbur

Table VII

Component s of the inventory
-Leomin ter Massachueetts Hous MarkeE Area

ComponenE
Apri I
t 960

Apri I
L970

Total invenEory

Occupied units

28,98o

26,949

15,515
57.6

1 I ,433
42.4

2,O31

723

32,35O

29 ,85O

17,600
59.O

L2,25O
4l.o

2 r5OO

685

170
1.O
515
4.o

0wner-occupied
Percent of total

Renter-occupied
Percent of total

Vacant units

Aval 1ab le

For sale
Homeowner vacancy rate

For rent
Renter vacancy rate

L29
o.8
594
5"2

0ther vacantg/ 1 ,3O9 I ,815

al Includes vacant units in the following categories: seasonal, dilapi-
dated, rent,ed or sold awaiEing occupancy, and held off the market.

Sources: 195O Census of Housing and esEimates by Houslng Market Analyst.
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