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Foreword

As a publlc service to assist local housing actlvltles through
clearer understanding of local housing market conditions, FHA
inltlated publication of its comprehenslve housing market analyses
early in 1955. While each report ls deslgned speclfically for
FHA use in administerlng its mortgage lnsurance operations, it
is expected that the factual tnformatlon and the findings and
conclusions of these reports wl11 be generally useful also to
builders, mortgagees, and oEhers concerned with local housing
problems and to others having an lntereet in Local economic con-
dltions and trends.

Slnce market analysis is not an exact science the judgmenEal
factor is lmportant in the development of findlngs and conclusions.
There wl11, of course, be differences of opinion in the lnter-
pretatlon of available factual lnformaEion ln determlning the
absorptive capaclty of the market and the requirements for maln-
tenance of a reasonable balance ln demand-supply relationshlps.

The factual framework for each analysls ls developed as thoroughly
as possible on the basis of inforrnatlon available from both Iocal
and natlonal sources. Unless speclfically identified by source
reference, all estimates and judgments ln the analysls are those
of the authorlng analyst.
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Sumnary and Conclualons

The econony of Ehe Steubenvllle-Irlelrton Houslng Market Area ls prinartly
dependent on nanufacturlng indusErtea, particularly bastc 6teel, fabrl-
cated metals, and clay products. In June 1965, about 33,15O workers
(54 percent of all employnent covered by State employment insurance laws
ln the area) rrere engaged in nanufacturlng industrlee. As of December
1965, nonagrlcultural wage and salary enptolment totaled 59,7OO jobs.
For the year 1965, such enplo5ment averaged 59,600, twelve percent higher
than ln 1962. In 1955, unemploynent averaged 3.5 percenf of the work
force, down elgnlflcanEly from the 1952 level of 5.5 percenE. Durlng Ehe
January 1955-January I958 forecast perlod, total nonagrtcultural enploy-
nent ls expected to lncrease by 2,OOO jobs (1,OOO annually).

The median income of all families, after the deducEion of Federal income
tax, is approximately $7,275; for tenanE families the median income is
about $6,250. By 1968, median after-tax lncome wilL rlse to approxi-
mately $7,725 for all families and to $5,625 for tenant families.

As of January L966, the population of the HMA is esEimated at 174,1O0

an increase of about I,lOO annually since 1960. During the forecast
period, the populaElon is expected to increase by 95O annually, and'to
Eotal about 176,000 by January 1958.

Households in the HMA now total about 5O,35O, an increase of about 375

annually since 1950. Households are expected to increase by about 35O

a year during the January 1966-January 1968 forecasE period.

Currently, there are approximaEely 52,850 housing units in Ehe HI'IA, an

increase of about 39O annually since April 1960. The number of housing units
buitt since 1960 and Ehose currently under construction Eotal about 3,230
units, including 2,630 units authorized by buitding permits and about
60O units buitt in nonpermit-issuing places. Permit authorizations
have fluctuated from a low of 313 in 1961 to a hlgh of 72O (including
2OO public housing units) in 1963. Currently, there are approximately
17O housing units under consEruction. Of these, approximately 155 are
single-family units and 15 units are in mulEifamily structures.

As of January l, 1966 there are approxlmaEely l,2OO available, vacant,
nonseasonal, nondilapldated housing units in the Hl'lA. Approximately
35O units are for sale and 850 units are for rent, representing sales
and rental vacancy ratios of 1.O and 5.5 percent, resPectlvely.
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The demand for new privately-orrrned housing unlts during rhe January 1966-
January 1958 forecasE period ls est,inated at460 units, including 400
sales and 60 renEal units; an additional 15 privaEely-ornmed rental units
a year probably could be absorbed at the lower rents associated with
publtc benefits or assistance flnancing, excluslve of public low-rent
housing or rent-suppleuent accommodations. The demand for the sales
untte by price class !s indicated on page 25.
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Housing Market Area

For the purposes of this analysls, the Steubenvllle, Ohio-fieirton,
West Virginia, Housing Market Area (HI'IA) ts defined as being coter-
minous with the Steubenville-Weirton Standard Metropolltan Statistieal
Area, and is comprlsed of Jefferson County, Ohio, and Brooke and Hancock
Counties, t{esE Vlrginla. Together, these Ehree counties are regarded
as one labor market area. To facilitate the analysis, however, the HMA

is dlvided lnto two sub-markets which are ldentified as the r10h1o

portionrt or Jefferson County, and the I'West Vlrglnia portlonrr, composed
of Brooke and Hancock Counties. The sub-markets are separaEed by
the Ohto Rlver whtch, for part of its course, forms the boundary of the
two StaLes.

Jefferson County is siEuated on the mid-eastern edge of the State of
Ohio, whlle Brooke and Hancock Counties are locaEed at Ehe extreme
northern panhandle of ltlest Vlrglnia. The H!4A is contiguous to seven
counties, locaEed ln three states (see map). Steubenville, Ohio, and I'leirton,
West Virglnia, are the two largesE communltles and are the only ciEles
with populations of over 1O,OOO. Cltles wlth populatlors of less than IO,OOO
include Toronto, . Ohio, and Follansbee and Wellsburg, [,ilest Virginia. In
I95O, the populatlon of the HMA totaled.nearly 167,800 of whom less Ehan
two percent hrere rural farm residents.f/

The clties of Steubenvllle and trileirton are located on the banks of the
Ohio River, and are approximaEely 40 mlles west of Ptttsburgh, Pennsylvania,
nearly 25 miles north of l{heellng, Iflest Vlrginia, and about 60 miles south
of Youngstown, Ohio. U.S. Highway 22 runs east-rr/eSt and provides connec-
rions with Pittsburgh and Columbus. StaEe Highway 7, on the Ohio side of
the river, and Stat,e Highway 2, on the !{est Virginia side, lead north
to Youngstown and south to $flheeling. The Pennsylvania Railroad provides
freight transportation in the area with lines on both sides of the Ohio
River. The Pittsburgh and llheeling Airports, both within 4O miles of
the rnajor citles in the HMA, provide air transportation facillties.

Ttre Census of Population reported that in April 1960, of a total of
55,325 workers who resided ln the HMA, approximately 3175O worked outside
the HMA. In Ehe same perlod, approxlmately 71550 workers commuted from
the contiguous countles lnEo Ehe tMA for employment, lndicatlng that
there was net daily in-commutatlon of about 3,800 workers. Most of the

Ll Inasmuch as the rural farm population of the Steubenville-Welrton HMA

constituted less than two percent of the total population ln 1960,
all demographie and housing data used ln thls analysis refer to the
total of farm and nonfarm data.
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in-commuters came from Belmont and Columbiana Counties ln Ohlo, and
t{ashington County, Pennsylvanla. Though neE in-commutaEion mlght have
lncreased slightly because of increased employment opportunities,
especially tn the construction industry during the last two years, the
pattern d commutation is noL belleved to have changed and lt is expected
to remain substantialty the same during the forecast period.
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Economy of the Area

Histo and Character

Jefferson County was organized in 1832 and Brooke and Hancock
Countles were delineated in 1848. Exploration and seLtlement of the area
had been attempted as early as the mid-eighteenth century, as evidenced
by George tfashingtonrs journey through the area in the falL of 1770, the
building of Fort Steuben in L787, and Ehe many conflicts between settlers
and Indians throughout the latter half of the eighteenth century.
Steubenville was incorporated as a town in 1805, and as a city in i851.
The l{eirton area hras settled as early as I-909 as a place of residence
for steel mill workers, buE r{as not incorporated until L941, when a
charter was approved and the name Weirton was adopted.

Though the early settlers were mainly dependent on the products of the
soll and the forest for their support, general stores, hotels, and bars
were prevalenE in the area at an early date, and by t8O9 the first bank
had been established. Durlng the first part of the nineteenth century,
manufacturing began to assume some importance in the local economy. A
copper works was established in 18OO, a nail factory was operative in
1811, and in 1815 a woolen mill (which preceded a once thriving woolen and
clothing lndustry) was built. In 1832, a brick factory was built in
Brooke County; and by 1852 several iron works, Ehe predecessors of the
present steel establishments, were in operation. Today, Ehe sEeel lndustry
is the mainstay of the economy of the area.

From early times, the Ohio River has played an important part in the
economy of the area. It still serves as a means of transportation ln addition
to supplying water and steam for use in many manufacturing processes. The
completion of several railroads to the area from Pittsburgh, Cleveland,
and triltreeling in the 1853-1865 period, supplementing and competing with
river transportation, gave greaE impetus to economic development in the
area and facilitated the development of the coal and steel industries.

The present economy of the Steubenville-!ileirton HMA is primarily dependent
on manufacturing industries. In June 1965, about 54 percent of all
workers in the area who were covered by State unempLoyment compensation laws
were employed by manufacturing establishments. Because of its dependenee
on manufacturing indusEries, particularly durable goods, Ehe area is
sensitive to outside economic developments, notably in the steel and auto-
mobile industries, and, therefore, to fluctuations in the national economy.
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Employment

Current EsElnate. As of December 1965, nonagricultural wage and satary
errployment totaled 59,700 workers, approxlmatel-y 2r7OO, about five per-
cent, hlgher Ehan the comparabte month in 1964. For Ehe year 1965,
nonagrlcultural wage and salary emplolment averaged 59r600, approxl-
mately 31700 (seven percent) above the average for 1964, and twelve
percent higher than ln 1962 (see table I).

Past Trend. Data on total nonagrlcultural wage and salary emptoynenE
are not avallable for the HI'IA prlor to 1962 and no breakdowns by
industry or sub-markets are available, but the trends in covered employ-
ment (1.e., covered by Stare unempl,oyment insurance laws) are lndlcative
of changes ln toEal nonagrLcultural wage and salary employment. Ln June
1965, covered emploprent totaled nearly 51r900. In L964, covered empLoyees
totaled 45rL75, equaL to 81 percenE of the 55r900 nonagriculturat wage and
salary jobs ln the area (see tables I and II). The 45,175 workers tn
covered employnrent ln 1964 lncluded 2L,425 (47 percent) ln the Ohlo portlon
of the HUA, and 23,750 (53 percent) in the West Vlrglnla portton.

rlIn 1961r: covered employment averaged 43,675 persons. The annual average
decllned by 725 (two percent) ln Ehe 1961-1963 perlod to 42,950, then
lncreased substantially by 2,225 (flve percent) tn 1964.

In the Ohlo portlon of the HMA, covered employment decllned slightly ln
1962, Slnce then, there have been yearly increases of two percenE (42O)
and slx percent (1,275 Jobs) ln 1953 and 1964, respecttvely. In the llest
Vlrgtnla porElon, covered employurent decllned slightly ln the 1961-1963
perlod, a loss whlch Has more than regained ln 1964 when covered empLoy-
ment ln the lIeBt Vlrglnia portlon lncreased. The followlng table shows
the trend of covered employment ln the H}lA in the 196L-1965 perlod.
Covered employnenE ln each of the sub-markets ls ghown ln Eable II.

1 19 1 ls the earllest year for whlch comparabte daEa are available.
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Trend of Covered Employment

196L- 1955

Date

r.961
t962
1963
t954
June 1965

29,934
28,566
28,277
29,527
33, L29

L4,739
t4,523
L4,662
t5,645
t8,768

Manu. Nonmanu-
facturlng facturing

Total covered
employmenE

43,673
43,Ogg
42,939
45,L72
51,897

Change from
prevlous year

Number Percent

- 584
- I50

2,233
NA

-1.3
- .3
5.2

NA

Sourees: Division of Research and Statistics, Ohlo Bureau of Unemployment
Compensationl l{est Virgini,a Department of Employment Security.

Emplovmen t bv IndusErv

Manufacturing.- In June 1965, 33,159 workers (64 percent of covered

"-pl.y*."t t" the HMA) were in manufacturing indusEries compared wiEh
29,525 in t964. The proportion of total covered employment provided in
manufacEuring has been fairly constant, having varied less than one

percent in the 1961-i964 period. Only 50 percent of the 1964 average of
21,425 covered workers in the Ohio portion were engaged ln manufacturing,
as compared to 79 percent of the nearly 23,750 covered workers in the
rwest Virginia portion, emphasizlng the concentration of heavy industry
in the latter portion of the HMA.

Ihe total of 29,525 covered workers engaged in manufacturing in 1964 was

1,25O (four percent) higher than the 1963 toraI. Between 1961 and 1963,
manufacturing employr.ti declined by 66O jobs because of weak demand for
steel, plant modlrnizations, and alleged foreign competltlon, both in
the stell and china industries. During the 1961.1953 period, manufacturing
emplo5rment was affected adversely by several minor labor disputes also, and

in the fall of 1962 a china establishment, which then employed several
hundred workers, was forced out of business because of competition and

lnability to operaEe at a profit. In 1964, a metal fabricating firm,
unable Eo recover fully from a fire tn 1962 and because of marketing
problems h,as forced to liquldaEe. The lncrease in employment in the
manufacturing secEOr in the 1964-1965 period, therefore' rePresented, in
part, .""o.r"iy from job losses in the relatively depressed t96t-1963
period, stimulated by national prosperity in the recent Past.
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Data on emplo5rment. in manufacturing by industry group are not available
for the HMA. Local sources, including the State employment security
offices and the chambers of commerce, indicate that the primary and
fabricated metals industry engaged a preponderant proportion of all
manufacturing workers, and that the producEion of stone, clay, and glass
products and the pulp and paper industry, in that order, were next in
importanee. Enployment fluctuations in the manufacturlng sector are,
in a large measure, the net effeet of employment changes in these
indus tries .

Nonmanufac turing . As of June 1965, a total of 18,750 workers, 36 percent
of those covered by unemployment compensation laws, were employed in non-
manufacturing industries. In L964, about 15,650 workers, 35 percent of
covered employmentrh/ere so employed, an increase of about 975 (seven
percent) over the 1963 total of almost L4,675. Nonmanufacturing was
relatively stable in the 1961-1963 period.

The Ohio portion, with 5O percent of its covered workers employed by
nonmanufacEuring industries, accounted for two-thirds of all covered
nonmanufacturing employment in 1964. The t{est Virglnia portion, where
only 21 percenE of covered workers were engaged in nonmanufacturing,
accounted for one-third of all covered nonmanufacturing employment.

I{ho1esale and retail trade is the principal nonmanufacturing industry
in the HMA, and in June 1965 employed 7.150. In 1964 the industry
engaged 6,675 workers, equal to 15 percent of all covered employment.
Trade employment declined by lOO in L962, and averaged 61400 in that year.
Ihe losswas virtually regained in L963, and Erade advanced by t75 (nearly
three percent) in L964. Although the industry is the largest in the
nonmanufacturing sector, the wholesale and reEail trade group is comprised
of a large number of establishments, very few of which employ 1OO or
more workers.

Based on annual averages for Ehe 1961-1964 period, transportation,
communication, and public utiliEies is the second largest nonmanufac-
turing industry in the HMA, although in June 1965 contract constructlon
ranked second, because of an upsurge in constructlon activity. In June
L965.- covered employment in transportation, couutrunication, and pub,[lc
utilities totaled 2,45O. In 1954, this industry employed nearly 2,475
workers, about five percent of covered employment. Itre 1964 average
represented a small loss since the 1952 level of 21575, Despite recent
developments ln the area, including the construction of new power plants
(ttE 1{.H. Sammls Plant at Stratton, Ohio, eompleted ln L952 and the Cardinal
Plant at BrlIliant, Ohio, now under constructlon) and the modernizatlon
program undertaken by Ohlo Be1[ Telephone Company, employment in
transportation, corflmunieation,and public utilltles has remalned relatively
stable during the 196t-1954 period.



8-

As of June 1965, there was a total of 21700 employed in services. In
1964, employment in services averaged 2r25O, about five percent of all
eovered employment, and 550 (33 percent) higher than the 1961- level of
lr7O0. Employment in services has shown moderate increases ranging from
225 to 150 in each of the years L962 to 1964. The major employers in
the group include the Ohio Valley Hospital and the Fort Steuben Hote1.
Expanded employment is due, in part, to increased employment at the
hospitals in the area.

Seasonally high employment in contract construction totaled 4r25O in
June 1965. The average of 21150 covered workers in construction in
L964, nearly five percent of all covered employment in the area, was
slightly less than in 1961, the previous high. The 1964 average was
almost 725 (5O percent) more than the 1963 average of about 11425. In
the 1961-1963 period contract construction declined by nearly 8OO.
This decline in the construction industry reflected, mainly, the com-
pletion of a few large projects in the area, including the W. H. Sammis
Power plant, the New CumberLand Dam, the Mingo Junction thoroughfare
project, and expansion and modernization at WeirLon Stee1. The 1964
increase in employment in the construction industry, which undoubtedly
has continued into the 1965 period, is due mainly Eo increased construc-
tion activity at Weirton Steelrs rrMill of the Futureil and at the new
Cardinal Power Plant. There is a certain amount of fluidity in the supply
of labor in the construction industry in the area. Often, an out-of-
town contractor and his crew wil"l be responsible for some phase of a
project; for example, excavation, plumbing, or electrical wiring. In
that case, a group will move into the area, complete its phase of the
project, and then leave. This practive is significant, since it has
the effect of inflating the demand for rental accommodations temporarily.

As of June 1965, employment in mining and quarrying totaled 1 r2OO. There
lras an average of lr2OO workers (about three percent of covered employ-
ment) engaged in mining and quarrying in 1964, about 5O less than in
L963,, the previous high. The industry experienced small increases of
60 and 13O in L962 and L963, respectively, but lost employmenE in the
following year. The Hanna Coal Company and the North American Coal
Company are the principal employers in the industry.

Finance, insurance, and real estate engaged approximately 950 workers
in June 1965 and an averag,e of about 890 workers in L964, nearly two
percent of covered employment. This industry has shown minor yearLy
increases since 1961 when 830 workers liere employed.

As can be determined from table II, ranking industries in nonmanufac-
turing by the number of covered workers in L964 reveals that the indus-
tries $rere virtually of the same relative importance to Ehe sub-markets
as they vrere to the HMA as a whole. For example, employment in trade
ranked first among nonmanufacturing industries in the FMA as a whole,
as well as in the Ohio and West Virginia portions.
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Princioal Emoloyment Sources

The principal employers in the area are engaged in the production of
primary metals, particularly basic steel. A recent publicatlon,Itrndustrial Development and Manufacturers Record, prepared by conway
Research, rnc. of Atlanta Georgia, indicates that in a recenE year
two establishments, (Weirton Steel, with some 13,OOO employees, and
I{treeling steeI, wlth about 7,ooo workers) accounted for the major
proportion of aIl manufacturing emploSrment in the area.

Illleirton Steel co., Division of National steel corporation, originated
in 1909 nrhen Ernest T. 1{eir, President of Phillips Sheet and Tln plate
Co. of Clarksburgrffest Virginia, purchased lO5 acres of tand at 1ftat is
now Weirton. The choice $ras dictated mainly by accessibility of
transportation facilities and of coal and water. His plan was to bultd
an inEegrated steel mill. In 1911, the Pope Tin Plate plant in steubenvilLe
was purchased by Mr. fieir and his associates. Expansion of facilities
h,as so rapid that, by f915, E. T. $0eir and his associates were the.Ilargest producers of tin.mill product,s in the world.rt Mr. Weir's effor;s
culminated in the organization of National Steel in 1929 when Weirton
Steel Co., Great Lakes Steel, and iron ore properties, boat,s, and
other facilities of M. A. Hanna Co. were broughtunder a single
corporation. Subsequent growth has placed National Steel fourth in the
American steel industry. rn recent years, Weirton Steel, a division of
National Steel, has adopted many technological changes, includlng
installation of basic oxygen furnaces, vacuum degassing units, and
conEinuous hoE casEing. These modern techniques will be combined in the
new ttMiil of the Futurerr no$, under construction.

l{eirton Steel, lfeirton, and its plants in Steubenville and Follansbee
produce subsEantial quantities of electrolytic tin plate, rol1ed sheets,
galvanized sheets, and structural steel. Ihe managemenE indicates that
although demand for the products of the company is high and employment
is expected to increase in the immediate future, the long-term prospect
is for a leveling off, or perhaps a slight decline, in employment because
the new steel mill will permit the closing of some of the blast furnaces,
thereby elimlnating many jobs.

I{heeling Stee1, with plants at Steubenvill-e, Yorkville, and Beech Bottom,
is the second largest employer in the HMA. llheeling Steel was formed in
1920, when three predecessor companies merged. l,lheeling Steel also has
undertaken an expanslon and modernization program, with the installation
of two new basic oxygen furnaces, and the building of a hot strip mill
at the Steubenvil-le plant. The major products of the flheeling plants
are hot and cold rolled sheets and plates, expanded metal products,
prepainted steel products, and tln p1ate.
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Titanium Metals Corporation of America, located at Toronto, Ohio, ls the
third largest manufacturing establishment in the area. The Directory of
Steubenville Area Manufacturers, prepared by the Steubenville Area
Chamber of Commerce, indicates that employment by Titanium metals is
1,OOO or more. The company located at Toronto in 1957 and exparded
rapidly. IE is engaged in the production of titanium sheet, plate,
billet,and tubing, mainly for use in the aircraft industry and in Ehe
space program. Despite the favorable growth rate experienced in recent
years, the management indicates that employment probably will be stabLLi'zed
at about the present level for the foreseeable future.

The Hanna Coal Company, a producer of bituminous coal, is also one of the
large employers. Coal and coke are essential ingredients of the blast
furnaces. Since the steel producers are gradually eliminating the blast
furnaces and are Eurning to the use of oxygen furnaces which reduce Ehe
need for coke, there is a probability that coal produ.cLion might be
affected adversely in the future.

Ugempl.ovment

There were 2r500 unemployed peroons ln the SEeubenvllle-Welrton HMA as
of December 1965, sllghtly more than ln the comparable month ln 1964,
and equal to about 3.6 percenE of the work force of approxlmately 681200
(eee table I). For Ehe year 1965, unenptoyurent averaged 2,500, about
3.6 percent of the labor force of abouL 681500. Uneurplolment averaged
6.6 percent ln L962, hlghest for the L962-L965 perlod. Data are not
avallable for any perlod prlor to L962, but locaL sources indicate that
unemploprent was at a hlgh !n the 1960-1961 recesalon when unemPlo)rment
ln the natloaal economy reached a peak. In the 1962-1965 perlod, whlle
unemployurenE decllned, the work force lncreased subeEanElally, refLectlng
Ehe lmproved economtc condltlone of Ehe area.

FuEure Emptotment

Durlng the January 1966-January 1968 forecaat perlod, nonagrlcuttural
euplolment ls expected to lncreaae by about 2,000 Jobs (11000 annually).
Thls ls substantially below the lncrease experLenced ln the tast Elro
years for whlch the data reflect recovery from a recession. Prlnary
tretals ls expected to have only a small net addltlon of about 300 Joba,
ae exlstlng plant capaclty and the exploltatlon of the newer, more
efflclent, processlng techniquea can lncrease productlon lrlLhout any
slgnlficant lncrease ln enployment. A emal1 lncreaae of about 100 or
200 ln Btone, clay, and glaaa products probably wlll be offset by anti-
clpated declines ln fabrlcated metale and other ulnufacturlng tndustrlee,
which experlenced declinee ln 1963 and L964. An antlclpated 700 Joba
wll1 be added annually ln the nonmanufacturlng aecEor, where gervlces
w111 add abouE 400 and goyernment and trade are expected to lncreaee by
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about 2OO each. Construction is expected to fluctuate considerably during
the period, but it is anticipated that a net loss of about 2OO (tOO

annually) will be sustained, as construction of the Weirton mill nears
completion. Minlng and quarrying is expected to decline slightly,
offsetting a similar gain in transportation.

Income

CurrenE Estimate. CurrenEl y) the median income, after deduction of
Federal income tax, of all families in the Steubenville-trleirton HMA is
$l,ZlS. The median after-Eax income of Lenant families is $5,25O. By

1968, median after-tax income of all families will rise to approxlmately
$7,725; median income of tenant families will be about $6,625.

About sixteen percent of alL famllies and 24 percent of tenanE familles
ln Ehe HI,IA have incomes of tess than $41000. About 23 percent of all
familles but only 13 percent of renLer familles have incomes of $1-0,000
or over.

Incomes are higher in the West Virginia portion then in the Ohio portion.
The median after-Eax income of al1 families in the I{est Vlrginia portion
is $8rOOO compared Eo $6,750 in the Ohio portion. Fortenant families
the medians are $6,875 and $5,8O0, respectively. DisEributions of families
by esEimated annual incomes are presented in table II1.
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Demopraphic Factors

Popul dtion

Current Estimate. As of January L966, the population of the Steuben-
vil1e-Weirton HMA is estimated at 174,10O persons, about 6r350 above
the total enumerated in April 1960 (see table IV). The current popu-
lation represents an average annual increase of about l,IOO persons (less
than one percent a year), including a gain of some 520 persons in the Ohio
portion and 580 in the'I{est Virginia portion of the HMA. The popula-
tions of these Ewo sub-markets currently are estimaEed at [O2r2OO and
71r9OO, respectivel-y. The population of the city of Steubenville is
about 33r3OO and that of l,Ieirton is approximately 30,25O.

About 27 percent of the population increase in the Ohio portion of
the HI4A since 1960 occurred in the city of Steubenville, and a sub-
stantial portion of the gain was in the suburban parts of the city,
parEicularly in and around Mingo Junction and l,ilintersvil1e. In the
West Virginia portion, approximately 61 percent of the population
increase occurred in the city of lJeirton and the remaining 39 per-
cent occurred in several other villages and towns in Hancock and
Brooke Counties.

Past Trend. In general, the population growth was slightly higher
in the 1960-1966 period than during the 195O-1960 decade, buE the
rate of growth was slow (less than one percent) in both periods.
The slow rate.of growth is a reflection of the poor economic con-
ditions which have been prevalent in the area, particularly in the
late 195O's and during the 196O-1961 recession, the effecE of which
was relatively proLonged in Ehis area.

Between 195O and L96O the total population of the HMA increased by
nearly IOrOOO persons (six percent) from about 157r8OO to L67 r8OO.
The Ohio portion grew by 2r7OO persons (three percent) from 96r5OO
to 99r2OO. The I'lest Virginia portion increased in population by
nearly 7r3OO (12 percent) from about 51r3OO to more than 681550'
accounting for nearly three-fourths of the population increase in
the entire HMA.

During the 195O-1960 period, practicaLly all of the population growth
in the Ohio portion occurred in suburban areas, particularly in Win-
tersville, Toronto, and Mingo Junction. The city of Steubenville
experienced a loss averaging about 34O persons annual1y. In the lJest
Vlrginia portion of the HI,LA, the population of Weirton grew by about
420 persons annually and accounted for 58 percent of the growth in
Brooke and Hancock Counties. Since 1950, the lJest Virginia portion,
paced by the city of Weirton, has been growing faster than the Ohio
portion, although the gap !.ras narrowed in the 1960-1966 period. The
respective rates of population growth are indicated in table IV.
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Estimated Future Population. Based on the anticipated rise in employ-
ment during the forecast period, the population of the Steubenville-
l,Ieirton HMA ls expected to inct'ease by about 11900 (950 annually)
and to total 176,OOO by January 1968. The projected population
increase is somewhat below Ehe rate experienced both tn the 19fi-L966
period and in the previous decade. The slight reduction in the rate
of population increase results from the judgment that the anticipated
level at which jobs will increase will be less than recen! increases,
some part of which represented recovery gains from the recession, and
that a portion of the gain in const,ruction ls expected to
be temporary. The population of the Ohio portion is expected to
increase by about 900 persons (450 annually), while the I{est Virginia
portion of the HMA will add about I-,OOO persons (5OO annually).

Net Natural lncre ase and Misration. Duri ng the 1950-1960 decade, net
natural lncrease (the excess of resident live births over resident
deaEhs) averaged 2r3OO persons a year. The population increased about
1,ffianually, indicating that neE ouL-migration during the decade
averaged 1r300 persons annually. The majority of the out'miSrants
(approximately 74 percent) had been residents of the Ohio portion
of the HI'14, largely of the city of Steubenville. Net out-migration
during the 1960-1966 period has been estimated at 510 Persons annu-
ally, substantially less than in the decennial period. The decline
in out-migration reflects the improvement in economic conditions,
especially in the last two years.

Ape of Population. .A comparison of the population of the HMA ln 195O

and 196O, by age groups, is presented in the following table.

llee Distribution of the Pooulation
Steubenvil Le-WeirLon Hl"lA

ApriL 1950 and April 1960

I950 L960 Chanse 1950- 196O
Number PercentAse sroups Number Percent Number Percent

Under 10
10- 19
20-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60-69
7O and over

Total

24,387
25,506
24,536
L9,544
15 ,558
11,106

tsl ,787

36,108
28,O73
L9 ,47 5
23 r 555
22 1713
L6,gL4
12 r 0OO

8.91-8
L67 ,7 56

5,369
3,586

-6,031
- 981

3 rL69
1, 356

894
2.507
9,969

,7 3930 19.5
15.4
t6,2
1s.5
L2.4
9..9
7.0
4.L

100. o

21.5
L6.7
11 .5
14. 1

13.5
10. 1

7.2
5.3

100.o

L7 .s
15. 1

-23.6
- 4.0

L6.2
8.7
8.0

39.1
6.3

Source: 195O and 1960 Censuses of Population.
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The distribution shows that the greatest numerical increases occurred
in the'age groups under 20 years of age, in which the number of persons
increased by a total of 9,050, reflecting the high birth rates of the
Post-I,Iorld I{ar rr and Korean conflict periods. The age groups 20-59,
col1ectively, declined by nearly 2r5OO persons, indicating substantial
out-migration of the working population, especial-ly in the 2O-29 age
group. The increase in the number of persons 60 years and over is a
reflection of the increased longevity of the population. The increase
in the number of persons in the younger age groups is significant,ln-
asmuch as many will begin to become household heads in the near future
and probably will seek rental accommodations prior to purchasing their
own homes.

Households

Current Estimate. ,As of January 1, 1966, there are approximately 50r35O
households in the 'Steubenville-tr{eirton HI'flA,, an increase of about 2,L5O since
1960 (see table V). The current estimate represents an average increase
of 375 households annually, including an increase of 180 a year in the
Ohio portion which now has about 30r05O households, and an increase
of 195 yearly in the I{est Virginia portion which now has an estimated
20,3OO households.

Approximately 34 percent of the household growth in the Ohio portion
of the HI'IA occurred in the city of SteubenvlLLe, and a substantial
part of the remainder occurred in areas adjacent to the clty, especially
in l{intersville and Mingo Junction. Households currently total abouE -lO,550
in Steubenville City and approximately 19r5OO in the remainder of Jef-'
ferson County. In the t{est Virginia portion, Weirton accounted for
61 percent of the increase in households; trfeirton now has approximately
8r600 households while the remainder of the I{est Vlrginia portion of
the HMA has about L1,7OO househoLds.

Past Trend. During the 1950-1960 decade the number of households in
the Hl,lA increased by 41975 (over 11 percent) from 431225 to 48r2OO.
,ApproximaLely 44 percent of the increase in households occurred in
the Ohio portion which grew by 2,2OO households, from 26,800 to 29,OOO.
The decenniaL growth occurred entirely outside SEeuvenville, in which
the number of households declined by 130.

Approximately 56 percent of the household groh,th in the HMA during the
1950-1950 decade occurred in the lflest Virginia portion where the number
of households increased by 21775, from 161425 to 19r2OO. As in the
1960-1966 period, Weirton accounted for a large part (56 percent) of
the growth in households which occurred in the !{est Virginia portion.
The increase in the number of househoLds in the HI'IA between 1950 and
1960 reflects, in part, the change in census definition fromrrdwelling
unitrr in the 1950 Census to ilhousing unitrr in the 1950 Census.
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Future Households. It is estlmated that, durlng the forecast period,
ffiseho1dswi11increasebyabouE7oo(abouE35oannua[Iy)
and will total aPProximately 51rO5O by January 1968. The number of
households is explcted to increase by some 17O annualty in the Ohio portion
and by 180 annually in the !ilest virginia portion of the HMA. The

projected household growth is slightly below the rate of increase
Lxperienced in the area since 1950 because of the smaller anticipated
employment and population incr"e8ses.

Household Size. Currently, there is an average of 3.(2 persons per
h""*h"ld f" the IIMA. The average number of persons per household
declined from 3.60 in 1950 to 3.44 in 1960 (see table V). In the
Ohio portion the average household size is 3.37. Between 195O and

1960 household size in the Ohio portion declined from 3.55 to 3.39.
In the'West Virginia portion the average number 9f persons per house-
hold is 3.4g, a decline from 3.52 in 1960 and 3.67 in 1950. The average
number of persons per household is lowest (3.10) in the ciLy of
Steubenville, and highest (3.52) in the rural sections of Jefferson
county. During the forecast period a very modest decline in household

size is anticiPated.
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HousinE Market Factors

Housinq, Supplv

Current Estimate. As of Jantary 1966, there is a total of about 521850
housing units in the Steubenville-'I,Ieirton HMA,, an increase of nearly
21225 (four percent) or 39O annually since /Apri1 1960. .Approximately
52 percent of this increase in the housing inventory occurred in the
Ohio portion of the HI"VA, where the total number of housing units in-
creased by 1,15O (an average of 2OO units annual"ly) to the current
total of 31r8OO units. The West Virginia port.ion now has approxi-
mately 21rO5O housing units, an increase of 11075 units (190 units
annually) since April 1960.

Of the net addition of 1r15O housing units to the inventory in the
Ohio portion during the 1960-1966 period, about 38 percent (440
units) was added in SteubenviLle, and 62 percent (71O units) was added
in the remainder of the Ohio portion. Currently, there are approxi-
mately 1Ir150 housing units in Steubenville and 20r65O in the remainder
of the Ohio portion. In the West Virginia portion, Weirton now has
approximately 8,85O housing units and has accounted for 62 percent
(665 units) of the increase of 1rO75 housing units since 1960. The
inventory in the remainder of the West Virginia portion grew by
approximately 4tO units, and now totals 12r2O0.

Past Trend. During Ehe 1950-196O decade, the number of housing units
in the Steubenville-I'leirton HI"IA, increased by nearly 6r35O units (14
percent) from 44r3OO Eo 501650 units. Part of this increase, however,
resulted from the definitional change fromrrdwelling unitrr in the 1950
Census to rrhousing unitrr in the 1960 Census. The decennial increase
was divided almost evenly between the sub-markets. In the Ohio portion
of the HMA, the inventory increased by about 3r1OO units (11 percent)
ftom 27 r550 to 30,650. Nearly alL of the increase occurred outside
the city of Steubenville. The inventory in the'!ilest Virginia portion
increased by approximately 3r25O units, from 151750 units to 2OTOOO

units. lJeirton accounted for 54 percent of the increase. The housing
inventory for the HMA and sub-markets is presented in table VI.

Tvpe of Structure. As indicated in table VII , t,here have been only
minor changes in the composition of the housing inventory since 1960.
One-unit. structures, including trailers, comprise 88.4 percent of the
total, slightly lower than in 1960.

,Approximately 86.6 percent of the inventory in the Ohio portion of
the HMA is in single-family structures compared to 91.2 percent
in the West Virginia portion. Structures containing two units comprise
sl-ightLy more of the inventory in the Ohio portion than in the West Virginia
portion, 6.3 and 5.2 percent, respectively. Structures with three or more
units are more numbrous in the Ohio portion, where they constitute 7.1
percent of the inventory, than in the West Virginia portlon, where only 3.6
percent of the housing supply is in structures containing three or more units.
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Ase of Structure. A high proportion (48 percent) of the housing
inventory is quite o1d, having'been built before 1930. Near1y
24 percent was built between 193O and 1950; and approximately 28

pertent has been built since 1950 and is relatively new (15 years
otd or less). Generally, the lnventory is older in Ehe ohio
portion than in the ll{est Vlrginia portion. Nearly 53 percent of the
inventory in the Ohio portion of the Hlll[ was built prior to 193O,

as compared to only 42 percent constructed before Ehat year in the
!'lest Virginia portion.

Percentase Dis ibution of the Housine Invento bv Year Built
Steubenvi I 1 e-l{elrton HM/A

Year builtP/

,April 196O to Dec. 1965
1955 to March 196O
1950 to 1954
L940 to L949
1930 to 1939
L929 or earLier

Total

Ohio West Virginia
oortion portion

HMA

total

5.6
11.3
8.9
9.8

11 .5
52.9

100.o

6.t
L2.9
L2.4
L2.6
L4.3
4L.7

100.0

5.8
11 .9
10.3
10.9
t2.7
48.4

100. o

al The basic data reflect an unknown desree of error in |tyear buiLttl
occasioned by the accuracy of response to enumeratorsr questions
as well as errors caused by sarnpling.

Sources: 1960 Census of Housing and estimates by Housing Market Analyst.

Condition of the Inventorv. Currently, about 14 percent of the housing
1apidatedor1acksoneormorepI.umbingfaci1.

ities, .t*p.r"d with 17 percent in 1960. ln the Ohio portion, the
currenE proportion of unlts that are dilapidated or lack one or more

plumbing fatitities is 16 percent; in the l{est Virginia portion, the
proportion is 12 percent. In 1960, nearly 19 percent and 14 percent,
iespectively, of th" irr.r"r,tory in the Ohio and'trlest Virginia portions
werl classified as dilapidated or lacking one or more plumbing facili'
ties. These data indicate that there has been a considerable improve-
ment in the condition of the inventory, particularly in the ohio
portion, because of a large number of demolitions'

Value Rent . The median value of owner-occupied houses in the HI"IA

is approximatelY $11 r800. In 1960, the Census of Housing rePorted
that the median value of owner-occu pied houses was $11r100. Local
realtors indicate that there has been a slight increase in real estate
values since I-960. The current med ian value, therefore, reflects
both the appreciation in real estate values and the fact that the new

units constructed have beern piced,generally,above $17 rOOO.
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Currently, the median gross rent, including utilities, of renter-
occupied units in the HMA is approximately $70. In April 1960, the
Census of Housing reported that the median gross rent was $66. The
current median gross rent reflects a slight upward trend in renEs
in the area. The new renEaL units buiit and those demolished since
1960 were distributed by approximate rental ranges in estimating the
current median.

The median value of owner occupied houses is slightly lower in the
Ohio portlon of the Hl,l.tA than ln the West Virginia portion. In 1960,
these values were $10r900 and $1lr3OO, respectively. The median gross
rent 1s approximately the same in both sub-markets.

Residentlal Buildine ActivitJ. Since January 1960, about 3r23O housing
units have been built or are in some stage of construction irt the tMA,
including some 6OO units estimated to have been buiLt outside permiE-
issuing places. .About 21630 housing units have been authorized by
building permits in various permit-issuing places in the HI"VA. Of these,
about 1r510 units were authorized in the Ohio portion, mainly in Steu-
benville, Wintersville, and Mingo Junction and abouE lrLzO were author-
ized in the West Virginia portion, mainLy in lrleirton (see table VIII).
The total number of housing units authorized yearly since 196O by type
of structure is presented in the following table.

Housins Unit,s Authoriz ed bv Buildins Permits
Steubenvi 1 1 e-l{eirton HMA

r960- 1965

One Two- to
familv four-familv

Five- or
more- fami 1v

TotaL
units

477
313
370
720
361
389

Year

1960 al
196 1

t962
1963 9/
t964
1965

32L
26L
307
290
295
3s4

18
22
24
46
18
27

138
30
39

384
48

8

gl Includes 126 and 2OO public housing units approved for the city
of Steubenville in L96O and 1963, respectively.

Sources: Bureau of the Census, C-40 Construction Reports; and local
permit- issuing offices.

/Approximately 7O percent of the units authorized since 196O were single-
family houses. Two- to four-family units comprised nearly five percent,
and units in structures of five or more units eonstituted nearly 25
percent of all units authorlzed. The number of single-family units
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authorized declined slightly from 1960 to 1961, increased slightly
to the L962-1964 l-evel of about 3OO a year and then increased further
to 35O'in 1965. Except tn 1960 and 1963, when 125 and 2OO public
housing units, respectively, vtere approved for the city of Steuben-
vi11e, multifamily construction has remained at a relatively 1ow
level. The total of about 325 publtc housing units accounted for
5O percent of the nearly 650 units authorized since 1960 in struc-
lures containing five or more units. Excluding public housing, an
average of about 5O units annually were ,uthorized for five- or more-
family structures, almost exclusively in Steubenvllle and Weirton.

Unlts Under Construction. Based on the results of a postal vacancy
survey conducted in the HI4A tn January L966, the record of buil-ding
permits authorized, and informatlon received from 1ocal sources, it
is estimated that there are 170 housing units currentLy under construc-
tion in the HI1,'A, lncludlng 155 stngle-family unlt,s and 15 multifamily
units. ,A total of 1OO units are estimated to be under construction
in the Ohio portion of the HMA, largely in St,eubenville, Wintersville,
and Toronto. ln the West Virginia portion, there are approximateLy
70 units under constructionrmostly in I'leirton and Follansbee. Most
of the multifamily units currently under construction are in the Ohio
portion of the Hl'lA, mainly in Wintersville ViLlage.

Demolitions. During the 1960-1966 period, an estlmated 850 housing
units have been demolished. Steubenville, which has a high proportion
of old and subsEandard units, accounted for 65 percent of the demoll-
tions. Many of the units were demolished through code enforcement
and for highway and publtc housing projects. A sma11 proportion was
destroyed by fires and other catastrophes. Unless projects such as
the public housing planned for l,Ielrton and the urban renewal projects
in Steubenville are accelerated, lt is anticipaEed that the number of
units demolished annually during the forecast period wiLl be limited
to units lost through code enforcement and catastrophes.

Tenure of Occupancv

As of January L966, there are 50r35O occupled housing unlts in the
Steubenville-Weirton HI"IA. Of these, 35r700 (71 percent) are oq,ner-
occupied and 14r650 (29 percent) are renter-occupied. Owner-occupancy
has increased sllghtLy, less than one percent, slnce 1960. In the
1950-196O period, the proportion of owner-occupied units increased
from nearly 6O to sllghtly over TO.percent. Durlng the decad€1 cor-
respondingly, renter-occupancy decllned from 40 percent to 30 per-
cent.

In the Ohio portion, there are 30rO5O occupied unlts, of which 20r55O
(68 pereent) are owner-occupied and 9r5OO (32 percent) renter occupied.
In the '!{est Virginia portion, 20r3OO units are occupied, 15r150 (75
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percent) by owners and 5,150 (25 percent) by renters. The Ohio portion
has experienced a negligible increase in owner-occupancy since 1960,
while in the ${est Virginia portion, owner-occupancy increased by
slightly over one percent.

Stuebenville, with about 10,550 occupied units, has about 5,40O (51
percent) o$rner occupants and 5r150 (49 percent) renters. Because only
4O percent of a total of IrOOO new uniLs constructed in Steubenville
has been single-family structures, the proportion of owner-occupied
units has decLined slightly, less than one percent since L96O, in
contrast to other parts of the Hl"ilA where the proportions of owner-
occupied units have increased. In Weirlon, where there are approxi-
mately 8,600 occupied units, 6,475 (75 percent) are owner-occupied
and 21125 (25 percent) are renter-occupied.

Vacancv

Last Census. In iApril 1960, the Census of Housing reported that there
were lr110 vacant, nonseasonal, nondilapidaLed housing units avaiLable
for sale or rent in the Steubenville-ffeirton HI'{/A, representing a net
vacancy ratio of 2.3 percent. Of these, 320 were available for sale
only, and 79O were available for rent, equal to sales and rental
vacancy ratios of .9 and 5.2 percent, respectivel-y (see table IX).

In the Ohio porEion, 16O units were for sale only and 57O units were
for rent, equaL to sates and rental vacancy ratios of .8 and 5.8,
respectiveLy. In the WesE Virginia portion 160 units were for sale
and 22O units for rent, representing vacancy ratios of 1.1 for sales
units and 4.2 for rental- units. Steubenville, with 3O vacant sales
units had a lower sales vacancy ratio (.6 percent) than lleirton where
8O sales units were vacant (L.3 percent). The reverse was true in
the rental category. Steubenvllle had 330 (6.3 percent) vacant units
avallable for rent, compared with only 1OO units (4.5 percent) for
the city of !ileirton.

Postal Vacancy Survey. A postal vacancy survey was conducted in the
iMA in January 1965. The survey covered 37 1690 housing units, about
71 percent of the current inventory. Of the total number of units
surveyed, 865 were vacant, a vacancy ratio of 2.3 percent. The units
surveyed included a total of 32r414 residences and 5r276 apartments.
There were 509 vacant residences and 356 vacant apartments, equal to .
vacancy ratios of 1.6 and 6.7 percent, respectively. The results
of the postal vacancy survey are summarized below and presented in
detail in table X.
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Summarv of Results
Postal ,Vacancy Survev

SteubenviLle-Weirton HMA. Januarv 1966

Category

Residences
Apartments

Total

Units
surveved

32,4L4
5.276

37 ,690

Units
vacant

Percent
vacant

509
s0
86s

1.6

2.3
6.7

Source: FHA Postal Vacancy Survey conducted by collaborating post-
masters.

It is important to note that the postal vacancy survey data are not
entirely comparable with the data published by the Bureau of the
Census because of differences in definition, area delineations, and
methods of enumeration. The Census reports units and vacancies by
tenure, whereas the postal vacancy survey reports units and vacancies
by type of structure. The Post Office Department defines a trresidencerr
as a unit representing one stop for one delivery of mail (one mailbox).
These are principally single-family homes, but include row houses and
some duplexes and structures with additional unils created by conver-
sion. An ttapartmend'ls a unlE on a stop where more than one delivery
of mail it posslble. Although the postal vacancy survey has obvloue
limiLations, when used in conJunct,lon wlth other vacancy lndlcators the
survey serves a valuable funct,lon in the derivatlon of estimaLes of local
market conditions.

curient-Eseimatii. Based on the results of the postal vacancy survey,
the results of which have been adjusted for coverage and to census
conceptsr iE is estimated that currently there are approximately 1r2OO
vacant, nonseasonaL, nondiLapidated housing units in the iMA available
for sale or rent. This represents a net vacancy ratio of 2.3 percent,
the same as in 1960. of the available units, 350 are for sale only
and 85o for rent, representing sales and rental vacancy ratios of 1.o
percent and 5.5 percent, respectively, negligible increases since 196O.

The current estimate of available units includes 830 units in the Ohio
portion and 37o in the west virginia portion. rn the ohio portion,
210 units (a L.o percent vacancy ratio) are for sale and 52o units (a
5.1 percent vacancy ratio) are for rent. In the lfest Virginia portion,
140 unlts (a .9 percent vacancy ratio) are for sale and 230 units (a
4.3 percent vacancv ratio) are for rent.
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In the cities of Steubenville and Weirton, the sales vacancy rates of
1.1 percent. and I.2 percent, respectively, are sllghtly higher than
that of the HMA ils a rirhole. In Steubenville, where the rental lnventory
is large and its condition poorer than in the remalnder of the HMA, the
rental vacancy ratio ts 7.O percent, compared to 5.5 percent for the HI,IA.

A large publlc housing project lras recently completed in Steubenvllle
which is not yet occupied (although it will be fulLy occupled soon) and
has, temporarily, added lJ2 neut units to the vacancy counE. In contrast
to the high rental vacancy rat.io in Steubenvllle, Ehe renEal vacancy
ratio ls comparatively low ln Weirton (3.8 percent) where the tenporary
lnflux of construcEion workers has absorbed some of the vacant units.
The number of vacant unlt,s and the vacancy ratios for l95O and 1955 are
lndicated for the HMA in Ehe foltowlng table; similar data for the sub-
markets are presented in tabLe IX.

Vacant HousinE Units
Steubenvi L 1 e-Weirton HMA

1960-L966

Categorv

Total vacant

Available vacant
For sal"e

Homeowner vacancy ratio

For rent
Rental vacancy ratio

/Apri1 196O

2,436

1,113
320

.92

793
5.27.

Januarv 1956

2r5OO

I ,2OO
350
1"07"

850
s.s7"

Other vacant L ,323 I ,3OO

1966 estimated by Housing MarketSources: 1960 Census of Housing;
/Analyst.

Of the current number of available vacancies, it is estimated that
approximately 320 sales and 575 rental units have all plumbing facili-
ties and are judged to be competitive. /Approximately 19O of the sales
units and 39O of the rental units that are vacant and have all plumb-
ing facilities are in the Ohio portion, the remaining 130 sales and
185 rental units are in the 1{est Virginia portion. The current esti-
mate of available units with all plumbing facilities represent slight
improvements over the proportions similarly classified in 196O, Pri-
marily because of the construction of new units and the demolition of
many substandard houses in the 1960-1966 period. The January L966
estimates of available competitive sales and rental units 3ag only slightiy
above the proportions considered representative of a balanced supply-
demand relationship in slow growing areas like the Steubenville-
Weirton HMA.



23-

The Sales Market

Genera'l Market Conditions. As indicated by the current sales vacancy
ratiorthe record of building permits authorized, and limited data from
the FHa unsold inventory of new sales housing completed in 1965, the
sales market is firm, having experienced very littLe change since 1960.
The supply of new single farnily units built each year has kept pace
with the low level of household growth of the area. The small number
of speculatively builE homes have been sold readily. The weakest
part of the saLes market is the existing house market. Many of the
older houses cannoL compete with the newer units with respect to loca-
tion, design, and various other arenities. This is especially true
in the cities of Steubenville and }Jeirton where there are a
number of vacant, previousLy occupiedo single-family houses.

'Subdivision Activitv. Subdivision activity in the HMA is confined
largely to the outskirts of the central cities, and there are only
a few areas, such as Dickson Heights and Lawson Estates in the Ohio
portion, and Marland Heights in the fiest Virginia portion, where
about 1O to 20 sales houses are built annually. The majority of
the houses are pre-sold. Ttre specu[atively built units usually are sold
.within three months.

Unsold Inventorv of New Houses. The ggrvey of unsold inventory of new
touies co"du.ted in the Wesc VirginiJ(ortion of the HM,A as of-Jarroary
1, L966, indicates that 52 houses were buiLt in five subdivisions in
which there were five or more completions in 1965. of these, 33 houses
were pre-soLd and 19 were built speculatively. Of those built
speculatively, only three remained unsoLd as of the survey date. These
had been on the market for less than three months. .a, total of seven
houseswere under constructionrof which six were presold.

iA previous survey showed that a totaL of 39 houses wgs compLeted in
four subdivisions with five or more compLetions in 1964. Of these,
3O were pre-sold and nine were built speculatively. Only one of the
specuLativeLy built units was unsoLd at the time of the survey. Three
units were under construction, two of which were being built specu-
lativeIy. In 1963, 24 units h,ere compLeted in three subdivisiong srlr-
veyed. Eighteen units were pre-sold and six were speculative. One
unit remained unsold as of the survey date.

The results of the unsold inventory surveys are summarized in table
XI. These data reveal an upward trend in completions both of pre-
sold and specutative houses. Furthermore, the data show a concen-
tration of houses built to seLl for from $2orooo to $3o,ooo. ,Although
indicative of the price range in the'Ifest virginia portion, the data
should not be used alone as a basis for conclusions about the market
because the sample is smaLl and may not be representative.

t/ comparable daEa are not available for the ohio portion of the HMA.
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Rental Market

General l,iarket Conditions. Des pite a slight increase in the rental
vacancy raEio from 5.2 percent in l95O to 5.5 percent currently, the
rental market in the Steubenville-Weirton HMA is firm. As mentioned
under Ehe vacancy discussion, the lncrease in the renEal vacancy ratio
stems primarily from the impact of the 172-unit public housing project
recently compLeted in Steubenville. Ihe large number of denolitions
and the presence of many construction workers ln the area have assisted
in keeping Ehe rental market firm.

There have been very few conventlonally-financed rental projecl:s con-
talning more Ehan slx or eight unlts bullt since 1950. The new rental
units are mostly garden-type aparEments, renting from $lO0 to $115
for one-bedroom, and from about $lOO to $135 for two-bedroom units.
Local realtors and builders, both in the Ohio and West Virginia portlons
of the HMA, report that none of the projecEs completed recently has had
any marketing diff iculties .

RenEal Housing Under Construction or Proposed. As indicated by the
posEal vacancy survey and the record of buiLding permits issued, there
are approxlmatety I5 rnultifamil-y units under construction as of
January 1965. Most of these are in the Ohio portion of the [II'1A, mainly
in lrlintersviIIe. In addition to the units under construction currently,
Ehere are proposals to build some 87 rental units in Ehe HMA in the next
six to twelve months. Those includE 2O additional units in Llintersville,
12 units planned for the city of Toronto, and some 55 units near Route 22
in l,Ielrton. Rents will be comparable with rents in recently completed
projects.

Urban Renewal and Redevelopment

iAs of January L966, there is one urban renewal proposal in the HMA.

This project, lhe Sout,h-Sixth StreeE Urban R.enewal Proiect (Ohio. R77),
is located in the south-west end of the city of Steubenville and
covers an area of about 1O acres. The project area is bounded roughly
by Slack Street on the north, Fourth Street on the east and south-
east, and Railroad 'Avenue on the rrest. Approximately 2OO housing
units will be demolished and approximately 17O families, mainly
renters, will be relocated. The project is in the survey and planning
stage. Current plans call for the construction of IOO units of public
housing in the area.



,) f/-)

Public Housins

currently, there are 45o public housi.ng units under management in theEteubenville-!'Ieirton HMA. al 1 are located in steubenvilLe. Thesteubenville Metropolitan Housing lA,uLhority reports that all the unitsare rented, including those i, the recently compreted 172-unit iohnF. Kennedy l\partments although, at the time of the postar vacancysurvey, tenants had not begun to occupy these apartmenEs. The rentcharged is based on total iamily incorne and famiry size. The rentls approximately 20 percent of income less authorized deductions.

rn addition to the units currently under rnanagement, t.here are plansto construct some 305 public housing units in various parts of the HI4a.of these, 1oo units are planned for the south-sixth Street urban renewalproject in steubenville, 75 uni.ts are pr.ar-rned for Toronto, and r3ounits for weirton. The steubenvirre pic,ject is in the planning stage,while property rights_ are being acquired for the Toronto project. rtis anticipated that the rents ard incou,e limits in these two projectswt}1 !g -!hg.sgrn-e_..gq. ln -the units now unde:: management. The WeirronproJecr, viric_ii p_fgpoqe_g_ !O units for rhe elderlv ""0-iO ,; 
"""

income .unirs_., is s_ti11 -in rhe preiiminarr,- ;r;;;'d l.-*".""
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Demand for Housing

Quantitative Demand

It is estimated that the number of households in the Steubenville-
Weirton HMA will increase by approximately 350 annually during the
January I966-January I968 forecast period. The prosPective demand
for new housing units resulting from the increase in households has
been adjusted for the number of housing units expected to be lost
through demolitions, conversions, and other causes. Consideration
also has been given to the current number of vacancies, the present
volume of construction, the anticipated shift in tenure, and the
transfer of single-family units from owner to renter status. Based
on these factors it is estimated that the annual demand for new
privately-owned housing will total 460 units, including 400 sales
and 60 rental units. An additional 15 rental units a year (almost
entirely in the Ohio portion) could be absorbed at the lower rents
which can be achieved ihrough use of public benefits or assistance
in financing or land acquisition. The demand estimates do not
include public low-rent housing or rent-supplement accommodations.

Of the annual demand for 400 sales units, it is estimated that 175

units represent demand in the Ohio portion and 225 unLts represent
demand in the West Virginia portion. Of the annual demand for 60
rental units approximately 45 units wiIl be in demand in the Ohio
portion and 15 units in the West Virginia portion of the HMA.

Qualitative Demand

SaIes Housing. The approximate distribution of the annual demand for
HMA is presented in the following table.sales housing in the

Estimated Annual Demand for New Sales Housins. bv P rice Class

22,5OO - 24,999
25,ooo - 27 ,499
27 ,5OO - 29,999
30.000 and over'Total

Steubenville-Weirton HMA

January 1966-January !9!g

Ohio
portion

West Virginia
portionPrice class

HMA

total

20
30
30
45
70

$ 12,000
1 4, 000
16 , ooo
18 , ooo
20,000

$13,999
t5,999
t-7 ,999
t9,999
22,499

10
15
r5
25
35

10
15
15
20
35

30
15
l5
15

45
40
25
20

75
55
40
35

L7s 225 400
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The foregoing distrlbutlons dtffer from ttrm in table XI which reflect,
only selected subdivision e:cpeqience in the West Vtrginla portion during
Ehe 1963-1965 period. It must be noted that the data for these years
do not include nev, construction in. subdic/lsions with less than flve
completions during the year, nor do they reflect individual or contract
construction on scattered lots. It is likely that some of the lower-
value homes sre concentrated ln the smaller building operations. The
preceding demand estimates reflect all home bulLding and lndlcate a
greater concentration in some price ranges than the subdivislon surveys
reveal

Rental Housinp. The annual demand for rental unlts, at minimum gross
rents (tncluding utilities) achtevable in the area, has been estimated
at 6O units, includlng 45 units in the Ohio portion and 15 unlts in the
West Virginla portion. The total number of rental units will be absorbed
best if distributed ln the following sizes: flve. efficiencies, 2O one-
bedroom units, 25 two-bedroom units, and ten three-bedroom units. The
net addition to the rental inventory may be accompltshed by either new
construction or rehabilltationrl and should be provlded ln small structures
of onty a few units each at t.nt" close to the minimum achlevable rents ln
Ehe area.

At current cosEs, mlnlmum rents at which prtvately-or.nred rental unlts
can be produced aL market interest rate flnanclng are approxlnately
$80 for an efflclency, $95 or one-bedroom, $II5 for a two-bedroom,
and $135 for a three-bedroom apartment.

An addttional 15 units annually, mostly one- and two-bedroom, probably
eould be absorbed by the rental market at Ehe lower rents achlevable
with below-market-lnterest-rate flnancing, excluslve of publtc low-rent
houslng or rent-supplement accommodations. The location factor 1s of
especial importance in the provislon of new units at the lower rent
levels. Famllies ln thls user group are not as mobile as those ln other
economlc segments; they are less able or willing tobreak wiEh estab-
lished social, church, and neighborhood relatlonships, and proxlmiLy to
place of work frequently la a governing consideratlon in the place of
of residence preferred by familles ln this group. Thus the utillzatlon
of lower-priced land for nehr rental houslng ln out-lylng locatlons to
achieve lower rents may be self defeatlng unless the exlstence of a
demand potentlal is clearly evldent.



Table I

Trend of vlllan Work Force Componentg
Steubelvil le-tle irton. HMA
Annual averages 1952-1965

Componsnts L96.2 1963 L964

Clvlllan work force 64.100 63.600 64.900

tT::::#'li,o,* torceil o'2o.2* o'to.oo* ''2ll*
Enplolmrent 59,800 59.500 62.300

Nonag. vage and salary emp. 53,200 53,200 55,900

AI-1 other emptoyment 61 600 6,300 61 4OO

g./ Based on unrounded figures.

Note: Subtotals may not add to totals because of rounding.

Source: Ohlo Bureau of Unenployment Compensation,
Illvlalou of Research and Statlstlcs.

C6nparable months
1965

68.500

2, 500
3.6"L

56.!00

59,600

6,500

Dec. L964 Dec.

65. 300

2,200
3.4%

63.100

57,000

6, 100

1965

68.200

2,5OO
3.67"

6sJ00

59, 700

6,100



Table II

Workers Covered Under Unemployment Compensati-on Lawg
Sre.ubsryir re-we+Trgn H{A. .}9.6 }- 1965

(Annual- averages)

HMA total
1961 L962 1963Categorv

Total covered employment

Manufacturing

Nonmanufactur ing
Contract construction
Mining & quarrying
Trans. contrn. & pub. util.
Trade
Fin. ins. & real estate
Services
Other

Total covered employment

Manufac turing

Nonmanufac turing
Contract construction
Mining & quarrying
Trans. cortrn. & pub. uti1.
Trade
Fin. ins. & real estate
Services
Other

Total covered employment

Manufacturing

No nmanufac tur ing
Contract construction
Mining & quarrying
Trans. contrn. & pub. util.
Trade
Fin. ins. & real estate
Services
Other

22.984

10,066 g,gg5 10,130 10,910 11,199

43 .67 3

28,934

43.089

29,566

L4,523
1,622
LrL25
2,568
6,407

874
L,924

4

42.939

29,277

L964

45.L72

29,527

L5 .64s
2,L40
L,2L0
2,464
6,665

893
2,255

19

June
L965

5L,gg7

33,129

L4,739
2,212
L,065
2,427
6, 505

830
L,697

4

L4,662
L,426
L,255
2,526
6,49L

878
2,073

L4

18,768
4 ,259
1,2o2
2,456
7 ,l5-l

952
2,-lL8

24

19 61
20.087

L962
rElDa

L963 t964
2L.435

June
1965

June
19 65

28,gL3

2L,g3O

Ohio portion

20.157

l_0, 021
1, 170

884
L ,657
4,450

665
L rLgz

4

9.843
857
877

L,6L4
4,526

67L
L,295,4

t0.027
882
978

1,64L
4,497

663
1,356

tL

L0 .625
L,4gg

927
L,623
4,460

662
L,444

L2

il..785
2,444

802
1,6L4
4,699

672
L,541

24

West Virsi portion
L96L

23,596

19,869

4,7L8
L,042

181_

770
2 1055

165
505

0

4. 680
765
248
954

1,991
203
629

0

4.635
s44
277
885

L,gg4
2L5
7L7

3

L964
23.737

L8,7L7

5.020
642
283
841

2,205
23L
811

7

6,993
l,gl5

400
842

2,469
280

L rL'77
o

L962
23.35L

18,671 Lg,L47

t963
22.782

Note: Subtotals may not add to totals because of rounding.

Sources: Division of Research and -ctatistics, Ohio Bureau of Unemployment
Compensation; West Virginia Department of Employment Security.



Table III

Estimated Percentage Distribution of Families by Annual Income
After Deduction of Federal Income Tax

Steubenvi I le-I'Ieirton HMA

1966 and 1958

HI4A total Ohio oortion
I9 66 19 68 1 66 1968

A11 Tenant A11 Tenant
19 6

Tenant A11 Tenant A11 Tenant

L7
8

t2
t2
15

est V n or 10n
968Annual family

income

Under
$3,000 -
4,000 -
5,000 -
6,000 -

13
7

9

11
L2

B

4
B

B

11

$3,
3,
4,
5,
6,

L2
8
5
8
3

000
999
999
999
999

15
8
9

11
L2

10
6
8

11
L2

L6
8

11
L2
13

10
5
7

10
11

A11

L2
7

9
12
13

Tenant

1B

9

L2
r4
15

A11

L2
6
8

11
L2

L2
7

9

10
9

7

4
7

8
01

7

8
9

10
L2

,

0
0
0
5

,000 - 7,ggg
00 - B,ggg
00 - g,9gg
o0 - L2,4gg
00 and over

Total

Median

Source

11
10

9
t2
11

13
9

5
B

10
10
10
L4
13

L2
10

7
10

8
100

6,750

13
l0

7

9

6
100 100

5,800 7,050

1l_

11
10
15
t4

100 100

6,050 $8,000

100 100

6,875 6,475

t2
6
4
7

3

L2
10

8
11
10

13
L2

7

10
6

9
10
10
18
L7

L2
L2

9

L2
8

100

7,275

5
100 100 100 100

$7,275 6,250 7,725 6,625

Estimated by Housing MarkeE AnalysE



Table IV

Population Trends
SteubenvilLe-Weirton Hl.,lA

April 1. 1950-Januarv 1. l-9.66

April April
1950 l_960

Averaqe annual change
1950 -1

Number

997 .6 .7

Area

HI,IA total

Ohio portion
Steubenville
R.emainder of 0hio portion

L57 .787

9b.495
35,872
60,62J

L67 . t56

99.20L
32,495
66,706

January
L966

174. 100

L02.200
33,300
68,900

27L .3

1, 100

520
140
380

1 580
355
225

o
-337

608
.9
.9

726 1

4L9 l_.6
307 .8

.5

.6

.9
1.3
.6

West Virgi.nia portion 6L.292 68.555 71.900
Weirton 24,005 28,20L 30 ,250
Remainder of West Virginia portion 3t,287 40,354 411650

el Derived through the use of a formula designed to calculate
a compound basis.

the rate of change on

Sources: 1950 and 1960 Censuses of Population; 1966 estimated by Housing Market
Analyst.



Table V

Trends in Number and Size of Households
SteubenvilLe-Weirton HMA

April 1950-January 1966

Number of housenolds Average annual change Persons per household
April April January
1950 1960 L966

3.42

1950- 1 960 19b0-reb6
Rate e/ Number Rate 4Area

HI'IA total

Ohio portion
Steubenvrlle
Rest of Ohio portion

West Virgi-nia portion
Weirton
Rest of West Virginia

portion

April
r950

43,228

26.805
L0,32L
L6,484

L6.423
6,365

10, 058

April
1960

48.193

2 9 .001
10, tv0
18, 811_

L9.LgZ
7,923

LL,269

January
19b6

50. 350

30.050
10, 550
19,500

20. 300
8,000

11, 700

Number

497

220 .8 180
60

L20

277
156
t2L

l-95
L20

75

375 8

7

3. 60

3.39
3. 65

3 .67
3. t4
3. b3

1.0 3.44

3.39
3. 13
3.53

3.52

553
-13
233

-.1
1.3

7

I

1.01.6
1.5

.7
3.s4
3.51

3.37
3. 10
3.52

3.49
3.50
3.49

2"2
1.1

al Derived through the use of a formula designed to calcutate the rate of change on a
compound basis.

Sources: 1950 and 1960 Census of Housrng3 L966 estimated by Housing Market Analyst.



Tabre VI

Housins InventorY. Tenure. and Total Vacant Units
Steubenville-Weirton HMA

L950- 1966

Ohio portion I^lest Vireinia portion

OccupancY and tenure

April 1. 1950

Total housing inventory

Total occupied
Owner occupied
Percent ot ar1 occupied

Renter occupred
Percent of all occupied

Total vacant

April 1. 1960

Total housing inventory

Total occupied
Owner occupied
Percent of all occupied

Renter occupied
Percent of all occupied

Total vacant

January 1. 1966

Total housing inventory

Total occupied
Owner occupied
Percent of all occupied

Renter occupied
Percent of all occupied

Steubenvil 1e

Ci tv

10.491

10. 32 1

4,750
46.0%

5,57L
54.0%

17t)

lo,7L4

10. 190
5,31l-

52.1%
4,819

47.9%

524

11,150

10.550
5,4Oo
5L.2%

5, r50
48.8%

Rest of
Ohio portion

L7 ,047

L6.484
10,807

65.6%
5,677

34.4%

563

Lg,g4L

18.E11
14,46r

76.9%
4,350

23"L%

1, 130

20,650

19 .500

77.7%
4,3:0

22.3%

To ta1
Ohio portion

27 ,538_

26.805
15,557

58.O%
LL,248

42.0%

133

30. 655

29.001
L9,772

68.2%
9,229

3L"s%

L,654

31,900

30.050
2C,55C

58.4%
9,500

3L.6%

Weirton
City

Rest of
Va. porti-on

To ta1
W. Va. portion

HMA

total

43.228
25,708

59.5%
17 ,520

40.s%

L,062

50,629

48. 193
33,827

70.2%
L4,3b6

29.8%

50, 350
35, 700

7 tt o",

14, r'50
29.L%

t.I

6,438

6.365
3,949

62.0%
2,416

3s.O%

10, 3 14

10.058
6,2O2

6L.7%
3,856

38.3%

LL.269
8, 175

12.5%
3,094
2t.5%

518

12,2OO

11.700
8, 675

1 4.L%
3,025

25.9%

L6.423
10, 151

61. E

6,272
38.2%

329

L9,974

L9.L92
14, 055

73.2%
5,L3 1

26.8%

20, 300

15, 150
t 4.6%

5, 150
25.4%

L6,7 52 44,29O

'73 256

E,187 LL,787

7 .923
5,880

74.2%
2,043

25.8%

2&

8,850

8. 600
6,47 s

7 5.3%
2,L25

24.77"

782 2,436

2 1,050 52 ,950

15, 150

Totat vacant 600 1,150 L,750

Sources: 1950 and ly60 Censuges of Housing; 1966 estimated by Housing lularket Analyst.

250 500 150 2,5OO



Table VI I

Housine Inventorv Units in Structure
SteubenviI Le-We irton

1960- 19 66

HIvIA total

HMA

Units in
sEruc ture

al
One unit
Two units
Three or more units

Total

al
One unit
Two units
Three or more units

Total

al
One unit
Two units
Three or more units

Total

April
19 60

44,868
3,052
2.709

50,629

January
L966

46,7 50
3, 1oo
3.000

52,950

Ohio

Percent of totat
1960 L966

88.6
6.0
s.4

100.0

88.4
5.9
5.7

0100

rtion
April

1960

26,7L5
L,gg3
L.eu_

30, 655

January
L966

2,000
2.250

31,800

87.L
6.5
6.4

0s527,

Percent of total
1960 L966

100.0

86.6
6.3
7.L

100.0

Llest Viroin ia portion
April

l_960

19,l_53
1,059

762
19,974

January
L966

Lg,20o
1, loo

750
21,050

Percent of t,otal
1960 L966

100.0

90. 9
5.3
3.8

9L.2
5.2
3.5

100.0

a/ Includes trailers.

Sources: 1960 Census ofHousing; L966 estirnated by Housing Market
Analyst.



Table VLII

Housins Units Authorized by Buildine PermiEs
Steubenvi 1 Ie-Weirton HMA

1960- 1 965

1960 1962 L963 1964 L965

37o @/ 36r 389

L74s4s

4ne/

270

2,630

t.5 13
1,OO4

Area

HMA to tal

Ohio portion
Steubenville City
I{intersville Village
Mingo Junction Village
Toronto City
Remainder of Ohio portion

lfest Virginia portion
Weirton
Remalnder of West Virginia portion

207 159 203
203 t47 L84 rr8

4t219s7

t75 158 215

2t2
24
19

6

9

196 r

313

L54
56
43
37
13

5

L67
68
32
55

7
5

468
31
29
t2

5

203
t20
48

105
53

80
62
26

6
o

76
r39

26
7
2

Tota I
t 960- r965

240
192
5[
26

L,lL7
833
284

al Includes 126 and 2OO public housing units approved for SteubenvilLe in L96O and L963, respectively.

Sources: Bureau of the Census, C-@ Construction reports; and local permit-issuing offlces.



Tabre IX

Trend of Vacancv
Steubenvlt le-Weirton HI'IA

1950- 1966

1t)n West Virginia Portion
Steubenvi

City
Rest of

Ohio portion

563

99
47
.4%
52
.9%

464

1.130

.9%
238
5.27"

766

Tota
Ohio portion

1.654

Ileirton Rest of
Citv W. Va. portion

73

26
L4
.4%
L2
.57"

47 195

Total
W- Va. Dortion

242

782

HI,IA

to ta1Vacant housing units

April 1950

Torat vacant

Available vacaot
For sale

Homeoflner vacancy rate
For reot

Rental vacancy rate

Other vacant

Aorl1 1960

Total vacrDt

Available vacant
For gale

Honeo$ner vacency rate
For rent

RentaL vacancy rate

Other vacant

January 1. 1966

Total vacant

Available vacant
For sale

Homeorrner vacancy rate
For rent

Rental vacancy rate

1. 150

380
150
1" 0%

230
s.o%

830
2LO
L.O%
620
6.r7"

733

155
51
.47"
94
.87"

578

170

56
L4
.37"
42
.7%

LL4

524

329

87
40

256

61
26

4%

47
7%

4%

97"

35

1,062

' 242
101

.47"
L4t

.8%

820

2.436

360
31
.6%

329
6.3%

724
L57

.8%
567
5.8%

2L3
83

r.07.
130
4.0%

389
163
1.1%
226
4.2%

1. 113
320

.9%
793
5.27"

364
L26

2&

L75
80

L.3%
96

4.57"

88

518

305L64

450
60

L.L%
390
7.0%

250

165
80

L.2%
85

3.8%

500

205
60
.7%

L45
4.6%

370
140

.9%
230
4.3%

L,323

2,19.9

1.200
350
r.o%
850
5.5%

930

1. 750

393

750600

Other vacant 150

Sources: 1950 and 1960 Censuses of Housing;

770 920 85

1966 estimated by Housing Market Analyst.

295 380 1, 300



Tablc X

Steubenville-Weirton. Ohio-West Virginia. Area Postal Vacancy Survey

Januarv 18-31. i966

Total residences and apartm€nts Residcnces

Postsl uea

The Suryey Area Total

Steubenville, Ohio

Maln Offlce

Wintersville Branch

Annex Station

l{eirton, W. Va.

I.taln Office

Cove Statlon

Other CitieE and Tovna

Ohio Portlon

cheeter
FolLaosbee
Neee I 1
Ile 1 18burg

Total possible
deliveries All 'i tlaed Ne*

Total possible
deliveries

tlnder Vacant utri!s

All % tlsed New
trnder

37. 690

13. 710

9,936

3,t61

607

8.493

5,509

2,984

15 -487

7.846

L,782
2,43r

@4
2,824

865

471

432

37

2

r62

140

22

232

110

2-3

3.4

4.3

L.2

0.3

1.9

2.5

o.7

1.5

t.4

636

2?4

250

22

2

L52

L32

20

2LO

98

191

L82

15

166

75

39

9

42

40

2

49

23

2

9

10

2

26

2
t7

32.4t4

9.834

6,351

2,876

607

7. 880

5, 186

2,694

14.700

7.434

509

191

165

24

2

L23

103

20

195

89

1.6

1.9

2.6

0.8

0.3

1.6

2.O

0.7

1.3

L.2

458

L72

155

15

,

113

95

18

173

77

152

63

36

18

9

40

38

2

49

23

2

9

10

2

26

2
L7

7

229 51

19

10

10

30.43-
22 L.O 20 2
7 1.0 7 -

47 L.4 37 10
10 2.1 10

0.8
L.6
2.5
r.5

L4
36
13
43

10

8

2

8

2

22

L2

1

8
1

1

8

l

Br11 lisnt
l{logo Juoctlon
Tl1tonsvLl1e
Torooto
Iorkvill€

Ilest VlrSlnla Portlon 7.64L L22

698
2,427

72r
3,427

513

692
2,238

7L5
3,319

470

3
28

7
@
72

3
26

7
50
L2

tt2

18 1.0 t7
38 1.6 30
16 2.6 15
50 1.8 50

0.4
L.2
1.0
1.8
2.L

1.6

22

L2

,3

10 7 -266 106 1.5 96 10

7

L,7 33
2,229

520
2,784

13
28
t2
43

domitorice; oor docs it covcr boadc+up reeidcnces o. apdments that se not inteoded for occupancy.

oac possible dclivcry.

Sourcc: FHA poatal vecency eurvey conductcd by collaborating postmaster(s).

Total oossible
.lclii,.ries

Yacant units
--All 7 ll*d ll*

I nder l otal possible \ acant

5.276

3.87 6

3,585

29r

613

323

290

787

4L2

6
189

6
108
103

315

49
202

84
40

267 1.4

L3 4.5

39 6.4

37 11.5

2 0.7

37 4.7

21 5.1

95 L12

76

36 6.L

t2 9.5

I 1.5

r1 t00.0

1 1.5

I 1.5

L2

356 6.7 178 178

280 7.2 LOz 178

L4 589

t26

50

65

11

67

67

396

303

33
46

224

93

14
32
15
32

2.7

39

37

3

9

?

2

37

2t

b

l;
2

16

23

6

5.8

2.O

6 3.2

13 12.0
2 L.9

L6 4.3

6

4
2
3

7

4 8.2
2 1.0
3 3.6
7 L7.5

17 18. 3

14 100.0

3 20.O



Table XI

Houses Comoleted in Selected Subdivisions- bv Price Class
Weirton, West Virginia, Area

L963-t965

Sales price
Total completions
1963 L964 1965

Presold
19 63 1964 L965

33

Soeculative house s

Total Unsold
1963 L964 1965 L963 L964 19 65

$12 ,500
15,000
17,500
20,000
25, 000
30,000

$14,
17,
19,

999
499
999
999
999
999

3

0
0

16
13
I

,
J

0
0

11

4
0

1852

4
0
0

L4
6
0

0
0
2

19
18

0
59

5

0
0

2L
24

2

0
0
1

15
L4

0
30

I
0
0
3
2

0
6

0
0
0
0
2
1

0
0
0
0
I
0

1

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
1

4
4
0

2

0
0
5

t1
I

19

24
29,
34,

Total 24 3119

Source: Federal Housing Administration.
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The Federal Housing Adrninistration today released i-ts analysis of the

Steubenvi"ller oh-io - Weirtonl West Virginia, housing rnarket. The housing

market includes Jefferson County in 0hio, and Brooke and Hancock Counties

in West Virginia. Demand for new housLng ls estlmated at 360 units a year

for the two ycers detlng fron Jarnrery 1966. thc yerrly toteL lnc}rdes 300

seles erd 50 reatrl unlts. An rddltlonrl 15 pr{.vetc\y-wncd renta.I unlts a

year probably could be absorbed at the Ior^rer rents associated !,:ith public

benefits or assistance financing.

The Januavy 1966 vacancy report suggests a balanced narket. At that
ti-me there were about 11200 available, vacant, nonseesonal, nondllapidated
housing unlts. About 350 units were for sale and 8J0 unlts were for rent.
These are vacancy ratios of 1.0 percent for sales and 5.5 percent for rentals.

Building volume has fluctuated since 1960, ruith the rnajor portlon of
acti'rity ln single-fani-Iy structures. In January t965, there were about
,21850 houstng urrlte. Ir coastnrotlon pronldcd ebout 31230 rrnlta alnce lg60,
and includes 216)0 units authorized by bullding permits and. 600 buitt wherepertdts 4re not tssued. The nr:mber of perralts iisued varied. from a lorr of 313in 1951 to a tr-igh of l2O j.nl96] . In Jinlrary 1966, about 1/O urrtts were bej-n!built wlth abouL ]-55 of them in single-fenlly structures.

- Figures for employnent and unemplo;rment reflect an 5mproved econonry since
1952.__However, emploSnrent gains in ltre-nanr:facturlng-based. econor{r are e:cpected.
!o-fa11 below Bllns of the recent past years. Year\r galns durlng JanuarXr
l)66-Januery 1968 are forecast at lrooo- Jobs a year. .A.s of Decem6er 1965",
nonagrdcultural wage and salary employment totaled 59r?OO jobs. For the year
195.5, such omplqrment averag"d 591600-, twelve perc"ni'irigi,6r than 1n t96z-. In
1965t unemplo;rment averaggd 3.6 percent of the work force, do.m signlflcantly
from the 1962 J.eval- of 6.6 percent.
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Rises are pred:icted for fanily incomes. In January 1965, the median yearly
income of all famities, after the deductlon of federal j-ncorne tax, was about

$?,2?5. For tenant farnilies it was about $5rZ5O. By 1958r flgures are expected
to-i-ncrease to $? r?25 and $6 1625, respectively.

The rates of increase j-n populati-on and the number of households -are ercpected

to be slightly lower than the rai"s during 1960-1966. In Jarnrary 1965, the pop-
ulation *." 

""tjrnated. 
at U4r10O. This is an i-ncrease of about 11100 a ye{ since

1960. Ga1ns are projected at 950 for each of the two forecast years. In January
1965, households lotatea about 5Or)50, Thi-s is an increase of about 375 a yeav

since 1960. Households are ercpected. to increase by about 350 a year during the
ilanuary l.]66-Jar:roary 1958 forecast period.

Requests for eopies of the oar'lysll shouLd be dtrected to Ur. lf[ILlatn H.
IIaclman, Dlrector, Federal Eouslng l&lalatretlon, Stouffer But]dl1Ur f375
ardid iverur", Cleveland, Obao I+J+LLI, or to Mr. Janes F. Eeught, Dlrectort
Federal Houslirg Afutdstratlon, Her Federel Offlce BrrLldlngr 500 Qra:lrler
Street, Cherleston, Wcst Vlrgi-nla 2530L.

* * * *
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