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ATICEITECflIHE

"Slab Architeetur€" by L. G" Peareon. Covent Ger"dens:
Pl-ar:ning, tuAy L952" pp. 330-331+.

.A clleeuselon of a grorlag archltectural fashlon, the "slabrr fo:m.
lfhe tems rrsf€'bI arrd. 'ruonoblockt' cLeseribe a nnr1.tl-etory bullcttng whleh
contatne the requlred accmodletlou 1n one bl-ock rather than in severel
blocks of varyLng shapeo aad elzes" It can be EeeE ln offlee but1cl"5.ngs,
bloeks of fJets, hosBitale, rallvay statious ancl reeeatl{f ln scboo]-
buiJ.rlings. The artiele sho{rs tbat the fsrp rlerivres fr@ a cmSuct, stralght-
forym*rd. plann{ng srrl agpea.ls to the erehltect because of the siqrJ-lelty of
the resuLtant fo:me"

Ehe arttcle iLlustratee thLs. sty3.e of arehiteeture n'itb such ena,nryJ.es
as the ffirited. I$atLonsr bullcLlng, f,alre lGadewst houelng scheue tn Chieago
aniL tbe uev Beil"ernre hosplt&1,bu11c[ir!gs ln Ne'r York" It 1s ahowa thet lt
is often the ease ia so-callecl. firnetlore,I bulld.ings, one has the Jru;rression
tbst the e:rter"nal appea,rence of the bulJ.dlng conats for nore thsa t5.
health ancl eomfort of the tnhabLtants.

Bhe artlcLe eonelud.es ultb a Erotatlou by Sir Eu€h Casson vho urote,
"The firat essential ls to retala hrman scale. I'hts le the nost luSlortant
of architeeturaL valtres, Just as hrml1lty shouLcl be the flrst virtrree ln
an arehiteet . [te over-blomr C'eonglan vlearage is es firtl]-e as the
mo&ster flltng cabtret ie clegradfirg."

BIJTI,DING CODES

2" $lryfaee Wster and. Subsoll Dral.nage. toat[on: The CourrctJ. for Coclee of
HractLee for Bul"Iil{agsy 195A.

Bhis eoete cteseribes the nethod.e of colLeetlm ancl tlleposa"l of rata
rnater fusn ro@fa, treved. are&s, etc, ancl of growd. e eubaof,], slater" The
works cleEcrl'bed sa'6 ]-{mtte{L to sewere aEit dral.ne such as vorrltl be reqnlreil
fe ms-lL hsus{ng schree, sehools, factories and. 1,:rd.lviduaL properties.
$ueh topLcts are cllEeueeecl es nsterialsr aptrrlLaaees ancl coqlonents, tLeetgn
csnsideratioas, rvork off site, wsrk oa slte, inepeetlon and. testfng, anct
mlntenanee o,f the dratnage eyetos. 15 frp.

BUIIDING HEffiIIRCE

Tomr antl Couatry

Beeearch Stotlon3" "lfhe Shorb Bored. PtIe Founclatlm.s Ioatlcnr
Dlgeet No. h2, I,Iay 1952.

Thls Dlgeet le eoncerneil rrtth tbe short bored. pIIe foundatlon"
Psrt I d.eecrlbes the uaJor practlcaL aspeets of the coustrttetion of
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sueh a plI.e found.atfon baseil on the experlenee gainetL ln coJ.laboz"a"tloa
wlth butl.&ers end. J-ocaL authoritl"es on a nrmber of, Jobs In vhieh the uethodl
has beem usecl Ln England.

fbe parpHr.et ehfirs how the oystemr consists of a sertes of short
eonerete p13"es, east ln bolee borect tn tbe growd. a,ncl strunnecl, for ]-oad-
bearln8 u*J-J.s, by llght beams, usuall;f of relnforced concrete. In a
framed. et:ructure, lt states, each stanchlen ls calstecl ou a plIe or
F"oup of p11es" The systm, it, showe, has ltxa'ry adnantagee over a strlp
founclstloa, such as g3eatey s1.earrliness on tbe eite orrlng to the redueecl
amount of spolI, anel a greater speed., especialAy ff the boles are bored
neehernteal]tJr; noneover, nork ce.n proeeeil rrheu the rreather bas made treneh
d"fgging fw strtp fonod.otlms t"ulroestbJ.e.

PaEt TI of thts prgrhlet clescrtbes the appl.tcatlon aatt destgn of
the shryb boredl ptle formcl,atton. It cLLscusses the load.-bearlng calnelty
of the pl.J-e, d"eslgp of foudetim, desigr of beams, ancl conel-udes w.lth
notes on sotJ. anel load tests. I pp.

I+ "fhe EatJ. Resistallce of Soutb Afrlean Rooflng t&terlaIs" by Cbarles A.
Rtgby end. &ene Steyn" Johanuesburg: Sonaf,h Afrlca,ta Arehltectural Recorcl.,
Aprll L952" pp" 1o1-1of.

"l[be Treatmeat of Dautrr We"]-Ls." Lonclm:

?hls 1e3xer glves the rcsulte of 3-*oratoary tests camted. out on 2p
roofing nateriaLe la or"riLer to aseees tbelr helL neslstaaee. Cbrtala tlpes
of co:lt ugated. fieoa ancl a so]-lcL retsferreetl. eoacnete elab were fountl to be
the urost satlefactory ftcm the pofnt of vien of hell dailEge" It ts sug-
gested. jn thie 1xaiper?E concluoions that the use of steep pl,tehes fon roofs
uay alao mlnjmlze tbe damage frcnr hatl

5 Bullilltlgllle Seac'Gh : StBtS.on,DiFeEt

f'bls book1et expJalns tbat the probJ.ecl of darrltness has to be eon-
stilerecl lnd.lvidualJry and. the eause d.la€noeecl before a methoet to eure the
d.ef,ect eanr be trreserlbecL" trt states thet Dtgeet No" ]9, whieh was
rmrttten to il"lrect attentf.on to those featuree that rrorrld. be moet Ilkely
to inclieete the eau.E es of cLmpness, een be usecl es e ggld€ to the ctiag-
nosie " Enen rrhen a e&use that wou1d. aE[rcer to aceormt for the iarl'.egs
hes beea found., lt states that tt Ls wlee to eoatlnue the examtnation
rurtlt tt is reasonably cerbatn tbat there are no other cmtrlbutory
c&uses" If any of theee l"atter are mtssed, l.t can hatr4eu that the cune
for the naln cause nay secerrtuate the danrpness frcm these other eauges
ancl the treafuent wll-l thea be regard.ecl as a failure "

lfhls Digeet Llets several euLtable treatrents for dmp uaIIs" ft
is sEslmed. tbat the clefeetlve mIl"E sre of brtektrork @ trassnrJr or other
eo1j.d. eonet:nrctlon" Ehe foLlos{ng are recoreenclecl for exter"ma]- treat-
rente: ttle or sl,ete hang"irlgr reaclerlngs, cment palnt, o11, bltrmen
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anfl tar trmS"nts, and eolorless r*aterproofers" Reeemrend"ations given for
internsl treafuents &r€: battening out, dense tnten:a1 rentl.erLngs, and
se"\rera1 tntenial vate:"procfers" It al.so touehes brlefly on the treat-
ment of elamp walls due to rlstng grountl moiettse.

Sther lroblens sueh ae derE: basments, d-ellquescent salts aJad
spectal eases sueh as ehi-mreys, pa,rapets a,ad. proJecttone, s111s, eraekecL
dense renilerlnss, ancl eonclensatLong are a"Iso d.fsitrssed." 5 pp"

CON$MUCTJOTI I{AEERTAT,S AIID UECHI$IQI'ES

6 Irlenorio Sobne Ls Conefunreel6n de Eneof,nad.os en IIna Obra cle EeLiflcacl6n

y DeJ. Cmento, Jannrary L953," (In Span:.eir).

An aeconmt of. tests taken rmcl.er actuel workS+g eonclf.tions neJ.ating
to fonrm wcr8k technlque" fheee tests conflmed some thesretlca]. investige-
tions of tbe anrthor oa the possibility of eeoncnn{zin€l Ia the eost of
shutterlmg; en analyols betng made of the eost of uamra-L lsbor throughcnrt
tbe varimre stages of shutterlng. Ehe conrlitlons ancl tbe ,*lfflcu1-ties
rru:.&er wtrleh the tests were taken is clescrlbe<t ln this trxuper.

In oreler to iuprove the efficiency of the wsrlcing partJ.es, a nev
method" of pl-amnfng tbe carpentry ruork rsae tniecl out ln this e:ryerirnental
work. fhe treinqng of wor,kere ruas a-lso stud.ted" It va"s for:nd. that when
non-sleLlJ"ed. Labor.ers rrere flnel-uf,ed" in the shuttwing teuus, worklng
alongslde sktl-l-ecl operators, they beeame reasonably sktl-l"ed esstatants
fflthln efir nonths. 55 pp"

7 " 'Eo'uses Butlt lcx Selren,tileeks - Coacr:ete HaIl-e to Save Labour"." Lond.on:
EEC EiIregB Mareh 8, t95A.

Thts newspatrrer arbtele elescrlbes houees vhLeh r*ere built ia seven
veelee by uneoaventional methocls for prtvrate purchasers at Easteote,
Mitld[Lesex" It etates thst houses btutl-t by non-traclitlonal methocle ta,ke
qp to $0 percent fever marr-hours on the slte than brick-buiJ-t houses,
e,ard. an evem, J.on*er Imsportlon of ekiJ.leil labor in ecme tracles. 0n the
average, they are conpletefl fur four-flfbhs of the tllue aeecled for tradt-
ttona,l- housem, they ean be bullt at ffrIJry cwgretltfire prlees, anil 1.ess
coaJ- ls used. js, mletng the ne,in bulltling ruteria]-e.

The houses weJre bullt tn resp,onse to the Mlrlsterrs appeal- for
honrses vhlch presemed. good acccmoclstlm. stsf,rda,r"As vhile enbodytng
tngeaious and. eeonoulea-I use of mteris,le. The artieJ"e shone how speecl
ln eonstnrctim. rras achievecl by mnktng the wal-l-s of concrete made with
cement emcl" sh{ng1e from whl.eh aIJ. santl and. fine etones hsve been raoveel;
thLe being pouretL l-uts morr1d"s. The wa]*ls of a palr of houees can be
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polrefl out tn one dey antl on the fol-lonlng dey the morrjltLs ea:l be ::'ooved.
an& re-ereeted. readf for anotber palr of housee" Ehts ogreratlon seves
brteks and. brLchlaylng vork amount'lng to hOO qsn-houre fsr eaeh house.
lPhe rethocl ueecl at Easteote sou.Icl permlt 2) housee to be bullt of naterlals
that were useil for 20 tradltions-l houses.

The approxfmate eost of bull-dl.Irg the Eastcote houses, when bullt in
l"ots of 10O, ts f,1r320 fsr a trm-bedrocm te:raee end houoe, f,1r350 for a
three-beclroom Lnterredlate house, ancl. f1r33o for a three-beclrom eeml-
cletach.eil. house. Eouses arc beJng so1d. for about fr1-r56} each to peopJ"e vho
ru'ere seI.eetecl by the ]oeal- eouaelI.

COOPIRATJVE EOUSIIIG

8" "Cooperatlve Houstng ln Ger.man;r." Lond.on:
to:opgtE&1qq, April t+, 1)5A" W. y2-93.

Revietr of Intsrmattonal

- An artlcle cLeserlblng the organlzatlon a,nd. operatloas of the Geflran
Unlon of SoelaL Eous{ng Enterlrrl"ses. lfhts German Geneira-l UnLon lnclutles,
besldes Co-operatlve Eousing Socleties proper, a1.so a nrmber of otber
't6oct&l-" houstng enterlgrises wlth d.lfferent legaL forms, hut al-1" of whieh
ecnre uncler the Gezman Socla1 Eousing Law" Ehe Co-operatlve Bullcting
$oeietles proper are organlzetl ln etght P:rovlaclal Atrditing UaLoue and
the Unlon of Western BerJ.tn, couprts{ng altogether abort 70Or0O0 neribere.

The artlele shors the ain of the General tl[lon to be tbat of promotlng
the buiJ-el.jrg of EmaLL clnel"J.1ngs, a task poJ.nted. out to be of speelal Im-
portanee ln vlew of the aeute post-rmr houstng shortage tn Gererany" DtreLL-
ings ln tire hanils otr the organizatlms of all tytrres a"ffil-latecL to the
ffinenal- ttrllon nranbered 90Or0OO at the end. of .L95O, of whleh 353r0OO belongecL
to Co-operatlve Eouslng Soeletles prolrer.

It ts ehom that capltel requlrecl by soel.a.l bUflafng enterarrlses is
clerlveil firon three sor,Epees, vlz. the genera,]. uoney market, publtc ffmtls
amfl "other Eourees" sueh as savlnge baJok6, Llfe lnsuranee Eoclettes, publlc
an:L private mortgage iastitutes and nost of the soeial lnsurarree tnstttu-
tlons "

EOIJSIISG DOCUMEI,ITAIION

9 B PreLtmtumr Vivtencla PLaneemlento en Aneorlea Latlna
in )"

keparecl by Vletor !,tantills Bazo.
L952" ( fn spanrsn) .

Haehlngton; D" C.: Pan ArerLean ltrtl.on,

A t,tb1logrephy la Spanleh of 5rubllcatloas on hons{ng anct tfim ard
countr.Sr plqnning publlshect ln eaeh otf the Lettn .Auerlean eountrles. Il2 p1t"
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HOT'SUqG FINA$gE

10" NEA Loans fm Eones. Ottanra: Ceatral Mortgage and Eoustng Corporatton,
Novmber L95L,

Ehe purpose of thls booklet ts to ehow hqr a persoa Llv{ng lx CaJrEd.a
ean ta"ke adva,ntage of the provisim,rs of the Natloua1 Eow{r€ Act of CaJnad.B.
It erpl-atns hor l-oane are cletqrulned, the l.ulttel" financlal requ5rments,
relmyment ertrangi#ntB and. how to atr,ply f,or a l-oan"

lthe basle o:l whleh the }lati.onal- Eouslng Aet operates is a systm of
jotnt l-ouns. fhey are caIled. Jotnt l-oans because part of the noney ls
prorrJ.ded" by an approvect leniling Inetitutlon and. the rrsrnaLrriler by the
CentnaL Mortgage a,:rcl Eousfng Corponatlon, & crow?x eoqpany prrposefulJ-y
set xU) to admlnister tbe ltlatlonel" g6ss{rg Aet"

Shts bookLet d.eecrlbes tbe wrioue sectl"ons of the aet app1tcable
to seeur{W a houstrg loan" It deseribes the slze of the loens ln te:ms
of the ty1rc of house to be pwcheeed, emor&t of equl,ty, advances, repay-
nent, taxesr lnterest, tnspeetloaer ed other infamaticna r*htch woul-tl be
of use to the prospectlve hcme osner. 23 pp.

HSUSUWC HEffiARgH

LI" "Houslng Cli-nlc."_ Washlngton, D. C": A3ql.qes (fan,Anerlcam Unlon)"
June Ipft. pp" a9-ry

Erench, Decmber 191+te.

fre seetlons of thts Economlc $trrvey of Gerrcny eoncerrned. lrtth
housrmg and const::trctton hsve beea bound. as a setrErate publleation.

A short artl"cle d.eserlbtng the QAS Eoastng Besearch ancl tbajnj.ng
Cents whtch reeeutJ-y openect in Eogota, Colouibia. It states thet thts
eenter provlfus the ueans nnd, the pLace for Anertean nstlons to pooJ.
their teehnlques under a ebsr€-the-skills progran for better housing.
Tffpes of resemeh berng clone loclucle aceuinrlattng tlata on rrra1 hous"lnSr
studyine tylres of roofing materta-le, adrrisi.qg on the rehoustng of a
group of goJ"eL mlners, ard. study{ng sevJ:ogs-aa.dl-loan po}teies for ultl&Le-
cf"ass fmLli"es" In gemeral, the Center ts pr€panecl to gather any Srfor-
matlon thet wLI.l result iu better houes for trreopIe tn Lattn Arclea.

EOIJSIIYG SIruATlON

12. Ecouaomle of Section C-Eous Seetlon qnd

,
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The housing sectton contalns a gootl snelysis of the houslng sltr:atlou
ln Gereny d"esertbtug the gre-war housiag poliey und.er both tbe llel-usr
Republie snd. the Nazl negLme. It shovs the cherrge tbst oceumecl tn the
bous{ng poliey durrag the rmr, the rmr-tfme fosusing constructJon, the
eilergency controls, ancl tbe post-var houstng prospeets. A tlescrfptlon
of houstng ln Austrts ts also lncluelecl.

The sectlon on bulklrng encl cmtract{ng contains a,n analysis of the
preseat statrrs of the bulld.l-Eg naterLals laclustrles tn Germny tncludlng
good. ileseriptJ"ons of ercat, briek atd. tlle, Umer tlmber ancl steel- pro-,
ctuetlon. lfhe narl"ous types of bulld{.g controls a,:re clescrlbed. a].so" 36 pp"

l-3" 'tsuLJ-d.tng Operatlons in Queenaland-Fourth Quarter ancl Year 1911."
, \952'

A progress reprb flrom Austral-la present{ng the auount of houslng
beiag bullt there. It shcnrs tha,t house build{ng Ln 1951 reachecl f.ts
hlgbest level- efaee the enrd. of the rnar. It[ev dlrrell{ags clu:rtng the yesr
atmbereet LOr937 vhlch uas BllS more than the total fs? L95O" Corence-
ucnts of ueff elrrelttrgs, Lr998 showed. sr eyen greater rtse, the lncrease
over the 1B)0 total berag LrT23, trtllch lncludecl" pl.J rrtported. prefabrleatedl
bouses. The report states that tlmber EEs the lrtuelpaJ- bulldlng
uetertsl_ used tn home eonstnrctlm. Workers lrr the bulld{ng lncluetry
numbered 19r9d+ at the begrnn{,ug of ].752

Al-so dllseussecl in thls neport are the types of illlell{rgs buLlt, cost
of bu:iJ-ding, and. mplo3ment l-n the bu{li{n€ tracle. 7 !p.

1i+, Auetralie,n Eouslngr Bglletlr 23. Canbe:ra: Minlstry of itlatlonal DeveJ-op-

@
T,hls, the Last of the Australlalr EgtlEling BulJ-ettr+ eoutafiee the

foLLowtng ertleles:

(f) "The 11.ogfese of EousLng" sho,rlng the rate of house coBstruetion,
the r*ruaber of houses J.uportecL, btrlld.Jng rnaterlals produeed, the Labor
foree, ancl houslng costs. pp. i+f6-h28.

(2) 'tsul1-dLtng Beseafch by C.S.I.R.O." deserlbes the vork of the
Dlv-fsion of Bull-drng Research andl tbe DivLston otr Forest hoflucts of the
CcnmomreaLth ScLentLftc ancl Inrlrrstrial Besearch 0rganlzatton. In the
for"mer, stu1ies are belng pelfored. on rypsumt Llt&, eJ-ays, btt@lnous
roof*ng materlals agd. acoustlcs. Ia the Latter, vartotre strrdllee m wood.

anil voocl strnrctures and. timber physLcs a.nd. ttmbe= ,.ghtrrles have been
r.utLertalen. pP. k8l+-l+96.

(S) "slttlxg on Eoustng Estatee" shfirs varlor:s ctty plann{ng praetlces
@plctEd tn tJre iayouts of varlons aetghborhood. sehemes la AustmLia.
pp. 49?-503"
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L5 " "It{an-trh e Jobarnesburg;. " Johannesburg:
Reeoql, Januery L952. pp. 2-33"

South Afrlcan Arehltectural-

f'his entire issue of the South African ArehlteetrraL Reeord. is
devotetl to an e:chibition of the narLoue aspeets of constrructlon in the
Ctty of Johannesbrrg" It shors these ran-ps([s physlcaJ. featr:res from the
pof.nt of vlew of architecture, eonstrmetlon and. etty plnnn{ng" The mny
iJ.lustratLoas eonvey the e:ract rature of the progress be{-ng nad.e ln these
flelile "

L6. Eous-_l&gj4l eos'Equ_Etee" Prepered. by Ba^fael-a Esplno end. Leouard Cumle.
Cambri"dse: fTre ArehLteets ColJ.aboreti.ve, Noveuber L95L.

A neport on housing and. ecsnrnunLty cl.evelotrment, ccrmnisgLomed. EnA
meud"e SroseibJ-e by eoolrenatton betrreen the Qoverrment of Costa Rtca a,ud"

the Govqm:rent of the lEritecl Stetes.

It Ls 1u. forr prts. Part one ellscueEes the hous{ng problera Ia
Costa Riee showS.ng the bae$grormd. for horstug, the ratrre of the problen,
nelevamt vttal" etetistlcs, arrcl the hous{ng sltuatiolr today. Fart two
trresents the prJ.uately-buJ.1t how{r8 plcture es lt extsts ln both rrrban
and ffiretr.,atreee. mrt tbree preeents the govement hous{ng pf.cture, the
legisl"ation, ffnans{ng and. menag@eat poltcies. Part fotr d.lscueses a
proposecl netlonsl- housing progren fe the country--J-eglsJ-attm, organiza-
ttoar of e houslng agency, stlmrJ-atloa of, prlvate houstng, gove:nruent-
ftnpneefl houslng, sl-r.ul clearsnce, and. nsal hou6tng" 1O5 pp.

BOIAI AI,ID C0UMRY PIAIINING

17" fVA es. a Sy:mbo]- of Resource Developrcnt in l4sny Countrles. I(aoxrri]-le
Comptl-ecl by the f\[A Technleal- Library, 1952.

In s ntmber of countries over the worJ.d., mIA has beewe a s]r:mboL of
the ualfLeel clevelolreat of resolirces; the ldea hevtrg tmvelecl to rnq.qy

foretgn couatrtes by varlous rnearas. Ehts booklet shows that vlsitors to
fVAs who berre stutLted. and. oramlned. the T.I/A unified. iLevel-opnent trrogram,
have been especlaJ1y responsible for 1ts u'ld.e cllsseal-nstton. These
vlsltors bave cme frm over 6O atfferent countries and. bsve lnc1ud.edl
top govemrent offtcte1s, public-spirtted. cttizens, tecbnLei-ans, and.
stud-ents "

To Srrovlde s@E concept of tbe scope and. magnltude of forelgn proJects
or pJ-ans whleh heve been fnfltrenced. by the 1'IIA e:eaqr3-e, thls rLS.gest
deserlbes the uar:y IVA-like d.eveJ-otrments ncn ln bul1alng aLL over the
vor}d"" Tlrey are d"Lvld.eil Lato tvo cl-assiftcatlons: (1) DeveJ-otrnuents
whleh appear to alproach wlthin a reasonable clegree the tryA eonceptton of
the fleveloprent aniL utll-tzatl.on of resourees, afr.d. (2) projects on vh:Lch
avalJ.ebLe dete were me&ger ornlrere, ln plerming and. clevelolment, the fVA
td.ea--al-thorrgh reeogntzed.--appears to have beea uee& only to s 1{mttedl
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extent. The fomer eategorry lncludes sueh projects as the Jortlen Rtver
DeveS-otrment PLan, the }tahenaalt \IaLI-ey ProJeet J"n IncLJ.a, the Rhone Valley
proJeet, the Puerto Rlco Water Resources Authortty proJect, ete" lfhe
l-atter type of proJects inel-udes, alrong others, the Clarence Rlver Sehme
i-rr AtrstraLla, a project 1n the I{11"e VaLLey, and. sever&I proJects on tbe
maJ-ler rLver systems ln southr,rest Infl.la. 55 pp"

SBOPTCAT EOTIS]I{G

L8 'Eousfng koilerqE
CaJ-eclonie: South

j.:o the South Paelflc" by J" P. ThiJsse. I[ormea, Itew
Paclfle Conmiasloa BuILet{n. January L952"

pn" 2n-28"

F:rof . fhlJsse, rrLo bas recentJ"y finlshed. a surrrey of natlve hotreing
eon4fl"ttore lrr the eastem and. centlpL PAelfic territortes presente e@e of
hls obsenratlons on this subJeet ln thls short arttc3.e.

Ee beglns thls patrer by stattng thBt the probJ-em of sultabLe houslng
tn the South Paclfle a,rea has arlsen Largely as a resulb of changea in
netlve raays of J"1fe in recent Jreara, Blv{''g rlse to aerf need.s an(L deslres
Jrn respeet to hous'tng facllLties. Eowever, attempts to Jrrprove upon the
olcl style of native clweJ-llng hsve often taJrcn the fo:m of sS.qp1y Gopylag
Weete:rn brrtl-dfug ty1ns. These are gener.aLly unsuitecl to the e1.l-uate end.

trrrorrltle IlttIe, tf any, Luprovemcnt over t]re oflg{rrs-l natlve styIe.
IrequentJry, no consideratLon 1s glven to ventllatlon or 1lgbtlag or to
shelterlng the rual-le frcnn d.lreet surLlght. Eouses are bullt mrch too
el-ose together andl vith corrrrgated. iron roofs tn areas whene the hot
weather mkes sueh J-ivlng concllttons extr€f,ile3.y uncodort'ab].e"

fhe problem is'a nu1tl-phasecl one. The authcr statee that effLclent
houstng ln the lelancls Lavolves constdleratton, not on-Ly of climate, but
also of soeial, eeonomle ancl h5gtenle fectors, and. these vary mrke&l"y
betrueen the lslffd. group6" For e:rmple, the very elosecL FlJlan 'burets"
wl"th thetr thtek tbstehed uaLls aod heavy roof eoastr:uetlons glve shelter
agajnst the FtJlan wlater ancl are able to witbetpadl the hurriesne. But
the 'bure" vould. not be approprlate ln the nore eqtrabls gJ.{rm"te of Sanoa
r.ihere tt ls never co1d. ancl, wtrene thcre ls no vezT stroag vtncl.

Ehe armlLabu.lty of bul]-ct'trrg materiaLs, nhleh varles gr*at1y tn
cHfferent parts of the area, 18 nrr lq>orta.nt eeonontc factor to be con-
sfuLerecl, says Professor Thijsse. These cllfferences, together vLth
d.lfferences In adninlstratlon policles among tbe terrttoriee, make a
uniform type of hou,s{ng tbrongbout the area i-upractleabLe and. unclestrab].e"

f:r the case of native Aut].]''lngs, horrcver, a ccqproalse must be Eadle
betrseea eoctaJ. wa,nts and. r+hat te ecou@lealJy posslble. Slnee ecoacaute
cond.ttloas ia many trmrts of the South Paclflc ar€ on a l-olr l"evel emparefl
to Weetern sta'tadsrAs, low-eost houslng ls essenttal"
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Ee goes on to shovr thst the use of buildtng mate:rl,e-ls whLch are
avail-ab1e J-oeaLLy is of trrr"ime imporbenee for thlE reeson, and ertry
effont shor:J"tt be made to J-lrprove tbe ctrs'abtJ.lty of sueh reterLaJ-e a,s

weJ-l, as to explore the potentialities of locaL products not. her-etofore
usett for bullct{ng purl}oses. flhe posslbtlity of furtrocluelng certain
vegetable buiLal'lng natertal-s in lsIend.s whcre Yhey are lacklng shoukl
be lnvestlgated..

In conclusflon, he Srroposes that the lclea1 J-ong-term hansing progra;n
for the islsnfle ehcnrldl" strlve for a tytrre of natlve AIrELL{ng suited to
eaeh pa,rtteul.,ar rcglon l:a thc area nitb regard to eLJrrqtle eonclltlons,
econwi.e LeveJ- aad eoeiaL cr*utom. Becarse these eond.ltlone varJr eoa-
stiLm:ebly fa tlre d.ifferent regtous, there san be no one type of dweLL{nB
suLtabLe te A"LL the area" Seeonday, such a plan shouf.cl iacor:pomte
hygS-enle standar{Ls cffiruolr to the Westersr !ilorJ.rl, alsfl thlrdqf, lt shurrld.
ai.:m to utAlize tuil-cl.'lng ms.terle]-e t&ieh are arraiLabJ-e loea]-Iy ln the
tsLs^nd.s.

19" 'rfbe Bole of the Freneh CentraL Bureau of Reeeareh f,or Oversees Develop-
rent ln the Fle1d. of ltroplea.l Bouslng" by lifar:3ice B]-anc. Port-of
Carl"bbean Camml. ss lon Monthly I:rf omation Bulletln, rrw"y 1958" pp"

-Spaln:
289-ryL.

An arti.eLe f,eserlbiw the rol"e of the Bureau of Research four Overseas
DeveJ-o1rent. Tir tt is outl-tned. the areas of stuQr under eonstd.eratlon
amr by the Bureanr. Ehe author shows thet ?'tth the need. for bulLrlLng
qulck\r, nthere ls the neebssity, ln the l"ntereste of pubJ-J.c bealtb a,ad
hma,n$.ty, to dlo evetTbhtng posslble to lmprove tradltlonal- houslng metbods,
ss fm eeampJ.e, to lrevent by stmple ancl. 5:qrovecl techni.qtree the amnue,l
eo3-J-apse sf uatlve mrcl. houses &rr{rg the ratny 6easo}r."

fhe author shons that a general study of houstng 5.:qrlies a deep and
practleal howledge of the physS"caJ- a^nd" humam overse&E enrri"rorments, ln
e-IL their cltverstttss; anfl a kror,rJ.efue oS l.ffe tur theee territorles, in lts
mri-tip3-e aspects; family, soela-L, teehnteal, econcmie, adninlstratlve and
ffuas,nel"al-.

The Bu:reau is tlescrlbett 5.n' terus of tts method of roork, lte un&er-
tyjxg phtlosophy, lts deaJ"tng w"lth such speetfic prob3-eus ee ttrat of
eenent and. tn general, shotrJ"ng the Bureaute role to be that of gatherlng
genenal, data and. ftmetion{tg as a teehateal aflvlsor aad. LLetson"

20. Ernrlcanes and. Tlreir Eflfeet oa (Co1.ontat Butld{trg Wotes).
and. Inclustrial Resemch, Bull-d.lagc

Reeeareh Stet1m,, ltkch L952.

Sttts paper is d.evotedL to hr.mieares:'end.,thetr effect on buljlrl.{.ngg
shonlng the type of raemage clcnae ancl the types of eonst::trctlon vhlch
stand. rrp best tn the stsea.
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It gtates that of s.]l- the foame of roof eoverlngs useel in Jaualea,
wooel sh{ngl-ee withstood. the Lpll hurl.eane best, although they adaittecl
a good. fleal- of vats" It nae conflmett that rsell-ileslgnetl and. sounclly-
consfunreted" bulJ.d.lrgs rrere 11tt1e damaged. ln the hu:rlcane except by
fl"ytxtg debrls. On the other haa,c[, poorly eoarstrueted bul]-d.lngs, es-
peelaily tlmber stnrctures nhleh had. prevlously been veakened by temtte
lnfestatlon, aadl open sld.erl stu.age sheds, r+ere extenslvely &amagecl. It
tE lnfieatecl thet, In condttlons otr severe straln, the stantlard. of wmk-
nanship Is, at least, as l-uportent as the cLetalJ's of dteslga.

Mentlm. ls mde of a aonthJy bulletln of the Fl-ortcla Engineerl"ng
amd. Indwtrla1 grperfnent Statloa whlch cllscusses hu:rleanes la Florld.a,
thelr veJ.ocLtlee, erbent, eeasoual oceureuce, tests oo mocLels, aad glves
neeomendettone of sultable eonstruettons. For exaqple, thte brrl-lettn
cLesertbee the seveml ktndls g3'crsqNq,ge uost ].lkeLy to be earisecl to Ema].],
bu5.IAtugs" ft aJ-so gtveg coastnretlone1. reemencla,ttons for soott fraue
amd" eouerete bloek bulJ-cllngs to w'lthgtancl both gravlty snd. v{.nd, ]"osd-s.
kovtstons agalnst hurrlcanes &re shom to be contalnecl also ln .Anerlcan
bul"lcl.rng eod.es.

The paper eoaclud.es .lrlth some geaeoral- obeerratioas oD tbe cLestgn of
btrtld.i:ags" 6 m.

2J.. Eeset Srlr I, 'gsbltalfoa f?optcale (Essay on fboplcal- Eouslng). Ed.lteel by
ntral D'Etuitei Por:r Les Equlpemeats

D"Outre-Mer, l)J2. (In meneu).

A book rleeertbJng the rnaJor factors to be eoaslileretl tn bulld{ng fur
the troptes. It beg{ns by clevot{ng a ehapter to tbe c]-trm.to}ogtca]. el-ements
(tmgrer.atrrree hrmtcllty, wiacte) nhteb nmst be taken luto coneteleratton in
buLld{ng. It states that the orLeutetion of a house eonrtlltloas for a great
prb the lnterLor cmforb, connenlence ettcl pJ.easure th,at the oeeulu,ats flndl
tn ltvtrrg. A eorrect orLentatlon has the advrnte,ge of costtng nothJng
rrhlle e poor onLentatlon eaJe, onl"y be corrected by ]-arge e:qrenilltr.res "

ft shsns tbat a houee nnst be orlented. to the fi:netion of the ba,cl"

Beason" It 1s *qrorbant that the val-Ls of the house eIpoge ae Ltttle
stnfaee to the sun. aB posslbJ-e. lfhe bouse mrsL be perultteil to profit
flrm the wtnd.s. Faetors reLat{ng to tbe orientattoa of tbe house, to
ventil,atloEr andl to shading of the houee are dealt wtth ln sone d"eta1I" A
sectton on the trrotection Efa{net sand. storf,a, rain, infestatton, etc. ls
al-so fneludett. 70 pp"

A2. Le Conetruction ea Beton d* f=r- (Const:rrctton wLth Earth Bloeks)" ParLs;
quipements D'Outre-Mer, L952. (In frencn).

1fhts sns]-l book clescrlbes sme of the l-atest research on the use of
earth as a bu{Lcl.{ng uateri-aI. It shows the best l^agrecllente andl roethodle
for obtalnlng the best block for rithstandtrg the elements" ft g5"ves



2

-1r-

detaLleiL lnstr.rctlons for every step tn the maJcing of earth bl-oeks,
stettng tbet the cwtrlosltion of the sotl- ls most tqtortant and should.
be qnn.lyzecl very thoroug]rIy"

fbe sectton. oB fabrieatton cleseribes the two ecrmon nethocls of use,
eonstrtretton rrith ctrietl earth brlcks and- coushnretion of rra,Lls vtth ramecL
earbh tn woodleu mold.s. It statee a preferenee for tbe forrer method "

lfhe book goes tnto soue cletal]- on the uettrng and. ecmpact'lng of the earth,
the dffing proeess, ard. the lilaklrrg of the bLocks by haud. anil naeluhaery.

A chapter ls dlevotecl to eerth stsblllzatlon ancl roater;rroof{ug"
A:rother d-eeLe lrlth speciel- rrr1"es of eom.stnretlcn. trbe book conc3.uflee
r*tth pietrrees and. ileserfptlm.e of narlous bI-oek tralsl-Eg mechines ln use
througbout the vel-dl. 56 fp.

23. Eoustng tn the Hnitedl States sfid. the Use of Tts feehnLques Ia [bopteal-
Conntrtes by Sto.ley WooLmer. Canbrtclge z L95D"

Ehls repor:t retrrreseats the resuLtg of a natLon-rr1cle sunrey of houe{r€
ln the UnLtecl States mde by a umlen of th Slagapore Inlrroneneat llhrst
novr stu{yrng tn the Unlteil States uniLrer a Ccmonweal-th FrEd. FellowshJ.p.

Pa,rt f eontaLns a genm-1- revtev of the whole fteS-cL, exelud{n8 teeh-
n1.ea3. nethod.e. It covers htstorlcal baekground., problms trvoLvecl a,:rt[
aehleveraents, antl tneluiles an enaluatlon of the preseut posltlm aafl sore
suggestim,s on ftrture trrospeets aad. posslbtltttes" Part rI ls of a teeh-
nlcal retrre d€aJ.lng with Ailerlean practlce ln regard. to mter5.al-s,
method.s of eq,etrnretloa and. equllment, together wlth a constderatf.on of
tts agpJ.lcabl.llty for uge J-n tropleaJ- cor:ntrtes.

lfhe author poLnts out tb,at aLthouets there exists a blg tHfferenee
betweea Aserlcan stanclar&s, eustms and hablts ard. those of lrcopJ-e ln
trotrrieal eormtrles, there ls stLlJ much lnfo:matLon whieh can be eu3-lecl
frcm studylng hou.stng schses ancl plans ln the Unlted. States. For
e:ertrrle, he shows tbat ln the trnst, tt ba,s been the praetiee Ja the
troptes to builcl wlth ht8h eelJ-'lngs on the gnorud.s tbat roouns sg bualt
are cooler. Ten anrl eleven foot celIl:ags ar:e usual and. up to fornrteen
feet aot uacournorl. Aeeeptanee ofr. or an atrlproaeh to, AnerJ-ean stanilsrd.s
(norma::y 7,6" or Br) would. produee, he fecl-s, en ag[treclab]-e savlng.
ffircr{rents camLetl out by kofessor Yaglou at the Ea,rrrarA Sehool" of
Publlc Heal-th suggest that therc 1s no d.etectabl-e cltftf*enee ln room,
teuperattrre befiieen ce11'lng6 of I0r ar:d- evcn as l-ow as 7r ln height"

A:rother area vherc U. S" hQtrled€p ean be atrrpIlcable to const::trctton
l^n tropteal areas ls in our eff,lclent use of contractors, both on and off
the site. T:r troplcal- countrles, the author polnts out, estJ-ugtirg Ena
costlng are toe oftea largpry guesswork, subeoatracttng poor3y organized.
ancl slte Eman€ffients vasteft{l. The teachjrg of mod.e::n bueJ-Ecss netbotls
rrorld be of the very greatest beacflt to aJ-uost alL troptee"l- eotraffi.6E.
Ilhe author heartily reemend.s fiarLtren researeh on troplea3- btril.cl.{lg,
potntbg out that onganlzations have already beca estebJ-tshccl ta
Aust::a1"lap Gneat Brltai.a and. the UaLted. States, 8l+ pp,
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