REGIONAL OFFICES
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Region I: 346 Broadway, New York, New
York 10013 (Connecticut, Maine, Massa-
chusetts, New Hampshire, New York,
Rhode Island, Vermont)

Region ll: Widener Building, Chestnut and
Juniper Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
19107 (Delaware, District of Columbia,
Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia)

Region llI: 645 Peachtree-Seventh Building,
Atlanta, Georgia 30323 (Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Tennessee)

Region IV: Room 1500, 360 North Michigan
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60601 (Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ne-
braska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota,
Wisconsin)

Region V: Federal Office Building, Room
13A01, 819 Taylor Street, Fort Worth,
Texas 76102 (Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas,
Louisiana, Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma,
Texas)

Region VI: 450 Golden Gate Avenue, P.O.
Box 36003, San Francisco, California 94102
(Arizona, California, Guam, Hawaii, Ne-
vada, Southern Idaho, Utah, Wyoming)

Area Office: 909 First Avenue, Seattle,
Washington 98104 (Alaska, Montana,
Northern Idaho, Oregon, Washington)

Region VI: Ponce De Leon Avenue and
Bolivia Street, P.O. Box 3869, GPO, San
Juan, Puerto Rico 00936
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THE HUD
DEMOLITION GRANT PROGRAM

The Demolition Grant Program

Most communities have old, dilapidated,
hazardous, and usually vacant st,r,uctures’
they would like to eliminate. Usually lack
of financial resources is the reason com-
munities are unable to rid themselves of
such structures.

Federal financial assistance is now avail-
able to share in the cost of demolishing
structures which, under State or local law,
have been determined to be structurally un-
sound or unfit for human habitation. The
removal of an occasional dilapidated struc-
ture or group of structures in otherwise
sound neighborhoods will substantially im-
prove the appearance of such neighbor-
hoods. The removal can serve as an in-
centive to owners of adjacent structures
to improve them since serious blighting
influences no longer exist. In many cases
the removal of the bad structures will en-
hance the economic value of surrounding
structures.

Federal Financial Assistance Provided

Federal financial assistance is provided
by HUD to cities, counties, and other
municipalities, which have legal authority
to condemn and demolish hazardous struec-
tures. Direct grants are made to localities,
with HUD contributing two-thirds of
the actual cost of demolishing the structure,
clearing debris and vermin, and leveling
the land. No land is actually acquired in
the process, and no administrative expenses
are eligible for inclusion in program costs.
In addition to the shared cost of demolition,
100 percent reimbursement is made to the
locality for relocation grants and adjust-
ment payments to displaced individuals,
familieg, and businesses.

The amount of a Demolition Grant is
based on an estimate of the amount needed
to demolish eligible structures, submitted
by the municipality and subject to Depart-
mental approval, and on a final audit of
program costs. Grant payments are based
on requisitions submitted by the locality for
demolition work completed, either under
the city’s own force account or under
written contract or agreement.

Eligibility Requirements

Demolition assisted under this program
must be on a planned neighborhood basis—-
not hit or miss—and may occur only after
all local, legal resources have been ex-
hausted in trying to obtain remedial action
by the owners of the properties.

The structures to be demolished must

constitute a public nuisance and be a serious
hazard to the public health and welfare.
The demolition must further the overall
renewal objectives of the municipality.
Communities participating in the Demoli-
tion Grant Program must have in effect
a Workable Program for Community Im-
provement and be carrying out a program
of enforcement of existing housing and re-
lated codes. They must also have a definite
plan and schedule for demolishing—within
two years—the eligible structures in the
selected areas.

Demolition Grant Programs are subject
to Civil Rights legislation, Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity regulations, and Labor
Standards Requirements. A community
must provide assurances that all persons
displaced as a result of program activities
will be relocated in decent, safe, and sani-

tary housing. The local governing body

must certify that all legal remedies to se-
cure demolition by the owners of the prop-
erty have been exhausted for all structures
for which reimbursement is claimed. This
certification must be provided when sub-
mitting a requisition for payment.

Application For A Demolition Grant

A community that undertakes a federally
assisted demolition program should be in
touch and work closely with HUD Regional
Offices in developing its application. These
regional offices will be glad to provide
further clarification, appropriate applica-
tion forms, and a representative to assist
in preparing applications.
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