
Table 1. Labor Force and Employment in the Des Moines HMA, 1990 Through December 2008

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Labor Force 233.9 237.8 244.9 253.6 257.3 262.1 266.7 265.7 268.7 268.2 270.9 276.1 283.6 280.9 284.8 290.3 298.8 302.9 306.7
Resident Employment 225.9 229.4 236.2 244.5 249.8 254.9 259.5 259.0 262.7 262.9 264.4 268.4 273.6 269.8 272.1 278.7 288.5 292.3 295.1
Unemployment 7.9 8.4 8.7 9.1 7.5 7.1 7.2 6.7 6.0 5.2 6.6 7.7 10.0 11.1 12.7 11.6 10.3 10.6 11.6

Unemployment Rate (%) 3.4 3.5 3.5 3.6 2.9 2.7 2.7 2.5 2.2 1.9 2.4 2.8 3.5 4.0 4.5 4.0 3.5 3.5 3.8

Total Nonfarm Employment 235.7 239.8 244.9 249.1 258.5 267.6 274.3 277.4 284.8 291.1 290.7 294.3 293.3 292.8 299.4 305.9 314.7 321.9 324.2
Goods Producing 29.4 29.7 30.4 30.7 32.8 34.7 35.7 35.8 36.4 37.3 36.3 35.8 35.0 34.5 36.8 37.7 37.8 36.8 37.3

Mining, Logging, & Construction 8.8 9.4 10.0 10.0 11.1 11.4 12.0 12.6 13.2 14.6 14.5 14.7 15.1 15.3 17.1 17.7 17.9 17.2 18.0
Manufacturing 20.6 20.3 20.5 20.7 21.6 23.3 23.7 23.2 23.2 22.8 21.8 21.1 20.0 19.3 19.7 20.0 19.9 19.6 19.3

Service Providing 206.3 210.1 214.5 218.4 225.7 232.9 238.6 241.6 248.4 253.8 254.5 258.5 258.2 258.3 262.7 268.2 276.9 285.1 286.9
Trade 44.3 44.9 46.1 47.4 50.0 51.6 51.5 51.1 52.7 53.3 53.7 53.8 52.7 52.4 53.6 54.7 54.6 54.6 54.2

Wholesale Trade 15.5 15.4 15.8 16.2 16.8 17.5 17.4 17.5 18.1 18.4 18.2 17.8 16.9 16.6 17.1 17.8 17.7 17.6 17.8
Retail Trade 28.8 29.5 30.3 31.2 33.2 34.1 34.1 33.6 34.6 34.9 35.5 36.0 35.8 35.8 36.5 36.9 36.9 36.9 36.4

Transportation & Utilities 10.3 10.1 9.8 9.5 9.7 9.9 10.2 10.5 10.9 11.0 10.8 10.8 10.5 10.4 10.2 10.0 10.5 10.6 10.5
Information 9.5 9.2 9.3 9.0 9.3 10.0 10.0 10.4 10.7 10.5 10.5 10.3 9.6 9.3 9.2 9.0 9.1 9.6 9.5
Financial Activities 30.9 31.7 32.5 33.5 34.7 34.9 37.2 38.1 40.3 41.6 41.6 43.5 44.6 45.2 46.8 47.5 49.3 51.3 51.7
Professional & Business Services 20.3 21.0 22.3 23.3 24.4 25.1 26.3 27.0 28.0 29.1 30.2 31.1 30.5 30.9 31.7 33.2 35.3 37.3 37.1
Education & Health Services 28.9 30.1 30.9 31.0 31.5 32.8 33.8 34.1 34.5 35.1 34.5 34.5 35.1 34.5 34.6 35.7 37.4 38.3 38.5
Leisure & Hospitality 19.3 19.3 19.8 20.5 21.2 22.6 23.4 23.6 24.2 24.8 24.3 24.5 24.8 25.3 26.3 27.7 29.0 29.9 29.8
Other Services 10.5 10.9 10.9 11.1 11.3 11.3 10.9 10.9 11.1 11.3 11.4 11.4 12.0 11.8 12.0 12.0 12.4 12.8 13.1
Government 32.5 32.9 33.0 33.2 33.6 34.6 35.5 36.1 36.1 37.0 37.5 38.7 38.4 38.4 38.3 38.5 39.4 41.0 42.6

Federal 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.4 5.7 5.7 5.7 5.7 5.6 5.6 5.7 5.6 5.5 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.5 5.5
State 8.4 8.2 7.8 7.7 7.8 8.0 8.3 8.4 8.1 8.4 8.6 8.7 8.1 8.4 8.5 8.6 8.8 9.0 9.2
Local 19.0 19.5 20.0 20.3 20.5 20.9 21.5 22.0 22.3 23.0 23.3 24.3 24.6 24.5 24.6 24.7 25.4 26.5 27.8

Notes: Numbers may not add to totals due to rounding. Data are reported in thousands.
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Table 2. Population and Household Trends in the Des Moines HMA, 1990 to January 1, 2012

Notes: Numbers may not add to totals due to rounding. Current date: January 1, 2009. Forecast date: January 1, 2012. Rates of change are calculated on a compound basis.
Sources: 1990 and 2000—1990 Census and 2000 Census; current and forecast—estimates by analyst

Average Annual Change

1990 to 2000   2000 to Current  Current to Forecast

 1990 2000 Current Forecast  Number Rate (%)  Number Rate (%)  Number Rate (%)

Population

Des Moines HMA 405,411 470,041 545,900 570,400 6,460 1.5 8,670 1.7 8,170 1.5

Households

Des Moines HMA 157,815 184,730 215,000 224,700 2,690 1.6 3,460 1.7 3,230 1.5



Table 3. Housing Inventory, Tenure, and Vacancy in the Des Moines 
HMA, 1990, 2000, and Current

Notes: Numbers may not add to totals due to rounding. Current date: January 1, 2009.
Sources: 1990 and 2000—1990 Census and 2000 Census; current—estimates by analyst
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Table 4. Residential Building Permit Activity in the Des Moines HMA, 1990 Through December 2008

Type of Building Permit

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Building Permits Survey

Des Moines HMA

Total 2,700 2,300 3,450 2,885 3,950 3,350 3,425 2,440 3,625 3,800 3,105 3,975 4,800 5,450 5,380 6,225 5,025 3,790 2,925

Single-family 1,700 1,900 2,300 2,325 2,325 2,225 2,425 2,100 2,925 3,250 2,525 2,825 3,425 4,400 4,600 5,150 3,825 3,150 1,800

Multifamily 1,000 400 1,150 560 1,625 1,125 1,000 340 700 550 580 1,150 1,375 1,050 780 1,075 1,200 640 1,125
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Table 5. Median Income in the Des Moines HMA, 1989, 1999, and 2007

Sources: Median family income—U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of Policy Development and 
Research; 1989 and 1999 median household income—1990 Census and 2000 Census; 2007 median household income—U.S. 
Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2007

Median Family Income 36,000 60,000 67,900 5.2 1.6

Median Household Income 31,182 46,651 55,853 4.1 2.3


