Supplemental Income Limit Files

These files provide the Base Medians (which are the 1999 medians calculated from the 2000 Census distributions), Annual Medians, Low Income Limits, Very Low Income Limits, and 30% Income Limits by year (for 2003, 2004, and 2005).  These data are already available in an EXCEL format except the underlying Base Median data are not included.  

Although FY2003 was the first year the 2000 Census was incorporated in the Income Limits process, the data distribution used for the medians changed over these three years.  In 2003 and 2004, SF3 income distributions were used and they had 16 income categories.  In 2005 an income distribution of 36 categories was available.  This finer distribution was normalized to the 16 categories used in 2003 to provide us with median incomes that were closer to Census-calculated median incomes.  The difference between the 1999 median in FY2004 and FY2005 provides you with the impact of the change in underlying distributions.

The updating process has also changed from FY2003 to FY2005.  In FY2003 the 2000 Census was implemented without constraints, as discussed in the FY2003 HUD Income Limits Briefing Materials (www.huduser.org\datasets\il.html).  In FY2004, we were concerned about the behavior of the BLS wage data used as part of our update process, so we applied several constraints to the raw update factor.  These constraints and our logic are discussed in the FY2004 HUD Income Limits Briefing Materials.  After additional review the formula for the update factor was altered for FY2005 as outlined in FY2005 HUD Income Limits Briefing Materials.  

