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| Mr. McMiLray, from the Committee on the Distriet of Coolumbia,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 1778}

 The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred
the bill (H.R. 1778) to amend the act entitled “An act to create a
- Board for the Condemnation of Tnsanitary Buildin% in the District
' of Columbia, and for other purposes,” approved May 1, 1906, as
amended, having considered the same, report favorably thereon with
an amendment and recommend that the bill as amended do pass.
The amendment is as follows: '
Page 4, line 1, strike out “when” and insert in lieu thereof “‘with”.
The purpose of this bill, which was requested by the District of
Columbia Commissioners, is to amend the act of May 1, 1906, as
amended by the act of August 28, 1954 (Public Law 681, 83d Cong.),
so as to correct what has proved to be certain administrative defi-
| ciencies in the act. The proposed amendments would bring the pro-
. | visions of the act relating to assessment and collection of taxes into
| conformity with the provisions for assessment and collection of taxes
; a&p,licable to special assessments levied for ublic improvements under
the act of July 25, 1935 (sec. 47-1103(b), Bist-rict- o? Columbia Code,
1951 edition). ,
. Existing law provides for the repair or the demolition by the Dis-
trict of Columbia of buildi condemned under such law, in the
_ event the owner fails to comply with orders of the Board for the Con-
| demmation of Insanitary Bml(fings to repair or demolish such build-
| . Pressent law further provides that the costs incurred l:ly the
' District government in repairing or demolishing any such buildings
be assessed as a tax against the property and collected in the same
manner as general taxes are collected, tge tax assessment being en-
~ forced by ®he sale of the property at an annual tax sale. However,
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The bill would amend the act of May 1, 1906, as
];rovule that the assessment may be [)‘:’lid’ \]v1jt0}(1:’n:lts ::::l:ll:%lte - b't(l) s«
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]salg at the next ensuing tax sale. The bill also provides l(}al 81? Je?t 1
t(le]vxe(%fuft_er August 28, 1954, shall be deemed to have beenule%'x'lydtax
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discretion, or if no such residence or place of business (-a %age reg:
in the District by reasonable search, if left with any péx-a(ian f . A
age and dlscretlo_u employed therein at the office of am;r :11 :()31 imf'alixle
gerson to be notified. If no such office can be found in t%l le' T
y reasonable search, notice shall be forwarded by reeist, e?i =
lt{he last known address of the person to be notified; 01('3%1' n?)rxddmall bto
fnown or can by reasonable diligence be ascertained or if :m I‘eSSt_ 'e
ti)lle‘;vr‘:niidfl;luﬁyb;eglslt?-‘id 3“"1 is returned by the post (,)ﬁi(‘e aLllt%]’()II]‘;)t.il(:;e
U sha published on 3 consecutiv s 1 il il
published in the District of (Jolumbic‘ul.1 t“’l‘?hc}egzbs:xl'(;u({ﬂﬂy Iﬁewspaper
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he.bill amends this section of the act so th
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service of notice without the necessity of first exhaustin i Sho
{nethod of accomplishing service. The bill provides t}gmszn) i e
such notice is served by any method other than personal S6tvico,
noXce_ shall also be sent to the owner by ordinary mail b
& bill lden‘tlcal to this (S. 994) was passed by the Senate in the 88th
ongress. Substantially similar bills were passed by th
ulsf "tl,ltheS 886}fh(and 87th Congresses. 3 e i
n the 88th Congress, your committee reporte 3 g
approved ILR. 7441 (Public Law §5.486), bl ?E'iléﬁf'eé’%"g'ﬁs o
Jistrict of Qolumbm Board of Commissioners and containin s
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mOFI‘mlll costs to thﬁ Dllstrict; of Columbia. e T,
Following is the letter from the Boar i issi
District of Columbia under date of Fegrl?;rf: o!;nnlugagl;ners il
their reasons for requesting this legislation: = ! s R

Washington, February 9, 1965.

Hon. Jou~ L. McMILLAN,
Chairman, Committee on the District of Columbia,
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.

My DAz Mr. McMivpay: The Commissioners of the District of
Columbia have for report H.R. 1778, a bill to amend the act entitled
“A? act to create a Board for the Condemnation of Insanitary
Buildings in the District of Columbia, and for other purposes,”’

approved May 1, 1906, as amended. ! E
ision is made for the repair or

Under the act of May 1, 1906, prov
ldings condemned

the demolition by the District of Columbia of bui :
fails to comply with orders of

under that act in the event the owner
the Board for the Condemnation of Insanitary Buildings to repair
or demolish such buildings. The act further provides that the costs
incurred by the District government in repairing or demolishing any
such building be assessed as a tax against the property and collected
in the same manner as general taxes are collected.

One purpose of the bill is to eliminate administrative difficulties
encountered by the finance officer in connection with the assessment
and collection of costs assessed as taxes under the act of May 1, 1906.

The 1906 act provides that the tax assessment be enforced by the
sale of the property at an annual tax aale. However, present law
does not provide for a specific time when the assessment shall be paid,

nor does it provide for interest on delinquent payments. The bill
o provide that the

amends section 7 of the act of May 1, 1906, so as t
in 60 days after the

assessment may be paid without interest within
f one-half of 1 percent a

assessment is levied. Interest at the rate o

month or portion of a month would be charged after such 60-day
pericd. The tax would be payable in three equal installments, with
interest. If the tax be not paid in full within 2 years after the assess-
ment is levied, the property would be subject to sale at the next

ensuing tax sale.

The 1906 act was extensively amended by an act approved August
28, 1954, and many assessments levied subsequent to that date could
not be made subject to the imposition of interest for late payments

present law. The bill

due to the aforementioned deficiencies in
tax levied after August 28, 1954,

rectifies this by providing that any ) ;
shall be deemed to have been levied on the effective date of the bill
for the purpose of determining dates of payment and computing

interest thereon. :
nts would bring the 1906 act relating to

The proposed amendme B [ ng
i f taxes into conformity with the provisions

assessment and collection o
for assessment and collection of taxes applicable to special assessments
levied for public improvements under the act approved June 25, 1935
(see. 47-1103 (b), District of Columbia Code).

Section 10 of the 1906 act reads, in part, as follows:

“Sge. 10. Any notice required by this Act to be served shall be
deemed to have been served if delivered to the person to be notified,

) iness of the person to be

or.if left at the usual residence or place of busines {
nd discretion then resident

notified, with a person of suitable age a )
therein; or if no such residence or place of business can be found in
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the District of Columbia by reasonable search, if left with any person
of suitable age and discretion employed therein at the office of any
agent of the person to be notified, which agent has any authority or
duty with reference to the land or tenement to which said notice
relates; or if no such office can be found in said District by reasonable
search, if forwarded by registered mail to the last known address of
the person to be notified and not returned by the post office authorities;
or if no address be known or can by reasonable diligence be ascer-
tained, or if any notice forwarded as authorized by the preceding
clause of this section be returned by the post office authorities, if
published on three consecutive days in a daily newspaper published
in the District of Columbia; * * * »

Section 10, it will be noted, provides a number of methods of
service of notice, and sets forth the order of precedence in which the
respective methods may be used. The bill amends the section so
that any order of precedence is eliminated and permits the use of the
respective methods of service of notice without the necessity of first
exhausting any other method of accomplishing service.
bil}t' is recommended that the following amendment be made in the
Page 4, line 1, strike ‘“‘when’’ and insert in lieu thereof “‘with”.

The enactment of the bill would result in no additional cost to the
District of Columbia.

The Commissioners strongly urge enactment of the bill, with the
indicated amendment.

Sincerely yours,
Warrter N. TOBRINER,
President, Board of Commissioners,
Distriet of Columbia.

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW

In compliance with paragraph 3 of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill,
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted
is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, existing
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

AN Act To CreEATE A BoARD ¥OR THE CONDEMNATION OF INSANITARY
BuiLpinGgs 1N THE District oF CorLumBia, AND FOrR OTHER Pur-

POSES
(34 Stat. 157; 68 Stat. 884)

* * * * * * *

Sec. 2. (a) The Commissioners are directed to appoint or designate
two separate boards, each to consist of not less than three members,
to perform the duties and functions required by this Act, as follows:

(1) A Board for the Condemnation of Insanitary Buildings to
examine into the sanitary condition of buildings in the District of
Columbia, to determine which such buildings are in such insanitary
condition as to endanger the lives or health of the occupants thereof
or of persons living in the vicinity, and to issue n;‘)ipropnat.e orders of
condemnation requiring the correction of such condition or conditions
or to require the demolition of any building, in accordance with the

provisions of this Act.
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21 A Condemnation Review Board, no member of which shall act
as amember of the Board for the Condemnation of Insanitary Build-
ings, to review, upon written re(lluest,, any order of condemnation
issued by the Board for the Condemnation of Insanitary Buildings,
and to affirm, modify, or vacate such order of condemnation if the
Condemnation Review Board shall find that the sanitary condition of
the building under examination requires the affirmation, modification,
or vacation of such order of condemnation. The Condemnation
Review Board shall consist of at least three members and an alternate
member for each of said members, at least two-thirds of such members
and at least two-thirds of such alternate members to be residents of the
District of Columbia and to be selected from among the persons desig-
nated under subsection (¢) of this section, and not more than one-
third of such members and one-third of such alternate members may
be employed by the government of the District of Columbia.

(b) A majority of the members of each of the boards established by
subsection (a) of this section shall constitute a quorum, and a majority
vote of the members present shall be required i connection with any
act of either of the said boards. No person shall act as a member of
either of the said boards who has any property interest, direct or in-
direct, in his own right or through relatives or kin, in the building the
sanitary condition of which is under consideration.

(¢) The Commissioners shall designate a number of real property
owning residents of the Distriet of Columbia, not employeé) by the
government of the District of Columbia or the Government of the
Un ited States, each of whom from time to time shall be designated by
the Commissioners to act as a member or an alternate member of the
Condemnation Review Board established under the authority of sub-
section (a) of this section. Xach such person shall be entitled to a fee
of $25 for each day he is actually engaged in discharging his duties as
a member of said Board, or as an alternate member acting in the
place of a member.

(d) The several provisions of sections 1, 2, and 3 of the Act ap-
pro ved April 16, 1932 (47 Stat. 86; secs. 4-601 to 4-603, D.C. Code,
195 1 edition), shall be applicable to and enforceable in any proceeding
con ducted under the authority of this Act. KEach person acting as a
mexnber of either of the boards required to be established by this sec-
tiora, and each alternate member when acting in the stead of the mem-
ber for whom he is alternate, is hereby authorized to administer oaths
to waitnesses summoned in any proceeding conducted by either of the
saicl boards. Any fee which may be paid any witness summoned
to =appear before either of the said boards shall be assessed as a tax
aga. Anst the property the condition of which is under investigation,
sucE tax to be collected in the [same manner as general taxes are
coll €cted in the District of Columbial manner provided in section 7
of £.Ais Act: Provided, That whenever any order of condemnation is
vac =ated or set aside, either by the Condemnation Review Board or by
a ccourt, the witness fee authorized by this subsection to be assessed
agam nst the property affected by such order of condemnation shall not
be = o assessed, but shall be paid by the government of the District of

Clolwm_1mbia.
* * * * * * *
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Sec. 7. If the owner of any building or part of building condemned
under the provisions of this Act shall fail to remedy in a manner
satisfactory to the Board for the Condemnation of InsanitaryBuildings
the condition or conditions which led to the dondemnation thereof
by failing to cause such building or part of building to be put into
sanitary condition or to be demolished or removed within the time
sReciﬁed by said Board in the order of condemnation or any extensicn
thereof, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and be liable to
the penalties provided by section 16 of this Act, and such building or
part of building may be put into sanitary condition or be demolished
and removed under the direction of said Board, and the cost of such
repairs or such demolition and removal, including the cost of making
good damage to adjoining premises (except such as may have resulted
from carelessness or willful recklessness in the demolition or remoyal
of such building), and the cost of publication, if any, herein provided
for, less the amount, if any, received from the sale of the old material,
shall be assessed by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia as
a tax against the premises on which such building or part of building
was situated, such tax to be collected [in the same manner as seneral
taxes are collected in the District of Columbial as provided in this
section: Provided, That the pendency of any review or appeal provided
for by sections 13 and 14 of this Act shall stay the operation of an
order issued by said Board, unless said Board shall find that the
condition of said premises is such as to cause immediate danger to
the health or lives of the occupants thereof or of persons living in the
vicinity: Provided further, That the tazes authorized to be levied and
collected wnder this Act may be paid without interest within sivty days
from the date such tax was levied. Inierest of one-kalf of 1 per eentum
Jor each month or part thereof shall be charged on all unpaid amounts
from the expiration of sixty days from the date such taxr was lemed.
Any such taz may be paid in three equal installments with interest
thereon. If any such tar or part thereof shail remain unpaid after the
expiration of two years from the date such tar was levied, the property
against which said tar was levied may be sold for such tax or unpaid
portion thereof with interest and penalties thercon at the nert enswing
annual tax sale in the same manner and under the same conditions as
property sold for delinquent general real estate tazes, if said taz with
wnterest and penalties thereon shall not have been paid in full prior to
said sale. ¢

* * * * * * *

[Sec. 10. Any notice required by this Act to be served shall be
deemed to have been served if delivered to the person to be notified
or if left at the usual residence of place of business of the person to
be notified, with a person of suitable age and discretion then resident,
therein; or if no such residence or place of business ean be found
in the District of Coluinbia by reasonable search, if left with any
person of suitable age and discretion employed therein at the office
of any agent of the person to be notified, which agent has any authority
or duty with reference to the land or tenement to which said notice

.

s
i
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relates; or if no such office can be found in said District, by reasonable
search, if forwarded by registered mail to the last known address
of the person to be notified and not returned by the post office authori-
ties; or il no address be known or can by reasonable diligence be
ascertained, or if any notice forwarded as authorized by the preceding
clause of this section be returned by the post office authorities, if
published on three consecutive days in a daily newspaper published
in the District of Columbia; or if by reason of an outstanding un-
racorded transfer of title the name of the owner in fact cannot be
ascertained beyond a reasonable doubt, if served on the owner of
record in the manner hereinbefore in this section provided. Any
notice to a corporation shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deemed
to have been served on such corporation if served on the president,
secretary, treasurer, general manager, or any principal officer of such
corporation in the manner hereinbefore provided for the service of
notices on natural persons holding property in their own right; and
notice to a foreign corporation shall, for the purposes of this Act, be
deemed to have been served if served on any agent of such corporation
personally, or if left with any person of suitable age and discretion
residing at the usual residence or employed at the usual place of
business of such agent in the District of Columbia.j

Sec. 10. (a) Any notice required by this Act to be served shall be
deemed to have been served when served by any of the following methods:
(a) when forwarded to the last known address of the owner as recorded
an the real estate assessment records of the District of Columbia by reg-
astered or certified mail, with return receipt, and such receipt shall
constitute prima facie evidence of service upon such owner if such receipt
is signed either by the owner or by a person of suitable age and discretion
located at such address: Provided, That valid service upon the owner
shall be deemed effected if such notice shall be refused by the owner and
not delivered for that reason; or (b) when delivered to the person to be
notified; or (¢) when left at the usual residence or place of business of
the person to be notified with a person of suwitable age and discretion then
resident or employed therein; or (d) of no such residence or place of
business can be found in the District of Columbia by reasonable search,
then if left with any person of suitable age and discretion employed at
the office of any agent of the person to be notified, which agent has any
authority or duty with reference to the land or tenement to which said
notice relates; or () if any such notice forwarded by registered or certified
mail be returned for reasons other than refusal, or if personal service
of any such notice, as hereinbefore provided, cannot be effected, then if
published on three consecutive days in a daily newspaper published in
the District of Columbia; or (f) if by reason of an outstanding unrecorded
transfer of title the name of the owner in fact cannot be ascertained
beyond a reasonable doubt, then if served on the owner of record in a
manner hereinbefore provided. Any mnotice to a corporation shall, for
the purposes of this Act, be deemed. to have been served on such corporation
if served on the president, secretary, treasurer, general manager, or
any principal officer of such corporation in the manner hereinbefore
provided for the service of notices on natural persons holding property
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in their own right; and notices to a foreign corporation shall, for t
purposes of this Act, be deemed to hawj; be:g:qmed if served pers
on any agent of such corporation, or if left with any person of su
age and discretion residing at the uswal residence or employed at
usual ¢ of business of such agent in the District tﬂr()olumbiﬂ'i
(b) In case such notice is served by any method o than pers
service, notice shall also be sent to the owner by ordinary mail.
: * * * * * . ¢

*
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